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The writer of the following chapters, when first entrusted with 
his taaky intended only the composition of a brief memoir more 
nearly corresponding with the space which the subject of it occu- 
pied in the public eye. But as he proceeded and materials 
multiplied, judging from his own growing interest that there 
wajB much in the details of this unobtrusive life calculated to 
arrest attention and proye instructive to a wide circle of readers, 
he did not scruple to enlarge his original design and so endea- 
vour to revive and prolong to the utmost the coiurse of Arch- 
deacon Phelps's usefulness to the Church of Christ. 

In the present instalment are contained his school days, college 
days, and early ministry in the church. The second volume now 
in the press will present to us his mastership at Harrow, his 
curacies in and near Reading, his Reading incumbency, and his 
too brief archidiaconate in the north under the sainted Bishop 
Waldegrave. 

Those readers who can enjoy a Christian memoir possessing 
story and incident enough to connect the correspondence together 
and give unity to the various periods which it occupies ; and 
those especially who feel themselves ever drawn to a character 
that in any uncommon degree attracts and preserves the tie of 
friendship, will not perhaps Hunk that this biography has been 
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needlessly and unprofitably extended Some reminisoenoes of 
those interesting walls in the Hyde suburb of Winchester where 
many good scholars besides Geoige Canning learnt their classics 
under the stem old rod of other days will be welcome, may be, 
to '' old boys" yet left. The Archdeacon's university career, as 
compared with that recorded of many other valuable men, appears 
before us with unusual fulness ; it forms in fact the principal 
feature of this volume. We have here the most distinct impres- 
sion of him as a student, as a son, as a friend, as a Christian, in 
all which characters he is portrayed chiefly in the unconscious 
autobiography of his own letters. As a successful school-boy, and 
with views and aims chiefly academical, he attains the eagerly- 
coveted position of a scholar at Oxford His first experimental 
acquaintance with the soul-reviving view of Christ crucified soon 
after entering within those ancient courts of learning — and those 
paths, it must be confessed, of temptation; his walk together with 
a little band of associates drawn irresistibly towards one another 
by the brotherhood of a common faith and preparation for a 
common grand object of life, each of them conscientiously, 
sealousljr^ and with various success pursuing his appointed 
studies, — all this fills up a picture well calculated to animate 
other youthful aspirants to the Christian ministry and stimulate 
them to something of ardour for that holy service. 

And is there now less call for ^spunples like this than there 
was half aoentuiy agof Most assuredly not It may be granted 
that there are at Oxford and Cambridge Christian associates 
pursuing their path together amidst prevailing temptation, ''as 
ever in their great Taskmaster's eye," and that there are centres 
there of Christian influence more numerous than, and at least as 
effective as, there were at Oxford in the days of Tristram, Hunter, 
Filleul, and Phelps. But there are also, or now very soon will be, 
new perils. The recent fresh opening for the non-christian ele- 
ment into the heart of our university system it is of no use now to 
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deplore and bewail. Let the brethren of Christianity not be dis- 
heartened at their having to recede at length thus far before the 
advance of unbelief. Had the men of the Christian name been 
as zealous as they should have been for Christ's honour in these 
few generations past, they would not now have to behold that 
which so mortifies and hxmiiliates them. But we must look the 
situation in the &ce and not despond. Christianity being now 
put more upon its mettle, there must henceforth be more Chris- 
tian earnestness and decision among its adherents; and we will 
hope to see, as the war&re waxes hotter, that among the seniors 
more men of might will come to the front, and that they wiU be 
surrounded by more men of promise from among the jimiors ; 
shewing before all the world that the religion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ the Son of God is able to compete in the halls of learning 
with the best equipped of its adversaries. Eveiy year adds now 
to the magnitude of this great contest. The interest of the age is 
rapidly centering upon the cause with which the Christian Church 
is identified. The interest of mere politics, as these are usually 
understood, is almost nothing to it and is becoming less and less. 
And there is no body in Europe that possesses such a hope of 
saccess in it as the venerable and powerful Church of England if 
she would only renew her strength as she might and equip herself 
as she ought. In imison with those nearest and dearest to the 
sabject of his memoir, it is (he writer's earnest prayer that one 
result of his pleasant labour in preparing the following pages may 
be the kindling of some warmth within more of our Christian 
circles, that youths of lofty principles, youths gifted with patient 
pains-taking, may in greater numbers feel the flame of a sacred 
ambition urging them into the path which this Wiltshire youth 
trod with so much blessing accruing to himself and others. 

It only now remains to add that this volume is sent forth upon 
its mission with the writer's himible trust in the Divine blessing, 
and his hope that those of his readers who personally knew 
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Arohdeaoon Phelps more intiinately than he can lay claim to 
have done himself may find nothing herein unworthy of that 
honoured name. 

C. H. 
LooAear Rectory^ Denon^ 

November 25th, 1871. 



*^* Frequent reference will be found to the Archdeacon's 
poems. It is intended to print these at the end of the Second 
Volume, or else in a Volume of Sermons which will follow. 

The reader is requested while perusing these pages to take 
note of the " Appendix" at the end. 
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Chapter I* 

CHILDHOOD AT WILTON. 

WILTOV — THE HSBBERTS — THE FREE SCHOOL — MR. JOHN PHELPS — 
ANECDOTES OF CHILDHOOD — ^THE OLD CORONER — EDUCATING 
FOR THE CHURCH. 

Th£ town of Wilton, three miles from Salisbury, is npt the 
least among the interesting spots of old Wiltshire. Before 
the Ck)nquest its infancy was fostered by a famous Bene- 
dictine convent, over whose ladies an English princess 
frequently presided, and upon whose foundations now stands 
the princely seat of the Herbert Earls of Pembroke, where 
Inigo Jones' architecture and Vandyke's portraits are to be 
seen, surrounded with the groves where Tlte Countess of 
Pembroke's Arcadia was composed, and underneath which 
" Sidney's sister, Pembroke's mother," must often have 
walked. A scion of this house was George Herbert,* by 
whose church and parsonage at Bemerton passed one of 
the roads to Salisbury Cathedral. A church erected at 



' ThoQgh the Archdeacon some- 
tunes indulged in poetical quotations 
when writinff to bis frienda, we have 
not met, in nis correspondence, any 
reference to this poet, who is kno^-n 
however to have been one of bis 
favourites. It was in Mr. Phelps's 
youth that George Herbert was 





beginning to be more familiar to the 
taste of modem Englishmen, chiefly 
through Coleridge calling attention 
to him. Mr. Phelps's copy (Edition, 
1809, the year of The Friend) was 
weU read and is well pencil-marked. 
Among the favoured passages are : 
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prodigious expense by the late Sidney Herbert, Lord 
Herbert of Lea, is the most recent of the embellishments 
of this fiivoured spot, that breathes otherwise of age and 
ancestry all around. " Do you not see/' wrote Sir Philip 
Sidney in the Elizabethan age, ''how all things conspire 
together to make this a heavenly dwelling ? Do not these 
stately trees seem to maintaine their flourishing old age 
with the only happinesse of their seat, being clothed with a 
continuall spring, because no beauty here should ever fade ? 
Doth not the aire breathe health, which the birds (delight- 
full both to eare and eie) do daily solemnize with the sweet 
consent of their voyces ? Is not every eccho there of a 
perfect musick ? And these fresh and delightfull brooks^ 
how slowly they slide away, as loth to leave the company 
of so many things united in perfection !"^ 

In the little town itself, of carpet-weaving celebrity/ 
some four hundred families had arranged their dwellings up 
and down one long street ; and they inherited, among some 
very ancient foundations, a Free School, which dated from 
the more recent period of Queen Anne * This stood, and 
with a new frontage* and some additions the original build- 
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" Whea thoQ dott purpose angbt within thy power. 
Be fare to do it, though it m bat ainaU ; 
CoDstanoy knita the bonea and makea na atower.'* 

Church Porch, 



« 



Who keepa no gnmrd upon himaell ia alack.*' — Ibid, 
The foDowing he would often repeat — 

"Oh that I were an orange tree, 

That boay plant ! 
Then ahonld I ever laden be, 

And neyer want 
Some frait for him that dreaaeth me.** 

lib. i * It waa boilt in 1714. 



• The first carpet ever mann- 4 The front waa re-built in 1S33 ; 

factored in England was made at the interior remains as it was daring 
Wilton, one of the Earls of Pem- the Archdeaoon*a childhood, 
broke having introduced the art 
Irooi France* 
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ing still stands, by the bridge and near the centre of the 
town, slightly north of the old church, where the Hindon 
and the old Shaftesbury roads meet. Somewhat back it lay, 
behind a dwarf wall; and a cedar, like one of those for 
which Wilton Park was long famous,^ adorned the front. 
Upon the green sward in the rear, the heads of the Wilton 
community had for generations sunned their childhood, 
cooling their young limbs beneath a venerable yew that 
shaded one portion of it; while outside the yew hedge, 
bounding the whole grounds, stole along one of those " firesh 
and delightfull brooks," on its way to Lord Pembroke's 
demesne. 

Mr. William Phelps, migrating from Exeter, where he had 
previously exercised a tuitional vocation, received the ferule 
of this foundation, in the last century, from a Dr. Homer. 
He is remembered in the family as a man of much talent, 
and there still exist copious examples of his penmanship 
in every possible variety, and in absolute copperplate style. 
This accomplishment descended in a great degree to Phelps 
the second, his son and successor in the School, all whose 
sons likewise could in their youth exhibit excellent speci- 
mens of caligraphy in the ordinary hands. 

That successor, Mr. John Phelps, married Jan. 2nd, 1797, a 
daughter of Mr. William Whitmarsh, a medical practitioner 
at Wilton and Coroner for the county, both which his 
fieither and his grandfather had been before him. Three 
sons and five daughters issued from their union, the eldest, 
William Whitmarsh Phelps, the subject of this Memoir, being 
bom October 1, 1797, while Buonaparte was rising in Europe, 
and England was in an agony of depression from the war. 

This child had no slight advantage in two wise, affectionate, 
and conscientious parents, for the training of his earliest 
years. Mr. John Phelps did not include the ancient authors 
in his curriculum, for the institution he conducted was not 
a Grammar School ; but he was a thorough and judicious 

1 No grounds, remnrks Sir R. Colt semblage of cedar trees M those of 
Hoare, can afford each a grand as- Wilton House. 

b2 
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teacher of all that he professed. In their writmg lessons his 
pupils leamt much besides writing; for to set them the 
monotonous repetition of two or three words, as in modem 
copybooks, where the first line is never looked at a second 
time, was not his plan. A well-chosen quotation in verse or 
prose, a mercantile receipt, a note of invitation or acceptance, 
and such like exercises, taught the student a taste for the 
best writers, observation of striking passages, neat turns of 
expression, pithy maxims, and the ordinary rules of society 
and of business. In the English classics Mr. John Phelps 
was no mean proficient. He had a refined taste and a well- 
stored mind ; and his boy, when competing in after years 
for English Prizes at Oxford, was glad to send down a draft 
copy to Wilton for critical marginalia. He was an excellent 
reader too, and especiaUy in Shakespeare : " 1816, December 
17 — My father read to us King Lear," was an entry in the 
Archdeacon s journal during one of his Oxford vacations. 
For music he had both hand and voice ; he presided at the 
organ of the Parish Church, and among his acquaintances 
some favourite melodies were associated with his vocal powers. 
The neighbouring Earl,' who could shew a graceful compli- 
ment to a scholar in the contracted sphere of this village 
town, allowed Mr. Phelps the use of his library and the key 
of his fine organ, besides manifesting a friendly interest in 
the career of his eldest son. 

Filial obedience among the juniors, and among the seniors 
a good old loyalty to Church and King, seem to have been 
traditionary in this family; of which at least there are plain 
signs during the period of the Archdeacon's youth — ^those 
unsettling days of the French Revolution. We may add 
that both home and school were pervaded with a religious 
influence ; although this, it must be owned, was scarcely of 

> George Augustus Herbert, the Russian nobleman. Their eldest 

eleventh Earl of Pembroke. He son, the Hi^bt Hon. Sidney Herbert, 

succeeded to the title in 1794, and created I/>rd Herbert of Lea, was, 

died October 2Gth, 1S27, aged G8. in his Imybood, an occasional pupil 

Catherine his second Countess, of the Arohdeaoon during the latter's 

whom he married in 180S and who Oxford vacations. 
(orviTed hiiOy was the d*ii^feer of % 
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so enlightened a character as it should have been. The 
Redeemer, in the full supremacy of His office, was not under- 
stood; nor was an experimental acquaintance with Him by 
fiuth, through the Holy Spirit, sufficiently sought. The soul 
was secretly relying, before God, upon the merits of an 
imperfect human endeavour. Herein lay the weakness of the 
religion cultivated in this family; and the day came — ^but not 
soon — ^when this was recognised. There was, however, a 
devout observance of Divine Public Worship, the Lord's Day 
was scrupulously respected, the preceptive parts of the Holy 
Volume were sincerely inculcated; in which respects, at 
least, the Wilton home was in blessed contrast with many 
others of those infidel times. More vital force, arising from 
a clearer view of the Gospel, was the grand desideratum. 

"To those that have shall more be given," says the 
gracious voice that seeks to draw the human spirit out of 
it6 blind paths ; and the discipline of a Heavenly Father 
was for a long while preparing that home for a fuller light. 
Mr. John Phelps, honoured and beloved as he deserved to be 
by a fond circle, was subject to severe and not infrequent 
attacks of a constitutional disorder, which kept all his dear 
ones around him tender and impressible. '' Often do I re- 
member," wrote a younger son many years after, " how my 
heart was like to break, as in the week we took up our 
lessons to another occupying our father's chair — ^though that 
was the best beloved of brothers to him, and the kindest of 
nndes to us; or heard on Sundays the church choir and organ 
tinder another presidency. Very often the sick room, with all 
the attendant anguish, was chosen by us, when school was 
over, instead of the play-ground ; and I am fully persuaded 
that this early training was greatly blessed in making the late 
Archdeacon what he was." And, there can be no doubt, that 
good man, whom we love to think of and who will be 
frequently before us in the following pages, while thus the 
centre of his own offijpring's affection, was drawing, as far as 
he knew how, their and his scholars' hearts to God. On any 
Sabbath summer eve (in days when evening church was a 
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custom yet uncommon) the Wilton townsman, as he took his 
country walk along that lingering brook by the yew hedge 
at the rear, might stop on the school bridge, and listening to 
voices that mingled with the mellow strains of an oi^gan, 
bless God (as times then were!) if son of his were among 
that youthful choir. 

The £Gkmily traditions have preserved some anecdotes of 
the Archdeacon's childhood, which, as they are not only 
touching in themselves, but reveal likewise, as we think, 
some early traits of his maturer character, we consider 
worthy of a brief mention. 

Thus, for example, when he was just turned of seven, his 
native industry was tested by searching out for old Mr. 
Whitmarsh a certain text in the Bible containing every 
letter of the alphabet. A most careful roimdhand still 
exists, dated October 30, 1804, informing grandpapa how that 
he and master Pole have laid their heads together and have 
discovered the wonderful verse to be the twenty-first of the 
seventh chapter of Ezra. 

At about the same age, coming home one summer evening, 
in a large fietmily party of old and young, from a distant 
excursion to the neighbourhood of Stonehenge, by some 
mishap he got separated by himself, and reined his donkey 
into a wrong road. The lad was not missed all the way, 
each group believing him to be with the other, — ^proving, by 
the by, the necessity of occasional musters in such expe- 
ditions. It was midnight when the party reached home, 
and no one knew what was become of William, who had 
been last seen at Amesbury. An agonising search com- 
menced; and if the seniors were alarmed, what must he 
have been, who was in his childhood so timid that he could 
never knock at a stranger's door in the town but with a 
trembling hand ? Found, however, he was at last. He had 
missed his way, but had not lost the man in his little breast, 
although he had encountered an apparition that always 
tries the nerves of a wandering child in lonely lanes — a 
gipsy camp. 
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LLstening one day at his father's side, as they were 
met in their walk by a friend, and the general topic of the 
hour arose — ^the war and the intended French invasion — ^he 
heard the gentleman earnestly interjecting, "It's men we 
want, my dear Sir, it's men!" On reaching home, he went 
forthwith to his bedside, and in childhood's simplicity offered 
the well-remembered prayer of his CJhurch, thinking it must 
somehow apply, "We humbly beseech Thee for all sorts and 
conditions of men." 

The tender affection which he ever manifested for his 
parents unto their dying day, was of very early growth. 
Hearing that Madeira wine had been recommended to his 
fetther in one of his obstinate fits of gout,^ off he posted 
early next morning to Salisbury, and enquiring at the inn 
for a bottle of the precious restorative, tendered a half- 
guinea, — ^it was his first present in gold. The landlord, who 
served him himself, actually had the £Eice to dismiss him 
without change, but the lad's eager anticipation of his 
parent's relief prevented all suspicion of his loss. If the 
malady was stubborn, Madeira notwithstanding, verily the 
father might have been for once reconciled to an affliction 
which had drawn such feeling from his boy. 

On so unselfish a youth, the following touching letter, 
which plainly betokens the influences that surrounded his 
tender years, could not have been lost. 

FfiOM Mb. W. WHmcABSH. 

WiUon, Feb. 20thy 1807. 
Mt DBiJi Gbandsok, 

This day your father, 70a, and myself have joined in 
ooogratttlating your dear mother on her birthday. Heaven, 1 
hope, wiU hear our wishes, that she may see many of these days, 
for your sake and her little fSamily's. May you love her, and be as 



ramedy cm at least hosst of his stomach by drinking old Ma- 

d anthorit7 in the English Clasncs. deira.'* 

«*I)r. D^ gsTe OS an instance of a The Idler^ No. 33, Dee. 2, 176$. 

j^mlUimsii who kept the gout oat 
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datifal to her as I was to my mother, the remembrance of which 
is in mj old age a constant feast to my souL 

If, as I belieye, you will think on me when gone from you, turn 
to the thought^ and for my sake be dutiful to your father and 
mother, and remember it was my orders. The obeying it will be 
the blessing of heaven to you in all your undertakings. Love 
your dear brother and sisters. Should heaven take father or 
mother from them, remember you are the oldest branch of the 
family. Be to them a father and mother ; then shall God spread 
His wings over thy head, and shelter thee by night and day from 
injury of every kind, and £ght thy battles when thou seest not 
any danger, keep thy body from accidents, thy soul from sinful 
thoughts, and g^rd thee, as He has thy poor grandfather, to old 
age, with a shepherd's care. My heart is now too full to say more 
than this. To Qod's gracious mercy I commit thee. The Lord 
make His countenance shine on thee henceforth and for evermore. 

Your affectionate Grand£Biiher, 

Wm. Whitkabbh. 

We are glad to have one more epistle from the pen of this 
worthy relative to present to the reader. The warm and 
honest affection which it breathes for King George m, was 
in that day, as we well know, not uncommon. How many 
a reign had passed since an English Sovereign had inspired 
those sentiments in such a class of his subjects I Neither the 
loyal old Coroner, nor the mind of his revered monarch, 
survived to hail the day of Waterloo, and peace upon their 
Israel. The former died May 21st, 1810,* and in the same 
year a doud fell over the intellect of King Qeoige. 

Fbox Mb. W. WHmcABSS. 

Wilian, Jan. Uih, 180a 

Mt DXAB WiLUAlC, 

I am willing to give you a specimen of my writing with 

1 A mndion of thii gontleman Majesty's Coroners for the Comity 

hM pabUshed the following works : of Wilts. Ixmdon: Ward. 

Family Prayers, adapted to por- Family Prayers, adapted to por- 
tions of the Mew Testament, and tions of the Old Testament, and 
chiefly based on the Commentary of ehielly based on the Commentary of 
the Rev. Thomas Sootl. By Wil- the Rev. Thomas Soott 
liam But Whitmarsh, one of Her 
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jouc fiithei's kind present from Bath. The "' Eoyal Portable Pens " 
— ^being informed that my dearly beloved master the king approTes 
of them — ^have induced me to try how well I can use them. 

How shall I now use them, when in his name I am taking 
Inquest for him ? Shall I not think he la with me and ordering 
me, whether I write well or ill, to remember to present no one 
through malice or ill will, nor spare any through favour and 
affection 1 

He and his poor Coroner have lived to see our children's 
children ; and God grant we may both see peace upon Israel ! 

Your affectionate Grandfather, 

WiLUAM WhITMARSH. 

In the year 1810, Mr. Phelps resolved to bestow upon his 
eldest son, now approaching his thirteenth year, a classical 
education ; a step having its ordinary issues in College and 
Holy Orders. For his motives to this we need not look £Eir : 
it 18 the uncapitalled gentleman's usual resource, if his boy's 
brain is at all promising, and there is no obvious and glaring 
impediment of other kinds. There was in his view an 
honourable employment, and a respectable position in life, 
for that son who was the hope of his £unily, and to whom 
all his juniors would be for some time looking up. 

It seems worldly to defend motives of this description. 
The writer would be sorry to deserve being thought worldly, 
and yet he is not sorry that there are many besides Mr. 
Phelps of Wilton who, with similar views, bring up their 
boys " for the Church." Educated as Clergymen are to be, 
they must begin early, far earlier than it is possible, in a great 
many instances, to pronounce on the decision, or calculate 
the fixity, of their religious disposition. Generally speaking, 
and it is not too much to say so, the boy of the family 
selected for this profession, even by parents not the most 
scrupulous or enlightened, is the 'one that possesses the most 
scholarly tastes, and the best natural disposition. If this is 
not much, it is at least something. And then it must not 
be foi^tten, that the course of their future training, and 
the companions whom they meet while pursuing it, have 
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often a tendency to hold them in the better direction. The 
College friendfihips, the growing sense of responsibility for 
others, the solemnities of ordination, the early clerical life 
and its associations, do often, by God's blessing, lead to a 
result for good that could never have been predicted. We 
speak by comparison, and remembering what a world it is. 
We by no means forget that there is evil enough on all the 
paths consecrated to learning and religion ; but we do not 
forget either the still more desperate temptations, and the 
still fewer checks, that meet youth in other paths. Nor is it 
asserted that the happier result takes place generally, or even 
in the majority of instances ; but we feel assured that it does 
in a greater number than those who have not especiaUy 
directed their observation to the subject have any idea of. 
Religious biography affords abundance of material for the 
examination of this very interesting point. And then, too, 
we are not to forget that the apparent spirituality of early 
youth, indicating a special vocation to the ministerial office, 
does not always verify its happy promise and issue as was 
fondly anticipated. Let, then, any anxious and scrupulous 
parent, if he have had the grace to bring up his boy wisely, 
not expect necessarily to recognise, at tender dawn, the true 
pastoral vocation all developed; but committing him to 
grammar and to College, trust to, and pray for, the guiding 
and sheltering care of the Shepherd and Bishop of souls. 

To one in Mr. Phelps's situation, and with his uncertain 
health, the step he meditated was anxious in no ordinaiy 
degree. But he saw that the boy's character justified it 
sufficiently to sweeten the extra toil by which the new 
expenses would have to be sustained. He saw him dutiful 
at home, and, though diffident to excess with strangers, 
firm enough to conscience and to truth. He did not dismiss 
firom home a selfish young mortal, who would soon recom- 
pense himself in other joys, and return each holidays 
with more airs of reserve and with a shy, half-alienated 
disposition, due to a guilty conscience. When, on his birth- 
day afternoon, William Whitmarsh Phelps turned away 
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iiom the gables and old yews of his childhood, in company 
with his father and his father's friend, to catch the three 
o'clock Winchester coach at Salisbury, he never broke the 
tie; home never became anything less than home to him. 
Wilton in fiek^ never quite drops out of the story of his 
life, — ^which is one reason why we have lingered so long 
about it here. In all future days he never felt less than 
reverence and gratitude towards his self-denying parents. 
For these parents' sake, and for their own, he remembered 
the little junior band that was following him in years, with 
all an elder brother's interest in their studies and improve- 
ment; not desiring to monopolise for his own advancement 
the bulk of the family means, regardless of whatever might 
be the lot of the rest. Very far otherwise ; and it might 
be as truly said of him, Notua m fratrea cmi/mi patemi, 
as of Horace's Proculeius. 
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€\lX!^tt II. 
HYDE ABBEY SCHOOL. 

HTDB ABBSY SCHOOL — REV. CHARLES BICHARD8 AKD HIS SONS — 
DISGIPLIITB — SITE — ^DECLINE — NEW ARRIVAL — INTRODUCTION — 
CLEAR AS TOU GO — ^WRITING — THE BIBLE — THE TRUTH — MR. 
GEORGE — ^THREE COMPETITORS — FIRST PRIZE — ^THE USHER — 

GATHERINGS PROPHECIES — CHARACTER — ^A FATHER'S LETTER 

— A school-boy's letter HOUB — A NEW MASTER — A WORD IN 
SEASON — ^NATURAL TEMPERAMENT — ACTING UP TO LIGHT — 
HANDEL — MELANCHOLY OCCURRENCE — CHARACTER — FATHER'S 
ILLNESS — KEEPING A SECRET — HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS — 
LONDON THE DEVIL — SCHOLARSHIP VACANCY — INTEREST — 
PROSPECTS — COURAGE ! — STARTING — CANDIDATES ON THE ROAD 
— EIGHTEEN — EXAMINATION — UNCLE PHILIP — WILTON SCHOOL- 
ROOM — CONSOLATION — THE NEWS AT HYDE — A NEW FRIEND- 
SHIP. 

Hyde Abbey School, Winchester, which during and after 
Mr. Phelps's education there was in considerable repute, and 
which before his time was perhaps more successful even 
than the Ciollege, has ceased to exist, and a brief account of 
it therefore may be deemed here not inappropriate. 

Though bearing so historic a name, it was but a private 
establishment, founded about the middle of the eighteenth 
centuTy by the Rev. Dr. Cotton, who was contemporary 
with the famous Dr. Joseph Warton, head-master of the 
College; and it derived its fortunate designation from proxim- 
ity to the Abbey ruins which then survived above the dust 
of Alfred the Great and his Queen. To Dr. Cotton succeeded 
his better remembered assistant and son-in-law, the Rev. 
Charles Richards, of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, who made 
it one of the laigest private schools in the kingdom, and is 
understood to have realised from it a handsome fortune. 
Not a few of his pupils distinguished themselves in after 
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life, and two of them in particular rose to great eminence, 
the Right Hon. George Canning,* and the Oxford Grecian 
Dr. Thomas Gaisford,' Dean of Christ Church. 

A thorough and most successful educator was this Mr. 
Richards, and in those days of stem scholastics, when bad 
concord and false quantity were punished like lying, there 
was nowhere any sterner one. It passed down in the school, 
and it is not forgotten to this day, how that the ominous 
verb Tv<f>0i^ofjuu was his standing test of a lad*s skill in 
tense-forming, in fact his whipping-post. To arrive at that 
inflection from the original Ttrrrra), through the changing 
and reclianging of terminals, fixing and unfixing the augment, 
administering reduplication and aspirate, in perfect order 
and with all the Latin rules to account for every sequence — 
this was the feat to be accomplished ; and at every step of 
the process young master had a perfect recollection of the 
meaning of the tense in view, as well as the certainty of 
its application by old master to his person, if he broke 
down. But the school-boy's revenge is as sure as any birch 
— and certainly not less severe, though concealed ; his in- 
genuity in fitting a soubriquet is incontestible ; but nothing 
of this sort shall be mentioned by us, because Phelps in his 
freest and most familiar mood never, that we have seen, re- 
corded one. This well-remembered and, as we are assured, 
thoroughly good-natured magister relinquished the school 
in the same year (1810) that young Phelps joined, and con- 
fined himself to his clerical duties in the parish of Hyde, 
or St. Bartholomew's, of which he had been instituted Vicar 
im the 6th of April, 1797. Some years afterwards he resumed 
his place at the head of his boys ; but for the present he was 
succeeded by his two eldest sons Charles and George ; and it 



iBomAprilllth, 1770. Entered 
Eton from Hyde Abbey 1782. Quit- 
ted Eton 1788. Premier April 1827. 
Of four Lives ol Canning in tbe 
British Mnseam, only one (Robert 
BellX ChapmAo dtnd UaU, 1840) 
reeord his having been at Hyde 



Abbey and quitting it for Eton ; and 
this one mentions no dates. The year 
1782 is given in PoeUt ami State^nien, 
published by Williams, Eton. Tbe 
Eton Lists, by the same publisher, 
commence later. 

' Bom 1780, died June 2nd, 1855. 
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was under these that Archdeacon Phelps received his classical 
education.' Mr. Richards the father was a native of Silver- 
ton near Exeter and was bom about October, 1753. At 
the time of his death (January 21st, 1833) he occupied a 
Stall in Winchester Cathedral, which he owed to the 
affectionate recollection of his early pupil Mr. Canning, on 
his obtaining the Premiership. His epitaph, which is to be 
read in the Cathedral, was from the classic pen of Gaisford.' 

We have been favoured with another report of Hyde 
Abbey interior from some recollections of a pupil residing 
there from 1816 to 1820. " Most certainly," he writes, " it 
was a school of very high order. There was an interest 
infused into all the rules and regulations immensely attractive. 
A kind of Christ's Hospital feeling pervaded the school. We 
were a community of ourselves. The world without was only 
known to us at our two vacations. Holidays we had none, 
in the stated sense of the word, and rarely were they ex- 
tended to us in any sense. 

** In winter and summer the first school-bell rang at a 
quarter-past five, and the last at six found the whole school 
answering their names. Between that hour and prayers 
(just before eight) the hardest Greek and Latin construing^ 
repetition, and parsing went on. To a moment we were in 
the hall for break&st at eight; and a footman, attended by 
the senior boy for the week who called the names, handed 
from a laige basket a fair commons of bread, with butter 



1 Charles Richards junior 
baptised Janoary 16th, 17S3. He 
was educated by his father : studied 
at Worcester CoUese, Oxfonl, and 
became subsequently Demy of Mag- 
dalen. 

George Pierce Richards was bap- 
tised September 10th, 1785. Cap- 
tain of Eton 1806 : Fellow of King's 



College, Cambridge : EA., 1809. 

They neither graduated in honours, 
as the Oxford Classes had not begun 
when the first took his degree ; and 
the members of King's Colleoe 
always at this period took their 
degree without examination. Both 
of thesegentlemen will be mentioned 
again. See index. 



* It stands in the north aisle near the west entrance. The character given 
is in these terms : — 



And 



" Ut pmoeptoris fidi, solertis, emditi 
laudem conaequeretur." 

" Piui erga Denm, oaius amids, patri» atilii.'' 
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affixed, to each of the hundred-and-fifby boys. At half-past 
eight we were again in school ; and altogether, as a rule, we 
were at work ten hours daily and more. 

" The gala days of the year were four, as follows: — Quarter 
Day, when promotions were made and the desks were 
changed. The Tuesday Evening (at both vacations) before 
breaking-up Thursday (on which last we began to leave in 
post-chaises at four o'clock in the morning) . On this Tuesday 
Evening in winter the school was illuminated, and each 
master and officer in turn walked up it to receive hisses or 
cheers, according as in the schoolboy code he fairly deserved. 
The fourth great day was that of the Public Speaking, when 
Latin and English Prize Verses were recited." 

The scene and locality of all this discipline — ^for man and 
boy — ^was in the outskirts of Winchester, in Hyde-street, 
which takes a northerly course frojn the north-west angle of 
what were once the city walls, and at the end of which we 
still look out upon the open country. The quiet street has 
yet an eighteenth century suburban look about it. On the 
right hand or east is the site of the Abbey, now mostly built 
over and not open to public view. Towards the end of the 
street and on the same side of it is the modem ecclesiastical 
representative of King Alfred's foundation, Hyde Church ; 
while on the left hand and at about the middle was Hyde 
Abbey School. 

A capital red-briok fiunily house of spacious dimensions 
lodged the boys, the younger of whom were not provided 
with separate beds. In the rear, and stretching westwards 
(then all open country), were extensive gardens, a detached 
brick school-room, and a large play-field. " Oh, how many 
times," writes a lady who in her girlhood had brothers there, 
"have we children gone up to the pales surrounding it, upon 
which the boys could sit and chat with their friends, with 
fruit and cakes and. such good things ! I can see their dear 
rosy young faces in my mind's eye at this moment." 

The noble foundation of Wykeham's was at the very 
opposite and diagonal extremity of Winchester, just beyond 
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the old line of walls at the south-east (and near the Cathedral 
which stood close inside the walls) as Hyde Abbey was a 
little beyond them on the north-west. Intercourse between 
the two appears to have been pretty easy and comfortable. 
Often the boys in one had brothers or cousins in the other. 
For some, the Abbey was but a stepping stone to the Collie, 
as in Canning's case it had been a preparatory for Eton. 
The pupils of both houses sometimes too met as guests of 
mutual friends in the dty. 

And now, if we must anticipate the sad days of decline 
and fall, some passing notices of which will meet our eye 
from time to time in the letters that will follow, we may 
briefly here record that after the retirement of Mr. George 
in 1815 the school began, at first very gradually, to decline. 
The third and youngest brother, Mr. Henry, eventually 
succeeded to the sole direction. But he had been bred to 
medicine and the soul of a pedagogue was not in him. The 
end came in 1832, when Hyde Abbey School, of whose 
alumni' not a few, and some not unenthusiastic, though grey, 
still survive, shut up its doors. Of the premises there is 
enough left for old boys who knew them in their prime to 
identify the various parts. The house, with its high and 
substantial garden waU, survives. But a neighbourhood has 
spnmg up about the spot, the proximity of a railway 
station having created a new suburb, which has much 
encroached on what was once open, free, and rural. A row 
of humble tenements now occupies the ground where a plan- 
tation of firs sheltered the ample play-field from the north. 



1 The foUowing name* are to be 
found among the Hyde Abbey boya 
more or lees contemporary with 
ArchdeaooQ Phelpe. Amey, E. F., 
a Wilton boy, Vicar of Monmouth ; 
Bayley ; fiereaford, Marcua and 
another, from Ireland ; Bernard- 
Ward ; Bingham, Kichard, Vicar of 
Queenborough ; Bird ; BuUer ; 
Collins, Henry ; Ciithbert ; Flood ; 
Frowd, Edward; Gardiner; (tott; 
GntlHh; Hatbom ; Hill; HoUis, 
four broihera ; Kealy ; Laeke, who 



went into the Army ; Maynard ; 
Moaaiter, Richard, Bector of Caundia 
Marah ; Mortimer ; Orgill, Andrew; 
Panton, J. E. W. ; Oliphant, T. ; 
Pope, K. T. P. and Godfrey ; Porter ; 
Pndeaux ; Bobinaon, Frederick, of 
the Temple ; Rooke ; Ruaaell, F. ; 
Savage; Tqwnahend ; Turner, G.H. ; 
Tpton, A. T., barrister ; Warner ; 
Weat. Tbev came from parte aa 
diatant aa Bath, London, Leeda, 
and even Ireland. 
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The fives-court has vanished. The ''monument" is gone. The 
cricket ground is little more than a large grass-plot. Alas, 
alas ! Hyde Abbey School is gone as surely as Hyde Abbey, 
and gone for ever. 

But now for the palmy days again. Into the vigorous 
community we were describing came young Phelps on the 
night of his birthday, October 1st, 1810, with the anxious 
hope of his parents, to commence the experiment of a new 
learning and undergo the great moral trial of school life on 
a scale he had never yet witnessed. Five years afterwards, 
when quitting for Oxford and writing his recollections of 
this time, he says — " With what a hodge-podge of hopes and 
fears, pains and pleasures, I first came up to Mr. Bichards ! " 
How he fared precisely in the introduction he does not 
detail ; but at a future day he gave his younger brother, who 
followed him, some admirable maxims as to the proper 
behaviour of a new lad on his first catechising, which will 
suit for all schools, all times, all masters, and old boys as 
well as young. 

We get a distincter view of our new arrival on his second 
day and in the playfield. It is after dinner, and we spy 
him pretty much as we should have expected. He is dressed 
in a light green suit, and has perched himself upon a fence 
under the firs, looking placid and grave. His little world 
of youth from eight to eighteen is before him. Here 
might be seen a knot of two or three passing along in close 
and loving fraternity, arms over shoulders. Further off 
might saunter a couple of big fellows, one of them amusing 
himself with his little victim. Elsewhere another set in 
hot sport. And here under the trees sits he, with not a 
soul to speak to. He is feeling his first desolation, which 
the fresh comer finds more in play-hours than at lessons. 
Doubtless his thoughts are somewhere three miles west of 
Salisbury, and he is contrasting two schools, small things 
with great, and home with strangers. But how little can 
the downcast lad at that moment comfort his thoughts with 
a futurity that is to see him, as the direct result of his being 
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here, support and sweeten the pilgrimage of life to those 
who are dearest to him on earth; and to see him a spiritual 
fiither among them, as well as a blessing through a wider 
circle of old and young in the ministiy of Christ's Word I 

Presently he finds that he has attracted the notice of 
another solitary ; one who, in &ct, has as much need of 
sympathy as himself. It is a lad junior to him in age by 
between three and four months, and of a quarter's longer 
school standing, who wants to accost him ; and by way of 
breaking the ice he presents to the stranger the share of an 
excellent "crowdy" he holds in his hands, firesh from mother 
Eemott's store of good things. The introduction succeeds 
admirably and company begins. Phelps's first fidend is 
Richard Bingham, son of a Grosport clergyman and a 
descendant of the learned Antiquary, a clever lad, and 
destined to be known in letters himself. He^too just then 
wanted a firiend, for he was a helpless boy and the big ones 
were about that time especially sad bullies. 

Our boy was classed, owing to his backward latinity, 
among the very small. He was not weak enough to be dis- 
couraged by this : but as they most of them amused away 
their precious minutes, he seized his advantage, and by 
keeping eyes and mind unswervingly upon his page, follow- 
ing a good maxim he had got hold of — Clear oa you go — 
allowing of no arrears, he soon had the laugh of walking over 
all idle heads and taking his place among his equals in age. 
In arithmetic he beat them all hollow. But they had much 
fun of him for his beautiful hand-writing, — wished him joy 
perhaps of performing like a writing-master, believing it, as 
Prince Handet in the days of his mistake believed it^ ** a 
baseness to write fair." Phelps's good sense however was 
not likely te let him be shamed out of the valuable art 
which had descended in his family. His school letters shew 
that he cdkitinued all his pains; one happy consequence of 
which has been that his biographer, perusing some quires of 
his penmanship, finds no more weariness in his task than if 
dealiDg with type. 
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In the new world to which he had been introduced, our 
lad's home virtues did not wither and die. To that supreme 
difficulty in school life, of asserting moral courage, this shy 
school-boy did not succumb. The Holy Word, of which his 
fiftther had enjoined the daily reading, was daily read ; and 
there still exists among the family relics, prized as it deserves 
to be, a precious Bible which he brought home bearing tokens 
of honourable warfare, in some stains of mire with which it, 
and the yoimg confessor too, had been bespattered ^ by a 
rude tribe whose early lot had perhaps not been blessed like 
his. 

A day will come that sifts the weak from the strong. It 
happened one half-year, just before breaking-up, when 
school licence is ever tolerated at its freest, that the nocturnal 
upset in a certain dormitory got much too bad, and an usher 
was despatched to the offending quarter. Of course his step 
was heard, and ere the door opened every fellow was under 
the bed clothes and fast asleep, the official returning no wiser 
than he came. Next morning the whole lot were in full 
school assembled before Mr. George. Mr. George had served 
under '^ the old gentleman " and was of no softer mould 
in a case of discipline : his voice and look made the ferule 
enter into every soul among them. The catechism was short 
and sharp, but it would strike no light. 

"Pray, Sir, what was that row last night?" went all 
round. 

" I don't know, Sir," replied each ingenuous youth. But at 
last it came to the Bible reader s turn ; and as he meant to 
tell the truth, he was in great agitation, for he had not been 
guiltless. 

" Did you, Sir, take any part in that row last night ? " 

"Yes, Sir!" 

" And what part ?" 



1 His poem " On meeting with the volume better and studied it more. 

Bible of my boyhood" does notaUude It need not however have been the 

to this circumstance, but dwells on identical Bible. 
the wish that he had loved the sacred 

c3 
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" I had to knock the door with my two fists,-— flo." And 
as he spoke, he put the offending members through a re- 
hearsal of the deed ; for sooth to say, Phelps had a vein 
of humour in his very nature, which accompanied him 
through life and would sometimes find vent in grave circum- 
stances. 

" So then, it would seem," replied the master, " you alone 
are guilty I It is in fact you alone who have told the truth: 
you may go down. Sir." Then addressing the culprits with 
a sternness never exceeded by his father in the very worst 
case of prosody, George Richards exclaimed — " No liar shall 
tarry in my house unpunished I " 

That morning the one offender who had really played the 
man, saw his comrades, a feeble flock that could not shame 
the evil one, well exercised in the ignoble discipline recom- 
mended by royal Solomon for making youth sadder and 
wiser. 

It was still in his earlier stages at school that Phelps was 
enabled to turn one of his Wilton accomplishments to veiy 
good account. It appears that the Principals of Hyde 
Abbey found it convenient to employ any of their pupils 
that suited them as private assistants in some of the heavy 
details of their establishment. And here our youth's clerkly 
abilities did him yeoman's service. Either in mitigation of 
his half-yearly bills, or as we are inclined to infer, but it 
comes to much the same thing, in return for more favourable 
terms of admission, he acted as a kind of confidential 
secretary to Mr. Richards ; a position he might be proud of 
as his first step towards self-maintenance. Few are those 
in his situation who begin so early. As soon as March 3rd, 
1811, we read in one of his letters home (in a capital 
hand), '' I have been writing directions for all the boys for 
Mr. C!harle8 in my leisure hours." 

As he worked his way up in the school his strongest 
competitors were Bingham aforesaid and one whom we shall 
become fiimiliar with in these pages, the son of a Solicitor of 
position in London, Frederick Robinson, intended for the 
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law himself. Bobinson was youngest of the three, but ever 
sli^tly ahead of them, except in the art of capping verses, 
wherem Bingham was unapproachable. Through Bingham 
it was that Phelps» while yet but a tyro in the art which 
afterwards became his forte — ^that of Latin Versification — 
obtained his first school prize. Being initiated by his friend 
into the mysteries of long and short and into some of the 
ways and byways of prosody, Phelps managed one day to take 
up his exercise in such style of accuracy and neatness of 
caligraphy, that generous Mr. Charles took out his purse and 
rewarded him on the spot, the Mend of course realizing his 
percentage after school — at Mrs. Kemott's. While yet in the 
lower forms, the trio were within the domain of a certain usher 
(afterwards dismissed), who dealt very unequally between 
ihem, Robinson being prime favourite, Phelps (as being often 
in confidential quarters) feared, while their companion being 
at the man's mercy was on some pretext or another per- 
petually sent to the bottom of the class. The first to get 
his promotion into the head-master's department was Robia- 
0OD, who remained for some little while an enviable object 
to bis rivals in the lower quarters; until one auspicious 
Saturday it fell to Mr. George's lot, out of the usual course, 
to hear the juniors their week's repetition of old lessons, or 
"gatherings." Phelps, whose daily maxim was "Clear cxs 
you go" and who therefore always did well at gatherings, 
did well now : while Bingham, who had been hurled to the 
bottom again as usual that very morning before breakfast, 
recovered his places one after the other with brilliant success, 
until he stood once more in his proper place with Phelps at 
the top. Proud of his two boys and delighted at their 
smartness, Geoige Richards, without waiting for Quarter-day, 
promoted them there and then, and so Bingham was eman- 
cipated and our three heroes were united once more. 

Such emulation did these youths all possible intellectual 
good, and they kept on fiiendly terms together. As they 
drew towards the top, their superiority was so observable, 
that the school prophets already assigned them their respec^ 
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tire prizes in life. Robinson was to be Lord Chancellor and 
Phelps Archbishop. Bingham's destiny we have not been 
told. But futurity does not flatter like the present, 

<< Andiit, et voti Phcebos suooedere partem 

** Mente dedit : partem volncres dispersit in auraa"' 

Which being interpreted means that the Hyde prophets were 

right in Phelps's case exactly as far as '' Arch ^" ; and in 

Robinson's case as far as Revising Barrister; while to 
Bingham, who survives them both, there remains, we 
regret to say, the heraldry invented by the illustrious Jewel 
for scholars in general, and borne long by himself — a Book 
and a Cross,* 

But we have overleapt our chronology and forgotten the 
maxim of clearing as we go. We must therefore go back 
some years for letters. 

Rev. C. RicHAans to Mb. Phklps. 

WifuAester, AprU ^rd, 1811. 
Deab Sib, 

The excellent behaviour of your son is beyond all praise. 

I never have had a boy under my care who has made so great 

progress in the short time that he has been my pupiL He is in 

perfect health. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Tour veiy obliged senrant^ 

Ghablbs Richabds. 

Rev. G. Richabds to Mb. Phelps. 

Winchester, June lih, 1812. 
DxAB Sib, 

Your son will be forwarded to Salisbury for the vacation 

on Thursday the 18th inst. His conduct in every respect deserves 



* " Apollo heard, and, granting half hia prayer, 

Shuffled ia winds the rest and tocsed in empty air.** — Ihydm, 

* "At vet not the aligfatest provi- mamitl, and other voliunee of Ser- 

non has been made for any of us ; mons, and has edited the latest and 

so thai I have not yet abandoned the best edition of the learned Joseph 

derice which I designed for myself Bingham's Works, issued by the 

at Zurich, a book and a cross." Oxford Univeraity Press. His most 



Jewel to Peter Martyr, April 2S, recent work is H^mmotoffia Chrii^ 
1559. Zurich Letter$,^ Parker Soc. tkma Laiimi^ 1871. 
Mr. Bingfaam has pnbliahed Im- 
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my warmest thanks and commendations. He is advancing rapidly 
in the Greek language, and in a short time will become a tolerable 
proficient. Your son's worth is far beyond my praise. The 
dea&ess ' which he has lately contracted is a serious evil and will 
I tmst be soon removed. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your very obliged servant, 

Ghasles Bichabds. 



To HIS Father. 

WirUan, August 29th, 1812. 

As I know you are expecting a letter from me about this 
time, I take this opportunity of informing you of my safe arrival 
on the 13tL We started from Salisbury at 3 o'clock and arrived 
at Winchester at 7, when we drank tea at the George Inn and 
came to school at 9. I brought the venison with me and delivered 
it to the butler the same evening. I saw it taken from the basket 
then ; it looked very well, not at iall injured by the journey. . . . 

I am now quite settled again and am very comfortable and 
happy. We have a great number of new boys, and I think our 
number will be rather larger than it was last time 

I conclude with saying that it shall be my constant endeavour 
to make the best use of the opportunity I now have of receiving 
a good education, and I hope by my attention whilst I am at 
school to be able to repay the kindness of my dear father and 
mother who gave me that opportunity 

The earliest letter of his father to him belongs to this 
period, and we cannot resist giving it in full, as we think that 
its tone, without condescension although to a youthful son, 
anxious and paternal yet calm and reasonable, is an excellent 
model of what in such intercourse should be observed : and 
it discloses also much of the character of this admirable 
parent. It bears Lord Pembroke's frank, dated September 
22nd. 

1 This dimfnem was but temporary and never recurred in after lifei 
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Fbom his Father. 

Wilton, Sept 20th, 181S. 
Mt dsabest Wili^ 

As you well know I haye not always time to be punctual 
in answering your letters, you will make allowance for the omission. 
I am sure you need no assurance from me that you are frequently 
in my thoughts, and that the tenderest solicitude for your temporal 
and eiemal interest ever accompanies you. I shall therefore, as 
occasion may ser^e, drop you a line unexpectedly — assured of its 
welcome reception. 

Although I am happy in knowing you need no stimulus from 
me to prosecute your studies with the greatest avidity, you will 
not, I am persuaded, be displeased at a short extract I am going 
to make from Mr. D'Israeli's *' Curiosities of literature,'' — ^which I 
was reading a few evenings ago and with which I was much 
pleased. '^ What a consolation must it be for an aged parent to 
see his child, by the efforts of his own merits, attain, from the 
humblest obscurity, to distinguished eminence ! What a transport 
must it jrield to the man of sensibility, to return to the obscure 
dwelling of his parent^ and to embrace him, adorned with public 
honours ! " 

Whether the laUer await you or not, I feel confident that you 
will act with that integrity and honour that I shall never have 
cause to blush for my child ! Be sure never to neglect your duty to 
your Creator. 

At dawn of mom and dose of even, 
lift up your hands and heart to heaven. 

This is Sunday evening. The young people are retired to rest ; 
you will not I am sure think these reflections unsuitable. 

Tour uncle Robert and I dine with Lord Pembroke to-morrow, 
when I purpose taking this letter for a frank. Lord Herbert be- 
came of age yesterday, but as he is at present at Malta, there 
were no rejoicings here on the occasion. 

We are all, thank Ood ! very well and send our joint love to 
you. Tour aunt Mary has accompanied Mrs. Whitmarsh and 
cousin William to P. for a few days. They hope to see Weymouth. 
Jane has been to me for the key of your desk to get your French 
prayer-book, but we cannot find iL I have taken a small volume 
of Sir Charles Orandiaon and presented it to John, which I dare 
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aay you will aanctioiL when you write to him \ which he desires 
me to Bay he hopes will be soon. As your birthday approaches, 
yon will doubtless soon hear from your mother. May God grant 
ycm many happy returns of it^ prays 

Four affectionate father, 

J. Phelps. 

P.& — I am glad you are going on with the mathematics; it is 
what I wish you particularly to attend to. 

To HIS Fatheb. 

Wintm^ Ma/rch 14«A, 1813. 
Mt beabest Father, 

Your very kind packet arrived here yesterday very 
acceptably, I found everything right and promise myself a great 
deal of pleasure from perusing the volumes. Thank God, I enjoy 
exceeding good health, and I hope by prudence and caution to 
preserve that blessing. It is, I trust, almost needless to say how 
gratified I was to hear the same of you. I feel myself extremely 
happy to inform you that I and Mr. G. R. agree pretty well 
together, and that my pros])ects of getting removed into the 
second division of my part at quarter-day are rather favourable. 
It shall be my earnest endeavour to make myself capable of doing 
the business of that division during the time I am to be in the 
junior division, for I am well assured there is nothing like a good 
foundation. You will be glad to hear that Mr. ZUlwood will go on 
with us in the mathematics, and I hope we shall be forwarded 
rather more than we were last half year. The evenings will be 
devoted alternately to Algebra and Euclid, whereas imder Mr. 
Christopher we only did Euclid. Mr. Z. is a steady, attentive 
young man. He was an usher here about five years ago under 
the old gentleman, and received his education at Oxford. 

We have nearly an hundred and forty boys here. I am the 
thirty-«eventh in succession from the top ; but as there are only 
dghteen who speak on the Public Day, I have no hopes of being 
one of that number. But we cannot do everything at once. 
Spring is now approaching, and I think it generally brings with it 
pleasing hopes and expectations, as well to the industrious farmer 
(who has now, as Thomson says, ^ done his part " and leaves the 
Test to Providence) as to boys at school, who are emulous and 
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decdrotiB of nmning the good race, knowing it is for their own 
future advantage; they look forward eagerly for their improye- 
ment ; and as the farmer for the time of harvest, so they for 
learning, the harvest of the mind I hope you will excuse this 
little digression ; but after I had written the word Spring I did not 
know what to say about it. 

We are kept very close to work, and I don't know but it 
makes the time pass more agreeably ; the quick succession of work 
and play certainly makes it seem to fly swifter, and by keeping the 
mind employed, vice has not such a certain access to it 

There is a report here that two men were to take their trial at 
Salisbury during these Assizes [for the murder of Mr. Webb 
and his servant] I hope the villains are detected, but I never see 
the paper now, as no one takes it in here, and should therefore be 
glad of a short account of it when I hear from home again. 

I suppose you will soon begin to think of putting the garden in 
order again. We have no opportunity of seeing one here, and I 
think I may with safety declare that I saw neither a snowdrop 
nor crocus during the whole of last spring ! 

I am eictremely happy, and I never saw the school so happy 
altogether as they are at present, which I attribute chiefly to 
some of the bigger boys having gone away, and it may be in 
part because Mr. Charles Richards does not allow a great boy to 
strike the little ones, which was too much the case when I first 
came to Winchester. 

Hardly a day passes but I think of most of you and fancy to 
myself where you are and what you are about. These thoughts 
generally come upon me when I am dozing, and though trifling 
in themselves I often derive great pleasure from them. 

I am afraid I shall not be able to spin out my letter to the 
length I first intended ; but considering it is done so closely, I 
thi^k I have done pretty weU. However perhaps I may have 
more to say to-morrow. 

16th. Yesterday passed away without my having sufficient 
leisure to add any more to what I have already written, and I fear 
I have not time enough now to fill my paper. Indeed my time is 
altogether so uncertain, that I hope you will never be alarmed at 
not receiving my letters exactly at the time appointed. I have 
promised to write to a great many this half-year, among which 
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number is Mr. Le Quesne. I hope he still goes on to your satis- 
Action, as I am well convinced there is not a much greater pleasure 
to a master than to have boys who attend to what he advises for 
their good and go on in the paths of industry and learning. 

My small stock of news is now quite exhausted, and I must 
condude with desiring my kind love to my dearest mother, Jane, 
Ann, John, Susan and little Bobert, uncles, aunts, and cousins, 
and hoping shortly to receive some nice long letters from you, I 
sahecribe myself my dearest father. 

Your ever dutiful and affectionate son, 

William Whitmabsh Phelps. 

The naivete of some paxts of the preceding, which we 
could not persuade ourselves to abridge, will not have been 
lost on the reader. This schoolboy at all events never 
thought of filling up his paper by wide writing, or of spin- 
ning out his letter with idle conventionalities. The new 
master, John Old Zillwood, a Wadham man, of Second Class 
honours in 1811 and ordained in 1812, was a great acquisi- 
tion to the preceptoral staff, judging from the respectful 
way in which he is always spoken of.* He still survives 
in green old age on his benefice near Winchester. On joining 
the school in the spring of 1813 he found Phelps (then 
of two-and-a-half years' standing) in the middle of it. 
"His amiable disposition," writes Mr. Z., "his uniformly 
correct conduct, and his steady application to his studies, 
secured not only the good opinion but the affection of his 
teachers, while he was a general favourite with his school- 
fellows." Mr. ZiUwood, who retained the cordial regard of 
his pupils in after years, kept up his acquaintance with Mr. 
Phelps as long as life permitted. It came out between them 
afterwards when they were discussing old Winton days 
together at Trinity Parsonage, Beading, that it was a warm 
word of encouragement spoken by the master to his pupU that 
gave the latter his first hopes of future success. Mr. ZiUwood 
occasionally set the senior class a passage of Scripture to write 

> He retired from the school at MidBnmmer, 181S. 
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on^ and on one Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity when Phelpa 
took up his paper (it was on the Gospel of the day) he received 
a pat on the back and " Well done, my boy ! " A day or two 
after the Anniversaiy of this Sunday in 1860 Mr. Zillwood 
came on a visit to his old pupil, who had just received a step of 
promotion to an Examining Chaplaincy. " I thought of you 
last Sunday," said the Incumbent of Trinity, when they met, 
"as I read the Gospel of the day." And then he narrated 
the incident of auld lang syne at Hyde, adding — "From 
that time I began to think that there was something in me 
that might be improved to advantage ; and I determined 
with the help of God to cultivate to the utmost of my 
power the talent entrusted to me. A word spoken in sea- 
son, how good iait!** 

Fbom his Father. 

WilUm, May ISth, 18U. 

I send you two bookp for your verses, one of which you 
may put by for future occasions or return at Midsummer. Nothing 
oould possibly have given me greater pleasure than to hear of your 
advancement, as it affords me the most convincing proof of your 
assiduity and attention remaining undiminished. Indeed this is 
evinced by the good terms on which you stand with your worthy 
instructors, whose good opinion I feel confident you will continue 
to strive to deserve. 

I am thankful to Providence for his watchful care and protection 
over you and my other beloved children in granting you all such 
good health, and what is of still greater moment the use and 
enjoyment of your intellectual &culties. That you may long con- 
tinue to retain both to the glory of Crod and the benefit of your 
fellow creatures is the ardent prayer of your affectionate father. 

P.S. I very much admired your friend's drawing on the quill ; 
nor would I withhold my meed of praise from you, whose first 
attempt deserves the highest commendation. You seem to think an 
apology necessary for employing a leisure hour that way. I do not 
think so ; but on the contrary am of opinion that there are few 
people, let their avocations be what they may, or however numerous, 
but spend some part of the day in a more trifiisg manner. 
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To HIS Auirr. 

Winchester, October Ut, 1814. 

I have been revolTing in my mind several reasons for 
jour imagining that you perceived in me a want of hilarity when 
yon were at Winton, and I hope that I shall be able to remove 
•Dy apprehension with respect to my giving way to any gloomy 
ideas or despondency, as I assure you that such is far from being 
the case. 

In the first place, it must be pretty well known to all my friends 
that I am naturally inclined to the phlegmatic, and that, whatever 
emotions I feel within, I am seldom known to be very lively in the 
outer man ; and by recollection I believe you will find that even 
on the first day of the holidays, when I am sure no one can be 
more sensible of the pleasure of meeting his friends than I am, I 
have seldom a very cheerful ease about me; but whether this 
proceeds from an oppression occasioned by too great violence of 
feelings, or no, I am confident it is not the effect of a lack of thom, 
nor from a discontented and repining spirit. In addition to this I 
may add that I had a cold in my head and was apprehensive of a 
return of deafriess ; and the more so as Mr. Charles Hichards had 
mentioned to my father that he thought that it was the case ; (I 
am however glad to inform you correctly that such a statement is 
entirely without foundation and that my cold has left me). And 
moreover, your probably not finding me so full of spirits at firat as 
yon had previously fancied, gave your affectionate anxiety an 
opportunity of increasing a molehill to a mountain ; for I believe 
that after tea on Saturday, and the greatest part of Sunday, I was 
as lively as I ever was. 

Now after having adduced a few reasons or probable causes of 
your apprehension ; I shall make a few assertions of my own, 
which I hope will give you complete satisfaction in this resi)ect 
¥mtj that I have spent all the time since the vacation with unex- 
ceptionable comfort and happiness. Secondly (as I fear you are 
inclined to be anxious in that respect) that I have had much more 
reaaon to be satisfied with Mr. Kichards's behaviour towards me 
than ever I had. And thirdly (which, though perhaps your friend- 
ship and the confidence you have ever placed in me would not 
extort, yet knowing the uniform frailty of human nature I think 
better to mention) that, thank God, I labour under no . . . [torn] 
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of the mind, nor any compunctions occasioned by impropriety of 
conduct ; and with gratitude I affirm that I retire to my chamber 
with as light a heart as when the rising sun summons me from it 
to my diurnal employment. 

I hope that it is almost needless for me to add that I believe I 
have not penned a word that does not proceed from my heart. 
Should any doubt remain, be sure to mention it| so thafc no mid- 
conceptions may arise. 

P.S. I wish you could take a peep at me sometimes to see how 
cheerful and happy I am here. I shall now be yeiy glad of the 
first volume of the Life of Johnson, as soon as my father can 
spare it. 

The following letter is the earliest we have met with 
evidencing Phelps's direct and personal efforts for the religious 
improvement of other young men. He was now of the age 
of seventeen.* We shall see hereafter that he looked back 
upon his school days as days of " ignorance *' in spiritual 
things. And doubtless he did not at this period possess 
that fuller Gospel light which subsequently blessed him. 
But there was sufficient movement in his heart (and whence 
could it be but from God ?) to enable him, so naturally shy, 
to overcome the irksomeness of addressing his companions 
in age on such a topic — not one of religious controversy but 
of personal experience. It seems now to have become his 
practice to do this ; and what deepens our sympathy with 
him is that the replies of his correspondents always indicate 
that his advances were at least appreciated, and consequently 
that they must ever have been made with becoming modesty 
and delicacy. A tone of conceit or officiousness, or let us 
add, a conduct inconsistent with his professions, would never 
have elicited such answers as the following, and others that 
we shall meet with. Indeed it is the reply that often gives 
more insight into his character than even his own letter; 

I It wu sboat this time (bat it attentively on what he had been 

might have been somewhat later) writing, and reoeired some new 

that having to copy out for Mr. ideas on that subject of which he 

Charles a sermon on 'Christ the never afterwards lost the impres- 

end of the law,* he was led to think sion. 
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for wluch reason we shall furnish others when opportunities 
offer. Let us not regard " ignorance " like young Phelps's JEbt 
Hyde Abbey with disdain ; and let no one review such days 
of his own — ^as we think Mr. Phelps himself was in after 
life too ready to review his, (though no man ever shewed more 
indulgence towards others), with unbecoming depreciation. 
There is an important fact to be borne in mind; he was 
acting up to his light and he was using his talent; both 
light and talent therefore were increased in due time. 

From Mb. H. J. Seagbih. 

WUtariy October 22nd, 1814. 

DXAB WiLLIAMy 

I read your letter with the greatest, the most thoughtful, 
attention ; I read it, not as I would other things with my tongue 
alone, but with the most serious considerations of the heart, and 
permit me to say that I agree with you in every particular therein 
oontaLned ; and far be it from me, far be it from one who boasts the 
name of friend (my heart warms at the name) to be displeased at 
what you have urged ; and even suppose that there was any allusion 
meant to me, it would be the proudest wish of my heart to profit 
by it, and to thank you with an overflowing heart for the benefits 
which you have done me. But I sincerely hope that neither you 
nor T ever will stand in need of such admonitions to convince 
us of the necessity of a fulfilment of the duties they convey with 
them ; and lastly, dear William, if your inclinations should lead 
yoQ to enter into this subject again, pray hesitate not a moment 
(under the mistaken idea that they are displeasing) in communi- 
cating such inclinations to me in the routine of our correspond- 
ence. For what can be more pleasing, what more worthy the 
noble faculties of man, than discoursing upon the duties which 
a religious heart would dictate and an allwise God command ) 
•• I have lost several of my friends here this half year, who 
have happened to leave Winchester before me, and you must be 
aware that this is rather an uncomfortable circumstance at school, 
u a good friend is not so easily obtained.*' The observation I con- 
fern IB just. Many a time have I been in a similar situation. 
Bnt the loss oi a friend is sometimes to be regretted beyond 
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the limited time of being at school : for I have to regret the loss 
of a friend whom I alwayn respected and esteemed. Our friendship 
was first formed at school. He was older than myself and therefore 
left school before me ; then I had to regret his absence. Now I 
have to deplore his death. He left school and entered the army. 
He fell in the front of battle. He fell near the Falls of Niagara 
in America, defending his country's cause. It was the death of 
one of my best friends ; and however much I regret his loss, still 
I find comfort in contemplating the manner in which he quitted 
me. 

I hope, dear William, that our friendship may be ended in the 
same manner ; or in plain words, I ho})e death alone will break the 
bonds of fiiendship. And may He who presided at our natal 
dour, who has permitted the sun to roll over our heads seventeen 
summers, still continue to shed his mercies upon us and permit me 
ever to subscribe myself 

Your affectionate Mend, 

H. J. Seaorim. 

From his Father. 

WilUm, Nowmber 2m^ 1814. 

I thank you for your translations, which I think do you 
great credit, particularly the one on Mrs Chandler, which is un- 
commonly beautiful, and your lines fiossess a flowing tenderness 
very well suited to the occasion. I have shewed them to some of 
your friends here and I assure you they are much admired. 

I was glad to find you partook of the musical treat at Win- 
chester. According to the descriptions I have heard of it, it must 
have been a heavenly one at the Cathedral We must be cautious 
however in pronouncing any of Handel's music ludicrous. Although 
it may not always captivate (which I am free to confess is the case 
with me) real judges are able to discover much science perhaps in 
what may be thought trifling by an ordinary observer. You will 
not, my dear boy, I am sure be displeased at this observation. I 
shall be truly sonry if any little hint I give in my letters should 
prevent your giving to me your free and unbiassed opinion. It is 
what I hope and trust you will do most confidentially on all occa- 
sions without the least restraint. 
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To HiB Aunt. 

WiTichester, November IZth, 1814. 

A melancholy catastrophe has happened to our senior 
writing nsher, Mr. Payne. About ten days ago he was visited by a 
paralytic affection whilst in the act of running on a cold morning. 
He at first imagined it was the rheumatism, but found it increasing 
till bed time, and on the next morning the use of his thighs and 
l^^B was entirely gone. He has not risen from his bed since, and 
the greatest part of his body is devoid of sensation and motion. 
He has had the best attention, but all medical assistance proves as 
yet ineffectuaL Dr. Crawford says the spinal marrow is injured, 
but no cause can be found, and consequently no remedy. He is a 
fine healthy young man, not quite thirty, veiy active, and by no 
means appears to be subject to this kind of attacks. My busy 
time of assisting Mr. Charles is now approaching. The accident I 
have just mentioned happens very awkwardly for him ; he is much 
to be pitied ; I don't know how he will get through . . . deprived 
of such an able assistant. I shall render him all my assistance 
with the greatest pleasure, I am sure ; he behaves in a very 
handsome manner to me . . . . 

I am not forgetful of any of my dear brothers or sisters, and 
have firequently their future advantage nearest to my mind. 

Rev. C. Richards to Mb. Phelps. 

Hyde Abbey School, Winchester ^ 

December 5th, 1814. 
Dbab Sib, 

The vacation commences on the 15th instant Tour 

son will be forwarded to Sarum in the usual manner. 

It is only necessary for me to say that I cannot sufficiently 

praise his conduct and diligence, I have written to one of my 

friends at Oxford to make enquiries.^ The result I will let you 

know by your son. My friend is one of the first characters of the 

Univernty. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

Chas. Richards. 

> The precife object of theae enquiries does not appear. 
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To HIS AUKT. 

Winchester, February I9tk, 1815. 

I must begin by wishing my dearest mother most sin- 
cerely many returns of her birthday, with increased health and 
happiness, and thanks for her very excellent basket. The un- 
pleasant intelligence of my dear father being a£Elicted by a return 
of his old disorder, while not altogether unexpected, gives me the 
greatest pain ; and though experience has made me aware of what 
a gloom is thrown oyer the holidays by such a visitation when 
we are together, I cannot help regretting our separation now, as 
perhaps I might be of service at home. There is however one 
great consolation to be derived from the circumstance of my 
father's having had the gout several times before during my 
absence ; therefore if during the time that this great calamity is 
suspended over us (which time may Qod of His mercy shorten) 
you will take care to let me hear from you accurately, regularly, 
and often, I shall be relieved from a deal of anxiety. But there 
is yet one far greater solace under all afflictions, which proceeds 
from a confident reliance on His goodness, who so graciously 
invites all that are heavy laden to bring their burdens to Him 
and receive peace into their souls ; for though an undisguised 
conscience must^ in many of us, suggest our unworthiness of 
expecting His support, yet religion cheers us again with the 
delightful words, " Seek and ye shall find.** 

Give my kindest love to my &ther and tell him that I have seen 
Mr. Payne twice since I wrote last, and he said no more of my 
proposals ; therefore I sup)x>se Mr. C. R. has tried to obtain some 
assifttance for him from the same quarter without effect ; he seems 
to be gettinic rather better, but as yet is totally helpless. We 
raised a subscription for him among the boys, which I and Pope 
delivered to him yesterday. It amounted to twenty guineas, 
which considering that the generality of our number is so smaU, 
you must own pretty handsome. 

With respect to navigation, my time is so occupied by my other 
emplojrments, that I should be able to devote but very little of it 
to that study ; besides, I should imagine it very unlikely that any 
one here is sufficiently acquainted with it to be able to teach it. 

I have every reason to be satisfied with every thing that is now 
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going on here : but we have no Mr. George. Mr. Zillwood is 
▼eiy attentive. Nothing unpleasant has transpired since I left 
Booke has not returned. I find a pleasant friend and honourable 
companion in Pope. ' 

SLooerely and constantly shall I unite my prayers with all at 
home for patience and true consolation under this affliction. I 
need not say how ardently I pray that the Almighty may bless 
my dearest parents ^and support them under this and every other 
affliction with that comfort which the world cannot give; and 
though at present they receive (I fear) little or no aid from 
whence it is most due to them, namely from their children, I 
trust that the time may come when the " debt immense of grati- 
tude," as Milton terms it, will amply be paid. With kindest love 
to Jane and Atin, bid them have a steady eye to the main point. 
Assure them from me that every moment spent in proper study 
and attention to our duties both to Gk)d and our fellow creatures 
is tamed to sterling gold. 

Sunday morning, t.S. — ^I have no hopes of Mr. George's return. 
He tells me that he has had incessant headache for nearly five 
months now, and we all know that is enough to unsettle the 
sbongest nerves, and he is naturally of a weak constitution. 

Fbom his Father. 

Wilton, May lOth, 1815. 

Your letter reached me on Sunday last, and truly grati- 
fying to my feelings it was to find you are again under the 
tuition and enjoying the confidence of Mr. George, which conveys 
to my mind more than volumes could communicate of your well 
deserving. Tour situation under his immediate guidance is an 
enviable one, and fortunate it is that you know how to appreciate 
it as you ought The time of your going to College shall be 
agreeably to his direction ; and if we cannot get the advantages in 
tiiat respect which we wish for, and which we must still endeavour 
to obtain, we must muster our forces as well as we can and do 
without them. 

« RicbaidThomasPembrokePope, country. A very warm friendship 

a native of Ireland, who afterwards ripened between him and Phelps, 

achieved much distinction as an and Pope's name will frequently 

eloquent controvcMialist in that come before us. See Index. 
d2 
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I like the idea of ** learning to keep a secret. '' I tnmt howeyer, 
my dear boy, you had it not to learn. Nothing can be more con- 
temptible than a poor empty fellow big with a mighty secret which 
he is blabbing to every one he meets. I showed your mother your 
letter of course, but laid on her the injunctions of secresy ; so that 
you may rest assured your worthy tutor's future intentions* will 
never be divulged from this quarter. Fear not that you will incur 
my censure in what you impart. While I have any sense of 
feeling I shall strongly participate in your pleasures and in your 
pains. 

Mr. Dodsworth of Salisbury has just sent me my copy of his 
work on the Salisbury Cathedral ' It is a handsome quarto : the 
plates are admirable and the letter-press highly creditable to the 
printers, Brodie and Dowding. I think you will be pleased 
with it. 

To R T. P. Pope, 

WUtan, June 20th, 1815. 

I have been reading over your '' Pallentes MorbL'* I 
shall not disgust you with what may appear flattery. I will only 
say that I was extremely gratified with them, and trust that I 
shall often be equally pleased by reading them over again, as I 
have a copy by me. 

I dare say you enjoyed yourselves going home, as you had a 
pleasant party, though I should suppose you must have been rather 
crowded. We came on very comfortably with Zillwood. Ton 
know he is full of anecdote, which I found very agreeable, as it 
raised my spirits a little. I heartily wish I might be able to 
spend a few hours with you these holidays, but there is not much 
probability of any thing of the sort. I shall return to Winchester, 
and hope to hear shortly of your doing the same, that we may 
enjoy Mr. George's instruction and kindness a little more together, 



1 Most probably a reference to 
Mr. George's intentioiis to etand for 
Leedfl Onunmar School See further 



00. 



* *' Hifetorical account of the Epis- 
copal See and Cathedral Church of 
Sarom, compriaing Biogr^hioal no- 
tioee of the Biabope of Saliabory.** 



Salisbury : 1814. 4to. The author 
William Dodsworth was a learned 
Verver of that Cathedral, and in 
1792 pabliahed in 8ro at Salisbory 
a '*Guide to the Cathedral Choroh of 
Salisbury, with a particular account 
of the improvements made there 
under the direction of J. Wyatt'* 
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and I trust part with more hilarity than we did now. I am sure 
I shall not know what to do without you : I believe I sliall shut 
myself up in a sentry-box. 

As you were kind enough to request me to say how I found my 
sister, I comply with the greatest readiness, as I am happy to be 
enabled to inform you that I found her much better than I 
expected. We hope that the *' Great Physician " George spoke of 
may in time restore her to us. 

To K T. P. Pope. 

WUton, July Zrd, 1815. 
I was highly delighted with the description you gave me 
<^ your humorous journey. I think you will occasionally have 
Bagshot in your mind as long as you live. Panton and Oliphant 
took the parts in this transaction that I should exactly have 
expected from them ; but constable Yulcan's behaviour, towards the 
catastrophe, was truly diverting. I was much pleased with the 
aooount of your amusements since you have been in London. 
Remember, as I was never there, every account of any thing you 
see at all striking will be very agreeable to me. I greatly envied 
you the pleasure you derived from Miss O'Neil's* acting. You 
did not tell me who took the part of 'Hhe Stranger." I saw 
Elliston' in it once, and was much gratified by his performance. 

I must not forget to thank you for the paper you sent me ; I 
had seen two accounts of the battle,' but I could read the third 
with pleasure. . . . 

" London is the Devil," you know : don't let any of its diabolical 
temptations trepan you into any unpleasantness. You, even yauy 
had need to be on your guard. 

In the month of August 1815 the Salisbury newspaper 
announced a vacancy in the tenure of the Wiltshire Scholar- 
ship at Corpus Christi College, Oxford. In this society- 
there were twenty scholarships, all of them "close" or 
appropriated to natives of particular localities. Of these 

1 MiM 0*Neil, afterwards Mrs. theatre (much patroxuBed by the 

Beeher, was then a young actress Harrises, Lord Malmesbur3r*8 family) 

of 24. that Phelps (who only went to 

> Robert William Elliston was London for the first time in 1818) 

bom 177^ and died July 7, 1831. saw him perform. 
It was probably at the Salisbury 'Waterloo. 
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localities, twelve in number, the county of Hants was the 
most favoured, being allowed to fill no less than three of the 
twenty. Surrey, Kent, Gloucestershire, Lincolnshire, Bath 
and Wells diocese, Exeter diocese, each had two scholars 
there ; while only a single one proceeded from each of the 
following five, Bedfordshire, Oxfordshire, Durham, Lanca- 
shire, Wiltshire. In these latter five therefore, vacancies 
at least would be rarer, if not the competition for them 
severer. 

The vacancy then having been announced, the masters of 
Hyde Abbey School consulted together and decided that 
they had a Wiltshire man among their pupils sufficiently 
advanced to warrant his standing for this prize, without 
danger to their credit. By such men such a conclusion 
would not be arrived at on trivial grounds ; for a Corpus 
scholarship, as it led by certain rotation and without any 
further contest, to a fellowship, was in all Oxford one of the 
most coveted. Accordingly Mr. Phelps of Wilton received 
from Mr. Zillwood the following letter. 

Mb. Zillwood to Mb. Psblfs. 

Winchester, August I7th, 1815. 

Mt deab Sib, 

Since I saw jou at Wilton I have discovered that, by the 
death of a Mr. Haloomb of Mai'lborongh, there is now a vacant 
scholarship for a Wiltshire man at Corpus Ghristi College, Oxford ; 
and the Messrs. Richards agree with me in opinion that your son 
should become a candidate for it. I write therefore to recommend 
yon to address a line to the President, stating where your son now 
is, and jour desire of his being a candidate, and requesting also the 
feivour of his informing you when . . . [the letter torn off here]. 

It was well understood that for this valuable endowment 
there would be competitors from Winchester College ; and 
Mr. Phelps the father excusably surmised that a great 
public school must needs cany an influence dominating 
that of its private neighbour at Hyde. In his primary 
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application to the college therefore, he could not refrain from 
mentioning the name of Lord Pembroke as one who was so 
good as to take an interest in his son's welfare. Of this 
hint the President of Corpus in his reply took no notice, 
but merely informed the applicant that candidates must, 
on Saturday the 14th of October following, personally 
deliver their credentials at the college, and that the exami- 
nation would proceed in the week ensuing until Friday the 
20th, on which day the decision would be declared. 

It was indeed the case, that that benevolent nobleman had 
shewn an interest in his meritorious neighbours whom he so 
much respected; for a few days afterwards he sent for Mr. 
Phelps to see a letter just received from a friend who, at 
his Lordship's instance, had written to an old Corpus Fellow 
and had hinted that if influence were allowed to avail it 
might not be wanting in Mr. Phelps's behalf. This letter 
now received saved them all from a damaging mistake. It 
informed them that Winchester College had indeed always 
been accustomed to send up competitors of great strength 
for the western scholarships, but that at the same time only 
merit was recognised; that the society of Corpus would 
most certainly feel oflended rather than flattered by any 
powerful interference with their choice; that, even in case of 
an equality in attainment and capacity, the circumstance of 
being one of a large family would have more weight than 
the interposition of the candidate's distinguished patron. 
The Corpus Fellow added: — " If you will look into an enter- 
taining collection of Letters published from originals in the 
Bodleian, you will see the antiquity and purity of elections 
at our College." 

To HIS Father. 

Winchester f Augvst 25th, 1815. 
It is needlera for me to attempt to describe my feelings 
and anxieties on the present occasion : they are of the strongest 
natare, but I hope I shall profit by your advice of keeping myself 
ODiDpoited till the trial is over. The necessary preparation is very 
terrible indeed ! I am sure if Lord Pembroke smiled at reading my 
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friend Bingham's ' list^ I don't know what he would say were he to 
see the formidable one Mr. George showed me. Interest is of very 
little weight. And as it is quite uncertain which of the books you 
will be set on in, and impossible that you should hare read them 
ally it is a great chance if you are required to construe a part you 
are acquainted with; and in this respect the luckiest will be 
esteemed the best. I very much wish to know who my competitors 
are to be ; I am apprehensive that many of them will be gownsmen, 
as I should suppose the Wiltshire men would not let slip so great 
an opportunity. Small as my chance may be, I trust that no 
exertion will be wanting on my part I shall be more particularly 
urged to be indefatigable, (if my natural feelings are not sufficient) 
as Pope will leave us at the end of September, and as a companion 
he is the life of my comfort here. And in addition to this, Mr. 
Qeorge will not remain longer than this half-year. He is the 
successful candidate for the Grammar School at Leeds, ' £500 per 
annum, an excellent house, and permission to keep forty private 
commoners at eighty guineas each per annum besides. All his 
competitors were clergymen of the Established Church : there were 
forty of them, and he was entirely unknown to every one there. 
How much to his credit ! The School is in the greatest repute. 
The situation, regulations, and neighbourhood, are preferable to 
this, and moreover entering on it so soon as next January will be of 
weight with him. He only heard of his success yesterday and has 
not mentioned it to me yet. 

I have many reasons to be obliged to Mr. Zillwood. He will 
lend me several books very expensive in themselves and necessaiy 
for my preparation, and has very considerately told me that he did 
not think it necessary for me to continue mathematics with him, as 
my time might perhaps be better employed. .... 

Let me know how John and his grammar agree. I heartily wish 
he may make some proficiency in it ... . 

From his Father. 

Wilion, Auguii ZOth, 1815. 
I can judge of your feelings and anxiety on the impending 

I He bad quitted Hyde more than * Elected to Leeds August 23 : 

A tweWemonth before, owing to renuuned at Hyde till the end of 

domestic afflictions, and was now the half -year, and commenced his 

assiBtinff in a school at Twyford, dutiesat Leeds at the end of January, 

near Wmchester. 1816. 
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'great — the important day ' by my own. You mention the necesflary 
preparation as very terrible indeed. Courage ! The greater the 
difficulty, the greater the honour from the achievement, should you 
succeed. And should you not succeed, as Dr. Pole ' observes (whom 
I called on a few days ago) there will be no disgrace attending it; 
adding, that ''the College of Corpus stands more on its scholarship 
than almost any other in Oxford." Lord Pembroke sent for me 
yesterday to shew me a letter his friend Wilbraham received &om 
a friend of his of the above College, and as he allowed me to 
copy it, I will transcribe it for you if I have time. You will 
see that he thinks little or nothing of interest ; but as he mentions 
what is more likely to be of service, I have taken the liberty to 
suggest the idea of a large family to Mr. Kichards in the enclosed, 
when he furnishes you with a letter, as I doubt not but he will, 
when you set out 

The circumstances you allude to must stimulate you to use every 
exertion to obtain so desirable an object as a footing in the 
University, were any stimulus wanting. But this, 1 am well- 
assured is not the case. Let not however your over-solicitude on 
the occasion prevent you from taking your usual quantum of air 
and exercise. A sound mind and a sound body should go together. 
Without the latter, the former frequently loses its energy. 

Fbom his Father. 

Wilton^ September 8th, 1815. 

Lord P. having returned Mr. Bingham's letter, I return 
it to yoo, thinking that as you had but a cursory view of it, it 
might be of some use to you, in giving you some idea of what 
the examination may be. I cannot but think your age a very 
proper one ; and although you did not begin your studies at so early 
an age as many others, I cannot help hoping that your extraordinaiy 
attention will make up for that deficiency ; and as this chance is 
confined to one county, I see no great reason to despond. Bingham 
says there are forty candidates for eight vacancies ; according to 
which proportion I should think it likely you will not meet more 
than four rivals, if so many. Besides, Mr. Zillwood in his letter 
to me on business mentions that the Messrs. Bichards agreed with 

1 Dr. Edward Pole, of All Souls tin, three miles west of Wilton. 
CoDege, Rector of Barford St Mar- 
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him in opinion that you should offer yourself as a candidate, which 
they would not do were there not some small chance of success. 

To HIS Aunt. 

Winchester, September nth, 1815. 

The game arrived in safety on Friday night Mr. 
Zillwood acknowledged the kindness by inviting me to dine with 
him to-day, when Mr. and Mrs. Zillwood, myself, another boy, 
and the junior latin Assistant partook of the hare, which was the 
best I ever tasted. I believe every one of us would be extremely 
happy to meet such another dish of game once a month. 

Mr. Charles has been about to one place and another so much 
lately, that he desires me to tell my father he has not had time to 
write to him ; but he thinks I should certainly try for the scholar- 
ship, and he will take care to see every thing is right, and will 
write to the President before the time. My father will be pleased 
to hear that Mr. Charles has treated me with particular kindness 
this week. He has advised me what to attend to chiefly, and 
chatted with me two or three times on the subject ; he will, I 
believe, examine me shortly himself Wish me good luck ! Mr. 
Oeorge goes to Leeds to-morrow for a fortnight. He won't attend 
to this school much more. Pope goes on Tuesday. Stonhouse,' 
a boy who has behaved with remarkable kindness and friendship 
to me, unexpectedly was removed to the College on Friday ; so 
that I am quite alienated from the School, having scarcely any 
one I know or care about. If I were not rather busy I should 
find my stay here very burthensome and unpleasant I assure 
you the parting from the companions of my early days awakens in 
me the most lively regret. Every place I look round on, reminds 
me of the scene of former mirth and those who joined me in 
the pastimes that once circled round there. Every sound I 
hear in the field echoes the voice of some of my former friends ; 



1 neory StonhoDM, mndaon of 
the Rev. Sir Junes StonaooBe. The 
latter was one of the most interest- 
ing religious characters of the 18th 
century, who before succeeding to 
the family title practiced as a phy- 
sician at Northampton and was a 
determined inHdeL Through inter- 
course with Doddridge and perusal 
of James Herrey's writings ne be- 



came an earnest convert to Chris- 
tianity, was ordained, and hdd 
preferment in Wilts, but resided 
much at Bristol He died December 
8, 17tt5. His srandson, went from 
^''incnevtcr to riew College, and in 
183o t(H>k the living of Stanton St. 
John* Oxfordshire, m the patronage 
of that society. 
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and the school-bell, as often as I hear it, seems to ring the knell 
of my happy hours. It won't do for me to indulge in these reflec- 
tions : they are too violent for my bearing. My pupil is come. 
He is about eleven years old. He seems to be a very good little 
boy, from Yorkshire. 

To HIS MOTHEB. 

Hyde Abbey, October I sty 1815. 

On this day five years I flrst came to this school, and the 
day of account is at hand when I am to prove my use of that time, 
whether I have spent it well or not ! I cannot say that J look 
forward to it without some anxiety, for though I have made con- 
siderably greater progress than the generality of boys do in that 
period of time, I am fully sensible that many hours have been 
misspent, and that a great many have passed by me for which 
I could give but a poor account. Among these I have to lament 
how little I have done during my vacations. We are so short- 
sighted that we seldom look forward to any future examination of 
past days, or how glad should I have been to seize every moment 
and apply it to its proper use ! May this reflection be so impressed 
upon my mind that I may '* redeem my misspent moments past,'' 
80 that in the last and great day of account my two or Ave talents 
may be found to have gained to them other two or five. 

Tive years comprise a considerable portion of life, and very 
many changes and reverses usually happen in that space ; but I 
am sure our family has every reason to be satisfied, and gratefully 
to acknowledge that its share of calamity has not been oppressive. 
We have not been deprived of our friends or the comforts of life, 
as thousands have ! For my own part no language can express 
the gratitude J owe and feel for the education I have enjoyed. I 
am sure that while I am in my senses I can think no fortune 
equivalent to it. 

I remember, as if it were but yesterday, my leaving home after 
dinner with my father and Mr. Nightingale, with some bunches of 
blue grapes in my hand. With what a hodge-podge of hopes and 
feara, pains and pleasures, J first came up to Mr. Kichards ! I 
have had to encounter several difficulties in my road up the 
school, to be sure ; but we are not to be expected to obtain advan- 
tages without some obstacles. ^ Rugged is the path to fame.'' I 
thank God I have got over them all : and if now I shall be found 
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» >ttvy ioia» il with credit, I oaght to be extremely happy. I 

li^a^ » know my fate, and little more than a fortnight will 

iMertuiato^ il. 

WVh^mt I be fortunate at Oxford or no, it is pleasant to look 

tSorw^urd to a little opportunity of seeing you all at Wilton shortly, 

«a;s'^ will be something unusual ; only I hope most sincerely that 

w^ fnends do not entertain a very sanguine hope of my success ; 

s>cbL<Twi9e the disappointment I shall witness everywhere in case 

of my defeat (which is by no means improbable) will damp every 

ihittg like pleasure I might have anticipated in coming home. 

Tht» examination is of a very difficult nature, and it is very 

|x^ble that I may have a book put into my hands that I know 

BoUiing about, which will quite throw me out. In addition to 

that» my age is not very fietvourable. So that it is the merest 

chance that I succeed. This is really the case ; so it would be 

injustice towards mA to entertain too high hopes. I would not 

have you understand from thb that I encourage despair at alL 

On the contrary, though I know it is but a chance, I am highly 

delighted with that chance ; for let the event be what it will, I 

am sure of this, that I shall have learnt more from what I am 

reading now for the examination than I should otherwiee have done. 

Do my father and Mr. Ford think any thing of coming to see me 

at Oxford 1 Glad as I should be to see them, I should be mortified 

at their taking the trouble if I Cedled. Does Mr. Bennett know 

any of my rivab ? 

To R. T. P. Pops. 

Hyde Abbey, October %th, 1815. 

I cannot omit this opportunity of just writing a few lines 

to you, though you know the reasons I have for not writing more 

just at present. Accept my thanks for the Mu9a AngUecma. ' I 

like the edition very much indeed. 

We celebrated our Quarter Day yesterday. Charles very kindly 

took nearly all the trouble on himself. Your brother is put into 

the second division, but as he is junior of the fellows who were 

promoted, it entirely depends upon himself whether or no he will 

remain there or go down again. 

1 Thii oollection of Latin Poems AnglicanAmin Analecta ; sivePoem- 

by English Authors came out in ata qusdam melioris not», seu hac- 

1721, published by Jacob Tonson, tenos inedita sau sparsim edita, in 

London, under the title, "Musarum duo volumina." 
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Mr. and Mrs. RichardA sen. have left their house, to board and 
live with Charles. I dined in the parlour yesterday, and Mrs. H. 
senior paid you several very handsome compliments ; so you have ^ 
left a good name behind you. Mrs. Charles said that they used 
always to remark that you and I walked together past the window 
to Kemott's ' as regularly as the day came. 

I seek Oxford next Friday. It is an anxious time for me. 
However I have made up my mind for not succeeding, as weU as 
I can ; and I have pleasure in being persuaded that you will not 
think worse of me for not succeeding, as you are aware of its being 
a mere chance with whom I shall have to contend. Touching on 
this subject, I am warned to make the most of my time, now very 
ihort, which I trust you will excuse from 

Your affectionate friend, 

W. W. Phelps. 

Fbom his Father. 

WUtan, Sunday Evening^ October 8^, 1815. 
I must again caution you not to let too great an anxiety 
in your present pursuits depress your spirits and thereby injure 
your nervous system. For after all, what possible disgrace can 
attend the fi&ilure of your present attempt ? It would be ridiculous 
to suppose there may not be many yoimg men in the extensive 
county of Wilts whose acquirements may not equal or surpass one's 
own. Depend upon it, the attempt will be creditable to you. I 
see no reason to despair of success j and the most likely way to 
attain it, after having done your best, will be by possessing that 
coolness and equanimity of temper which I should hope will always 
result to us when we are conscious of having performed our duty 
to the best of our ability. 

Let us hear from you as soon after your arrival at Oxford as 
possible. If yon have the least wish for my being with you, do 
do not hesitate to say so (as Philip can take my place in the school 



' Mr. Richards was in the habit 
of rewarding the best boys about 
onoe a week, by treating them with 
awrittenorderon thisworthypastry- 
cook, to whose produce Phelps had 
•0 ei^y and so seasonable an intro- 
duction. Her shop was a few doors 
from the school, in the direction of 
the city, and on the same side of the 



street. It had a window slightly 
bayed, and was reached by three or 
four steep steps. The senior boys 
made it their afternoon lounge, a 
kind of Common Room in fact, and 
it was a very safe one inr^flnrd to its 
favourite beverage. Old fiyde boys 
well remember mother Kemott's 
'* Capilhuie." 
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for a fbw dajs) and I will get into one of the coaches and join you 
as soon as possible. It is your mother's and my earnest desire that 
you take an inside place in the coach, as the rawness of the morning 
and evening air at this time of the year is very likely to bring on 
cold, and may render you very uncomfortable in getting through 
your examination. Besides the letter giving an account of your 
safe arrival, we shall be anxious to receive your report from time 
to time respecting your examination, <bc., and I suppose you 
will be able soon to give us the number of your opponents. I 
shall hardly write to you again this week, unless you wish it on any 
occasion. I shall therefore conclude with your dear mother's 
and my kind blessing, and it is almost unnecessary to add our best 
wishes for a safe journey to you, complete success, and a safe return. 
I again desire you to say if you think you should feel more comfort 
by having me near you. 

Your affectionate father, 

J. P. 
F.S. Tuesday Morning. 

I was prevented from sending the above for a frank yes- 
terday, and you will not be sorry for it when I tell you that your 
uncle Philip intends to accompany you to Oxford and will meet 
you at Winchester on Thursday evening next, if nothing happens 
to prevent him, mounted on Blucher. ' 

On the' last day of his pupilage at Hyde Abbey he 
received from his father a letter dated October llih con- 
cluding thus : — 

If it be true that interest has no sway at the election, I do not 
conceive that you have much to fear from the circumstance of your 
opponents coming from Winton College. Unless their attainments 
surpass yours, I cannot but hope that you have a very good chance 
of succeeding. Adieu ! 

On the next morning Friday October 13th be shook hands 
with his masters and received their last good wishes ; and 
as the door closed behind him, we have authority for know- 

> The r«id«r will notioe the indi- Mmhsl **Forwarda" suited a steed 
cation of the popnUrity of this name admirably, 
in Tgngi^"'^ now in Waterloo year. 
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ing that they thought, if they did not actually say, of him 
pretty much as follows — " At Hyde Abbey he always exhi- 
bited an extraordinary degree of diligence and perseverance, 
combined with a considerable share of natural ability. He 
made a great and rapid progress in classical attainments. 
No young man ever passed through Hyde Abbey School 
with a higher character for diligence, good moral conduct, 
and respectful manners and behaviour."* 

Our candidate first took the road to Southampton, whence 
he proceeded by the Oxford coach. At a certain point of 
the journey he was joined by his uncle from Wilton, Mr. 
Philip Phelps, who loved his nephew like a son. How they 
&red on the way and reached their Oxford lodgings, and 
how the Corpus fight began and how it ended, a couple of 
chatty letters wiU narrate excellently well. 

Mb. Philip Phelps to Mb. Phelps. 

Oxford, October Uth, 1816. 
Dear Bbotheb, 

WUliam, as ^ell as myself, thank God, is quite well and 
in good spirits. His companions in the coach were two candidates 
from the College for Hampshire and a College Master, of course 
neither of them opponents. I suppose Thomas told you there was 
not any room for me inside or outside the coach, which you may 
believe was most unpleasant to us both. I saw William safe in 
the coach, with hope of better luck next morning for myself. 
Bat after it had been gone half an hour, a yoimg man firom the 
College by the name — , who was disappointed as well as myself 
in going by the coach, ordered a chaise. I said, if it was agree- 
able, I would take part of it, to which he consented. After 
riding about two miles with my companion, he began to ask me 
if I belonged to the County of Wilts, and to what place. Then he 
presumed my name was Phelps (which by the bye he saw on the 
coach bill, my name being there as a passenger if there had been 
room). He then said he was going to Oxford as a candidate for 
a Scholarship for Corpus Christi for Wilts, and from what he 
had learnt, he had to fear an able opponent of that name. ' Is 

' Ur. Charles wrote him this tet- the Harrow Masterahip. 
' in 1826, when he tried for 
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he related to joa V * He is tHonght clever, is he not f * Is 
he gone on? He next said that a lad named B. of about 
fourteen years of age went yesterday to Oxford from the Collie 
as a candidate for Wilts, that he built principally on his age, 
and added ' taking his age and ability into consideration I do not 
consider I have any thing to fear from him.' I really think, from 
his conversation, that he believes William or himself will be 
elected to the scholarship, and the other to an exhibition. After 
I had been so closely questioned, I thought it was my turn to 
question, by which I found his name is — and that his f&ther is 
a clergyman at 

Afler this conversation, which lasted about an hour, he did not 
say half^ no not a quarter, so much all the rest of the journey. 
He is the proudest youth I think I ever met with. If he is half 
so learned as he is high and consequential, William will stand 
but a poor chance with him. 

When we had reached Whitchurch, a young man from Andover 
was just arrived in a one horse chaise with the hope of getting on 
to Oxford by the coach. In order to take from the expense, I 
told him he might take part of our chaise, which he gladly 
accepted. This offended the great man Mr. — highly. He 
said — ' let it be but for one stage then.' 

When we had reached the next stage, Newbury (where I over- 
took William, who had sat down to a comfortable dinner with his 
companions and I assure you was right glad to see me) I did not 
say any thing either to the young man or — , but ordered another 
chaise immediately. — walked into the parlour and I soon 
followed; when he said — ^I suppose you would like to go on 
with that young man ; I'll order a chaise for myself,' which he 
immediately did. I asked the young man if he would take half 
a chaise on to Oxford, and finding he would rather try to get a 
cheaper conveyance, I said to — that as we had come thus far 
together we might as well continue so to the end of our journey, 
to which he agreed. Nothing but the great expense of going alone 
should have induced me to come on with him. 

On reaching Abingdon, finding I was considerably a-head of 
William, I took my leave of my companion and walked this last 
stage to Oxford and got there just afler William. We were both 
at William's lodgings (Mrs. Salisbury's, Broad Street) about six. 
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Before breakfiut this moming we went dc^wn to Corpus and 
asked what time would be best to wait on Dr. Cooke, and were 
told anj time after ten. We breakfiosted, and marched down to 
Corpus between ten and eleven, where William was shown the 
Doctor's apartments. The Doctor took his own letter ^ from him 
and examined the addresses of the others, one of which he 
corrected. After looking at his certificate he said — 'You are 
eighteen.' William said — 'Just arrived at that age, Sir.' He 
then directed him to be at the chapel at eight o'clock, Monday 
moming. I was walking in the quadrangle all this time, and 
when William came out it was about twelve. He said he did 
not see any more than the two names before mentioned on the 
Doctor's table as opponents. The Doctor endorsed all three of 
their certificates in this way : Phelps eighteen, — seventeen, 
B. fourteen, without the day on which they arrived at those 
years ; which I cannot but think is unfavourable to William ; 
because he may not be more than two months older than — , 
whereas he appears by the endorsement to be a year older. 
William intends, if opportunity offers, to mention the time he 
became eighteen to the rest ; for every one whom he has addressed 
will examine him separately. I suppose, now the Oxford Election 
is over, we shall not see Mr. Sheldon here. If I do, I will desire 
him to call the attention of the Doctor to this point. There is 
a Senior Fellow of Magdalen, a Mr. Grantham, to whom William 
delivered a letter from Mr. C. Richards. He seems disposed to 
assist in anything. William, F believe, will breakfast with him 
Tuesday moming, and he then will mention the circumstances to 
him. I really from my heart (from the account I have heard 
of — ^'s abilities from two of his companions of the College) do 



' A eofj of this circnlar survives. 
We labjom it as a spedmen of the 
latimty then cultivated at Hyde. 

"Beverendo Viro, AB., CoUegii 
C^yrporis Christi apud Oxonienses 
Socio. 

Vir Reverende, lioeat mihi in 
arenam literariam descensuro pa- 
trodnium tanm implorare. Semper 
floim inter mazim^ desideranaos 
bonorathunchabui, uteum bonorum 
el emditoram sooietate veraarer, 
quibas auctoribus virtutem et doc- 



trinam cum fructn ezoolere poasem. 
Et si eventus ita f elix mihi accident 
ut in Collegium vestrum cooptatus 
sim, promitto (quantum de se pro- 
mittere hominum natura valeat) roe 
navaturum operam ut prseceptoribus 
diligentisaime audiens videar, et 
mores inculpandos ersa omnes exer- 
ceam. Si ae baiev(3entii tud boo 
impetravero, ab omni parte juvenem 
beaveris qui ez animo se nuncupat 
tibi devinotisBimnffl, 

Gfl. Phelps* 
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not tbiok William has any thing so much to fear as his age, 
which I sincerely hope will be abundantly made up by superior 
abilities. 

Seven o'clock, Saturday evening. William is just come in to 
sit half an hour. He tells me he has seen young C. (one of the 
Hampshire candidates) who is just come from his first examina* 
tion of three-quarters of an hour before one of the Lecturers : he 
was told to be in the chapel on Monday morning, when they 
(the candidates) would be all locked up to write a Latin essay. 
William says he never saw a fellow appear more glad to think 
his first examination was over, which he said was extremely 
severe. He was examined from books, both of Latin and Greek, 
which he had never before seen. 

I am really afraid I shall tire your patience with this long 
epiutle, but having nothing else to do I have entered more into 
particulars than I should otherwise have done. 

Sunday, twelve o'clock. Just returned from church. A.11 
well. William says he shall write to you by Tuesday's pont; 
which will be interesting, as he will then be able to give some 
account of his proceedings. 

It may surprise us to hear so much of eighteen. But it 
had been long the custom at Corpus, as their Scholars were 
obliged to remain in residence for seven years, to elect them 
at an earlier age than this ; sometimes at sixteen or under. ' 
The fact however of a young man having been once 
admitted as a candidate at aU, ought to have secured him 
from further molestation. Had the examination been 
public, when examiners are examined as much as examinees, 
a preliminary disarmament of the brain such as Phelps 
here underwent would have been impossible. ' Nor yet in 



1 ThoQias Arnold hiid been elected 
from Winchester College to a Hamp- 
shire sdhoUrahip in 1811 at about 
the age of fifteen and three-qnarters. 
John Keble was elected for Gloa- 
oeeterahire December 12th, 1S06 at 
the age of fourteen years and eight 
months. Judge Coleridge, for the 
Exeter diocese, in April 1809 at the 
age of nineteen. 



The President's official notice to 
Mr. Phelps, on August 20th, stated 
that "the candidates are required 
to be from twelve to nineteen years 
of Afte." 

'We shall find further on that 
this was not the only time Mr. 
Phelps suffered from the Oxford 
practioe of private examinationt. 
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point of fact was eighteen any discredit to him at all. He 
was just five years old in classics, and probably the very 
youngest of his competitors was older than that. The 
anxiety of those few days, so greatly aggravated by that 
unskilful doctor, was long remembered by him ; and never 
did he in succeeding years witness these recurring contests 
without sympathy for those country youths who had come 
up to an ordeal that might prove for some of them, as it 
proved for himself, a turning point in life. Indeed it is 
entirely for what it was in this respect to him that we have 
dwelt thus long upon so familiar a University occurrence 
as a Scholarship success, which in most biographies is 
recorded with only a passing remark. 

To HIS FATHER. 

October I7th, 1815. 
Perhaps you rather expected that I should have written 
a line yesterday ; but the fact was that appearances were not very 
favourable then, and I wished to see what would be the event of 
to-day's examination before I expressed myself on the subjeot. 

I have three opponents, one of seventeen and two of fifteen years 
of age. Saturday I merely delivered in my certificate. Monday 
at eight, attended Corpus chapel. At ten the competitors were 
locked up with |)eD, ink, and paper, for the purpose of composing 
a prose and verse task in Latin, and from this I was not liberated 
till half-past four. We gave up our tasks then and shall hear no 
more of them. 

At six in the evening we went to Dr. Barton, who examined us 
separately in the classics, and this is the worst part of all. The 
Doctor put a great many questions to me i*especting my age and 
backwardness before he began my examination, and this so discon- 
certed me that I did not recover confidence the whole time. Such 
was the state of affairs when, uncle Philip wrote. 

This morning I arose not in the highest spirits from the adven- 
tures of the preceding evening. However I put the best face 
upon the matter and bent my course to chapel again at eight. My 
spirits then revived a little, and at ten I renewed the charge with 
(if possible) greater vigour. We then wrote an English essay in 
%2 
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proee, and this occupied me till half-paflt two. This was also given 
up bj the porter, and we heard no more of it. At six again, under 
no small anxiety, I waited on Dr. Cooke, who together with the 
Vice-President examined me in the classics for the second tim& 
The Satires of Horace were the first part, and fortunately I was 
put on in a passage I had before read with Mr. ZUlwood, and con- 
sequently met with no difficulty in it. livy next opposed me, 
who at first looked rather hostile on me, as I had never seen him 
before. However I was fortunate enough to overcome him. Then 
Homer challenged me with his Iliad; but as I had conned him over 
before, I knew how to aim my blows at him. And lastly I had a 
paaaage of Xenophon put before me which I had never before met 
with, yet I am happy to say I laid him down in a tolerably credit- 
able manner. 

On the whole, this evening's work has terminated satisfactorily. 
I hope the future will be as welL At least I hope that I shall not 
disgrace myself It will be impossible to know before Friday how 
this terminatesL I must however mention that I have very veiy 
great reason to be apprehensive that the youth of my competitors 
will exclude me from the palm. But be it as it will, may I always 
bow with resignation to the will of Providence. .... 

Friday morning came, and the two kinsmen were early 
at the College to learn the faie of the day. While the 
younger man entered within to make his last appearance 
before the heads, the elder, whose cheerful society throughout 
the week had been at the end of each day's weary battle 
an antidote to all discouragement, now stationed himself by 
the entrance gate in anxious suspense. After a while a 
cluster of yoimg men issued fix)m a doorway. These were 
the candidates; and each successful competitor was recognised 
by his appearing in academical costume ready to proceed to 
the last formalities. To his inexpressible joy unde Philip 
recognised his nephew in the new garb, and contained himself 
as well as he could.^ All Phelps's work had been creditable, but 
in one thing especially he had been so superior as to distance 

> We have nwt with the foUowiiig of this oocuion. 
lines by Mr. Fheipe in runembranoe 
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his competitors and make even Doctor Barton forget to ask 
again how he came to be so old. This was his Latin Yerse, 
which, as one of the electors afterwards stated, outweighed 
every possible objection.* 

His matriculation took place without delay, and the 
happy unde saw the happy youth £Gurly enrolled a member 
of the great University. This done, the gownsman inquired 
— " Now, unde Philip, how shall we spend the rest of the 
dayT Uncle Philip replied, "Oxford cannot contain me 
another hour. We must down to Wilton at once !" They 
went and ordered post horses. 

Travelling all night, they reached the quiet old town on 
Saturday morning, just as school was assembling for work 
and books were being very leisurely opened. The Oxonian 
went to his mother in the parlour. Mr. Phelps was in the 
8choohxx)m seated at his desk: his body was there, his 
mind was — ^we may guess where. The bright October sun 
was streaming through the windows, where the fruitful 
vine, from which the child five years before had with good 
omen carried his hands full, showed again its purple clusters. 
Unexpectedly there entered the elder traveller, his eye 
overflowing with joy as he walked quickly up to the master 
and whispered as he grasped his hand — " Will is elected." 

" Boys ! you have a holiday " — was the reply. 

This was enough for the boys, who as they clapped up 
their books less leisurely than they had opened them, were 
much puzzled as to whence their luck had come, and asked 



— — **.De»r old CorpuB ownB me for her son. 

Day of my pride — oh, vain unworthv word 

Day of tmbotmded mercy from the Lord 1 
Dear uncle I Did'st thou know me on that day 
In cap and gown equipped so spruce and gay t 
I saw the t^rs run down thy ii^^udy face ; 
I read the looks no time can e'er efiface." 

1 The President's notice of August mentioning any other special feature 

20th, stated that ' 'Some considerable of the examination. See Robinson's 

proficiency in prose and verse com- letter of October 22nd, presently, 
poaitiimwill be expected ;** without 
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each other — *' What's happened T It could not be another 
victory : for Wellington had come home, and — good bye to 
holidays — ^the war was over. Never in recent years had 
the laurelled coach brought down to Wilton more heart- 
gladdening news than that which uncle Philip then whispered 
to his much loved brother. The second son of the house, 
recalling more than half a century afterwards the scene he 
then witnessed, so insignificant for the eye of the great 
world, so auspicious in the annals of a family, describes his 
father thus : — *' Well do I recollect following him from the 
schoolroom up the long passage that led to his chamber; 
and I was in time to hear him say, as he calmly sat down 
by his bedside, 'In the multitude of the sorrows that I had 
in my heart, thy comforts have refreshed my soul !' " 

Such consolation as this, the benefactor, whoever he was, 
that foimded this Scholarship at Corpus, produced in the 
home of a brother Wiltshire-man. Here occurred exactly 
the case to which he must have meant his munificence to 
apply. In this instance at least, the gift was a means of 
propagating a blessing in the church, in the country, in the 
county, whose welfare the giver, we presume, had at heart. 

The news reached Hyde Abbey the same day it did 
Wilton, and the following letter shows how it was received: — 

From Frederick Robiksoh. 

Hyde Abbey, Sunday , II o'dock at nighi^ 

October 22nd, 1815. 
Heartily, my dear fellow, most heartily, do I oongrata- 
late you on your success. Long may you have health to enjoy 
and learning to adorn that station decreed for you ! The anxiety 
of your friends at Winton was eflger and, believe me, sincere in 
yoar behalf Elach post was lookt^l for, and each post enoooraged 
our hope ; so that the glad tidings of your promotion were (as far 
as the apprehensive genius of friendship allows) anticipated by as. 
Your good friend Zillwood was first to announce the news, as 
we were very sedately construing the Ajax in Charles's room on 
Saturday evening. Thank God, you were not disappointed ! For 
I always had a secret apprehension that Charles had raised your 
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hopes so high that the abyss of disappointment would be severely 
felt. Not that I so insulted the place of my classical nativity as 
to fear the merits of those ^ . . . Collegians. But still much was 
to be feared on account of the disparity of years. What feeling 
so tears the soul as the frustration of a probable hope ? Was not 
Thursday night the most sleepless you ever lay ? And how great 
must have been the shock, if, conscious as you must have been of 
superiority, the sentence had been against you ! The struggle is 
now over. Believe me the joy is general, and it was only the 
arrival of Frowd's letter that damped the general festivity. 

Mr. Zillwood mentions the force your composition had in pro- 
curing you the election. May I be allowed to see it on Friday, ■ 
or if you have time to write, before 1 Charles Richards I think 
wiU miss your directing hand. Both he and Zillwood have been 
replete with paneg3rrism, sufficient to turn even your head. I am 
glad you were not present. 

What a pity poor Bingham ' did not stand for Hampshire— as 
Hollis * has not succeeded, especially ! He called upon me on 
Saturday week, when we had two hours' confab. He called also 
yesterday, to inform me of your conquest, which he had heard at 
HollisX but owing to our Greek Play I could not see him. I had 
made an appointment for you to drink tea with him next Saturday, 
bat I shall write by to-day's post, explain your intentions to him, 
and see if he cannot be at Winton on Friday. 

I hope I may not return next half year. I hope to be certified 
soon, as also whether I finally resolve on the gown. If so, I fancy 
I shall not at all events join you at Oxford. 

Your affectionate friend, 

F. ROBIKSON. 



1 The sentle reader will be pleased 
to oomptete this gAp with any good- 
homonred, but not complimentary, 
adjectives he may imagine an exu- 
berant schoolboy to be dealing out 
to the rival house, in the excitement 
of a contested election. 

sPhelpe was going to Hyde on 
Friday tne 27th to clear out, instead 
of his having touched there on bis 
way home from Oxford. 

s He was still pursuing bis honour- 
able drudgery at Twyford, and pro- 
bably would have been in no posi- 



tion to avail himself of success, had 
he sat. In due time however he 
emancipated himself, and we shall 
find him at Oxford with his old 
competitor. 

* A Hyde Abbey candidate, fellow- 
townsman of Bingham's. The Hants 
Scholarship was won by James 
Norris, who in 1843 (two years before 
Mr. Phelps became Incumbent of 
Trinity Church) succeeded as Presi- 
dent of Corpus. As thev were elected 
scholars together, so they took pre- 
daely equal honouni in the sohoola. 
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Having spent a busy but light hearted week at home, 
firom whence he wrote briefly to Pope in Ireland announcing 
his success, he returned to Winchester for a day and night 
of packing-up and fGu^ewells. On Saturday morning, October 
28th, he quitted the old schoolroom where he had profited 
so much, and the tutors to whom he was under such deep 
obligation, and from whom he now carried away some 
valuable presentation books. He shook hands with his old 
class-fellows likewise, who all felt the blank, leaving Robin- 
son of course head of the school. With the latter he cannot 
be said to have been hitherto strictly intimate. No one in 
fact had yet been admitted into his heart as Pope had been. 
But now that Phelps was gone, Robinson, although on a less 
intimate footing, missed the only one of his equals whom he 
could thoroughly look up to as worthy to be equally known 
and loved ; and he resolved therefore on seeking to knit the 
bond of friendship with Phelps by correspondence, of which 
the above hearty letter was the first, and which never ceased 
during their joint lives. 

With far other feelings to those of a fortnight previous, 
Phelps walked down to " The Geoige " and took i^e coach 
which about sunset landed him in Oxford to commence 
his academic residence. 



^^m^^i^m^ 
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CORPUS OHRISTI COLLEGE. 

THE COLLEGE — 8ETTLIKO IK — NEW 8KABES — FATHER ANXIOUS — 
BAELT CAUTION WINS THE DAT — BELIOIOU8 DUTIES — ^THIBST 
rOEPBOQBESS — *' HORSES OF LT8IPPUS '' — ^RELIGION DEEPENING 
— SCHOOL-FELLOWS AND THE OLD SCHOOL — FIRST DEATH IN 
THE FAHILT — THE YOUNGER BROTHER AT HYDE — COUNSELS — 
MR. CORNISH TUTOR — NEW TREASURE EHBRACED — ^THE GOSPEL 
AT OXFORD — ^DR. CROUCH — MR. NATT — MR. HILL — MR. HAWTREY 
— OLD SCHOOL-FELLOWS — '^ FARNESE HERCULES " — FIUAL 
HONOUR — ^MR. TUCKER TUTOR — " HIEROSOLYMA EXPUGNATA" — 

''coliseum" CRISIS AT HYDE — HORACE'S FATHER AND SON — 

PREPARING FOR THE SCHOOLS — CROWN OF GLORY AND UNIVER- 
SITY HONOURS — ^THE IMPORTANT DAY — WAITING AT HOME — 
DESPATCHES FROM THE SEAT OF WAR — ^THE OXFORD FIRST CLASS. 

'* I FIM) that I cannot wholly forget the sensation of awe 
and reverence with which I first approached the University. 
I believe no one ever entered college with more profound 
respect for the learned heads of Alma Mater, or with more 
glittering day dreams respecting University honours and 
dLstmctions, than I did. The remembrance of these things 
usually recurs to me whenever I come within sight of the 
* distant towers.' " So wrote Mr. Phelps his reminiscences 
after the novelty of Oxford life had long worn off. 

In the south-east quarter of Oxford, adjoining the open 
country of Christ Church Meadow and the noble avenue of 
Christ Church Walk, lies a cluster of four colleges, the 
princely house of Christ Church being on the west, Merton 
on the east, and Oriel on the north. Corpus Christi, the 
smaUest of the group, stands in the centre, and is approached 
by a very narrow and quiet street turning down from the 
High opposite St. Mary's Church and passing by Oriel gate. 
It oonunands the meadow and walk just mentioned from its 
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southern windows ftiUy, and more partially from its eastern ; 
at some one of which, in the upper altitudes, our student 
must be conceived, in the warmer terms of the next seven 
years, turning the classic page with his chair and table 
catching the summer breeze. 

Few colleges have produced, in proportion to their 
magnitude, a more brilliant display of learned and eminent 
names than this foundation of Richard Fox Bishop of Win- 
chester, dating from the eve of the Reformation (a.d. 
1516) and next before Christ Church. Among the foremost 
of its alunmi are reckoned Ludovicus Yives, Cardinal Pole, 
Rainolds, Jewel, Hooker, Twyne, John Hales " the Ever 
Memorable," Pocock, Chishul, Fiddes, Burton, Dean Milles, 
Sir Ashton Lever, &/C. 

Mr. Phelps's abode here extended through a period of seven 
years. He was elected Scholar and matriculated October 
20th, and began residence October 28th, 1815. He passed 
his Degree examination in May 1819 ; obtained his Fellow- 
ship October 10th, and quitted Oxford October 11th, 1822. 

His letters during this while are numerous, and we shall 
extract such portions of them as illustrate his career, of 
which they may be said to form a journal almost by them- 
selves. In some of these we shall recognise little but what 
any intelligent University man might write home to in- 
quisitive fiiends. But even such, after a lapse of fifty 
years, have acquired a value for other people which they 
at first possessed only for parents and aunts ; forming reports 
of contemporary life and customs which are ever changing 
with time, interesting therefore to succeeding generations of 
the same college, to University men at large, and to candi- 
dates for University life not the least of all. The few fresh- 
men's letters written during this present year that will be 
preserved in a tolerably connected series for half a century 
by the families of several correspondents at once will, we 
venture to predict, .be worth printing in 1921. 

An account of Corpus and its society during the period 
exactly preceding Mr. Phelps's was contributed to the Life 
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of Dr. Arnold by Sir J. T. Coleridge, who was connected 
with the college from 1809 until 1812, Arnold himself having 
resided there from 1811 to 1815, in which last year Phelps 
airiYed. We take the liberty of transferring to our pages a 
portion of this description, feeling assured that the letters of 
our undergraduate, who was brought into intimate acquaint- 
ance with the men and things therein spoken of, will read 
with all the more welcome afterwards. 

"Arnold and I," writes the Judge, "were undergraduates 
of Corpus Christi, a College very small in its numbers and 
bumble in its buildings, but to which we and our fellow 
students formed an attachment never weakened in the after 
course of our lives. At the time I speak of, 1809 and thence- 
forward for some few years, it was under the presidency, 
mild and inert rather than paternal, of Dr. Cooke. ^ His 
nephew Dr. Williams was the Vice President and medical 
Fellow, the only lay Fellow permitted by the statutes.' 



1 John Cooke, D.D., died after a 
presidency of nearly 40 years, Feb- 
ruary 3rd, 1823, in his 89th year, 
having been a widower 33 years. 
He was buried in the cloisters of his 
College, where there is an inscription 



to his memory; and the following 
quotation from it recording his 
character may be compared with 
what Sir J. T. Coleridge writes, and 
with what we shall find in Mr. 
Phelps's future letters. 



. . . Benisnitate patema : 

natura perspicaz, 

ad negotia paratus et ezpeditus, 

rerum aequissimus sestimator, 

antiquam fidem et constantiam 

in omni obeundo munere 

miti sapientii temperavit. 

Fuit omnibus acceptus, canssimus stus, 

tenax amicitiarum, a partium studio alienus, 

spectabilis 

comitate morum eximid, 

decord sermoms quotidiani hilaritate, 

benevolentii erga omnes promptissimi, 

vita univerai ad squabilitatem 

et sanctitatem conformatd. 



His portrait, painted by J. Hopp- 
ner, R.A., was engraved by C. 
Turner, and probably is still hanging 
on the study waUs of other Corx>us 
men besides Archdeacon Phelps. 

> George WiUiiims, M.D., was 
Hampshire Scholar in 1777 and died 
January 17 th 1834, in his 71st year. 
Be was therefore about 14 or 15 at 



the time of his election. He was 
Professor of Botany and Keeper of 
the Kadcliffe Library. He was 
buried in the cemetery of St. Peter 
in the East, but a memorial tablet 
was erected to him within the walls 
of Corpus near the remains of his 
uncle. 
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Retired he was in his habits, and not forward to interfere 
with the pursuits and studies of the young men. But I am 
bound to record not only his learning and good taste, but 
the kindness of his heart, and his readiness to assist them 
by advice and criticism in their compositions. When I wrote 
for the Latin Verse Prize > in 1810, 1 was much indebted to 
him for advice in matters of taste and latinity and for the 
pointing out of many fiiults in my rough verses. . . . 

" Corpus is a very small establishment. Twenty Fellows 
and twenty Scholars, with four Exhibitioners, form the 
foundation. No independent members are admitted except 
Gentlemen Commoners, and they were limited to six. Of 
the Scholars, several were Bachelors, and the whole number 
of students actually under college tuition seldom exceeded 
twenty. . . Candidates were rather encouraged to offer them- 
selves to this small society young : the members were there- 
fore rather under the usual age, and of early proficiency as 
well as of great ability. The teaching was accordingly more 
resembling that of the head form at school than an ordinary 
college lecture. One result of this was that we lived on the 
most familiar terms with each other : we might be, indeed 
we were, somewhat boyish ' in manner and in the liberties 
we took with each other; but our interest in literature 
ancient and modem, and in all the stirring matters of that 
stirring time, was not boyish ; we debated the classic and 
romantic question ; we discussed poetry and history, logic 
and philosophy ; or we fought over the Peninsular battles or 
the Continental campaigns with the energy of disputants 
personally concerned in them. Our habits were inexpensive 
and temperate : one break-up party was held in the junior 
common room at the end of each term, in which we indulged 
our genius more freely ; and our merriment, to say the truth, 

I I^nmidet .£gyptuc». ■pectmeiu, tmdoabtadly chanctar- 

s Mfty we presnme to Mtign this ised the oorrespondenoe of aome of 

M tk reaaon for that eeey humour these Corpus boys with one another 

and |urenile grace (and ability in after life, an example or two of 

withsi) which, according to some which we may be perhaps allowed 

pabliahed and some unpublished to furnish tnonrpsges? 
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was somewhat exuberant and noisy; but the authorities 
wisely forebore too strict an inquiry into this. It was one of 
the happy peculiarities of Corpus that the bachelor scholars 
were compelled to residence. This regulation, seemingly 
inconvenient, but most wholesome as I cannot but think for 
themselves, and now unwisely relaxed, operated very bene- 
ficially on the undergraduates; with the best and mo^ 
advanced of these they associated very usefully : I speak 
here with grateful and affectionate remembrance of the 
privileges which I enjoyed in this way." 

We shall find many an echo of this description in Mr. 
Phelps's correspondence. His earlier letters reveal him just 
as he was^ the schoolboy become a gownsman : they breathe 
the cares of the student, and thoughts of lectures, examina- 
tions, prize competitions, and college ways ; they testify to 
a virtuous manhood shunning the snares of the situation, 
while engaged heart and soul in reaping its advantages ; 
on the snares he comments with serious aversion, but with no 
touch of cynicism ; on the advantages he dilates with a 
gratitude to God and to his parents that is refreshing to 
read. Living in that new world so lofty to his imagination, 
and moving among its learned heads respecting and respected, 
he yet ever recurs with the old regard of childhood to his 
Wilton home, its inmates and its associations.* His love for 
the school at Hyde too, and his jealousy for its reputation, 
and the watchfulness, truly paternal, with which he prompted 
his youthful brother who had succeeded him there, all 
illustrate his character and connect his present life with his 
past. Nor will we allow ourselves to be unentertained in 
what we find jotted down by the warm fireside of his ''rooms'' 
after the long day's winter coaching that in those times 
brought the Oxonian through two or three counties to his 
Alma Mater. Starting early in the morning, his road from 
Wilton lay through Andover to Whitchurch; where after 
two tedious hours he eagerly eyed ''The Stag" frx)m South- 
ampton as it drove up, to see if there were room for the 
bestowal of himself and portmanteau, the former inside if 
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xvuu'tiuit»8 to be convinced by dint 

:>iu<.'ticability of inserting a wedge 

Mid of adding to the pile of luggage ; 

^ \. vv^v Handler pursued his stages, often behind 

. x.\. tluvugh Newbury, Lsley, and Abingdon; 

.'\ v«;vi ^if Lu winter) after sunset, and no gas in 

N ,sa .v.^ ih<.vs0 are homely records and will please us in 
\ .. . .\ ui«.kkU. We might perhaps have been more keenly 
^\\.«\v'tKH.l at some full picture of the great University mind, 
^av« vhvH^^hts and speculations that were stirring, the works 
vS.u \vi'i\> being written, read, and canvassed, the great 
^'1 uKUis that were being preached, the opinions that were 
t\u*uuiig. If, misHing this or most of this, we feel a little 
\li8a}>pointed, we must at all events make ourselves sure 
that the University mind did at that period exhibit any 
such interesting activity at all. The early half of the time 
intervening between Waterloo and the Reform Bill was not 
like the last half. Abundant intellectual activity indeed 
prevailed; but it was scholastic and literary rather than 
ecclesiastical and political, and it had nothing corresponding 
with what it was in the daytr of Judge Coleridge and Arnold 
and the exciting times of the later Napoleonic wars. In 
fikct (and it is worth noticing), it was almost midway in 
the fifteen or sixteen years between those two great epochs 
just mentioned, and therefore just after Mr. Phelps quitted 
Oxford, that the general state of the times was quickening 
into life within the bosom of the University new and 
powerful seeds of thought, the fruit of which was destined 
to startle the world so much after 1832. 

In regard to Mr. Phelps's Christian life, his Oxford letters 
will show a development that will be watched with some 
considerable interest. In our earliest view of him at college, 
we are struck with the warmth and earnestness with which 
he records his thankful consciousness of having been, and his 

^ The firat miwting for ffeitinjgf an Gm Company at Oxford was held 
Act of Parliament for eetabliahing a March Ist^ 1818. 
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hopes of still being, preserved from contamination with the 
evil that lay about his path. The pervading feeling of his 
heart is — 'How can I do this great wickedness and sin against 
Qod V How could he make so base a return to the heavenly 
Father who had led him so wonderfully hitherto, and to the 
earthly parents who at much sacrifice were mAint iLiniTig him 
in that honourable position so promising for his future career? 
Let us not Ml to honour this feeling, as we read it disclosed 
in his own words. In such an experience there may be an 
indication that the radical disease of the human heart is not 
yet fully realized, nor the necessity of Christ's Atonement 
fully appreciated. And no doubt there was this defect in 
Mr. Phelps's experience at the time we are speaking of. But 
God, who deals with men in various ways, was leading Hih 
child to further understanding in this path. And here was 
a sure sign of it : that, as any one will see, there was no 
pride of goodness in his expressions ; no mere self-sufficiency ; 
the spirit of dependence on superior aid, the spirit of hope 
and of holy fear, the very spirit in fact that gives surest 
promise of advancement into purer light, breathes throughout 
those honest sentences ; and any Christian parent who should 
read such letters from his youthful freshman at Oxford or 
Cambridge— or freshman in a wider world, for that — ^might 
well kindle with a thankful emotion. 

We shall now then leave his letters themselves to chronicle 
his college life for him ; and the biographer will need only 
to annotate where explanations appear suitable. 

To HIS FATHER. 

Oxford, Saturday night, October 2Sth, 1815. 

On commencing our Oxford correspondenoe, I pray that 
the subjects of oar future letters may be as pleasant as (thank God) 
they generally were at Winchester, and at last terminate as happily 
as they did. 

I need not say that I met with the most cordial reception at 
Hyde Abbey. I left it this morning, with all my luggage safe. 
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imU f^Mii^Kfd mj destination at hali-past six rerj oomfortablj. 
kM<M>» W0 {Murted, Mr. George presented me with an excellent 
^itiun of LonginaSyin red niasiay which nearly matches Berkenhout ; 
and Mr. Charles gave me a large edition of Ainsworth's Dictionary, 
a neat Ciesar, Key to Homer, and Latin Primer, all useful books 
and judiciously selected. 

Sunday morning. Fatigue and the bustle of unpacking pre- 
vented the continuation of my narrative last night I drank tea 
with Norris the Hampshire candidate in his room, with his brother 
and HoUis, and was pressed to stay supper, but wished to put my 
things in order ; and indeed I should not have left my own apart- 
ments, but I much wished to know some of the regulations of 
ooUege. Bread and butter are found for ns from the buttery, coals 
from the college stock ; there are college washerwomen : in short 
every thing is college, except tea and sugar, and a stated sum will 
be charged for each in the bill ; so that we have few tradesmen's 
bills, as they have in other colleges, and consequently I shall not 
be able to live more moderately than the rest in these respects. 

I called on Mr. Bridges, * who gave me instructions as to what 
was to be done, and lent me books. I also gave the President a 
call, who was extremely civil. The Sacrament was administered 
this morning to all the members of our society before break£ut. 
I could wish to have been aware of it previously, so as to have 
made some little preparation. ' 

I shall have a great deal to do here, but that will be all the 
better in the end« I fear that this first term will be very expensive. 
What with books, cap and gown, admission fees, ^., the sum will 
swell up. You (I know) are already prepared to hear this. My 
most ardent prayer is, that the future advantages accruing from it 
may compensate for the inconvenience it puts upon you at present. 
I am sure thi% reflection is perpetually present to my mind, and 
will I trust spur me on to greater endeavours. . . . You may 
discern from my style how much I am embarrassed at asking for 
more, in addition to what I have already received. My expenses 
at Winchester were as follows . • • and since then . . . 

' He win be mentioaed agsin him likewise on the threihold of 

shortly. college life, end what importaat 

* The reader of the Life of StmaoB iMiies theciioiunstMioehadforhim. 
win not locget how this servioe met 
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Mr. porter 78. ; entrance fees for the other servants JL\ 9b. 6d. ; 
entrance to the Junior Common-room £4 4s. This is an expense 
that requires some explanation to defend it from the appellation 
of extravaganca The Common-room is where the scholars, com- 
moners, and exhibitioners meet after dinner, when they choose, 
and sit till chapel with their wine. We dine at a quarter 
before five, and chapel service commences at six. This is merely 
for the promotion of peaceable society, and the heads of the college 
encourage it as such. If any wiuh for more wine, they retire to 
their own rooms after chapel and have wine parties, as they are 
called. This room is furnished with papers, reviews, and gazettes, 
and there is no compulsion to attend it after dinner at alL The 
wine that is drank is paid for at the close of the week. . . , 

I have not yet been introduced to my fellows, and there is a 
great deal of etiquette in Oxford, which occasions stif&iess and 
unpleasantries to new comers. 

To R T. P. Pope. 
Corpus Christi GoUege^ Oxford^ I^oveniber 2ndf 1815. 

I have been extremely busy' ever since I first left Hyde 
Abbey for my examination. Thank God, every thing has termi- 
nated happily for me, and being now quite metamorphosed from 
a schoolboy to gownsman, I .begin to breathe again, and cannot 
spend an hour more pleasantly than in acquainting you with what 
has passed since the 13th ult. 

On that day I came up by the Oxford coach, with an uncle, and 
went into lodgings. On the following (Saturday) I merely 
delivered up my certificates of age and baptism. The examination 
did not commence before Monday. How I spent the intermediate 
time I can hardly tell : suffice it to say that it was full of the 
most gloomy presentimente and torturing suspense. 

On Monday I attended the College chapel, and there saw my 
opponents for the first time, three in number, two from Winchester 
College aged seventeen and fifteen; one who had received his 
education in Oxford for the purpose of trying for these kinds of 
things, aged sixteen. After morning prayers were over, we were 
all desired to attend in a room adjoining the chapel at ten o'clock, 
with paper, pens, iic. We met accordingly and had a subject 

given us for a Latin prose and verse task. We were locked up 

w 
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together, and each left the room as he had done. Our attendance 
at six o'clock at one of the exammers' rooms was then required. 
I being the oldest went to him first ; and before he began^ the 
surly curmudgeon told me I had little to hope, as I was so old. 
He set me on in Horace's Satires, Sallust, (Edipus Coloneus, Iliad, 
and Xenophon, all easy enough ! And so much for Monday. 

At ten next day we did an English essay (rhymes — ^hem 1) and 
at six two other examiners tried me in Xenophon, Iliad, Livy, 
Horace's Epistles. 

On Wednesday morning we translated Pliny into English and 
Speotator into Latin ; and in the evening others examined me in 
the Twelfth Book of the Iliad, Quintilian, Juvenal, Xenophon. 

Next day at ten we did another prose and verse Latin task, and 
at six I was examined in Horace's Epistles, Virgil vi, 724, 
(Edipus Coloneus, Thucydides, Xenophon. 

And on Friday, the last and feital day, I marched down to the 
College at ten o'clock with heavy heart and downcast eyes. All 
the examiners met together and examined us in Yirgil vi and Iliad 
TtirW ; and after we had been kept an hour longer, the electors sent 
us out a scrap of paper with my name written on it. I had a cap 
and gown put on me immediately, took the oaths, paid the fees, 
dbc. In short I did not know whether I stood on my head or heels. 

I then posted home with my uncle and stayed a week. Then I 
went to Winchester two days to pack up, and came up to reside 
on Saturday last, so that I have left Winchester altogether, and 
am now writing to you from my own apartments at Corpus Christi, 
which I hope I shall often do again. I am not settled yet, of 
course, and cannot tell you my studies and other pursuits, but hope 
to write to you shortly again with a fuller account 

To HIS MOTHSB. 

Corpus ChrisH College^ Oxford^ November 3rd^ 1815. 

I hope that in this delightful retirement I may be enabled 
to court the Muses to advantage ; and what is of far greater 
importance, I trust that I shall be made more acquainted with 
that best of knowledge which it becomes a Christian, and especially 
a minister of the Church, to make his study. Thank Qod, I find 
myself perfectly comfortable and happy, and enjoy contentment to 
enhance that happiness. 
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The number of resident members of this College is very small ; 
there is the most perfect good nature and harmony between them. 
I meet with the greatest kindness and complacency from my 
superiors, and with good humour and civility from my equals, 
although their way of living excludes me from intimacy with most 
of them. No one interferes with another, but each follows his 
own inclinations without molestation. 

From what I have as yet heard, ihe emoluments of my scholar- 
ship acoounts are tolerably satisfactory; £60 per annum is the 
average. On the whole I think my situation may be deemed for- 
tunate. I am not all astonished at the way in which such large 
sums are expended by young men at the TJniver8itie& There are 
wine and supper parties every night. They smoke cigars and drink 
brandy, keep immoderate bills at pastry shops, ride, hunt, and 
shoot. Nor are these things confined to the high and wealthy, 
they are common. I pray that the Divine Providence that has 
hitherto upheld me, will yet support me amid such temptations 
and deliver me from the evil ! 

I have taken Halcomb's ^ rooms, which are in a very superior 
state of repair. They are out of the way of noise and riot, and 
situated on the third story, so that there is a fine current of air 
when I open my window.' Well ! now I am quite retired and 
undisturbed. One of the Fellows who examined me occupies the 
rooms below me. 

From his father. 

WUUnh Sunday Evening^ Nov, Sth^ 1815. 

Having half-im-hour^s leisure this evening, I commence 
this letter with most sincerely congratulating you on the accom- 
plishment of our most ardent wishes, your being comfortably and 
happily situated at one of the Universities ; for which 

" Let hymiiB of praiBe to heaven ascend 
To God ova Father— God our Friend I" 
7ou need not be told that our gratitude to Him will be best evinced 
by our leading sober, orderly, and pious lives. Tour letter of the 



1 The former Wiltshire Scholar in bv the battery, on the left hand tide 

whose plaoe Mr. Phelps was elected. of the qnadnmgle goinf in. The 

' The roomB, a suite of three, were windows faced eastward, towards 

Qp two pair of stairs in the passage Merton College. 
W2 
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28th ulty as well as that to your mother of the 3rd instant, 
arriyed to our wishes ; and I shall endeavour to notice them both 
"straight-forward as I read them," to use Corporal Trim's 
language, as my convenience will allow me to do so. 

I did not doubt but your reception at Winton would be most 
£Btvourable, and highly pleased I was to hear of the valuable and 
judicious presents made you by your worthy preceptors. 

It does not appear from either of your letters that you have it 
in your power to be particularly economical with regard to the 
usual routine of living at College ; nor indeed would I wish you 
to be otherwise in every respect of that kind. But the danger 
seems to be in the parties which are formed in the rooms after 
chapeL I most earnestly exhort you to possess sufficient firm- 
ness at your onset to resist every solicitation to that effect 
Receive no favour of the sort, and you will not be expected to 
return it. In my opinion, your future comfort in this life, and 
your everlasting happiness, depend on your present resolution in 
this point. K you are vehemently urged, you may safely say your 
health will not allow you to do it ; and if neoeasaiy, I can see no 
disgrace whatever in candidly stating the {act that your circum- 
stances peremptorily forbid it This may at first excite a few 
sneers from some unthinking youn^ men ; but the well-judging of 
your companions, and the superiors of your college, will applaud 
you, which I know ** in your allowance will o'erweigh a whole 
theatre of the others." Foigive my earnestness. I well know and 
have eveiy confidence in your present good principles; but the 
bare idea of your swerving at first from the path of rectitude 
almost unmans me. I will not suffer myself to brood over so 
melancholy a picture. Good night ! I hope to resume my pen 
tomorrow. • 

Wednesday evening. I would have found time to have 
forwarded this to you sooner, had I not by chance heard of your 
aunt — -'s generosity. I should then have enclosed a £ note 
for your present convenience ; but it will be more convenient to 
me to do so next week, when I hope to get a frank. Should twice 
that sum be wanted, let me know, and it shall be sent instead 
thereof; as I have that confidence in your prudence that I should 
not hesitate to furnish you much more amply, were it within my 
ability. But of this be assured, my dear boy, that you shall never 
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be refused anything you may require, as I well know you have no 
wish to exceed the bounds of moderation. Let me know when you 
wish to receive the amount of the charges for your rooms, &c. 
Name the sum, and it will be remitted to you without delay. 
Write to me without the least reserve, as I shall ever wish to be 
esteemed your confidential friend and counsellor as well as your 
father. I must own that I had figured to myself the utmost regu- 
larity in every respect where you now are ; but still hope you 
may meet with a select few whose opinions are in unison with 
your own. I conbider your acquaintance with my quondam steady 
good pupil and highly esteemed friend FilleuP a fortunate circum- 
stance ; as from his experience he is enabled to point out to you 
what to shun as well as what to pursue. Make my affectionate 
remembrances to him. 

Did you take the poem which you composed on " Peace '' with 
you f I intended to look it through and let John transcribe it 
fidrly. There are three rough copies among your papers, one by 
Justice : one of the others beginning with *' Europe is free ;" 
the other ** Scarce had the Despot." Say in your next if either of 
these is it ; if not, what you have done with it. My paper is 
almost exhausted : J must therefore conclude, with the assurance 
of the tenderest attachment and affectionate regard. J. P. 

P.S. — ^Was happy to hear of your breakfasting with the Dean.' 
Prudent conduct will always claim respect and r^;ard from all. 

To HIS FATHER. 

C. G. C. Oxjard, Saturday, Nov. llth, 1815. 
ITour very acceptable letter came duly to hand this 
morning, and by way of answering it I purpose to give you some 
account of my present pursuits and mode of life. And in order to 
avoid confusion in my narrative, I shall first speak generally of 
the state of the college and some of its regulations ; and then 
confine myself more particularly to a history of my own stjadies. 

Perhaps I may not be going too far back into my subject by first 
stating that C. C. 0. is in a very retired situation ; and though it 
is surrounded on three sides by Christ Church, Oriel, and Merton 
Colleges^ the other side beautifully faces the meadows : the 

' This friend, who became one be mentioned hereafter. 
Mr. Phelps^B intimates, as well as a * If the Senior Dean, the Rev. 

•piritnai m— «ng to him, will often Samuel Whittinghsm, B.D. 
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building is in good repair, perfectly neat» and in some parts elegant. 
The number of members is fifty-three, but not more than half 
of them are now resident. Of the twenty scholars, there are only 
six of us undergraduates ; the others are either B. A. or M.A., and 
we have nothing to do with them ; they do not attend lectures 
nor dine at the same table with us. But three of the erhibitionens 
are undeigraduates and associate with us, so that we are but nine 
altogether. There are two tutors for our instruction; we take 
turns daily to read the lessons in chapel, dine at a table by 
onrselyes^ and have a Common-room to ourselves. We (namely 
the nine), together with the gentlemen commoners, are divided into 
two classes in our studies, so that each tutor is employed at the 
same tima And here I should mention that this is all we have 
to do with the gentlemen commoners. Those who choose may 
absent themselves from chapel four times a week, and during their 
absence the junior reads for them. 

We dine at quarter-to-five. There are four tables : namely, the 
the first for the feUows and M. A. scholars ; the second for the six 
gentlemen commoners ; the third for the bachelor scholars ; the 
fourth for the undergraduate scholars and exhibitionerB. The 
three first tables have joints ; but we have what are called 
commons ; that is, allowances cut in slices. We have generally 
the choice of two pUdn dishes, roast and boiled beef, mutton, veal, 
and pork. When I go into the hall, I inquire what there is for 
dinner, and desire them to send in half a commons of what I 
choose, with potatoes or pickles. Then I have the other half 
commons hot afterwards. Then I have pastry occasionally, and 
cheese and celexy, as I seem inclined, and a pint of beer, all 
excellent of their sorts. 

After dinner, as we feel disposed, we meet in our Oommon- 
room,' and the quantity of wine usually drank before chapel is 
three bottles between eight or nine, at 58. per bottle. There are 



1 Thomas Arnold, writing from 
Laltham, Nov. 20, 1819, tolls old 
Corpus iriend Joh2iTnck«r,obaenret : 
«• TioM day eight yean, about this 
time, we were ■usamMnd in the 
Junior Common Room, to celebrate 
the lint foundation of the rooin, 
and had been amused by hearing 
Bartholomew's song about ''Musioid 



QeoTge" and "Political Tommy;" 
and now of the party then asMmUed 
you are the only one still left in 
Oxford, and the rest of us are scat- 
tered over the face of the earth to 
our several abodes." John Bar- 
tholomew was B.A. in 1813 and 
died. Archdeacon of Banisti^)K Sep- 
tember, 1865 ; bom October, 1790. 
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ihree Common-roomB, for fellows, bachelors and commoners^ and 
undergraduates. Each has its own cellar and a large stock of good 
wines. I never touch a drop but between dinner and chapel, 
which will be my invariable rule, except when our room gives a 
party to the fellows and bachelors, which will be two, if not three, 
times in the year. During the short time we are together, the 
greatest good humour and propriety reigns, and the steward of 
the room gives a fine for any ungentlemanly conduct, such as 
improper language and disputes. Indeed the Corpus men pride 
themselves on their behaving as gentlemen. This college is very 
sogiaI j they have not much intercourse with other colleges. The 
generality of men re^ very much, even the rakes devote great 
part of the day to study. 

Our good old President attends chapel every evening, and as 
all orders of men in our society are desirous of pleasing^ him 
the evening congregation is always large. There are no parties 
or divisions' here as at other colleges; each desires to oblige 
his neighbour. The fellows are not supercilious, the scholars are 
respectfuL There is only one establishment that rivals ours in 
literature, which is our neighbour Oriel. 

I rise at about seven. When I am more settled I hope to rise 
much earlier. I just look over my lectures, or lessons, till eight, 
when I go to chapel, immediately after which I breakfast. We 
have two rolls and sufficient butter with a little cup of milk, tea- 
things and kettle put out for us in our rooms during chapel 
service, and the same in the evening. The allowance being always 
more than I can eat, I put by half a roll, which I am glad of at 
one o'clock. 

At ten we have a lecture in the Hall all together, sometimes 
Greek, sometimes Latin. At eleven we divide : I and my class 
go to Mr. Bridges,' the other goes to Mr. Ellison, for Greek 



i<*Fait ommbuA acoeptiu'* — ^nms 
hiB epitaph. 

^ThiE Btrikingly illnstrateB the 
** a pArtium stadio alieniiB " of the 
inscnption, as thongb the good old 
Ptetiaent had impressed his charac- 
ter on the whole society. 

• Thos.Edw. Bridges. Sir J. T. 
Coleridge remarks of him : "He 
was a most amiable man ; the affec- 
tumate eaniestDesa of his manner, 



and his hi^^h tone of feeling, fitted 
him especiallv to deal with young 
men ; and perhaps his fault was that 
he was too easily pleased. " He suc- 
ceeded Dr. Cooke as Presidoit in 
1823. An inscription in the ante- 
chapel of Corpus records him as *' vir 
singulari simplicitate et benevolen- 
tiiT' Bom Oct 18th, 1782; died 
Sep. 3rd, 1843. 
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leotare. At one o'clock whilst the other is with Mr. Bridges, 
ours is wiUi Mr. Ellison^ — mathematics and logic alternately. 
Each lecture lasts an hour; so that the three hours pressing 
close on each other, with such difficult books, make up what 
Mr. Richards senior would call ^* tightish work." I am occupied 
four hours a daj in preparing the lectures, so that there are 
seven hours of regular good employment; and we can allow six 
hours to meals, chapel, and exercise ; and about three will remain 
for private reading. But abilities wore given us to improve upon, 
though I know they are to coo form to rule. This is the discipline 
that makes Corpus stand so high. When I and Filleul walk 
together, we step out briskly from two till four. I drink tea at 
quarter-before-eight, never eat suppers, and am in bed generally 
by eleven — ^though I am now beyond my time, and so 
'<good night" 

Sunday morning. Thursday is always a holiday, and so is every 
Saint's day ; and we have no lectures. My parties are at breakfast 
and tea. On which occasions, if my guest is of Corpus, he brings 
to my rooms his own bread, butter, and milk ; and if I wish to 
shew him particular respect, I get a plate of cold meat, eggs, tea 
and coffee. 

I was highly pleased with the Dean; he was one of my 
examiners. He was extremely kind and gave me some commend- 
ation for my examination; he (between you and me) even 
honoured my Latin verses that begin ** Divite sub teoto " with 
*' beautiful " and says he has a copy of them by hiuL • . . 

Money goes so fiewt that I could wish, if possible, to have your 
pronused sum doubled. So many little things are required to be 
got the first term. I can only say that I shall keep an account 
of it, and endeavour not to misspoid it . • I am well aware that 
this is but too unreasonable a time to drain your means ; but I also 
hope you think more highly of me than to suppose that I would 
urge a measure of this sort if first launching out into a college life 
did not require it My only means of requiting it exist in 
propriety of conduct, and I hope that the Almighty will continue 
to support me in all temptations, as He has hiUierto done, and I 



>The Rev. ThomM Kod Ellisoii, very soon after thii elected FeDow 
MA, Scholar and Tutor. He wes ofBaUioL Died 186a 
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trust I may sing vith oonfidenoe tHat amidst all trials and 
incitements to eyil 

His friendly crook wiU lend me aid, 

And guard me through the dreadful shade." 

Thanks be to His infinite mercy, that every evening, on examining 
the transactions of the past day, among numberless other blessings 
that fill me with gratitude, I have to praise His holy name for 
preserving to me a conscience void of offence ; and I am sure 
that as long as He gives me a sense of His goodness such as 
that I now enjoy, I cannot be so ungrateful as to think of 
deserting Him or committing a single action inconsistent with fiUs 
wilL It gives me unspeakable pleasure to dwell on this subject ; 
for I cannot reflect on the boundless kindnesses He has lately 
heaped on our heads without the strongest emotLons. . . . 

Fbom his fathbb. 

WUian, November Uth, 1815. 

I thank you, my dear boy, for your interesting and 
pleasing account of Corpus and your present pursuits, manner of 
living, ^, all of which were highly pleasing to us. We anticipate 
great happiness in hearing it all enlarged upon round our happy 
fireside at Christmas. 

My mind is quite in unison with the piety conveyed in the con- 
clusion of your letter, and I pray Gk)d to keep you stedfast in 
your present good and g^teful diE^sition. 

** For me, when I forget the darling theme, 
Be my tongue mute,** &c. 

I was much pleased with '>^r. Mease's abrupt interruption yester- 
day when I was relating, among other things you mention, that 
those who chose might absent themselves from chapel four times 
a week. ** I hope your son never will, when health permits." • 
Indeed I persuade myself that you cannot think the opportunities 
which present themselves of offering your morning and evening 
sacrifice to " the High and Lofty One who inhabiteth eternity " a 
piece of drudgery and to be performed with puritanical lip-service. 
May it constantly prove a source of pleasure to you. James had 
written the inscription for me on the other side ; and as I wished 
for a nice translation of it, I thought I would write to you on the 
same paper. FQl up an odd comer with it when it suits you. 
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To HIB FATHBB. 

Oxford, Monday, November 2(Hh, 1815. 

. . . . I have made a translation of the inscription^ 
which I shall subjoin. I like to see a good substantial English 
Baronet taking delight in his own manor and perpetuating the 
memory of his noble ancestors ; it puts me somewhat in mind of 
old English freedom and hospitality. As I know nothing of 
Stourhead ' myseli^ I may have made some mistake in the trans- 
lation. 

I have been invited once to the Bachelors' Oommon-room, 
where I found all wore black pantaloons and stockings and white 
waistcoats. 

I shall observe your injunctions with respect to wina We are 
not required to attend ' every day. I was there only twice last 
week. I find it does not really agree with me ; therefore when I 
do attend I take very little, and that is almost always Idsbon. 

I assure you I have made up my mind not to absent myself once 
from Divine service. Though I yield a great deal, and perhaps too 



1 Stourhesd lies due west of Wiltoa 
and near the borders of Somerset. 
Mr. HenxT Hoare^ of London, Ban- 
ker, bought the property, and made 
of it the paradise described in 
the insoription. His grandson the 
second Bitfonet, Sir Kichard Colt 
Hoare, was the famous topomphi- 
oal antiquary of WUts. Mr. Phelps 
of Wilton, having seen the news- 
paper account of an obehsk just 
erected in these grounds, sent the 
Latin inscription to our Oxonian for 
a translation ; and as it gives a full 
pioiure of the classical embellish- 
ment of one of our finest country 
seats, we are tempted to subjoin 
the Goipoa rendenng. 

To the honoured memoiy of 

HsHBT Hoaai, EsguiRB, 

who first 

clothed with woods 

the onoedesert and uncultivated 

hills of this demesne, 

and decorated them 

with several edifloea: 

Who duwted 

the waftart from their fountaiiia 



into the Nymphseum, 

and enlaiged their bann : 

By whom the tem^es 

of Apollo, Flora, and theTantheon, 

were constructed : 

Who brought hither 

that remarkable monument of the 

English monarchs, 

the old stone cross, 

from the city of Bristol, 

where it formerly stood : 

Who caused the tower 

in honour of Alfred 

the illustrious king of Wessex 

to be erected on yon eminence : 

His grandson and heir 

RiOHian Colt Hoari, BABoraT^ 

dedicates with gratitude 

this obelisk, 

which he himself erected 

after the model of the ancient obeliak 

now standiog in Rome. 

A.D. MDOOGXV. 

'The Common-room. He did 
not very long oontaaue a member, aa 
his jounial records :— *' 1816, March 
27th. Left the Common-room of 

ccc 
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macli, to the oastomB of the place, not all the XJniyeraity could 
convince me that I was justified in stealing a few minutes from, 
my Qod. I wish yon had been here last Sunday to hear Dr. Mant^ 
preach before the XTniversity. How delighted I am at being where 
I can hear the finest preachers and enjoy the ablest tutors ! What 
possible sense of enjoyment can be higher % 

FbOM F. BOBIKBOHy 

Winchester^ Dee, IZth, 1815. 

Be not alarmed at the awful length of this cadayerous 
sheet I have fisur too much regard for your nead and eyes to stock 
it with nonsensa But as I have so fair an opportunity of free 
conveyance, I should blame myself if I neglected it ; though the 
noise, bustle, fury, and tumult, which unavoidably accompany the 
nmma dies promise no very propitious auspices. It is probable, 
T think, that I may return once more ;' though the event is so 
totally uncertain that I am commissioned to take a proper leave 
of Mr. Richards's fiimily. 

Charles and Lush have been extremely busy, but I understand 
they are terribly behind-hand, and owing to the alarming illness, 
nay imminent danger, of Mr. Zillwood, Charles is obliged to hear 
the speaking, which I believe would have been handed over to 
Mr. Zillwood. The poor man appears terribly dejected. 

I cannot avoid mentioning the wonderful superiority, yea 
tenfold, of this speaking to any I ever remember. Richard, as 
Satan (which Oliphant spoke with Porter), is really Qoptq. West 
ditto in ''Tears of Scotland," Bird ditto, '<Ode to Innocence;'' 
Warner, '^FriexMlSy Romans, Countiymen :" Frowd a Qreek 
speech, Demosthenes, Qoptq; Townshend, Qoptqqq,' as Rollo in 



' Richard Mant, D.B., the oom- 
montator. He wa« now a London 
Rector, and died Bishop of Down, 
Kovember 2nd, 1848. His theology 
at this time was not sadaf actorr to 
those at Oxford and elsewhere whom 
Mr. Phelps shortly learned to appre- 
ciate, and who were welcoming 
''ScotTs answer to Mant," as we 
letfn from a sooroe we shall speak 
of fnither on. (Natt's jonrnal, 
1815, December, 24th ; 1816, Feb- 
mary4th). 

'He did not return after the 



Christmas holidays, but acoom- 
psnied Mr. George to Leeds as his 
private pnpiL 

>This Hyde Abbey avmbol of 
commendation, if analysed, will be 
found, not really algebra, but excel- 
lent Latin as far as Qopt, which is 
short for quam optime, the lest pos' 
eible. We have met l^wise Qpeaa 
for the woret. As to the repeating 
q, every one must guess for 1dm- 
self; our guessing is, that it denotoi 
the repetition of quam and aannnd 
ing degreea of the superlatiTa. 
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Pizarro; Mortimer really admirable, in accent and action, *' Vital 
spark of heavenly flama" In fiEtct, the frequent rehearsals this 
half before Charles have been truly productive ; and were it not 
for the want of Phelps's English muse,^ he (Charles) would be 
foolish to omit gprand speaking next half-year. (George Richards 
and your quondam pupil left Winchester this day for Leeds. I 
saw Bingham on Saturday, and he seems resolved, from motives 
the most generous and affectionate, to decline the gratification of 
joining you at Corpus ChristL He very kindly offered to cor- 
respond, which I undoubtedly shall make a point of doing 
occasionally. We were rivals so very long at Winchester, and 
I always found him so generous an one, that I frequently regretted 
his silence towards me prevented me from maturing boyish ac- 
quaintance and fellowship into manly friendship. I hope that if 
tliis should again happen, 1 may never have to accuse myself as 
caput harum et oauaa malorun, 

P.S. Charles has tried many substitutes for you ; but C. seems 
now to be the favoured candidate. 

On the day this letter was dated Mr. Phelps commenced 
his first Oxford vacation and took coach for Wilton, where 
doubtless at many a fire*side gathering he chatted with 
them all over the new experience of his college life. And 
here another schoolfellow's letter reached him, which we 
should like the reader to see, on account of the light it 
throws back upon Hyde, shewing the sort of influence Phelps 
had exerted there. Happy the young man whose school 
days have originated such a correspondence; that have 
created l^ades yielding in after years firuits of love and 
respect like this, instead of having bequeathed seeds of 
corruption to fester in the miserable heart of some ruined 



' Mr. Phelps learnt his earliest "For to my roBtic ear, thesotuid 

•tepe UD the PamAseiaa slopes at Of tinkling sheep-beli doth ezoel 

Hyde— his taste for tbat region still The tabor, lute, or oigan*s sweU.'* 
earlier, at Wilton School, we have 

no doubt His first step of all oon> «Ah indeed! It ezoeb to your 

tained tbe following lines, the rustic ear, the tabor, lute, or oraan. 

msMter's (Mr. ZiUwoods, if we are That»s it, is it? You have heard the 

rightly informed) goodhumoured tabor, no doubt VeryweUT 
Qomments on which we also add. 
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fellow-creature for a life time ! Phelps was very partial to 
this companion at Winchester and described him as "a boy 
of open heart and great sensibility." Curiously enough 
too, the youth's father had been a pupil to Phelps's grand- 
father at Exeter, and had continued under him on his 
migration to Wilton. 

From a fo&hes schoolfellow. 

AUona^ January lat^ 1816. 

If I still possess that share in your heart which I believe 
I once did, allow me to solicit a renewal of correspondence which 
was broken off bj my strange and unaccountable negligence. 
Ascribe it, my dear friend, to my head rather than to my heart 
Indeed I was latterly so much taken up by my attendance at my 
father's counting-house, and in studying the French language to 
prepare myself for a journey to the Continent, that though I often 
thought of you and determined to write to you, yet from day to 
day I put it off, till at last I began to think it was almost too late 
for you to forgive my neglect. But I feel such an earnest desire 
to hear from you, that I cannot resist writing to you, though I 
hardly dare to hope for an answer. 

I am now settled in the house of a gentleman in Altona^ 
where I am for the purpose of learning the German language. 
My situation here is by no means comfortable, and it makes me 
look back with envy to the happy happy hours I passed in your 
company at Hyde Abbey. I used then to flatter myself that 
when I lefl that school I should be happy, but alas ! I feel now 
the difierence between German and English schools. Indeed 
nothing but a r^rd for my Either, and an unwillingness to 
disturb h\s peace, would make me stay where I live so unhappily. 

I beg of you, if you still correspond with Marcus Bereaford to 
remember me to him ; for (next to a letter from you) nothing 
would please me more than hearing from him. I would write to 
him, but I neither know his direction, nor can I tell whether my 
corre8ix>ndenoe would be agreeable to him. 

I hardly know where to direct this letter to you. I think the 
surest way will be to direct it to you at Wilton, where I suppose 
you still live. Should you find time and inclination to write to 
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me,' a letter directed to me at Mr. ^ Altona, will reach me. 
Qod bless 70a, mj dear friend Believe me to remain your 
fiiithful and affectionate friend 

Having in thia vacation accompanied (January ISth) hia 
little baby sister (from whom they were soon to part !) to 
the Christian font, and celebrated (January 18th) the 
nation's Thanksgiving for Peace, Mr. Phelps started again 
from the home circle to keep his second term, spending a 
night at Winchester on the road. He reached Oxford on 
January 26th, to find that on that very day he had been 
already moved two places up the list of scholars. 

To HIS MOTHER. 



Os^ord, Friday evening, Jan. 26th, 1816. 

Thank Qod, I am sitting down quietly in my room again 
after a safe and extremely pleasant journey. . . I spent yesterday 
pleasantly enough between Mr. Zillwood and the old gentleman^ 
and received a hearty welcome from them both. . . The coach left 
Winches&r at nine this morning, and it was fortunate for me that 
I had come in time to secure my place at Southampton, for the 
coach was completely full, outside and in. I had three collegians 
inside "with me, really very entertaining young men, and 
conversation was kept up nearly all the way along, which rendered 
the journey agreeable, which would otherwise have proved very 
irksome. I came into Oxford at about half-past six o'clock very 
comfortable, had a nice warm beefeteak at a coffee-house, then 
came immediately to my rooms, where, helieve me, I am glad to 
find myself in ease and silence after the racket of travelling. 

.... Mr. B. has lost his clerkship for displaying his valour on 
the cook at Wadham College. Our two vacant scholarships were 
filled up this morning. I am very fortunate in having three 
juniors^ already out of the twenty, and I shall soon have a fourth, 
as one of our fellows was married on the 19th instant' 

With gratitude I trace the kind hand of Providence in itseveiy 
dispensation towards me, and I can repose with humble confidence 

I William King, Edward Tew tProUbly the Bev. R. 0. An- 

Edwaid GresweU. dnwi, M JL 
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on the divine power, which ever has showered down upon me hx 
greater blessings then I ever deserved or can deserve, and which 
I should do wrong by diAtrusting. • . . 

I remain jour most dutiful and affectionate son, 

W. W. Phklps. 

To HIS FATHER. 

Oxjord^ G. G. C, Friday vwrning, Feb. 2nd, 1816. 

I received your letter with the two notes in safety about 
an hour ago, and having no lectures to attend to-day (as it is the 
Purification) I set about replying to it immediately. 

I am now completely settled in college life again. . . . Thank 
Qod, my health is perfectly sound. I have every thing about me 
that 1 can wish for ; and the tutors have arranged their classes 
and the books to be studied this term in a most satisfactory 
manner : so that, you see, I enjoy every happiness that a separa- 
tion from one's friends can admit o£ Oxford, in my present 
opinion, is the very place for me. The great regularity and 
method which prevail here suit me to a tittla It exactly coires- 
ponds with my disposition and agrees with my health. 

My conversation with Mr. Richards was very general ; among 
other things, he said I had as fair a prospect opening to mo as any 
young man could wish. He gave me a great deal of advice. He 
is a very good humoured old gentleman, and talks and laughs 
incessantly. Though he is very thrifty, he strongly recommended 
me never to travel on a coach when I can get a place inside. 
This, you know, was his own college, and he is mightily fond of 
recounting a long list of great men who were educated here. Mr. 
Zillwood was very attentive to me whilst I was at Winchester. 

I met with a hearty shake of the hand from Mr. Bridges, as 
well as the last year's Dean, and a Mr. Taunton^ the Latin 
Lecturer, who has been very kind to me on several occasions. I 
hope I shall continue to be on good terms with each of these. 

The recent accession to the list of scholars makes us who enter- 
ed in October last hold up our heads and begin to talk about 
''Freshmen*" Richards' is not at all related to our Winchester 

1 The Rev. George Taunton, M. A. Hampshire scholar Jan. 26th, 1816, 
one of the FeUows. became in 1826 Rector of Farling- 

I Edward Tew Richafds, eleoted ton, near Havant, Hants. 
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friendB. . . . Tell uncle P. that little S. who wore a white hat 
was beaten again. I am not as yet competent to judge of what 
kind of young men they are. I know that Greswell ^ the other is 
extremely clever. He had entered Brazennose some tima 

I have just returned from amusing myself with skating. Here 
is the finest piece of ice I ever saw by far. Perhaps you recollect 
Christ Church Meadow. Nearly the whole of the space within 
the Walk ia flooded and beautifully frozen over ; perfectly safe^ as 
it cannot (except in a little channel about a foot and a half broad 
which runs diametrically across the meadow) exceed a foot and a 
half in depth. There are hundreds of skaters, and you would be 
much pleased to see the dexterity of some of them. There are 
standings at the edge where skates are to be let, but it is dear 
work : but I could not refrain from the indulgence once. 

To HIS FATHER. 

Carpus ChrisH College, Feb, 7th, 1816. 
The remaining halves came safely to hand this morning, 
and for the present I hope I am set above a possibility of incon- 
venience in that respect. Any assurance of the lively sense I 
entertain of this and every other instance of your kindness would, 
I trust, be needless. The use and improvement made of them will 
be the best demonstration of that. In the meantime, should want 
of experience or any other cause lead me into unnecessary expenses, 
all suggestions of amendment on that head from you will be 
most acceptable. For sincerely do I hope that I shall never give 
occasion to coolness and formality between us, but receive any 
advice from you with such pleasure that the act of giving it may 
be a source of pleasure to yonrael£ And I would not hesitate for 
a moment to lay open my joys and griefs to you, but do it with 
freedom ; nor (to express a sentiment of your own in the words 
of Cooper) 

"Nor fear rebake or soar displeasure : 
A father's lovliest name is friend." 



1 Edward Greswell, elected for Corpiu. He took a Double First 

Lancashire, Jan. 26th, 1816. He in the Easter term of 1818, and 

had already been a Scholar of afterwards, as everv one knows, 

Braxennose, and was of eenior distuuniiihed himself as a writer, 

standing to Mr. Phelpe in the Died Vice-president of Corpui, June 

UniTeraity, though his junior at 29th, 1869,ag9d71. 
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Bat ihe bare shape of a doabt in that respect la meet painfull and 
I would turn from so unpleasant a subject. 

The account of LyBippus's Horses * is so highly satisfisustory that 
I shall oertaiuly amuse myself with putting a few lines together 
on it ; but whether they are given up to the Registrar or not will 
depend upon drcumstanoes. I should wish nothing to be said on 
it, lest it should create expectations which in the greatest proba- 
bility will never be realised. 

Filleul brought me a letter from Le Quesne, who apologises for 
not having written before, and desires that his kindest regards be 
presented to you and mother. He is the proprietor of a' mill in 
Jersey, and hopes some day or other, when he ia in England to 
purchase com, to come and see us. Filleul came over in the same 
vessel as Tessier and gave me some account of his size, dsc. I had 
also learnt of Lacy' (who is a Bible-clerk of All Souls College ) that 
lufi brother was to be with you some little time. I hope you will 



1 The Hortet ofLytippiu was the 
subject this year for the UniTeraitj 
English Prize Poem founded in 1806 
bv Sir Roger Newdigate. Tbe mle 
of this foundation was that tbe 
poem must not exceed fifty lines, 
and that the subject was to be 
selected from ancient sculpture, 
painting, or architecture. The fol- 
lowing eadract from Th$ Times 
(Oct. 5tb, 1815), will account for 
the subject for this year. Quoting a 
French newspaper of Oct. 1st, it 
writes : — " The triumphal arch of 
tbe Carousel is to-day covered with 
Austrian soldiers and some English 
officers, who seem to be occupied 
in tak&g down tbe bronze Horses 
which decorate the summit. The 
police service in tbe Place de Car- 
ousel is performed by Austrians. 
We are assured tbat a deputation 
from the city of Venice has come to 
solicit the £mperor of Austria to 
reclaim these Horses, which had 
already passed some time at Venice, 
foUowmg, as is well known, the 
train of erery conqueror. Thus 
these fine monuments of the art of 
casting among the ancients appear 
destined again to travel. They are 
the work of Lysippus the celebrated 
statuary and contemporary of Apel- 





lee, and were first set up at Corinth. 
When Mummius took possession of 
that city, he included them among 
the number of chefs dcsuvre which 
he caused to be transported to 
Rome. The Hortes remained there 
a considerable time; but when 
Constantino stripped Rome of a 
great number of monuments of the 
arts to adorn his new capital, the 
Horses of Lysippus were removed to 
Constantinople. On the taking of 
that city by the French and the 
Venetians, the latter obtained them 
in the division of the spoil, and they 
were placed in front of St. Mark's 
Church in the square of the same 
name. Venice having been taken 
during the Revolution, the Horses 
were brought to France, where 
after some hesitation respecting the 
situation they should occupy, they 
were attached to the gilded car in 
which a statue of Buonaparte was 
intended to be placed." 

* Charles Lacy, a native of Salis- 
bury. First class in mathematics 
and B.A. in 1818. He obtained a 
Chaplaincy at Christ Church, which 
early 1819 made him P.C. of Tring. 
He became afterwards Rector of 
Althorpe, in Lincolnshire, and final- 
ly of A llhallowB, London Wall. 
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always mention things of this kind, for no one can be more fond 
of knowing and interesting himself in aU the minutiie of whatever 
oocurs at dulce domom than I am. Besides which, a college life 
being rather solitary, there are very many odd moments in which 
my thoughts veer Wilton-ward ; and in such meditations the most 
trifling circumstance has its due room and importance. You 
cannot think with what pleasure I crack two or three of those 
excellent filberts after dinner; the remembrance of the trees and 
spot where they grew gives them a sweetness far exceeding any 
the Oxford nuts can boast. 

I am glad I brought your Sophocles, for we are now reading his 
play of Ajax, which you know; and Franklin's notes, though 
few and short, are very good and serviceable. I think with you 
that the idea of godlike Ajax bathing his hands in the blood of 
poor defenceless sheep is mean in the extreme ; but the moral 
structure of the piece, tending to excite reverence for the 
Divine Being, by shewing how tremendous the wrath of offended 
Deity is, and by its effects on poor Ajax to prove how weak and 
ineffectual human strength and honour are to withstand the 
visitations of the Almighty — as well as the sentiments introduced 
throughout — are truly noble. 

From his fathbb. 

Wilton, February 15<A, 1816. 
.... With regard to your expenses I wish to observe once 
for all, that having an implicit confidence in your good sense 
and knowledge of my circumstances, I cannot allow myself for a 
moment to think you will abuse it, and therefore shall most readily 
and with much cheerfulness attend to your wishes in that respect 
whenever you make them known to me. And as you must be the 
best judge of what are deemed in your own mind unneceeeary 
expenses, it wUl not be in my power to offer a suggestion of 
amendment on that head were I ever so inclined to it ... . 

To AN AUNT. 

Oxford, Fdmiory 2Qth, 1816. 

.... My studies and other avocations are of such a nature 

that, when I find my mind released from them, I turn to relaxation 

with such an eagerness that I might almost call it impetuosity ; 
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nor is there any other relaxation which I so frequently and warmly 
indulge in as that of thinking on home. 

I am, thank God, in perfect health, and don't know that I 
want for any enjoyment but a friend. 'Tis true I am happy in 
the company of Filleul, Bennett,' and one or two more out of 
college; but cannot boast of one within. There are but nine of us 
juniors at Corpus, out of whom five are very gay.* There is time 
enough yet for finding a friend, and I comfort myself with the 
thought that I did not enter into a precipitate connection that I 
might have found it difiicult to shake off. This is certain, that I 
take more pleasure in my own room, have more uninterrupted 
time, and think more of my Wilton friends (like Goldsmith's Swiss: 

*< Whom the loud torrent and the whirlwind's roar 
But fasten to his native rocks the more.") 

and consider with the greatest satisfaction that they will love and 
care for me though I may meet with coldness elsewhere. I have 
no reason to think but that my conduct has satisfied the heads of 
the college, and I am on good terms with the bachelors ; nor do I 
doubt but that when these young bloods have got rather higher 
up they will be tamer and we shall do well enough together. The 
isolated kind of life led by collegians who do not keep company 
is rather a di*oll contrast with what one leads amidst a large 
company at home. It most frequently happens that seventeen 
hours out of twenty-four I see not a person but my scout, who 
looks in upon me now and then ! Of the other seven I spend 
three in walking, &c., without the college gate, and four in 
lectures, chapel, dinner, &c. How delighted I should be to have 
Robert or little Mary to arouse myself with now and then. Now 
whilst T am writing (seven o'clock in the evening) I hear not a 
sound to attract my attention but the wind that whistles round my 
elevated apartments. I have a good fire, and if you and aunt 
Mary could but take your tea with me to-night, how ofiiciously 



> William Coles Bennett, of Queen's. young lad, and Mr. Phelps might 

Soon after this date he passed for his well say— '* in associating with him 

B.A. In 1817 he was ordained ; in ] seem to be going over the same 

1832 became Vicar of Corsham, and ground that I trode two vears before 

in 1847 was Honorary Canon of I left Winton, and find him but a 

Bristol. He published Sfrmona. poor substitute for Pope, Bingham, 



* One of the scholars was a very or Robinson. 
02 
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would I wbeel round mj sofa and put on my coffee-pot ! I am 
transported at the yery thought of it. Situated as I am, you may 
easily oonoeive how unwilling I should be for a fortnight' to elapse 
without having some tidings of those dear friends whose every 
oare is my care, in whose grief I g^eve, whose joys cannot fail to 
delight me. But when I say ** situated as I am," I shall be 
wofully mistaken if I seem to imply anything but that I am veiy 
happy. Far from it ! I only mean to say that absence can make 
no difference in my regard and continual interest in what is going 
on at WUton, and consequently that I am always eager to hear 
from you. 

The following letter from his old friend and school-fellow, 
who quitted Hyde Abbey at the close of 1815, and went to 
reside as a private pupil with Mr. George at Leeds, pretty 
clearly intimates that religion was now beginning to acquise 
some new power in the heart of our Corpus man. 

Fbom Mb. F. Robikson. 

Leeds, Wednesday, February 22nd, 1816. 
Many thanks for your truly kind letter. I am sorry to 
say that I have so many correspondents in word that I am obliged 
to defer the more satisfactory task of communicating sentiment — 
what a very wide difference there is between the formal hypocrisy 
of acquaintance and the genuine free intercourse of friends I 
May I hope that our correspondence may be warmed by the 
undisguised, ingenuous, openness of that sacred word ! 

First let me assure you that, as far as my conscience carries me, 
I stand acquitted of insincerity towards you — ^much more indig- 
nantly do I renounce (do not mistake me — I am in perfect good 
humour) the imputation of fulsomeness. The hypothesis I am 
going to advance may shock one's squeamishness at first, nay, it 
may posdbly cast no favourable imputation on myself — let roe 
hear your thoughts on it. I am going then to affirm that no 
moral virtue is so rarely found as sincerity. And I believe that 
in attachments almost Thesean hypocrisy may frequently get the 
dominion. I am not now on religion ; hypocrisy there is alas I 

1 Thii intervil had always been, of oomspondenoe between Bfr. 
and ever contiaoed to be, the rule Phelpe amid his home. 
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too &tall7 general to allow of soeptioisra. I am talking of tiie 
oommon ocourrenoes of life, and am certain in my own mind that 
greatly as men are offended at the imputation of their being 
hypocrites, stiJl it is the hidden and '* secret sin." It is very 
difficult to keep the mean, to avoid an invidious cool withholding 
of commendation, and also to avoid the fulsome common-place 
abomination of adulatory glorification (what a conglomeration of 
foolish words ! and yet they express my meaning by a kind of 
ovofiaTOTTota). I cannot quit the subject without recommending 
to your perusal, if you have never seen it, the feimouB Lee's Dedi- 
cation of his '^Theodosius " to the Duchess of Richmond.^ It is 
indeed the very quintessence of bombastic, blasphemous, adulation. 
I cannot avoid rejoicing, under any circumstances, when I see 
confidence so fully established as to banish that unaccountable 
reserve which we generally feel on starting the topic which 
occupies so large a space in your last. I say that^ even supposing 
(which may God forbid!) that I felt a rootedy irremoveoMey anti- 
pathy for that subject, yet a proof of confidence like that which 
must have guided your hand when writing your last would, in a 
worldly sense, have compensated for the disagreeable nature of the 
subject itself. To make an apology therefore for your freedom 
would have conveyed a silent imputation which, however deserved, 
men are always most indignant to receive. However I may pre- 
sume to sincerity on general topics, I will not pretend to that 
grace-given virtue on this head. I am far too well convinced of 
my insincerity here, and I thoroughly believe that I am insincere^ 
disingenuous, hypocritical, to myself every day. What claim 
then can you have to that confidence which is denied myself? 
What reasonable expectation can I have of dealing &irly with 
another when I dishonestly cheat myself? When people know 
their sins, I think they must have previously relinquished them 
in part. Of the theoretical part of religion indeed I fear I am 
not ignorant ; and I verily believe I could detect fallacies where 
such exist. I am fully aware of the Gospel blessedness, fully 
aware of the odiousness of sin, convinced of the necessity of a 

> Nathaniel Lee died in 1692. He check the impetnosity of hit ffenint. 

WM the author of eleven plays, and His " Theodosiua " continnea to he 

AddJaoa has obeerved that he would acted for a century after hia death, 

have been the first of modem tra- His reason was at times clouded 

gedisDs, if he had known how to and he was wretchedly poor* 
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Saviour and of His power and willingness to answer the great 
end of His Incarnation, fully aware of the necessity of repentance; 
so that r am just so situated as to be unbenefited by any church- 
man's harangues. 

Eespecting W., I must say that considering the circumstances I 
am placed in I do not think he has been over civil. On the other 
hand I have reason to be grateful to one or two families who with 
more consideration and good nature have been very civil to me. 
Still however my few books are my most beloved society. That I 
shall ever find a friend more esteemed than yourself I even hope 
is not to be expected, and I only trust this union may be as 
permanent as it is faithful on the side of 

Your affectionate friend, 

F. ROBIKSOK. 

To Mb. R. T. p. Popb, Cobk, 

C.C.C, Oxford, February Uth, 1816. 
.... If you mean to enter Christ Church your name must be 
on the books a year before, and perhaps longer. I heartily wish, 
my dear fellow, you would come to Corpus. But as you cannot 
be a scholar here, if you would come you must either be a gentle- 
man-commoner or an exhibitioner. By the bye we have just 
now got an exhibition vacant. It is held for four years, and 
worth j£50 per annum. If you would write to the President, I 
dare say you might get it if you would wish ; or if not this one, 
there will be three more vacant in the course of a year. What 
say you t Corpus has sent out several very clever men. Write 
soon and tell me what you think. I wish — had not been so 
unluckily in your way. I should like to have seen George ex- 
amining his composition ! However you got through the bore of 
entering very comfortably in other respects. It is a pride to 
Hyde Abbey to see one of her sons so high on the list as you 
were. I had a letter from Oliphant the other day, who desires 
to be remembered to you and who wanted your direction, which 
of course I gave him accordingly. Poor fellow, he has been dis- 
appointed in hui prospects of entering the Engineers and has some 
intention of coming to Oxford. How glad I should be to find 
you and him safely anived and housed in some of our colleges ! 
Is there any probability of the Beresfords coming here % Remem- 
ber me to Mark and his brother. 
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Poor Hyde Abbey, I reaUy think its best days are gone. Bat 
perhaps I may seem to write this in the same sentiments as he 
who left this inscription to be put on his own monument : 

" Death takes the good— too good on earth to stay. 
And leaves the bad — too bad to take away." 

I am extremely sorry to observe that it really is on the decline ; 
for it is an establishment to which I must always be firmly 
attached. 

Should you not like Corpus, I think Oriel will suit you much 
better than Christ Church. It is in very high repute for learning, 
more so I think than any other in Oxford. Every one is desirous 
of entering it, at least every one who is inclined to study (for 
they " ignavum fucos pecus a prassepibus arcent "). Its Provost 
IS Dr. Copleston. If you can find interest to get into it, I am 
sure you will find it a society you would wish to meet with. 
I should not think Christ Church a pleasant college by any 
means. It is so split and divided ; and I believe its only society 
is that of bucks and bloods, who of course are not naturally 
eager for learning. Such society I should presume is not exactly 
after your taste! If it is, I would advise you to stay at home 
and find it in Erin without incurring any travelling expenses* 
We are both of us now placed in arduous situations, having just 
entered upon the world, or rather the ante-world, the vUm limen 
if I may use the expression, and upon the mode of conduct we 
pursue these next four years the success or frustration of our 
future designs, the happiness or miseiy of our future lives, will 
most materially depend. We must keep our eyes about us, and 
indeed pretty sharply too, seeing that our passions are attaining 
to their full sway, that they are exposed to and assailed by every 
8])ecie8 of temptation, and moreover that we have full scope and 
liberty to indulge them. But I hope we shall consider fully the 
end of our present existence, the uncertainty of its duration, the 
inevitable stroke of fieite that hangs over us, to fall sooner or later. 
And remember that the inquiry at that awful time will not be 
how pleasantly, but how well, we have lived. 

We are reading Aristotle's Bthica^ which to understand is the 
toughest work by far that I have yet had the honour of conning. 
I wish with all my heart you were here. We could in our leisure 
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reading trot up Pamaasos together, at least you aboold knight-it 
on before me on Rozinantey and I as jonr Sancho would keep up 
mjr mule as dose to yoa as I oould, sequererqus pairmn (though 
perhaps) non pcuaibus asquis. 

To HIS FATHER. 

Oxford, March 8(A, 1816. 
Having rather more leisure than usual, I have taken a 
longer sheet .... I am happy to state that I am one degree 
higher on the Ust than I was when I wrote last ; as one of our 
scholars' has gained a Fellowship at Balliol in a oontest with 
three other young men, all of them eminent in this University. 
So that he is a Fellow of Balliol two or three years perhaps before 
he would have been one here, and in that time has £200 or £300 
per annum instead of £60 or £70. It is rather remarkable that 
w}ien our scholars contend for Fellowships at other OoUeges,' even 
against their own men (who of course would have the preference 
were they equal in point of attainments), they almost ever succeed. 
Among the Fellows of our neighbour Oriel, the best regulated 
and now most fiunous society in the place, are five ' of our former 
scholars^ and Dr. Copleston *■ the head and provost of Oriel was a 
scholar at Corpus ! But I am hurried on in praise of my own 
college further perhaps than is right. I am now fifteenth on the 
list of twenty, which considering the short time I have been here 
is thought most singularly fortunate. We have a double advan- 
tage over great part of the University, for our Fellowships are all 
certain and are filled up by our own scholars only, without being 
open for others to contend for them. 

I am sure that if any one has particular motives for gratitude 
to *' the Author and Giver of all good things," I most undoubtedly 
have : I, whom He has pkced in a situation the advantages of 
which are unfolded to my eyes more and more every day. 

1 Mr. EUisoB, btfove mentioned. * Four of them were John Kebla, 

'InstMices of thia «re Mr. Joatice Thomas Arnold, Edward Hawkini, 

Coleridge, who became Fellow of William James; the fifth we have 

Exeter College in 1812: Mr. T. T. not traced. 

Penrose who obtained a Fellowship ^EUected Provost in 1814; died 

at the same College ; and Richara Bishop of TJandaff, October 14th, 

I^ftwrenee (afterwards Eogins Pro- 1849. 

lessor of Hebrew) who gained one at 

University* 
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Among others that I allude to are to be reokoned the oppor- 
tunities we have of obtaining knowledge of every kind, by means 
of lectures occasionally given gratuitously to such as dioose to 
attend them by the University Professors of every art and science. 
As my time is very well filled at Corpus, I have not time enough 
to attend them now ; at least I have attended but one on Anatomy 
given by Sir Christopher Pegge/ where I gained some little insight 
into the structure of the human frame. But what is far above 
any other advantage is the possession of a grateful heart {*^ that 
tastes those gifts with joy/') and a conscience, as Cotton says, 
'' like a faithful friend." That no trial or temptation may rob 
me of that last mentioned and best of blessings is my constant 
prayer, and it gives me additional strength and comfort to think 
that it is seconded by my dearest father and mother in their 
petitions at the Throne of Grace. 

Lysippus's Horses do not make much progress ; however they 
have started, and I hope soon the course will be more clear for 
them than it is just now : for somehow' or other my hands at 
present are full of business, and I can find out its proper employ- 
ment for every minute of time I have. 

The new Oxford Calendar for 1816 is just come out, and this 
morning I had the pleasure of seeing my name inserted in it for 
the first time. This time twelve months all was doubt and 
anxiety and uncertainty ; and in how short a space of time has 
the goodness of Providence arranged and settled every thing for 
us — I will not say according to our wishes, but unexpectedly and 
kindly above every thing that we could have designed or in 
moderation desired. The only thing that intervenes to obstruct 
the course of joy and satisfeu^on arising from the reflection of it 
is the circumstanee that I must yet be a burthen upon you for 
some time, and so heavy an one too ; and were it not for a hope 
that what is now laid out on me may be returned with interest, 
not on myself alone, but on my dear brothers and sisters, such a 
consideration must make me very uneasy. But situated as I am, 
it shall be my endeavour to contract my expenses as much as 
possible and to observe the greatest nicety in my accounts. And 

iM.D.andKaight: Lee's RMder Cfhnreh, and aAerwards FeDow of 
in Anatomy and Rmiie Profeesor OrieL 
of Medicine: formeny of Christ 
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alwajB will I pray to heaven to shower down its blessings on 
those parents, who in their love to their children (to use a beau- 
tiful image of mj favourite Cowper) are 

'* Content to quake, so they be warm'd "' 

There are in one of your hymn books, if I mistake not, six 
pretty lines taken from Solomon's Song, oh. 2, v. 8, ** The voice of 
my Beloved/' Thinking another verse might easily be made 
from some of the following verses, I attempted it a few Sundays 
ago, and herewith send you my attempt, which I trust I may do 
without an imputation of forwardness. 

** Hutk'd is the storm, the winter past, 
Each flower unfolds its sweets at last, 
The birils awake, in every grove 
Is heartl the turtle's note of love. 
Why, fair one, this unkind delav ? 
Risi>, ray love, and oome away.*^ 

I continue to take regularly what I hope is sufficient exercise. 
M<Mt U)uruings, provided they are favourable, I walk round Christ 
(^huiH)|i Moudow lH>foro chapel, which is a mile and a quarter, but 
o( (Hniino 1 do not consider that my walk for exercise ; I take 
timt gontirttlly from half past two till half-past four, and when I 
(inu, (ibUiiu a oomi)anion in it. I generally however go by myself 
iMMind thf) M()adow in the morning to awaken myself and ''enjoy 
th«) iHiol, iho (Vagrant, and the silent hour.*' It is conveniently 
iiiiimttKl ol(uie to Oor|)U8 and is an easy walk of just twenty 
liitiiiitoM. There is a little part of it represented in one of your 
iiiii|iN oil the iiort>on, and I believe some persons are walking there. 

I (ifltiu tliluk of it as I pass by the very spot Well, I have 

nliiMiMt rtimiluMl the end, but cannot say much as to the importance 
of lU (MiiitDiiU. Hut that I may prove to be a blessing and sup- 
jMiili ill iity doar iiamntii is the constant and unfeigned prayer of 
tli»sli' iluiifiil and afrmaionato son 

Wm. WHrrMARSH Phelps. 

V.H. Uy Maying in the early part of my letter 'I have more 
InUur^ tlian usual/ I mean that we had no lectures this moniing, 
ffir tlio guilt Inifian who has suooeodod at Balliol was one of my 
l>uUirtt. Iltt WMN a very clover young man ; but to take his place — 

** I trust wf hava within our realm levsral as good as he.'* 
* tmk l¥ IHK) 
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To HIS FATHER. 

Oxford, May 9«^, 1816. 
«... We are going on yery smoothly and comfqjrtably 
here. I am very much so, certainly, and have had not the least 
reason to repent of having taken ^ my name from the Common 
Room books; for T am now master of my own time and am not so 
likely to be interrupted. I am on quite as good terms with my 
fellow scholars as I was befora With respect to the heads of the 
college I am on as good terms with them as any one is, and that 
of course is the chief point. 

We have an examination this week to fill up two vacant scholar- 
ships, and there are six candidates undergoing the same process 
that I did. Poor fellows ! I feel for their anxiety every time 
I go down from my room, for my rooms are over the bursary. 

Our old President looks as well as ever. .... I like my 
new Tutor (Gormsh*) very well indeed, he is very able to fill his 
situation, and I really think he is as good a tutor as his prede- 
cessor (Ellison). His rooms are just beneath my own. I am 
glad he means to continue in them ; for if you recollect^ I told 
you at Easter that I was apprehensive of his intending to take 
Ellison's, in which case I should have had a more noisy and 
troublesome neighbour. Cornish told me yesterday that as we 
were so near each other, he would be happy to give me any 
information and render me any assistance in his power, if I would 
at any time apply to him. 

Oxford is becoming very beautiful now from its walks. 7ou 
know I am in the immediate neighbourhood of Christ Church 
Meadow. A subscription band plays there eveiy evening, which 



* On March 27th. 

'George James Comiah, son of 
Oeoroe (^nuah, Esq. , bom at Ottery 
St Mary, Devon, June 7th, 1794. 
Elected tcholar from the Diocese of 
Exeter in 1810. First Class, 1813. 
Sacceeded (while yet a scholar) Mr. 
Ellison as tutor. Arnold's life 
contains fifteen letters addressed 
to him, from September 20th, 1819, 
to July 6th, 1839. Mr. Justice 
Coleridfle, in his life of Keble, de- 
scribes Mr. Gomiah, in 1810, as a 
young man of very gentlemanly ap- 
peanaoe, with aomewhat of rsMrye 



(the result of great refinement of 
feeling) and shyness, pure-bearted 
as a child, very affectionate, very 
modest, of keen sensibilities and 
accurate taste, possessing ffeniality 
and a kind of cerrantic humour. 
The readers of the Christian Tear 
will remember some lines To the 
Bedbreast, which were written by 
him. He died September 10th, 
1849. A little volume of his poems 
has been recently published by his 
son, under the title of Ckme to the 
WwxU and other Poems. 
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is pleasant for those who choose to attend. Bat I cannot say 
that I much admire the time, company, or tunes. I feel great 
ploasure in the society of one or two more friends, and of Filleul ; 
aiul move company I do not require. 

My lectures, I assure you, occupy so great a share of my time 
that my English muse is hut very poorly, and the Latin does 
nothing at all. Bennett has just passed his last examination, and 
is now B. A., and will have no further occasion to stay at coUega . 

To HIS FATHEB. 

Oxford, May 15th, 1816. 
• . . . LysippuB has driven his steeds to the Registrar's 
house, but did not promise to return. On the afternoon previous 
to my sending them up I showed the verses to a friend, who took 
them to an acquaintance of his that gained the prize for English 
verse last year.' He recommended the author to show them up, 
but did not give him much room to hope of succeeding this year, 
as he did not think the description quite particular enough, and 
as he knew there would be some rather su^mrior copies sent in by 
men of some standing in the University, who had also seen the 
Horses themselves. He thought the author would not be doing 
right if he did not write again next year, and advised him to read 
Dryden, as it would give a more bold and stately air to his versi- 
fication, which is liked in the Oxford Prize Verses. He thought 
I had read more of Pope's poetry than of any other; and so 
indeed I have of late. Under these circumstances has my 
Lysippus entered the lists ; odds therefore are against him. But 
as I have not set great expectations on his success, his defeat will 
not give me much disappointment 

Our two new scholars were both gownsmen, their names, 
Tragetti' and Thorpe.' I don't know whether I told you the names 
of the two who entered last term or not. They are Richards and 
OreswelL I am, thank Ood, going on very comfortably ; and I 
have quite enough to do, I assure you. Indeed the more advance- 
ment I make in my studies^ the more I find I have to make— 

** HiUs peep o*er hiUs and Alps on Alps arise.*' 

>S. Bickaids, Oriel, TempU of Soholar, afterwardi V. of Timebory. 
The9eu$. •Bobert Alder Thorpe, after- 

* Thos. Heathoote Trmgett, Surrey waids Tutor. 
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The public examinations for the degree of B.A. are now going 
on, and we have sent up a young man of yerj shining abilities, 
who has done his College credit. His name is Creyke.^ So you 
will see by the Calendar that there are but two undergraduates 
above us now, all the others having taken the degree of either 
Master or Bachelor of Arts. Mr. Bridges is very kind. I am 
yery busy, my time is shorty and so with kind love to all, I 
am^ &o,f 

To HIS MOTHER. 

Oxfordy May 20th, 1816. 
When I promised to write you a long letter, little did I 
think it was to be on so melancholy an occasion as the departure 
of the dear in&nt whom so lately I called my own little Fanny ' 
has made it We can now call her ours no more. She is gone 
before us, and highly is she exalted, and God will call her His 
own for ever. But though she is taken out of our sight I am 
sure I shall preserve the most affectionate remembrance of her 

as long as I have to sojourn here 

In all our troubles let us put our whole trust and confidence in 
God's mercy, and pray that we may be brought near to Him by 

whatever means He seeth fittest to adopt for that purpose 

Our life is short and precarious. Pray we for grace to live as we 
would wish to die ; that when the summons is given us we may 
be able to smile on death. And let us not omit to ^' search the 
Scriptures." Thus, my dearest mother, we shall be laying up 
for ourselves treasures in heaven. In them, when all other 
comforters have forsaken us, we shall fi^nd one that never wilL 
" Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you resf Can we be so blind as to refuse the gracious 
invitation? He will indeed speak peace to the broken hearted 
that apply to Him for rest ; and when He iso ur comforter, ** our 
sorrow will be turned into joy/' And then, as often aa we think 
on the sweet baby wc have lost, it will be a source of satisfaction 
and pleasure for us to reflect, with David, that in God's good 
appointed time we shall go to her, though she shall not return 
to us. 

* Stephen Greyke, Scholar for the deacon of York. 
Diocese of Exeter; he took a First *Thifl sister died May 17th, aged 

Claas, and in 1847 became Arch- 16 months. 
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Fbom Mb. F. Robihson. 

Leeds, May 2^rd, 1816. 



• • • • 



Allow me once more to thank 70a for year 
charitable and kind letter. I only wish that I had the ability to 
answer it in the same strain. I am now going to oommanicate 
my sentiments unreservedly. Amongst the various reasons which 
concur in banishing religion from our tongues, or rather hearts, is 
that it is previously exiled from our pens. "Nothing," I have 
somewhere seen, "would contribute more to the restoration of 
practical piety in this heathenish age than a free and candid com- 
munication of the good on this important, on all accounts most 
important, subject" I am fully convinced that nothing would add 
such effectual vigour to the cause. But aUow me to add that my 
prejudices (if you think them so) against a fixed and determinate, 
steady, invariable, correspondence on religion professedly, are 
strong, veiy strong indeed. Like private meetings professedly 
for religious purposes they are very apt to introduce hypocrisy and 
formality.' Do you not think sol In conversation, a casual 
hint generally is more profitable than a set down formal harangue; 
which I consider one reason why religious advice from a layman 
generally carries double force compared with the same words from 
a clergyman. My dear friend, these remarks do not, I hope, flow 
from a carnal prepossession for worldly letter-writing. They are 
the result of some thought, though expressed in this hasty mode. 
I fully see you have much too good an opinion of me. Pray 
endeavour (there surely can be no difficulty) to lessen that 
opinion. Hervey, when commended excessively, once replied— 
** Sir, did you know the mass of corrupt tinder which is concealed 
here {SeucnKmt ^^ ^J heart), you would not so readily kindle 
one spark of flattery." I know I have spoilt the story, but how 
very excellent the matter! how truly genuine — how truly 
Herveian ! Robinson's Christian System ' I never saw. I am at 



I See a different opinion m to ed, in a ooone of Practical Kasayt 

tbeee meetings in letters of April on the principal doctrines and duties 

29th and November 11th, 1817, of Christianity, " in three vols. 8vo. 

farther on. Bat in regard to the London, I8O0. The author was the 

correspondence, some observations well-known Rev. Thomas Robinson, 

of Simeon could be quoted on Mr. of Leicester ; bom 1749, died March 



Robinson's side. 24th, 181.?. 

s " The Clmstian System unfold- 
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present reading a book which you, I dare say, know — Mason on 
SdJ KnotoUdge ' — very excellent. I mast now leave this best of 
all subjects, in order to answer some of your inquiries. 

George Richards is at present engaged at Trinity Church in the 
town. I do not however generally attend him. I much dislike 
his sermons ; they are too cold and unpersuasive for my taste. ' 
But there are four other churches ; two of which are blessed with 
truly good men, and one with a truly excellent preacher. The 
latter is the Rev. M. Jackson, minister of St. Paul's. He was not 
at either university. The other is the Rev. R. Gholmeley, minister 
of St. James, and an Oxford man. ' George is much and I think 
universally esteemed, though I almost doubt whether his preaching 
is liked. The state of religion at Leeds is truly evangelical.^ 
There is no town, I have heard long ago, in the kingdom so 
remarkable for strict morality, and which is much better, for truly 
good men. The churches are thronged, and the attention of the 
congr^ations is striking. In so large and populous a manu£EU>- 
turing town there must be a mixture 3 but still the generality are 
pointedly religious. There is a plenitude of Methodists, White- 
fieldians and Wesleyans, which accounts for the decency of 
conduct observed. 

I have lately heard of our friend Bingham, who wishes me to 



1 " Self -knowledge, a Treatise 
■hewing the nature and benefit of 
that important science, and the 
way to attain it." The author was 
John Mason, a Nonconformist min- 
ister, who died in 1763. The work 
was eztensiirely read and had reach- 
ed its tenth edition in 1778. 

' As Mr. Bobinson expressed him- 
self elBewhere in such warm terms 
of gratitude to his tutor as a friend 
and instructor, we feel the less pain 
in recording this sentiment. That 
Mr. George was a truly religious 
man and valued the doctrines of 
the gospel, which he preached to his 
dying day, is veij certain. But 
the lenaon is too miportant to be 
lost, that the austerity of a school- 
master's life in those days left a 
commencing pastor much to learn. 

*The Rev. Kobert Cholmeley was 
a younger brother of the first Sir 



Montague. He came to Leeds as 
curate of St. Paul's, from which he 
went in the year 1814 to be curate 
of St. James's, and in 1817 he was 
presented by the Lord Chancellor 
to the ilectory of All Saints, Wain- 
fleet, Lincolnshire, in which town 
he also became P.O. of St. Maryi 
in 1829. He held both benefices 
until his death, which occurred in 
or near 1852, and he lies interred in 
St. Mary's Cburch-vard. 

He was succeeded as curate of St. 
Paul's by the Rev. Miles Jackson, 
who continued there from 1814 to 
1838. This church was built by that 
excellent clergyman Miles Atlunson, 
who served it for forty years, until 
his death, February 6th, 1811, at 
the age of 70. 

* See more on this further on, in 
a letter of September 25th. 
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meet yoa there (at (Joeport) daring the summer. Could I be 
oertain of your oompany, I should not hesitate. Pray let me hear 
of you yeiy soon. 



To AN AUNT. 

C.C.a, May 2ith, 1816. 

Never had I such a pressing demand for every 

hour of the day as I have now, and days and weeks pass un- 
accountably over me ; for my life here (at present) is one continual 
scene of business and enterprisa One might be disposed to 
imagine that, living in a rather retired manner as I do, time 
might be found to hang heavy on my hands. But it really is far 
otherwise. I have none to spare ; and even as it is, I often think 
that I devote too much of it to busy trifles. Tet though I am 
surrounded by so may claims on my attention, T never lose sight, 
for any length of time, that is, of my dear native home and the 
friends that surround it. I assure you that after working hard 
for about four weeks more, I shall be as glad to come among you 
again (if so it please God) as ever I used to be when returning 
after an eighteen or twenty weeks stay at Winchester. I really 
feel that about half that time at Oxford is quite enough at once ; 
for though I am far from being tired of the place, yet I have more 
monotony, leas company, and harder study than I used to have ; 
and were it not for an interview with those who are most dear to 
me here on earth two or three times a year I should be jaded and 
grow quite rusty. But though such is the case, I have not the 
least reason to be sorry that it is so ; as it makes me more often 
revert to the thoughts of those scenes of my youth when every 
sport could please, and of those dear friends who hung over me 
in my cradle hours and sacrificed their own rest to promote 
mine. I trust I shall always remember the kindnesses I then 
received from you with the most heartfelt gratitude ; and more 
particularly shall I preserve a memory of those kindnesses I have 
received from you all since I have been old enough to notice and 
appreciate them. 

My mother's very very kind nice letter reached me this morning, 
and 1 need hardly say it was recei%'ed by me with the most lively 
pleasure. The happiness it gave me to hear that she and my dear 
fikther support this trial as they do could not easily be e x pw e d 



CHAP, in.] Ldtm Verse. 97 

My thoughts, I assure you, frequcDtly turn to the dear babe we 
have lost^ and naturally enough expatiate more on the pleasure I 
took in seeing her danced about on my mother^s knee and in 
making her smile on myself than would have been the case had 
she still remained amongst us. 

To HIS FATHEB. 

C.G.G., Oxan, June Sth, 1816. 
.... My Lysippus has not succeeded, nor indeed did we 
expect he would. A Mr. MacdonnelP of Christ Church has 
gained it, who succeeded in the Latin verse last year. A circum- 
stance happened which made me wish I had directed my attention 
rather to the Latin. A friend of mine at Christ Church, who is 
in other respects a superior scholar but never had a taste for 
Latin verse, applied to me for assistance, and I gave him a copy, 
which he showed up, not expecting to hear more of them. But 
lo and behold, he was a few days after summoned by some of the 
dons of Christ Church to read the said verses publicly in the Hall 
oi Christ Church ! You may guess his utter astonishment, and 
mine when I afterwards heard of it. He however excused 
himself and acknowledged that a friend of his had done them ; 
when Mr. Come' (a great man there, whose name see on the 
Christ Church list) desired him to tell me it would be worth my 

while to try next year — or something of that sort If I do 

not greatly mistake, I saw Lord Pembroke here a few days^ago. 
He was walking alone through Christ Church, and appeared to 
me to be very pensive. 

Thank God, I am going on in a most comfortable way. My 
tutor continues very friendly and my studies are very successful* 
Lideed I don't think I ever spent the same portion of my life 
more satisfactorily in this respect, nor nearly so much to my 
advantage as I have the few weeks since I left you. My health 
is very good. I am called and rise at half-past five, and go to bed 
at ten. Ten is a rather early hour, considering I do not dine till 
five; but I found it necessary^ as my eyes did not well bear 
reading by candle-light Filleul is a very steady early riser. We 

I Alexander Maodonnell, Student Christ Church, Censor and Libra- 

of Christ Church. He took his rian. He wss also Prebendary of 

B. A., before the end tho year. Lichfield, 

> Rev. WOliam Come, Student of 



98 lAft of Archdeacon Phdpe. 

spend much time together, as he and I are trndging oyer the 
Greek Histoiy of Heitxlotus at our leiaore hours. 

Give my kindest loye to the dearest of mothers. .... 



To HIS MOTHEB. 

r ' 

Oxford^ Wednesday^ June 19<A, 1816. 

.... I am rather anxious to hear how my dearest little 
Maiy is. Poor little angel ! The shock must be terrible to her 
delicate frame. But we are not to murmur. It is most satis- 
factoiy to consider that she and we are under the immediate eye 
of a good and gracious Being, who knows what is best for her, 
and who is Almighty and able to perform it I hope and believe 
that you, my dear mother, keep up your spirits and are resigned 
to the will of God. It is He that made us, and made our enjoy- 
ments for US) and it is He who takes them from us, without being 
unjust He afflicts us, that we may know the emptiness of all 
pleasure that is set on worldly objects, and the reasonableness and 
necessity of giving more of our thoughts and affections to Him. 
Let what will betide us, if we feel that our tinist is in Him we 
are still (he sheep of His pasture ; and the full assurance that our 
Bedeemer liveth and that He will stand at the latter day upon 
the earth, will direct us to raise our eyes beyond these frail three- 
scor^years-and-ten, and consider the purpose of His future 
coming ; and direct us too, by a proper employment of this day of 
probation, to prepare ourselves for it, and to lay up for ourselves 
treasures in Heaven where there shall be no moth and rust of 
affliction to corrupt our happiness, and where death shall not 
break through as a thief and steal from us the objects of our 
aflfoction. 

.... I cannot leave Oxford before the 26th, that is next 
Wednesday ; and as I expect Bingham will be up here in a day 
or two, I mean to go to Gosport with him on Wednesday. 

The time of my examination ' is fast approaching (Saturday, I 
hope) ; it baa been, and is, a hard poll ; but, thank God, my eyes, 
and my health altogether, are vexy good, and it will soon be over. 

> His dn^ Kramination, or RtipomUnu, 
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Frok Mb. F. Robinson. 

Leed^, September 25^ 1816. 
Regretting as I do the necessity I am so often under of 
expressing the sentiment, I must eke repeat that I hare £ax too 
much regard for mine own interest to allow your tsu^itumitj to 
dissolve a correspondence which I have so many reasons for 
cherishing. But I have that complacent consciousness (pretty 
impudence !) of my own int^rity, that upon review of my per- 
formances in penmanship I can discover no very serious ground 
for self-accusation. I have returned to Leeds and have been here 
about a month; and after the roamings and wanderings of so 
many weeks, I am not very sorry to find myself tranquilly re- 
established at a place partaking in any degree of the nature and 
character of home. Our friend G. P. R. has had very good health 
since he came from Winchester. Toung G. is with us. His 
father much wishes him to enter the church by and by. But he 
appears IrreslBtibly attached to the warehouse, where his father 
and his three brothers are engaged. He is tp go to Winchester 
Collie soon, and I think that in all probability be will distin- 
guish himself His abilities are of a very superior order, and he 
is only twelve-and-a-half. He begs to be kindly remembered to 
you. 

I have lately heard the famous Rev. Legh Richmond, ^ and I 
oould not believe that any one could have expressed himself so 
very sensibly, feelingly (for Church missionaries), eloquently, and 
fluently. He is quite extemporaneoua On Monday I heard the 
Rev. Mr. Roe' in the same cause — an Irishman — ^beyond excep- 
tion the most eloquent, and piously eloquent, man I ever heard. 
The zeal with which all religious societies are promoted in this 
neighbourhood is indeed surprising.' 



1 Rector of Turvey since 1805, and 
now in the prime of bis UBofulness. 
He was not new to Yorkshire at 
this time, as his journal of 1814 and 
1815 records his preaching for so- 
cieties to fall congregations at Leeds, 
Haddersfiekl, Haluax, and other 
large towns. The religious societies 
were making a great start just now, 
after the war, and creating an in- 
terest through the ooimtrv never 
before known, and probably not 
since surpassed. 

u2 



> Rev. Peter Roe, of Kilkenny : 
bom 1778, died April 23rd, 1841. 
His life was written by S. Madden 
in 1842, and fuily bears out Mr. 
Robinson's expressions. 

s Much of this was due to the im- 
oression made by the ministry of 
Miles Atkinson, before mentioned. 
Another great support of the Chris- 
tian cause at Leeds was Wilberf oroe't 
friend William Hey, F.R.S., sur- 
geon, who died in 1819. 
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Have 70U seen Faber's Sennons, one Yolume octavo ? Can yoa 
tell me what book is most convincing respecting the Pernonalitj 
of the H0I7 Ghost 1 ^ 

Pope has, 70a will observe, been successful in his literary 
labours. Bingham tells me he has become a member of your 
University.' I should much like to join you as a fellow student, 
for I am not very laborioun here. I am about to commence 
reading Qibbon's Roman History — a laborious and I fear a dry 
Undertaking. Upon the subject of his religious prejudices (as 
fashionable JSuphemismites would call them) I am fully aware. 
J shall make a kind of abbreviation of the work, and take notes 
of any sentence wherein he at all treats of that subject I trust 
and hope that instead of begetting any doubt in my own mind, 
they will, by God's blessing, serve to demonstrate the truth of 
Revelation by shewing me the weakness which the most learned 
shew when impugning the Word of God. 

I saw Upton ' on his way to Tadcaster. It is fifteen miles 
from Leeds. I wish it had been ten miles nearer, that we might 
have seen more of each other during the short time I am here. 



Fbom his father. 

WMon, Odober UA, 1816. 
You will, I know, rejoice to hear that I am so hr 
i*ecovered as to have been enabled to attend at the Town-hall to> 
day, and return Lord Yisoount Fitzharris* Member of Parliament 
for this borough, in the place of the late Mr. Herbert Thank 
God, I walked to the Hall, went through the business, and 
returned without being at all fatigued. Mr. Sheldon has been 
so good as to call on me since, and very obligingly left two 
franks, one of which will enclose a few lines to John, who seems 
so fond of letter-writing that I believe he would devote half his 
time to it if he could obtain regular answers. 



> The PenonaUty and Cjfiee o/the 
Chrittian CamfcrUr waa the tnbject 
of the Bampton Lectures of 1815 
(publiahed 1816) by Reginald Heber, 
then Rector of Hodnet, afterward! 
(1823) Biahop of Calcutta. 

* He did not however commence 
rendeaoe till Noyember 1st, 1818, 



'Archer Thomas Upton, their 
schoolfellow, studying law. 

* James Edward Harris, Viscount 
Fitzharris, eldest son of the first 
Earl of Malmesbo^, whom be suc- 
ceeded as second Earl in November 
1820. Re die4 September 10th, 
1841. 
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And now, mj dear boy, if you have not already heard of it, I 
am sore you will be sincerely sorry to hear of the death of that 
estimable man and sincere Christian, Mr. Mease. He departed 
this life at a yery short warning on Monday last the 4th instant. 
He had called on Mr. Philip Hayman, who was about leaving hia 
brother's house (where he had been on a visit) to return to 
London, and requested him to purchase for him an ear-trumpet 
and send it down to him. He seemed very cheerful, shook hands 
with Mr. P. H. and one of his sisters who was to accompany him, 
and added '' J believe I may as well shake hands with you all,*' 
and bent his course homeward. After turning the comer of 
South-street he was taken suddenly, and beckoned to Thomas 
Cassey to assist him. He arrived at lus own door with the 
assistance of his neighbours — paused a moment — ^looked up and 
down the street — ^for the last time ! — was put into bed, and 
expired within an hour after in your uncle Robert's arms. He 
thanked his supporters for their trouble, observed he was strong 
ardying, but thanked God he was not afraid to die. When left 
alone with his friends, he returned thanks to God Almighty 
for having allowed him to live so long, with so much comfort, 
and expired with an ejaculation on his lips, almost without a 
struggle 

It is reported that he is a most liberal benefactor to the town. 
It is said that he has left the interest of £4000 in different 
charities, and to build a tower and place eight bells therein.^ This 
ia not to take place till the expiration of twenty years, and Mrs. 
Mease is to enjoy the whole he possessed till her death, when the 
principal part falls to Mr. H. Gold his nephew. I knew you 
would like to be famished with all the particulars I could recollect 
of this worthy good man, who is a great loss to such a place as 
WOton, and whose memory will be long cherished by all descrip- 
tions of its inhabitants. 

To HIS MOTHER. 

C.C.C., October ISih, 1816. 

You will be much satisfied at hearing by this letter that 

I am safely arrived and comfortably settled. .... 1 waited at 

> The beDfl of Mr. Mease's bene- red to Mr. Sidney Herbert's new 
faotioo were iubiequently transfer- church. 
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Whitchurch two hours for the Southampton coach and rode inside 
thence to Newburj, twelve miles. We had four inside and ten 
out all the way, and were obliged to drive six horses several miles. 
It was half-past six when we came into Oxford, and quite dark. 
M7 first care was to procure a nice warm mutton-chop, which I 
quickly demolished. I then came to my rooms, and right glad 
was I to be snugly left to myself again beside a cheerful fire, after 
so tedious, irregular a day. I then employed myself in unpacking 

my box I then took a good strong cup of tea ; after 

which I amused myself in arranging my books till ten o'clock, 
when I went to bed and slept soundly. 

What urgent reasons had I then for pajdng the evening sacrifice 
of a grateful heart to that Being who had so preserved me and 
mine during the vacation, the knowledge of Whom had been the 
source of my highest enjoyments and my Rock and Fortress in the 
painful times of temptations : — 

" My life, whilst Thou preserv'st my Ufe, 
Thy sacrifioe shall be : 
And death, when death shall be my doom. 
Shall join my seal to Thee." 

I have heard two excellent discourses this morning ; one on the 
necessity of receiving the Elingdom of God as little children ; and 
another on the comforts which a true believer experiences from the 
consideration of his being made joint heir with Christ, freely and 
without his own deeds of righteousness being taken into the 
aoooantb^ 



1 Besides punctaally atteDdinx lua 
college chapel, Mr. rhelpe made a 
point of being present on Sundays 
at the Univenity sermon, and like- 
wise went in time for sermon to St. 
Giles* Church, at the northern end 
of Oxford past the spot where the 
Martyrs* Memorial was afterwards 
erected . This church was served by 
the Rev. John Natt, B.D., Vice- 
President of St John's College. 
On consulting an inedited ioumaf of 
Mr. Natt's, it is found that he records 
hii harin^ preached that day, in 
tiie morning on Adoption, from 1 
John iii, 1 ; in the utemoon from 
Genesis i, 27» on The Image ^ Qod 



in wMeh man wa$ creaUd, and the 
Covenant oj Works. Both times he 
records ** a few gownsmen." It is 
the custom at the universities for 
gownsmen of more serious disposi- 
tions to resort to parish churches 
for the sermon, having already at- 
tended their own coUi^ chapels 
tor the prayers. We may remark 
that thu letter contains the first 
distinct intimation we have found 
of Mr. Phelps's appreciation of those 
doctrinal views so well undemtood 
as evangelical, which he increasiimly 
loved to his d3ring day. Mr. Natt 
will meet us again. 
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Filleal is retomed. I took a long walk with him to^lay, and 
he is coming to drink tea with me in the eyening. He desires 
often to be remembered to yon. 

From Mk. F. Bobinsok. 

Leeds, Saiwrday^ October 19^ 1816. 
I am unwilling, again to see an interregnum. Thej are always 
undesirable things, and sometimes dangerous. Extremes are in 
fact hazardous at all times and in all things ; nor can I reasonably 
see why correspondence should claim an exception from the 
general rule. By keeping up a regular, systematic course of 
weekly epistolisation, we no doubt are liable to produce a gradual 
indifference. For though by this method we are sure to preyent 
foigetfulnessy we may substitute for it by degrees something worse; 
and by'recurring so frequently to the pen as a matter of course, we 
soon lose that relish and pleasure which I feel when addressing 
myself to you or anyone else who is an object of eyen less regard. 
Your time is perhaps of more immediate yalue than mine. I haye 
my studies directed chiefly, if studies they can be called, to omni- 
genous subjects, so that an hour spent in writing to or hearing 
from you is perhaps of equal adyantage, and superior pleasure, to 
any other emplojrment. Hereafter I fear I shall regret that, sur- 
rounded by so many auxiliaries and ins^gated by so many incite- 
ments, I haye neyertheless squandered away my time with equal 
inutility perhaps to my temporal and eternal interests. After 
all I agree with a pious, an eminently pious, author, who says 
" reading is generally a more refined species of sensuality adopted 
by many as a genteel way of drawing the soul from its eternal 
interest Is it not so % Haye you not found that a promiscuous 
reading of entertaining and trifling books has created a disinclina- 
tion to the more serious contents of good authora f Who after 
reading Boswell's Johnson (I haye no particular reason for selecting 
it) would willingly and with equal pleasure turn to Law's Serious 
Call ? I am daily more oonyinced that to ensure and perpeHuUe 
attachment to the Bible or any book of i-eal moment, our attention 
should in some degree be chained down to it I haye neyer read 
Theran and Atpario^ I know it is a fayourite with Qeorge 

1 By the Rev. James Heryey, of volamM, 1753. The work oonsisted 
WesUm Fayell, Korthanto, toiee of Diakj^oes and Letters between 
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Richards : and had I not resolyed to read it soon, your recommen- 
dation would have ensured it a perusal Last Sunday I had the 
satis&ction of hearing Rev. Mr. Simons,* of Paul's Cray, who ranks 
among the Scotts, Romaines, Simeons, &c. 

I talk of leaving Leeds in December, after which time I shall 
reside whoUy in London. Will you be in the neighbourhood 1 
Endeavour to write soon. I laughed most heartily at your double 
commencement. I did not think you were such a lazy Tom 
Noddy, I see that I have begun on the wrong side. Need I 
apologise 1 

Saturday, October 26tL By some unaccountable negligence 
nearly as ridiculous as your double commencement this scrawl has 
been lying in my desk ever since last Saturday. I am glad I did 
not send it as I had not your letter by me while writing it. L^h 
Richmond is the author of Anncds oj the Poor* and the chief 
editor of a voluminous publication in seven or eight large octavo 
volumes called The Fathers of the English Church.* — Your reasons 
I fully admit. Let me add a fourth. By regularly recalling 
the mind from trifles^ou at least throw a check upon a thought- 
less course. When I return to London more especially I shall, 



the two imaginary personB of the 
title page. It touches on many 
ppinto of theology, but especially 
upon Justification by Faith and the 
Righteousness of Christ. It had a 
wide popularity and great influence: 
but many who much admired it on 
the whole excepted to some parts. 

^ The Rev. John Simons, for more 
than 57 years Rector of St Paul's 
Cray, in the north of Kent, not far 
from London. This excellent man 
had a few years before been made 
very useful to one of Mr. Phelps's 
Oxford friends. As his name was 
known through a wider sphere than 
his own parish, the reader may be 
gratified by an extract from his 
monument. — ' * Distinguished for his 
high classical attainments, rich 
imagination, and cultivated taste, 
but still more for his unbounded 
beneficence to the poor and his 
charity to all men. During a min- 
istry of more than half a centuiy, 



through evil report and good report, 
he lived, conversed, and preached, 
only to exalt that Saviour in whose 
finished righteousness he reposed all 
his trust for time and etermty. He 
was to the last engaged in the active 
duties of his sacred calling, and was 
struck by the hand of death in his 
pulpit while declaring the Gospel 
with all his usual fervour, fidelitv, 
and zeal on Sunday, August 7th, 
1836." He died on the following day. 

' Originally magazine articles, and 
then recently published in a col- 
lected form (1814). 

* Commenced in numbers in 1806, 
and reaching eight volumes. It was 
an important work in its day, when 
the literature and theology of the 
English Reformation were aknost un- 
known amongst the RngliA detgy. 
It prepared the way for the more 
complete series of the Parker Society 
in some fifty volumes, which of 
oonne have now superseded it. 
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I fear, stand in want of many such admonitions. Do not there- 
fore forsake the office. 

I had heard of the alterations at Winchester. They have lately 
lost a poor boy, Hill^ who was stmck on the breast by a cricket 
ball, which broke a blood-vessel near the heart and carried him 
out of life in five days. 

To HIS FATHEB. 

C.C.G., Oxford, October 20th, 1816, 
I shall not spend time in saying how truly gratifying 
the intelligence ' conveyed in your letter this morning is to me. 
Ood grant that it may be the foundation of real and lasting 
advantage to the dear fellow it most nearly concerns. Having 
had considerable experience in fitting me out so often, my dearest 
mother I have no doubt will take care to provide everything 
just as it should be. John will take care to be furnished with 
a good clothes-brush, a neat red-leather portfolio, a good round 
ruler, red-ink, india-rubber, a good pocket-knife and pen-knife. 
With respect to his bedroom, he will be most probably placed in 
the house, Frowd will see to that At all events I know that 
little Mrs. Welsh (the housekeeper and nurse) will for my sake put 
him where he will be most comfortable ; and no one can be more 
feeling and attentive than Mrs. Richards is to all young beginners. 

Amey is at the head of the school, and he, I dare say, will have 
an eye to John. But I am sure Frowd will, who is second in 
command. When I was at Winchester I gave him a sort of hint 
that it was possible he might see my brother before Christmas ; 
and he was happy to have an opportunity of returning to him any 
little kindnesses he may have received from me. There are also 
several others whom I have had the means of obliging. But he 
will find that a desire of pleasing his masters and schoolfellows, 
and a resolute refusal to any solicitations to idleness, will, by 
recommending him to all that are good and honourable around 
him, prove his best defence and a sweet satisfiehction. 

I am glad it so happens that his stay will be so short this first 
time. The school fires will be lighted soon after his arrival, and 
from inexperience he will be induced perhaps to stand by them 

' Mr. Chmrlet bad expressed a ceisor to hii elder brother at Hyde 
wish, in a veiy kind wsy, to take Abbey. 
Mr. Fheipe*s leoond son as a rac- 



^.j. J Archdeacon Phdps. 

^06 p,it I would by all meaaa advise- him to gefc 

. ^^l,,y>l-tito^ ^ ^ ^^^ ^j^^ transitiona from that great heat 

^^* ^ «.>m<' *^*^* ^ril^ ^ exjKMed to will bejond a doubt 
^"''^ \^^\,\ h^ ^"1^ ^ th^5 do in many little boys every year. 
^ ," Ir, 0^^'^'^"^'*'* ^iioh woi^ companions at Hyde Abbey than 
^"*^\ v^''"'''^ L^ njt he will hardlj ever take a regular walk, 
r^hc^ ^^^ comfort, run about and play merrily 






"^'•'"^ nluC! 



V > 



c, ^" ^*' ^^ I hoiH? to write to him very shortly after his 

^j ^^'b*'^^ ' ^ j^„^j)iYg his now associates, I would have him 
I V t'^^ ^* ..j.^ ^^ honest man as he is; and consider that if 

^ '^ '^*'^' ^m^N >^ ^** exactly so with me and has been 
^ ""^''' n th<* 9c\\(yo\\ but that soon will wear away with 



N^\ «» 



^\ ^ * (h w^ ^^^* Richards will probably put him a few 
' ' *^ ^^ * 1 i\t» tx) l"« grammar, and he may be perfectly cool 
,.>»>vt«^' ^^^^^ Y^^ l^jjjj £pg^ consider, and if he finds he 

... '"'^> '^ ^.^ i^ini spoak out loud and boldly, for that will be the 

^ ,„vi*vt. ^^^^ ^jf pleasing his good master; and if he finds he 

•' ^-^ '^'' ' ri\t> a roply to the question, he has nothing at all to 

- ' * ^1 ^^j; so that he may be very comfortable and not afraid 

^ *"" '^ ^ »riiat cheerful and open manner will also immediately 

* * \x\X him to my good friend Mr. Zillwood and the other 

^^^ ,\« tor thoy are all delighted with a smiling countenance 

"^^ |,Mk of good nature without fear. He will, I am quite sure, 

* •,s^n nottloii and comfortable, and always be thankful to Provi- 

1 .rt»>* ^^^ ^^*"* putting him in the way to obtain the same education 

\ ( M\^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ most learned and illustrious men of our 

un.l Give my kindest love to him and tell him to be in good 

^>ui(H. I shall write to him a good long letter. 

Oivo my kindest love to my dear mother, with thanks for her 
l^(U«r. Tell her that for every tear she sheds on this occasion, J 
(rurtt she will reap abundance of joy in tracing the improvement 
of his health and his growth in stature and understanding. Tell 
aH my friends that I think of them. I am glad, sincerely glad, to 
hear that the gout has not extended itself, and my hearty prayer 
is that it may not. But it is our supreme comfort to know our- 
selves under the guidance of the Oreat and Holy One, who will so 
fiur fulfil our desires and petitions as may be most expedient for us. 
May He grant us in this world knowledge of His Truth. 
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Filleul was much pleased by your kind remembrance of him, 
and desired it should be returned with his hearty good wishes. 
Poor fellow ! he has a great burden upon his hands and head and 
won't be released of it for these five weeks, when his examina- 
tion will be over. I am very happily situated here ; most of my 
friends are returned, and Mr. Cornish my tutor and Mr. Bridges 
are remarkably kind. 

To HIS BROTHEB. 

Oxford, November 2nd, 1816. 

I received your letter this momiog, which gave me great 

pleasure, with the information of your being so comfortably settled 

at the place where I have spent so many happy hours, and where 

I trust I made considerable improvement 

You did well to put the best f&ce upon the matter when you 
first went into the halL I assure you I find it the best way to 
make myself perfectly easy and comfortable everywhere and upon 
every occasion; for I consider with myself that having done 
nothing to be ashamed of I have therefore nothing to be afraid of. 
This easy and honest freedom always carries with it an air of 
respect, it creates the esteem of the good towards us, and keeps at 
a distance all the bad whose company might otherwise lead us into 
error and make us miserable. Now as the best way to attain this 
is when we first make our entrance into any place, I should advise 
you by aU means to strive to make yourself master of it at once ; 
and, believe me, you will find it soon set you above many of the 
boys, as they have not the advantage of such advice; and it will 
give you great cons^uence in the school 

I think Mr. Richards was very kind in saying you were to attend 
only to As in prcBsenti and the Syntax as yet ; because it will be 
giving you a capital opportunity of outstripping many of the little 
chaps above you. Now do strive with all your might and main 
just these five weeks ; and while the little fellows are idling away 
their time and not knowing anything about it, you will be quietly 
getting before them with as much ease as Grey Marquis got in 
before all the other racers at the last Salisbury races. I can put 
you up to a secret which the rest are not aware of; that is^ dear 
as you go ; and read over your lesson attentively several times, 
even though you think you can say it already ; for it is not so 
much the saying of a lesson, but the remembering of it afterwards, 
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be much longer than the other letters — Somewhat in this way} 
Never scribble. Many foolish chaps think that when they go to 
learn Latin they have no more need to attend to their writing j 
and some weak-minded tom-noddies allow themselves to be laughed 
out of a good hand. 

With regard to laughing and teazing from the boys, that I had 
much more of when I went first than ever you will ; both for my 
backwardness in Latin and for my writing. But thought I to 
myself, " what is the laughing of these inconsiderate boys to me f 
For in a short time we shall part and never perhaps see each other 
again when we have left school. I may laugh at them by-and-by." 
One thing I would have you mind, namely, never to cry if you 
can help it. For there is nothing boys take so much advantage of 
as that, when they see a cry-baby. So I would resolve never to 
ahed a tear for any of the rubs I met with at school 

To Mb. R. T. p. Popk, T.C.D. 

Oxford, aC.a, November Uth^ 1816. 
.... I will proceed immediately to assure you of the 
sincere pleasure I feel repeated at the account of your second 
success at Trinity. Let me add it is a pleasure which I hope, nay, 
doubt not, that I shall feel oflen repeated again. Your prosperous 
beginning speaks well ^* Macte" dse, " Sic ihtr ad astraJ* If 
you were going into the Church, I should not be afraid to construe 
aetra the Trinity Fellowships. You give me pleasure in the 
account of your being reconciled to your native University and 
finding the report of its contempt for classics erroneous. I 
agree with you however in your opinions concerning the im- 
portance of science, and wish it were rather more attended to here. 
By your account I should conceive that you had found the happy 
mean between Oxford and Cambridge. I indeed read mathematics 
and logic here, but there is no proportion between the time 
devoted to them and to the classics. 

You desire to know something of my college. Thank Ood, I am 
very comfortably settled and would not exchange my college for 
any in the University ; though perhaps some of our men are rather 
too gay for me. Yet I have nothing to do with them. Our tutors 

1 These words are written in the the precept, 
Ma specimen to iUastrate 
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are most excellent^ one of them most exquisite ; it is the highest 
treat to hear him construe the Tragedians and quote parallel 
passages from Shakespeare, Milton, and the whole circle of British 
poets from memory. He is indeed a most elegant scholar, and no 
less sound.' We are worked prettj hard, our lectures being rather 
numerous. But so much the better. Business is a pleasure 
under tutors who excite so much interest towards it Since my 
entrance I have read (Edipus T3rrannus, Electra, Ajax, Aristotle's 
Ethics, four books of Herodotus, most of the speeches in Thucy- 
dides, Yiigil's Georgics. I am now reading Tacitus, and am 
about to read .^Sschylus. 

I have heard from Robinson several times, and cannot exactly 
discover what he is doing with George. His reading he tells me is 
omnigenous. As he is going to be a limb of the law, he conceives 
his classical attainments to be sufficient and therefore is bent on 
general reading and skips about from parterre to parterre, culling 
as he goes. 

I caUed at Winchester before I came up this term and saw your 
brother, Erowd, &c. Much as usual. I have a brother among 
them now. Remember me to the Beresfords if you have an 
opportunity. 

To AN AUNT. 

C.C.C., Oxford, November lith, 1816. 
The sudden and awful death of my much esteemed friend 
Mr. Mease has so affected me that I should not have written to- 
day, for fear of giving too melancholy a turn to my letter, if my 
mother had not expressed a desire of hearing soon how I am. My 

general health, I thank God, is very good 

It is a great happiness to me to hear that my dear father is 
continuing to improve in health, as he must do, being able to bear 



1 Brid^ and Comiih were the 
tutors, it will be remembered ; 
but we have met with no hint 
as to which of them is intended in 
this panegyric. Considering, how* 
ever, the circumstance that Mr. 
Bridges's scholarship was divided 
between mathematics and classics, 
while his colleague's tastes were con- 
centrated on the latter, we should 
infer that Mr. Cornish is the one 
meant; and Sir J. T. Coleridge, 



who knew both the men, permiti 
the writer to say that he feels no 
doubt of it. ** Cornish," he says, 
** would suit very well for the 
picture Mr. Phelps draws, allowing 
on the one hand for the necessary 
incompetency of a mere lad to pro- 
nounce on the scholarship of his 
tutor, and for the favourable dis- 
position of heart which such a man 
as Cornish was sure to excite in a 
warm-hearted enthuaiaatio pupiL" 
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the fatigues of Monday ; and out of so large a famUj, that all the 
rest are well is indeed a great blessing. But there is no blessing 
like that of being able to improve the seasons of health by re- 
deeming the time and employing the unimpaired faculties on proper 
objects; by searching the Scriptures and devoutly reading therein 
with a view to discover our personal interest in the Salvatiop of 
sinners " before they that look out of the windows be darkened/' 
and by an attentive hearing of the truths of the Gospel *< before 
the daughters of music are brought low/' 

Poor Mr. Mease gave me some very good advice in the last 
words he ever spoke to me. '^ Young man," said he, " consider 
Miat you are but a young man, and therefore not beyond the reach 
of temptation : keep a guard upon all your actions, and do nothing 
that you think you may ever have cause to be ashamed of."' It 
would indeed be very happy for us all if we could always act on 
this principle, and so conduct ourselves to-day as if to-morrow 
were to lay us in the ground : to live as we would wish to die. 
We often pray, with David, that Grod would let us know our end 
and the number of our days; and He chooses to answer this 
prayer by refei-ring us to common experience and shewing us that 
death is confined to no age or sex, but that it is possible that this 
night shall our souls be required of us. 

Sudden death, as it gives the unprepared no time for prepara- 
tion, but hurries them without the possibility of a change into the 
presence of an offended Ood, is one of those greater calamities 
which our Church has admitted into the Litany to be prayed 
against. ^* From battle and murder and from sudden death, Qood 
Lord, deliver us." But in using this prayer we do but mock Ood 
if we are not at the same time endeavouring to prejiare ourselves 
to meet it in case it should be His good pleasure to bring it upon 
us j if we are setting our affections and laying up our treasures 
anywhere else than in heaven. In a word, a Christian is prepared 
for any dispensation of Providence by being dead to the world, 
that is, giving it no more of his thoughts and affections than is 
absolutely necessary, and making religion his first concern, and 
ing business come after. And that we are expected to be 



' This kind-hearted man had long many Wilton neighbours to pursue 
been intimate with the Phelps that midnight search for the lost 
family. He was foremost of the child spoken of at page 6. 
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dead to the world and sin ia clear from our being reqnired to 
renounce the world's vanities at our baptism ; also from Romans 
yi, 11, and Cblossians iii, 3. And much is implied in that brief 
description of His tnie followers which our blessed Lord Himself 
gives in Matthew xvi, 24 

P.S. — ^You will be pleased to hear that my dear friend Filleul 
this morning passed his public examination, to the great pleasure 
of his friends and credit of himself. He will now immediately 
be ordained. 

I had a fine long letter from John this morning. He seems to 
have taken root at Winchester most surprisingly welL No one 
could write in better spirits. 

From Mb. Fbbdebick Robikson. 

Leedi^ November 25^, 1816. 
I have to thank you for a very miraculous phenomenon, 
even for your vouchsafing to answer my scrawl within two days 
after its receipt .... 

Your literary labours appear to have been very formidable. 
The proportion between us appears as one to four. You ask 
respecting my performances — ^more from compliment than from a 
desire of intelligence. I have merely read the Septem eorUra 
Thebaa of JS^hylus, three books of the Ilias; the Edoguea of 
YirgU, the fourth Oeorgie^ Nugent's Primitivee, Horace's Odea\ 
Oicero De Seneetuie and De AmieUia — and no more. What I have 
attempted I have performed very accurately. But during the last 
six weeks I have confined myself almost entirely to Gibbon's 
History of Rome, which I find very interesting, acute — and 

insidious. Mr. ' has offended the electors much, and is still 

tottering in his cathedra, from what they call excessive severity; 
though he is quite a lamb when compared with the Bumabys, 
Stanleys, Cockaynes, Zill woods, and Richardses. George's school 
thrives. He does not appear very likely to remain ' at Leeds for 
any length of time — ^from the supposed inconsistency of the clerical 
and pedagogical professions. I partly agree with him. No doubt 
superior minds, like that of Milner,' may mflinfcRin both characters 

> An under matter in the Leeds Orammar-School : brother of Isaao 

Orammar School Milner, Deaa of Carlisle. Pied 

• He left in Augnst. 1818. 1797. 

* Joseph Milner, master of Hull 
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wifch equal proprietj. Bat in general I think the noise, bustle, 
and constant occupation of a pedagogue are bj no means favourable 
to that study and active labour which becomes a parochial minister. 
In the most absolute retirement it is no easy task to wean the mind 
from earthly trifles. 

Respecting Matthew vii. 14, and John iii. 3, I need hardly 
assure you that I should not hesitate to communicate my thoughts 
on that or any other subject to one by whom they will, I am confi- 
dent, be pardoned if erroneous, corrected if faulty, and concealed 
at any rate. I need hardly say that I am not a disciple of Dr. 
Mant, whose papistical publications endeavour to prove that 
regeneration rmtst attend Baptism, if properly administered, and 
cannot possibly be imparted by any other means, or at any other 
time whatever. ' How absurd ! Were such a proposition correct, 
I should at once and for ever despair of salvation. Whatever 
may be the case with Dr. Mant (a clever and a good man) I only 
know that Baptism did not change my affections or implant a love 
of holiness. At least the impression must have been very momen- 
tary. A much more decisive change than a more regular attendance 
on outward forms must take place, to justify the strong expression 
of Holy Scripture on the subject. A radical alteration must take 
place ; as strong a change as if a negro became white or a tiger 
became gentle as a lamb. Such a work can no more be attributed 

' Dr. Mant this year published ner of Cambridge too went so far as 
a "Sermon on Regeneration vindi- to consider Mant's sentiments on 
cated from the remarks of T. T. the subject in dispute as " Popish," 
Biddulph/' 12mo., Shrewsbury. and he communicated'some thoughts 
We must not wonder at Mr. Robin- about it to the Rev. J. Scott of 
ion's strong expressions. The me- Hull, the Commentator's son, who 
morable controversy upon baptism, embodied them in a reply which we 
which has descended to our own noticed at page 75. On other sub- 
day, was then arising, occasioned by jects Dr. Mant could express him- 
Hant*s Bampton Lecture on that self with a feeling that might well 
subject and its adoption (with some have prompted Mr. Phelps, on his 
inportant chuiges) oy the S.P.C.K. first oomins to Oxford, to write so 
A clear-headed man like Isaac Mil- warmly as he did. 

O Jesus, bountiful as strong to save, 

For mercy as for mishtiness adored : 
Oh, five me grace thy nealing power to crave ; 

" fi thou M willing, thou canst heal me, Lord." 
Thy pity ne*er a ruthless answer gave, 

ui lowly fervency of heart imp&red. 
Ke'er wilt thou spurn the sinner's contrite soul ; 
Ne*er see unmoved the tear of anguish roU ; 
Bat gradoos still reply, *' I will it, be thou whole." 

Bishop Mani, 
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,,. «»'*'^^r^ Vj^ttte either the wiJity, or the difficulty, or the 
^^ht«. ^ JJritoality and nniverBality of roch a change, can 
nfff^i^ ^ l!!Xa8 a dear evidence that the disputer is ignorant 
^^ ^ *''^!ll^ But alas 1 to acknowledge the feet ia not to 
^f unoh * *^*^^ May the S[)irit of God gradually perfect 
^pprM«K^ ^'^ ^ j^. 1^ in u8 this invisible operation ! May 
^m«i^ ^ **^^' . , _j to know, love to desire, and courage to pursue 

f)^ ?*rM' »» ^ ^ mention Matthew vii. 14. I shall consign 
1 )f^\^ *\^tter pen, trusting and hoping soon to hear from you. 

To H. T. P. Pope, Esq. 

Wilton, January 20thj 1817. 

little leisuw as I have for epistolizing just at present, I 

K 1 > noticing your last kind letter and offering you my sin- 

^'^'^ K »h late, congratulations at your thickening honours in 

'^^'^^ ^ VrtM know the epicrram which ends thus — 
^\s:k^ 1 ou *" 

«< When you played Hamlet, Sir, I played the cock.'* 

. I assure you I feel, no less than the poor player did when he 

^i rnddtevod, Chirrick, what a satis&ction it is to have been 

^ ^1 the same pursuits with those who afterwards distinguish 

)M4iiHelves in the world, however inconsiderable a part oneself 

^ij^y have taken at the time 

X have a great desire of knowing the plans of study adopted in 
other universities, and am persuaded that much useful information 
might be obtained, and much encouragement imparted by a oorrea- 
pondence of this nature. I should wish to know what you think 
of reading periodical publications, and which you are in the habit 
of seeing. Oeorge recommended me the Clasaieal Jaumalj ' which 
I have taken in ever since I went to Oxford. I really find it very 
useful, as it contains much interesting intelligence and is admirably 
calculated to awaken that curiosity and excite that interest which 
is the life and soul of reading. 

I don*t know how you do in Ireland, but I hear of little else 
here but complaints and outcries against the times, I suppose the 

I Commenoed March, 1810, and by Tinngman, 
ended December, 1825. Published 
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oonntry in geaeral was never in a state of greater distress than it 
is at the present moment. ^' Reform ** is all the cry : and bad 
enough I believe it is wanted. Bat I believe the inflammatory 
harangues of those seditious demagogues^ who are now so busy only 
aggravate distress. 



Fbom F. BoBivsoK, Esq. 

Bssex Street, January 27th, 1817. 
My arrival here took place on the 27th in company with 
Qeorge Richards. After consuming the first fortnight in seeing 
and being seen, I commenced precisely one fortnight ago an occu- 
pation which, considered qtuUenua an occupation, I would not 
willingly cultivate one fortnight longer. For the next two years ' 
however I am destined to learn the rudiments and grammar of the 
law in a lax^ bustling noisy office of an attorney in the city. 

Qeorge Richards returned to Leeds on Thursday ; and I own, 
however gothic and barbarous such a readiness to desert that 
bewitching creature " Home *' may appear, that I envied him. I 
believe that I shall never again spend twelve months so happily. 
Never knew I a man, save only the immediate members of my 
family, whom I so much regretted to leave. Nay, as a friend I 
would and did feel much less difficulty in communicating my senti- 
ments to him than to my own household. Friendship like health 
is a blessing whose value we can only sufficiently know and esteem 
in its absence. Not that I mean arrogantly to call my veneration 
and esteem for Qeorge Richards by the familiar and reciprocal 
appellation of friendship. I hope I may be enabled one day to 
testify my gratitude where I can never bestow a requital. 

Since I have been here I have attended Daniel Wilson, and I 
will not attempt by any panegyric of mine '' laudes culp& deterere 
ingenL" The swarms of people who flock to hear him are immense. 
I have never found a decent seat. * His preaching is so amazingly 



1 Orator Hmit^ a Wiltshire man, one of his suooenors in the chapel, 

forinBtMioe,andSirFnuiciflBurdett. informs ns how it was he came to 

Cobbelt was at this time in America. exeroiae such inflnence over men of 

' He remained three. The office Mr. Robinson's stamp : — " Let me 



was in Fenoburob Street. most affectionately remind you, my 

* Daniel Wilson himself in a let- most tmly beloved Dealtry, how 

ter (Marob, 1849» from CalcutU) to Bir. OeoQ for twenty-eight yesrs^ 
l2 
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energetic that I think very many must be awakened, or rather 
elicited — for his words are more winning than terrifying. I trust 
and hope that bj God's blessing his words may be efficacious in 
preventing me from entirely sinking into that listlessness about 
spiritual things which in the midst of so many temptations I can 
scarcely avoid. How many crops have been ruined by the intrusive 
thorn, and how much more easily do we relapse into pristine 
forgetfulness than we stimulate ourselves to watchfulness ! My 
dear Phelps, let me at least have the benefit of your remembrances. 

Tours affectionately, 

Fbederick Robinsok. 
P.S. — I saw Bingham the other day. He dined here on Thurs- 
day. I am glad that Pope has again been successful. Remember 
me most kindly to him. 

To R. T. P. PoPB, Esq. 

Oxjard, March 25th, 1817. 
You should not have waited so long for my sincerest 
congratulations on your victory at Trinity, if the pleasing para- 
graph in the Irish paper which I suppose you sent me had not 
altogether escaped my notice. Why, Pope ! at college a little 
more than a year, and if I mistake not, you have gained two if 
not three of the minor prixes, and now are at last the author of a 
Prize Poem. Why, man! you will indeed make all your quon- 
dam schoolfellows hide their diminished heads. But I must 
forbear, for if I were to express all my feelings I should certainly 
make you vain^ if that were possible. I am delighted to think of 
any fi^esh honours accruing to Hyde Abbey; this very circum- 



•ad I for sixteen, got on at St. 
John's : — 
1. — It was by steady and diligent 

preparation. 
2.— Hard study. 
3. — Texts chosen on Sunday night 

and sermons begun on 

Monday morning. 
4. — ^Matter collected from all our 

great authors during the 

early days of the week. 
5. — Sermons fmished on Friday. 
6. — Saturday left for refreshment 

of the body by country air. 



7. — Saturday-nights asiurances 
obtained by meditation and 
prayer on the preparation 
made for the following 
day. An inmiense congre- 

fation of acute lawyers, and 
uay curious merchants, 
amounting to nearly two 
thousand, can only be kept 
together, as a means under 
God, by such a course of 
soUd well-digested food, 
carefully prepared." 
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stance may, and I hope and trust will, contribute greatly to stay 
the downward tide of its fortunes (for alas ! I must now call 
them '' downward "), and I am sure that your regard for those 
•' seats of your youth " will make you deservedly proud and happy 
in being instrumental in raising them from oblivion and recom- 
mending them to many. 

Ton know, I dare say, of poor Payne's death. It is very satis- 
factory to reflect that we have been made instruments (however 
humble) of alleviating some of the sorrows of that unfortunate 
man, and were in some measure enabled to smooth the bed of 
death.^ 

We shall have noticed in some of the letters to and from 
Mr. Phelps, since his coming to Oxford, indications of an 
increasing hold which spiritual religion was obtaining on 
his mind. But with a shjoiess and restraint natural to him 
when he was not certain of a sympathetic response, there 
had been as yet no full and free flow of his heart upon 
this subject; until it happened one morning that he was 
surprised by a letter from the best loved of his old school- 
fellows, in answer to the foregoing, which announced that 
he in distant Ireland had discovered and become possessed 
of the Pearl of Price. This letter from Mr. Pope does not 
exist, but Mr. Phelps's reply, which was penned immediately, 
revealing his spiritual history during the previous year of 
his Oxford life, now lies before us, and our readers will feel 
with us that it is by far the most interesting of any that 
have yet occurred in these pages. 

To R. T. P. Pope, Esq., Dubun. 

C.C.C., Oxford, April Zrd, 1817. 
Yours of the 3l8t ult. reached me thb morning. You 

desire some account of my proceedings and studies. 

[here follows the account]. 

But, my dear Pope, I can keep myself from the subject no 
longer. Much was I delighted with the account of your gaining 
the prize, and so I expressed myself in a letter addressed to you 
at Cork on the 25th of last month. But never never could I 

1 See page 34. 
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have been delighted by hearing of your obtaining ten thousand 
human honoors, as I was hj your letter of this morning. It told 
me you had gained a prize indeed. It told me you were, what I 
humbly trust, through my Redeemer's blood, I am, a monument 
of Divine grace and mercy, '^ no more a stranger and foreigner 
but a fellow-citizen with the saints and of the household of GkxL" 

How unsearchable are His judgments and His wbjs past finding 
out ! Which of us could have thought, when we were linked 
together by the bonds of friendship at Hyde Abbey, that our 
heavenly Father purposed (and such I trust we shall find His 
will to have been) in His good appointed time, to link us together 
in bonds indissoluble on earth, which will survive the grave and 
unite us stUl in heaven, — ^the bonds of mutual love and gratitude 
to Jesus, whose gift unspeakable of the Holy Spirit witnesseth 
with our spirits tliat we have an interest in that perfect 
righteousness and those exquisite sufferings which alone can 
rescue sinners from the power of Satan xmto Qod, which alone 
can justify us in the sight of Qod, atone for our sins, and clothe 
us in the Wedding Garment) 

My experience bears a striking resemblance to yours. When I 
entered Oxford I knew nothing of the grace of God and the gift 
by grace. I had not a thought of the " Washing of regeneration 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost,** for I was not convinced 
that ** Except a man be bom again he cannot see the Kingdom of 
Gk>d.*' I did not care to fly from the wrath to oome ; for resting 
on my own righteousness I thought I had built my house on a 
rock, nor once dreamt that wrath might be reserved for me. In 
a word, though from motives of self-pride and economy I abstained 
from grievously immoral indulgences, I was notwithstanding 
living without God in the world. But oh, the depths and riches 
of His grace ! He was planning my eternal good though I 
neglected it 'myself. 

There was a man of Pembroke College with whom I had been 
very intimate seven years before, but whose acquaintance with me 
had entirely dropped since then. It is needless to observe that 
when first we were acquainted neither of us knew the truth as it 
is in Jesus. But in the meantime the Day Star had dawned in 
his hearty and for three or four years his conversation had been in 
heaven. He has just left the university, and is now employed as 
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A preacher in the Lord's vineyard ; and oh, how dear will his 
remembrance ever be to me ! Such I doubt not are your feelings 
towards your dear instructor. And I assure you that though I do 
not know him, most sincerely do I love him, considering him as 
the instrument under the direction and blessing of the Lord of life, 
of bringing you to the knowledge of the light. 

Since that time I have been introduced to religious friends in 
the University and have been brought on from strength to strength ; 
and I trust that by Divine grace preventing me I shall go on 
conqnering and to conquer, for ' Help is laid on one that is mighty.' 
I pray that He who has imparted to us the knowledge of divine 
things will strengthen each of us with might in the inner man, 
and fit us for the constant struggle we are to expect here. May 
He give us a lively faith, make us humble, tender of conscience, 
sober, and vigilant ^' Without me/' said He who saves us, '' ye 
oan do nothing." Oh, may we be fully sensible of it and never 
lean upon an arm oi flesh. 

As is the case with you, my first anxiety upon knowing the glad 
tidings is to impart them to my parents and all those most dear to 
me. And I trust that though the progress of life in them is not 
so rapid as my love for them would have, yet God is pleased to use 
me as a humble instrument towards the soul's wi^lfare of many of 
them. We are not to forget that the work is entirely of the Lord. 
Our duty is laid down in Ecciesiastes xL 5; and may He who alone 
is able make our light to shine before all men, and more especially 
before those for whose salvation we are most concerned, to His 
own glory. I find with you that a residence at the University is 
best calculated for advance in true piety. There are many things 
occurring to us in the vacations which would tempt us from the line 
of daty. But He is gracious, who will not suffer us to be tempted 
beyond what we are able to bear, but will with the temptation 
also make a way for us to escape. And oh, my dear Pope, what 
abundant cause have we to cast all our care upon Him 1 His past 
conduct to us and every page of His word assure us that He careth 
for OS. I am persuaded that a firm and decided conduct in the 
vacations is most likely to be of service in awakening our parents. 
God's word has advice to give us under every circumstance ; and if 
we study and obey it our behaviour will be accordant with the 
will of God (which we are ever to consider our first duty) and it 
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viU W so circamapect as to command the respect, though it maj 
ft^^ al first meet with the approbation, of our dearest friends, 
Wbteft this is the case, we have gained a great point towards making 
lh<>iK athnntive to our exhortations on the subject 

I have so much to saj on this point to you, and mj feelings are 
si> overpowered at the thought of our Lord's boundless love towards 
%»„ that I must defer saying all I could wish till another time. 
Pin\Y write to me very soon. Let us both pray that this corres- 
)K>ni)«noe may be blessed, not only to our own souls but also to 
ihvVM^ of others, I could say much to uige your going into the 
Ohuivh, Consider what a lack there is of serious clergymen. 
l\xu«id«ar what thousands of immortal beings are deprived of the 
•iiUH^re milk of the gospel. Consider what superior opportunities 
y%vu will have of doing good to your relatives as well as your fellow, 
v^n^aiures in general. 

Uut adieu I Let us both remember that if we would be Christ's 
\liiKn|JtM we must deny ourselves^ take up our eroea and follow FTiiw. 
M^y He enable us to do so. To His guardian care do I commend 
y\ni« From your most affectionate fiiend and brother in Christ 

W. W. PHELP& 

l^jum this letter we will indulge ourselves with a few 
i>uuivrkH. To see tho Saviour of mankind in plain outline, 
tUiHMigh tho diHiiipation of clouds in which our ignorance 
\\^k\ iHUiooivod Him, is a dawning of the Day-star, the rising 
of tlui Sun. To understand the Cross, the Resurrection, and 
tho Lifo, of tho Son of God, in a relation to our individual 
Mo\il novor hitherto suspected by us, though baptised into 
iviid mlliHl aflor His Name, is indeed enough to make us 
Mitiiiuoil uf all former ignorance, to look back on our past 
nut VON only with pity, and to deem every advance we 
aiH^imul to have made only as nothing at alL 

Wo eaimot however assure ourselves that Mr. Phelps 
III IIiIm lutti'r does perfect justice to his earlier day^. If 
wt» (H)uKl, wo should have to retract our estimate of the 
iimtoriab on which we based the early portraiture we 
Kavd of him at home and at school. Where a grand crisis 
anil a now i>oiiit of departure have intervened in the 
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path of our mental history, how hard it is to adjust our 
view of the past in relation to the present with absolute 
fiumess ! How naturally do we misjudge and mis-state 
the old, while under the strong light of a new and over- 
powering experience ! However much behind-hand he had 
been in true enlightenment, to affirm that the piety of his 
earlier years was entirely of a spurious character and such 
as could never have been owned of God, is more than 
we dare. We will not indeed altogether dispute those 
expressions in his letter which attribute his previous high 
tone of moral virtue to the suggestions of pride, prudence, 
and economy, since we are aware how many various 
motives mix themselves up in our composite nature, how 
many springs contribute their riUs to the stream of our 
moral life. But to say that such motives were the main 
source of the pure and virtuous walk which we have been 
tracing with so much interest, was an unjust self-accusation. 
He had detected (as who may not detect for himself ?) the 
presence of the artificial and the himian among the props 
of his moral life, and these he at once assumed to have been 
its foundation and its ground-work. He would not have 
judged another like this. Considering how difficult self- 
analysis is under any circumstances; and that when the 
truer light bursts on one with a kind of surprise, he 
naturaUy remembers little but the state in which the 
awakening found him, and nothing of the remote ex- 
perience of past unrecorded years ; he should pause before 
attributing to an unholy source what may really be the 
beginnings of a true, though imperfect and rudimentary, 
spiritual life. It is at least something, to have been in 
any degree faithful to conscience ; and this may be, through 
Qod's secret aid, long ere the full light shines, and while the 
power of His grace is only experienced feebly and fitfully, 
like Mr. Phelps, Henry Venn on one impressive occasion 
remembered only days of "vanity and ignorance'' at Jesus 
College ; but for all that, there were moments of his life 
when he thankfully recalled his evening walks in Trinity 
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doisters Ustening to the bell of St. Maay's^ and romembered 
AS a link in his salvation that impulse of conscience which 
made him throw down the cricket-bat simply because "Well 
struck, parson!" woidd be a discreditable compliment to 
the cloth he was about to assume.^ Many will recognise, we 
cannot but think, an interesting and by no means unpractical 
line of thought suggested by these remarks, in dealing not 
only with themselves but with others Ukewise ; and such we 
would recommend to reflect on another fact which they must 
have noticed, that as we advance, and as our views of the 
interior of our being become more searching, as taken 
from a higher stand-point, we less and less tolerate our 
past, let it have been what it may. We find Mr. Phelps, 
for example, true to the spiritual nature, even five years 
after this, while under the awful light of eternity, looking 
back upon the stage which now commences^ and review- 
ing it only " with horror."' 

The person who, under Qod, brought such a blessing to 
his life was Philip Filleul, a native of Jersey, formerly of 
Wilton school, for Mr. John Phelps had a good pupil-con« 
nection with that island. Filleul left Wilton to study 
classics in preparation for college and Holy Orders, and 
proceeded to Oxford some considerable time before Mr. 
Phelps, and there obtained one of the Jersey scholarships 
at Pembroke College. He was approaching the end of his 
course when Mr. Phelps came up to Corpus, and then, as 
we have seen by plenty of intimations, the old acquaintance 
of their boyhood was renewed. Mr. Filleul passed for his 
degree November 14th, 1816, and was shortly afterwards 
ordained to a curacy in Quemsey. He subsequently became 
rector of St. Aubyn's in Jersey, and is now rector of St. 
Heller's in the same island. 

Through him Mr. Phelps was introduced to other under- 
graduates, like-minded ; and in particular to John Hunter 
of Magdalen College, the son of a London merchant, more 

1 See life of Venn, pp. 12 — 14, t See hereafter a letter of No?eai- 

347. ber 24th, 1921. 
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than a year junior to Fillenl in the tauTersity ; and to 
Heniy Baker Tristram, son of a Lincohishire clergyman^ 
student of Christ Church, and junior in standing to Hunter.^ 
With these three Mr. Phelps's intimacy was very dose, 
and it was kept up by an affectionate correspondence in 
after years. Besides these, there were William Qilbee of 
Worcester College, who left Oxford about the same time 
as Filleul; Robert Monro, a postmaster of Merton, who took 
his B JL d^ree rather before Mr. Phelps ; and Frederick 
Quarrington of Pembroke, who took his about a year after. 
These friends were accustomed to meet weekly at each other's 
rooms for prayer and the study of Holy Scripture ; the 
recollection of which seasons never failed in after life to 
draw them closer together in bonds of brotherly affection. 
" In a distant land," wrote Mr. Hunter in 1818, '' I shall not 
be unmindful of Thursday evenings. I know not what I 
may already have owed, nor what I may yet owe, for prayer 
on my behalf offered on that night." We shall meet them 
all often in these pages. And here it will be interesting 
to enquire a little into the religious influence prevailing 
at Oxford at that period in higher quarters. What amount 
of guidance and sympathy were junior gownsmen with 
Christian aspirations likely to find among the more influen- 
tial members of the university ? 
Evuigelical doctrine was by no means unknown in the 



1 HewMthe voimgMtBonof the 
Bev. Thomu Trittrain, Vicar of 
Oranthain, bom September 9th, 
1796 jnst two years earlier than Mr. 
Phelpe. In 1813, being then at the 
Cbarterhonie and soon about to 
leave for Oxford, he went to Wool- 
wich on a visit to his elder brother a 
pious artillerv officer. Some memo- 
rials of him drawn up by his friend 
Mr. Hunter relate how a conversa- 
tion on religion with this brother 
and a fellow officer then on duty 
with him, Captain Maitland (af ter- 
wsjrds minister of St. James's 
Chapel, Brixton) filled him with 
nMDtmenl^ oat aoon afterwaids a 



visit to "dear John Simona" (aa 
the artillery officer oalled him) of 
Paul's Cray near Woolwich decided 
him for Qirist. Speaking of his 
life at Oxford, Mr. Hunter says 
that Tristram was never known to 
express a sense of having suffered 
any painful annoyances there on 
account of his strict Christian pro- 
fession, though he stood single and 
marked in the laraest College in the 
university. His friends were often 
reminded of Milton's Abdiel when 
they thou|[ht of his isola t ed situa- 
tion and witnessed his boldness and 
fidelity in it. 
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pulpits of Oxford any more than evangelical spirituality was 
in college rooms; and it was exhibited with earnestness, 
with zeal, and with much intellectual respectability. But 
we are unable to assert that it reared itself in front of the 
academic world in any very conspicuous character ; or that 
it was associated with any name of special eminence. In 
this respect Oxford was considerably behind the sister 
university. Mr. Simeon, whose ministry extended from 1782 
to 1836, was in the zenith of his usefrilness at Cambridge 
during Mr. Phelps's college life at Oxford ; while Dr. Isaac 
Milner, until his death in 1820, contributed to the evan- 
gelical cause on the Cam all the credit which belonged to 
prodigious mental powers (unsurpassed in or out of either 
university) and an unapproachable academic supremacy. 
And these leaders were seconded by men of uncompromis- 
ing character like Farish and Joseph Jowett from the 
professorial body. 

Two men at Oxford very nearly filled up between them 
the space of time occupied by the Cambridge ministry 
of Mr. Simeon; Isaac Crouch of St. Edmtmd Hall, and 
John Natt of St. John's College. The former, at first tutor, 
then Vice-Principal, of his Hall, officiated at St. Martin's 
Church (usually called Carfax) as one of the city lecturers. 
The author of some recent fersoiwl" Recollections**^ des- 
cribes him thus — " Mr. Crouch was a truly pious Christian 
and an earnest preacher. His delivery was not very musical, 
but was expressive of thorough earnestness and suggestive 
of a Paul-like eloquence. His sermons were always at least 
an hour in length, and as a consequence he was not very 
popular in a one-o'clock dining parish. He was always 
however listened to with great respect, and even at St. 
Mary's (though he and his party were quite a minority in the 
university) his sermons gradually commanded more atten- 

1 Cox*s RteoQeetiom of Oxford, Leicester, to the Rectory of which 

1S6S. On quitting Oxford in the he had been presented in 1814. 

Biunmer of 1820, Mr CYouch went He died, October 30th, 1835, afpod 

to reside »t N*rboroagh, near 79, and was buried in the chanoeL 
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tion and an increasing audience ; so that eventually, when 
preferment elsewhere took him firom Oxford, his loss was 
for some time felt and acknowledged." Among his pupils 
were Dr. William Marsh and Bishop Daniel Wilson, at the 
end of the last century. 

Mr. Natt from 1809 to 1828 was Vicar of St. Giles's, a 
parish church in the patronage of his college. He was 
bom July 6th, 1778, and was prepared for Oxford at 
Merchant Taylor's school. An interesting letter of his, 
dated January 14th, 1802, not long before his ordination, 
relates the history of his cordial adhesion, much against 
his mtural grain, to evangeUcal doctrine. He became 
fellow and tutor of his college, but retired from the tutor- 
ship on being appointed to St. Giles's. This vicarage he 
resigned in 1828, and two years afterwards took that of 
St. Sepulchre in London, another college living, where he 
died February 12th, 1843.* Bishop Daniel Wilson, who 
became acquainted with him at Oxford, where they were 
contemporaries, preached a funeral sermon in his memory 
at Calcutta, in the course of which he says, — " The mental 
endowments of Mr. Natt were of a high order. He had 
great strength of understanding, perspicuity in discerning 
the true point of a question, extraordinary soundness of 
judgment, considerable force of reasoning, extreme caution 
and deUberation in arriving at conclusions, and an indepen- 
dence of the influence of names and parties. His talents 
were not however brilliant or striking, nor quickly appre- 
ciated, except by his intimate friends, in consequence of a 
retiring silent cast of natural disposition, which rendered 
him at all times a thoughtful, meditative person, and which 
was often increased, by a very indiflerent state of health, 
to a dejection of natural spirits which almost unfitted him 

* He was author of "Sennona who liad the engraTiiig ezeonted at 

preached in the Parish Church of St Calcutta. After Bir. Natt's death 

Sepulchre's, London." Hatchard, there was published a volume of 

1841. This volume contains a por- "Posthumous Sermons, with a brief 

trait from an original painting in Prefatory Memoir." Hatchard, 

possession of Bishop Daniel Wilson, 1855. 
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for public exertion and effort. The firm stand he made at 
Oxford for twenty or thirty years after he came to the 
knowledge of the truth was admirable, and was entirely 
contrary to his natural tendencies. The bold excellent 
sermons he delivered, his commanding influence on the 
students who attended his ministiy, the decision he dis- 
played at the time of the fonnation of the Oxford Bible 
Society/ and on other great occasions, the countenance he 
afforded to the despised and rejected, the decided advice he 
gave in private to those who consulted him, the dear and 
able defence of the gospel which he constantly maintained, 
his unbending consistency of character; these were so many 
triumphs of principle over feeling which none can judge 
of but those who knew what my friend was and what 
Oxford was forty or fifty years since." 

Mr. Natt left a manuscript journal 'of the St. Giles's 
services; and this document, although for the most part 
only a dry record, yet from occasional remarks and from 
casual notices of the ministry of his brethren familiarises 
the reader not a little with the pulpit and religious life of 
Oxford during those years. His own sermons are recorded 
with occasional self-criticism, and we always are told what 
assistance he derived in their preparation ; he notes his early 
efforts and successes at preaching extempore, with his faults 
and failures. The length of his sermons was between forty 
and fifty minutes. From the almost invariable enumeration, 
at every sermon, of two or three divines whose works 
" assisted '* him, the reader certainly gathers that Mr. Natt's 
discourses, well studied and sound no doubt, must have 



iTbifl ooonmd in JqIt, 1813. 
8imeon*8 life oontami a letter (July 
leth) giving m farief but lively aooount 
ol the event, which wm broaght 
about chiefly by Simeon hinuelf. 
He only mentioBt the nama of Mr. 
Wikon among the Oxford promo- 



*Thia waa bequeathed by BCr. 
Nalt^ besdea a anmber of hia aer- 
mona, a laige Bible with manuaoript 



marginalia, two bound ▼olumea of 
hia own notea on the Psalma and 
other portioua of the Old Teetament, 
minutely and beauttfullv written, 
to the Rev. John Ball, who waa for 
aome time hia curate at Oxford. 
After Mr. fiaU's death in 1866 hia 
aiiter Mias Ball presented the whole 
to Archdeaoon Phelpe, in whoae 
toe loonal now 
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lacked originality and the freshness of aa individtial mind, 
and may have worn that cast of sameness and iteration 
which is sometimes attributed to modem evangelical 
preaching. Certainly we have one or two noticeable entries 
shewing that when he was induced to lay aside his diffidence 
and to leave Simeon's skeletons, Robinson and Leighton, 
Romaine and Tillotson, he was all the more interesting. 
'' 1819, November 21st, Mr. Matthews said that the con- 
gregation seemed this morning particularly attentive, and 
that he liked my sermon better than any which I have 
preached lately. I wrote it on my own plan and with less 
assistance than usual ; and when I had got some way on in 
it, I Eked it so little that I had some thoughts of not going 
on with it" " 1826, November 19th, I preached a sermon 
which I wrote with scarcely any assistance at all, being the 
first I have written for above three years and a half. Matt. 
viiL 28. The ease and energy with which I preached this 
sermon and the attention with which it was heard. Were the 
manifest effects of its being a new one." ^ 

Mr. Natt always records the size of his congregation and 
the presence or absence of the principal members of it, and 
most particularly does he notice the attendance of gowns- 
men. Sometimes he can only count two or three, but often 
" several," which may mean about a dozen. Twenty would 
be a ''considerable number." One entry has (April 24, 1814) 
''There was a large congregation — ^more gownsmen than 
usual; H. said he thought there might be thirty." Some- 
times he records a gownsman's name as present, and we 
recognise friends of Mr. Phelps's. Thus : — " A fine day and 
largish congregation: Mrs. Oglander, Hunter of Magdalen, 
there."* Tristram is frequently mentioned, as he assisted in 

> Uoder October 27th, 1822, he derive from it nearly lo muoh aedid 

writea :— " Luke x, 42. But one the celebrated Geoi|^ Whitefield, 

UMig is netd/uL Thia aermon ia who not only preached Doddridge'a 

rather ahorter than my aermona aermon verbatim, but it ia found 

naually are, and all the better in among hia printed aermona paUiahed 

oooaeanence. However mnchaaairt- aa hia own." 

anoe I might derive in writing thia ' December 29th, 1816l> 
aermon mm Doddridge, I did not 
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the school ; and on October 19th, 1817, we perceive Mr. 
Phelps's name : — " A fair congregation. Yeadon was there, 
and a gownsman or two besides: Mr. M. said that Mr. Phelps 
was in Dr. Macbride's late pew." We observed, some pages 
back, a reference in one of Mr. Phelps's letters to two sermons 
which Mr. Natt's manuscript enabled us to identify as having 
been preached by him at St. Giles's on October 13, 1816. 

But there were other eyes besides Mr. Natt's on these 
gownsmen, reminding us of the Bishop of Calcutta's 
observation about the Oxford of those days. Thus the 
journal records — ^"1813, December 5th. Some gownsmen, 
though I heard on Friday last that the young men of Oriel 
had been forbidden to attend either All Saints ' or St. Giles's 
Church." And under January 28th, 1816 (the commence- 
ment of Mr. Phelps's second term) '' M. heard that a Sunday 
morning lecture had been set up at Balliol to prevent the 
men coming to St. Giles's." At November 12th, 1815 (a 
fortnight after Mr. Phelps began his Oxford residence) — 
*' Tolerable congregations: some gownsmen. As we came 
out, the Warden of Wadham was walking towards the 
church, to see, doubtless, how many."' Perhaps it was a 



1 See p. 102. 

' Served by Mr. Yeftdon, who 
often ftMuted Mr. Natt 

* There h*d been still greater 
■eyeritT uaed half a century earlier. 
Sir Ricoard Hill witnessed instances 
of the Proctors coming into the 
church of St. Mary Magdalene 
while Dr. Thomas Haweis ^the 
curate was preaching, and clearing 
out all the gownsmen. The popular 
accusation of turning the gospel into 
antinomianism certunly could not 
have been reasonably made against 
Mr. Natt "Duties of masters," 
"Duties of husbands,** and sudi 
like, frequently occur amonj; his 
•ubjeoti. The following incidents 
noted in his journal indicate that he 
did not neglect the duty of probing 
the conscience. One Sunday (Oct 
IS, 1S12) two ladies were orerheard, 
coming out of church in the mom- 
in^tSking of the sermon : — *' He 
routed us lo-diaj," said one of them. 



"Aye, that he did,** replied the 
other. Similar remarks were also 
heard on the same occasion from 
two gentlemen, one of whom said 
"I think he had me in his eye.** 
The other replied—" Oh, I*m certain 
of it** Agam, on AprU 11, 1813, he 
was told how much o£fenoe his ser- 
mon of the preceding Sunday had 
given. He was preaching on the 
Commandments, and on that day it 
was the Eighth. He was charged 
with abusing the tradesmen of 
Oxford, and especially with mention- 
ing the prices charged to gownsmen, 
without considering how "long gen- 
tlemen of the University were 
without paying.*' The offended 
tradesman dedarad " he would not 
come to hear any more of the com- 
mandments,*' for according to that 
sermon " There was not an honest 
tradesman in Oxford.*' But the 
preacher had much to ur^ in 
of his plain-speakmg. 
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constant observation of this jealousy that had much to do 
with rendering this cautious preacher (whose sound judgment 
was so emphatically marked by Daniel Wilson) anxious 
always to build his discourses on great names. We will 
only further remark that Mr. Natt's diffidence and humility, 
always attributing a superior attraction to his brethren's 
ministry, led to several such entries as this one : — " Tolerable 
congregations, considering that Mr. Crouch preached at 
Carfax and Mr. Gibson at All Saints"^ Mr. Phelps had no 
personal acquaintance with Mr. Natt. 

Besides these in the town, there were one or two others 
serving country churches, but frequently preaching in Oxford 
for Mr. Natt or Mr. Crouch ; as Hugh Nicholas Pearson of 
St, John's College, who in 1807 had gained one of the 
celebrated Buchanan Prizes on the communication of the 
Gospel to India, and became in 1817 Buchanan's biographer. 
He served Sandford near Woodstock, and in the summer of 
1817 quitted Oxford altogether and commenced his ministty 



I Before quitting Mr. Natt» it 
may be interesting to notice a few 
more entries in nis journal. On 
July 26, 1812, he refers to William 
Marsh of Reading : — ''I was longer 
in preaching than I intended, fifty- 
five minutes. At last some people 
went out from the end of the church, 
fearing, I suppose, they should not 
be in time for Mr. Marsh's sermon, 
who preached this afternoon at 
Carfax. I afterwards heard Mr. 
Marshes sermon, or the principal 
part of it. It was on Regeneration 
— its necessity, its nature, and the 
means of attaining it." 

** 1814, May Ist, Budd talked 
respecting the formation of an 
Eclectic Society for Oxford." This 
was Henry Budd of London, who 
visited him more than once, and was 
here seeking to form at Oxford a 
Clerical Society similar to the well- 
known ' ' Eclectic " in London. 

In 1820 he several times mentions 
Mr. and Mrs. Dallas as among his 
congregation. This was a young 
K 



Peninsular oflScer now preparing for 
Holy Orders, and af terwanis so wcJl 
known in the Church : — "July, 9, 
Sunday, while I was taking my 
oold meat, Mr. Dallas called : ex- 
pressed himself glad to be under 
me : he had been three mornings at 
St. Giles's and much pleased with 
each sermon." "November lOth, 
Sunday. After church Mr. Dallas 
came up to me, spoke highly of my 
sermon, and mentioned that one of 
the gownsmen in mv pew was a very 
clever man, Mr. Coleridge of Balliol, 
clergyman of St. Sid well's, Exeter." 
.'* Christmas Day, Sacrament, youns 
Coleridge and the Dallases starred." 
This was James Duke Coleridge, 
brother of the Judge and of Edwiud 
Coleridge of Corpus. He removed 
from St. Sidwelt's to be Vicar of 
Thor^erton, not far from Exeter, 
where he died December 24, 1857. 
Amongst othef names he mentions 
at St. Giles's are those of Langston, 
Simcoe, and "young Wilberforoe." 
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five miles aouth-west of Wilton. It was through the 
Wilton family of Randall that he was introduced to this 
excellent man, whom he always if possihle made a point of 
visiting in his vacations, with whom he kept up a useful 
correspondence from Oxford, and to whose warm friendship 
he afterwards had recourse in some of the trying occasions 
of his life. 

Henceforth then we view our Oxonian in a more distinct 
light, as forming one of a Christian brotherhood, senior and 
junior, all building up one another in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ \ the juniors quitting the university one by one for 
the pastoral office, and writing back their varied experience 
to stimulate and encourage those that were to follow. Nor 
is it the least interesting view we get of our friend 
when corresponding with old Hyde-Abbeyans, some of 
whose lingering steps had need of being encouraged to 
greater dedsion. Sometimes the overflowing freshness and 
kindling warmth of his heart led him into granting, rather 
too much to the hopeful symptoms he observed in his more 
intimate and best loved friends, and into addressing them 
as being in full sympathy with him. Robinson, in one of 
his letters ^ as we must have noticed, had to check him for 
this in his own case. And it was indeed a good sign in this 
honest-minded fellow that he did not reject the imputation 
of piety as distasteful in itself but as something too good 
for him, at his slower pace, as yet conscientiously to adopt 



mo7ed to Raislip, or Buyslip, in 
Middlesex, a little west of Harrow. 
Raiftlip Church oontaim many 
monuments of them, and especially 
that of the famous defendress of 
Corfe Castle against the Parlia* 
mentarians, Mary Lady Bankes, 
wife of Lord Chief Justice Sir John 
Bankes and daughter of Ralph and 
Mary Uawtrey. The Hawtreys 
were long connected with Eton 
College, and gave it a provost. Dr. 
Edwud Craven Hawtrey, a cousin 
of Stephen Hnmard Hawtrey. The 

k2 



latter was bom in 1779, and in 
1798 was elected from £ton to a 
scholarship at King's College, Cam- 
bridge, where he took his B.A. 
degree in 1803. In 1813 he was 
presented by his College to the 
vicarase of Broadchalk, where he 
resided and laboured assiduously 
for fourteen years. He was also 
Registrar of Eton College. We 
shiul have occasion to speaL of him 
•gain further on. 
iSeepage9i. 
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for himself. This was all that the charge of "flatteiy" 
amounted to ; for in the common sense of that word, the 
practice of flattery was impossible to Mr. Phelps. It was 
an anxiety too for his dear friend's spiritual progress that led 
Viiin to desire that the subject of religious experience should 
form a more prominent and a stated feature in their corres- 
pondence ; but he by no means always sought to confine 
the interchange of thought in his letters to this topic. With 
some it was otherwise however, and especially with Mr. 
Pope, his intimacy with whom assumed, from its history 
and coincidences, a complexion wholly unlike that which 
he recognised probably towards any other friend whatever, 
and was more like brotherhood than friendship. Happy 
men, ail of them ! They were, at various points, in those 
worldly days, a very salt of the earth. 

To His MOTHXB. 

C.C.C., Good Friday, April ith, 1817. 
You desire a particular accoont of my proceedings here, 
which I will give you aa accurately as I can. I am not at all 
solitary, for almost all of my most intimate friends are remaining 
up with me ; indeed in some colleges they have no Easter hoUdays 
at alL What with this beautiful weather and my being at liberty 
to follow my own studies, you need not fear but that I am very 
comfortable. 

1 mentioned in my last that I should be employed upon lAtin 
verses. But a day or two after I wrote, a friend (who gave me 
his opinion on the subject last year) looking over the 1**^"g1iBh 
verses I had done, recommended me by all means to turn my 
whole attention to them ; and as I know my College will rather 
expect me to make the attempt, I have followed his advice and 
have been, and am now, solely engaged in that pursuit I find my 
mind so exercised and improved by it^ that I shall never, I trust, 
lament having so employed my time, though there are sixty 
chances to one against my succeeding, ... I should wish to 
have Prior's Poems sent^ if my father can spare themi 

My examination will be on or about the 8th of June. You 
need not make yourself at all uneasy about it ; for I assure you I 
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am not under any apprehension but what, if it please God, I shall 
pass it without any inconvenience whatever. We have no 
drinking laudanumy sitting up all night, and wrapping wet towda 
round the head. If you give the least heed to such absurd reports, 
I do assure you, my dear mother, you will give yourself a good 
deal of unnecessary anxiety. 

I received a letter from Pope yesterday. I had seen an account 
of his success at the Irish University in the papers. I was par- 
ticularly struck with the modest manner in which he expressed it 
to me. He 8bljs '' The board have been so kind as to adjudge me 
the Vice-Chancellor's Prize for Latin verse composition." I hope 
with all my 'heart his conduct and success will recommend Hyde 
Abbey to many. I can't bear to see it going down hill. I hope 
and pray that John will stem the torrent We ought all of us to 
incite him by every possible means; because tifere is not that strict 
discipline in the school now that there was when I went to it first; 
there is not that emulation excited; there are not so many rewards ; 
and boys of much greater energy than either John or myself 
naturally possess stand in need of all those little encouragements 
to spur them on. ... . 

This day we commemorate that stupendous instance of Divine 
love, the agonising and ignominious death upon the cross of the 
mighty Gk)d, the everlasting Father, without whom was nothing 
made that was made. How shall we escape if we neglect so great 
salvation 9 But if we do indeed embrace and ever hold fJEust the 
hope of life in Christ Jesus, what a blessed assurance have we that 
''He who spared not His own Son but delivered him up for 
us all, will with Him freely give us all things." Really when 
once we consider that all this is matter of fact, we are apt to 
be astonished at any boing so unwise as to employ nearly all 
their thoughts on the business of life, forgetting that '' one thing 
is needful," and that the Christian's conversation should be and 
must be in heaven. (See Philippians, iiL 20.) I would recom- 
mend all that chapter to your particular attention* ... St. 
Paul is stating what a moral life he led before his conversion; and 
declares that he counts that everything else that he formerly 
thought would gain him heaven to be but loss, for the knowledge 
of Christ Now this knowledge is something more than merely 
hwr?i?g His name and professing His religion. So Scripture tells 
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n ; ftiMl it al«> ttOa as dwt it (kkU be prax to tkon tlwt hnmblj 
■■d avBcstlj uk it. It it vrooght in ■• by tbe Spirit proniMd 
in Lake xi. 13. TWne »ad BU17 otlm paa^a io Holjr 8criptu« 
an «f tlie irtMort iHportaBfle to aa, thoagh we maj bftve nad t^ 
Bible • ksadivd timre aad not noticed tlwm. It is in ntin we 
nad nnkaa God opena oar ejta to ondentand, m w« iMf kaim 
' ftoa tbe aoeonnt of Fliilip and the Kuoch. Let oa, mj detx 
noAtr, direct oht aarioos and frequent attention to Scripture ; 
and wA only md, but meditate oa it, and pray whener^ we open 
it, aeoonlii^ to tbe floUect for the Mcood Sonday in AdroiL 

To A> Acar. 

CC.C^ (kefyrd, April lOO, 1817. 

.... The ranatla in yonr few linee gare me ranch 
pkMsnre. Indeed I cannot help feeling pleasure at the receipt of 
a few linee from jon, and particnlarlj as they hare any allonon to 
that subject which I think I have found the most truly interesting 
and instractiTB in my whole correspondence. There u a pleasing 
story told of an Italian bishop who derived much of hia hapfMnes 
from looking up to heaveii, with the reflection that "bis ohief 
business hen was to find how he conld get lien," And sndi I 
am oonrinced it the worthiest object of a^illhristian's oonaiileration 
indeed. When family distress or any other calamity comes upon 
ua, then we shall be sura to fly to religion for our refi^, became 
then we shall be ooBrinoed of the ntter impoosibility of our finding 
oonsolation elsewhere And bow much rather then onght we to 
devote our beet powers to the service of the God who bus 
redeemed us, when He has made our hearts light with joy and 
blessing and when our faculties are not impaired by grief I " Seek 
Him whilst He may be found" is advice often inculcated. We 
should seek Him to initruct us, by prayer. We shoald seek His 
will in His revealed Word. And we should seek His grace to 
enable ns to live according to His Word. We have every 
encouragement to seek; for it is said "Knock and it shaL be 
nto you." We are warned to be sober and vigilant, to 
d pray. In the Bible we have adrice suited to every 
nee ; and how diligent should we be in muking onrselvea 
d with those Scriptures which were expressly written 
learning, and which are " able to make us wise unto 
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To HIS FATHEB. 

G,G.a, April \eth,isn. 

I send jovL the production of my vacation, which 
(though it has cost me labour which I could not have calculated 
upon) I do not yet consider finished. I hope the lines will put 
off some of their roughnesses before the 5th of May, when they 
are to be sent in. I send them thus early in order that you may 
suggest any improvements that occur to you. " In the multitude 
of counsellors there is wisdom.'' The statue 'is called the ''Famese 
Hercules'' on account of its being preserved in the Famese 
Palace at Rome. You have a good representation and account of 
it in your Pantheon. 

The lines I have marked are the most unfinished. It would be . 
presumption in. me to expect success; but I am so convinced of 
the improvement I have found even in this attempt that I trust 
it will never give me reason to repent the time so spent I should 
not wish them to be seen. 

From ak old schoolfellow. 

April ISth, 1817. 
Every letter that you are so kind as to write to me fills 
me, I assure you, with the most lively gratitude to the Giver of 
all good things for having bestowed on me a friend to direct my 
feeble footsteps, a friend to comfort me in my afflictions whether 
real or imaginary, and to explain the truths of the Gospel in clear 
and perspicuous light to a mind perplexed, troubled, and yet not 
sufficiently capable of embracing, hearing or reading applyingly, 
the precepts of my blessed Saviour. I have in conformity with 
the rules laid down in your last letter begun a course of serious 
reading which I trust will confirm in me such good habits as will 
make me happy in this world and that to come. . . . 

Pray let me have no more of your suppositions that I shall 
tiiink you arrogant or dogmatic in being liberal of your advice. I 
trust that you cannot draw any such inferences from my letters. 
You declined in your last mentioning the Methodista Let me 
have your sentiments in your next. Do you ever hear any 
Winchester news) I have no correspondents there now. Pray 
write as soon as you conveniently can. I can hardly take my pen 
away from the pleasing employment of writing to you, but business 
forces ne to write Adieu 1 
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From another old schoolfellow. 

AUona, April 22nd, 1817. 
Many many thanks, my dearest friend, for your kind 
letter. Never before had I been in such need of consolation as at 
the time when I received it. I had just had a letter from my 
father in which he gave me the sorrowful account that my dearest 
brother, of whom you must so often have heard me speak, was 
dead. The effect this dreadful loss has had on my spirits can be 
more easily conceived* than expressed. I mourn not only a 
beloved brother, but a friend. Alas! it is indeed too true that we 
don't know half the value of Ihe gifts of Providence till we 
have lost them. But the Lord gave and the Lord has taken away, 
and it is our place to submit with resignation to His decrees. 

I am infinitely obliged to you for jour kind advice. How 
oould you for a moment think it would be tedious to me ? I am 
fully conscious of the truth of your assertion that religion is at 
once the most solid and exquisite happiness. Every succeeding 
day shews me the fallaciousness of aU human pleasures, and roots 
more firmly my belief that the loss of them will be compensated 
in the next world by everlasting ones. That we can never be too 
much on our guard, since death cometh like a thief in the nighty 
I am too well convinced of by my late unhappy loss. My brother 
was in the prime of youth and health, yet he is gone. I can 
write no more, my heart is too full. Adieu, my dearest Phelps. 
That health and happiness may always be your lot is the sincere 
prayer of your affectionate friend. 

From Rev. P. Filleul.' 

Forest Parsonage^ Ouemsey, April 29t^ 1819. 

It is long that you expect in vain to hear from me, and 

long also that I desire to entertain myself again with you in the 

best and the only way that I have now in my power. The 



1 Mr. Filleid was curate to the 
Rev. Thomas Brock, who (assisted 
likewise by the Rev. Mr. Mouraat) 
was rector of three contigaous 
parishes on the south-west coast 
of Ouemsey : — St. Bfargaret of 
the Forest, St Peter of the Wood, 
St. Philip of Torteval. Mr. Filleul 
resided at the parsonage house of 



the first of these three. He speaks 
of having recently established a 
branch of the Church Missionary 
Society in the island, in which they 
were firmly supported by another 
Clergyman, Mr. Guille, while the 
governing powers were very hostile. 
This curacy did not last long; in 
November we find him in Jersey. 
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pleaaing and refreshing hours which we have often spent together 
while diBcoursing on the sweet and inexhaustible theme of the 
divine love and goodness, and raising our meditations from earth 
and time to subjects of a heavenly and everlasting nature, are no 
longer to be enjoyed; though the remembrance of them even at 
this distance never fails to produce sensations of joy and gratitude. 
How gracious was it, my dear Phelps, for a merciful GkxL to make 
us acquainted with the way of peace and happiness in the season 
of youth, and at a time when we had such opportunities of 
building up and edifying each other as are perhaps never enjoyed 
in after life ! At least it was of incalculable advantage to be thus 
prepared in the quiet and retirement which Oxford, with all its 
bustle and dissipation, affords in an eminent degree to the disciple 
of the Cross, for the actdal discharge of the duties of the ministry. 
I assure you I have found the benefit of it ; and I believe I may 
apply^ to myself in that respect what was said of Elijah, after the 
refreshment he had received in the wilderness, that he went in 
the strength of that meat forty days. 

Mr. Brock sails to-morrow for England, where he intends to 
spend a few weeks on account of his health. He expects to be in 
London this day week, and to assist at the Church Missionary 
Meeting. Mr. Mourant is likewise going with him as far as 
Southampton. 

Fbom Rev. J. RAjn>ALL.' 

WUUmy May 2nd, 1817. 

I have hitherto been preaching in churches in this 

neighbourhood, and find the work very delightfuL To see people 

>iftTigiTig on your lips ready to receive the Bread for their souls, 

calls forth all the enei^es of the heart and mind. 

I shall not go to Herefordshire till the summer, so that I have 
a considerable hope of seeing you. I trust the hand of God is 
evident in causing a way to be opened for His light and truth 
in one of the darkest and most ignorant counties in England. 
There is but one clergyman that I can hear of who preaches the 



1 He WM removing from Burden*! where he hsd been doing dnty. Ho 
Ball, A hamlet in the pariah of South waa an intinute friend of Mr. 
Newton, three milea north of Wilton, Hawtrey ol Broadobalk. 
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of tbe Befonnotion, aboat fifteen miles from Almeley/ 
and no diasenten near. The parish to which I am ordained is 
esteemed veiy respectable as to its inhabitants, and many persons 
of fJBunilj attend the churoh. It is also a healthy and pretty 
'viUaga There is much, very much, to be done, and need for 
vatohfolnesB, as my vioar who has been there cannot hear that 
any one individual in acquainted with vital piety. 

I have received the melancholy intelligenoo of a most particular 
college friend being refused orders by Chester ' on account of his 
principles. He is a remarkably clever man, and took what you 
would call a first-class degree. The Bishop desired him to write 
on Whitby's* five pointa He was faithful, and gave in his papers 
(which are considered by Simeon^ as very judicious). His Lordship 
rebuked him before all the other candidates for ignorance of the 
scriptures^ and sent liim back to Lancaster from London to prepare 
better. It was veiy unhandsome conduct, but is only another 
proof to us of the enmity of the human heart against Christ's 
followers. How thankful I am that Dr. Huntingford ^ is more 
liberal 



1 Thii village, to which he was 
remoTing, was in the west of Here- 
fordshire, six milee son th of Kington. 

'The Bishop of Chester, since 
1812, was George Henry Law; 
transktodin 1824toBath and Wells; 
died September 22nd, 1845, aged 84. 
He was very hostile to Calvinism 
and all that he considered such. 
Keferringto the same Bishop, Mr. 
Simeon wrote on November 25th, 
1815, " There have been two most 
esoeUent young men refused Orders 
for inclinina towards Calvinism (Mr. 
WilM>n's eldest son, of Oasterton 
Hall, and Mr. BUckbum). The 
Bishop has acted a most unjustifi- 
able part towards them ; but 1 
believe he meant to do right. What 
will be the issue of it, I do not 
know. The Bishop seems inclined 

to relax, but it has made a great 

* II 
noise. 

•Daniel Whitby, D.D., (bom 
1638, died March 24th, 1726) pub- 
lished among his numerous works 
Fhejpointa againH CalviiMm. 

* llie approbatioB of such a man 



on such a subject was worth some- 
thing. One great object he had in 
view when composing his Horas 
Homileticae was *'to weaken at 
least if not to eradicate the dis- 
putes about Calvinism and Armi- 
nianism, and thus to recommend 
the unhampered liberality of the 
Church of Eneland." Mr. Simeon 
was studious^ careful how he 
expressed himself on the difficult 
pomte raised in the Calvimstic con- 
troversy, and candidly wrote to his 
dear friend Cams Wilson, October 
nth, 1815, that he " had put him- 
self in the wrong with his bishop." 
Simeon acknowledged himself a 
moderate Oalvinist, and expressed 
his belief that the great mass 
of Caivinists were wrong in the 
way in which they steted their 
doctrines. His letter, and the one 
following it, are valuable. They 
may be seen in chapter xvii of his 
Life. 

^ Georoe Isaac Huntingford, 
Bishop of Hereford from 1815 till 
his death on AprU 29th, 18^2. 
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Mr« Baling ^ has been preaching at Saliabury to a crowded 
audience. Manj got in at the windows by ladders. His prayer 
and sermon gave great pain to the sober and humble minded ; it 
seemed to be destitute of christian modesty and charity. This is 
generally the result, when such awful mis-statements £BUiten on the 
mind. He preached and prayed for the elect only. They seldom 
make any ground with the established believer, but with those 
who are tossed about with every wind of doctrine. They are 
good men lund some few of their followers, but their opinions 
leave a very unhappy influence on the mind* May our obser- 
vation and experience ever preserve you and me from disgracing 
the Gospel and from being drawn aside from the simplicity that 
is in Christ. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hawtrey often speak of you with christian 
affection. Mr. and Mrs. Bird have been with them. Mra Bird 
is Mr. Hawtre/s sister. He preached a very excellent sermon 
at Ohalke last Sunday, on '* Flee from the wrath to come." You 
lament your weakness and ignorance, and fear that on that 
account you will ill discharge your duties as a minister. But 
this is what you ought to feel — <' When I am weak then am I 
strong." If you aro looking with faith and simplicity to Jesus, 
He will supply all your need out of His frilness of grace. Mr. 
Wilson' is a man of God, and is raimd up I doubt not to stem 
the tide of antinomianisn in our day. Perhaps he sometimes goes 
a little too far the other way ; but his eye is single, I hope. 



(The B0V. T. T. Biddulph, in 
writing to the Rev. S. C. Wilks, 
afterwards editor of tbe ChritUan 
Observer, July 16th, 1816, says— 
** I am here in the midat of the new 
lights. The^ preach in one of the 
parishea which I serve, and in that 
also in which I reside, every week. 
Among the illiterate they are 
makinff a considerable impression. 
Bat I conceive it is merely a 
meteoric appearance, which how- 
ever portentous will have its use in 
the spiritual atmosphere, though 
perhaps we may not be able fully 
to ascertain that use. A thick fog 
had long hung over this neighbour- 
hood : perhaps Baringism may help 
to remove it and oocasion a freer 
circulation of spiritual light and 



air."— OAristion Oftserwr, I88& p. 
441. 

* Bishop Law should in fairness 
be allowed the benefit of this jMun* 
ful admission. It is remarkaUe 
that Simeon too in the very letter 
above quoted, n>eaking of Cams 
Wilson and Blackburn, informs his 
correspondent of similar abuses 
current: — ^"Many afflictive thinas 
have happened lately in the churob. 
Five pious young men are running 
into Huntington's and Dr. Hawker's 
principles, and are leaving tiia 
church.'* 

* Rev. William Wilson, Fellow of 
Queen's. In 1824 he was presented 
bv his College to the Vicarage of 
Holy Hood, Southampton. He has 
published various theological works. 
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Bolleston,^ I do not know. Milner^s Church HiBtory I never 
read through, but shall take it in hand in Herefordshire. Serious 
biography has a powerful influence over a mind that is loitering 
in the way. Your account of your schoolfellows, as you imagined, 
interested me. 

Tou lament, William, your want of decision at home. Alas ! 
this too is a besetting sin with me, and brings often much defile- 
ment on my conscience ; and therefore were I to censure thitt in 
you, it would be likewise blaming myself. But however I will 
notice one circumstance, and which had I not an esteem for you 
nothing would induce me to do. When you were last at home you 
played cards, which is thrown in my teeth when I wish to enforce 
the spirituality of the divine law. Now I do not mean to under- 
value your character or piety on this account. On the contrary, I 
think too much is made of tlus diversion by the religious world. 
But I conceive it to be a matter of doubt whether it be altogether 
right, and he that doubteth is condemned if he partake.' Perhaps 
at the time you saw nothing inconsistent ; but if it cause a weak 
brother to offend or give rise to censure from the world, it must 
be fonmkea by aU who would avoid eveiy appeantaoe of eyiL I 
would refer you to what Burder says in his sermon on '^ non- 
conformity to the world." I make these remarks on the suppo- 
dtion that you have not so learned Chmt as to mistake my 
meaning. Whenever you see anything amiss in my letters, my 
walk, or conversation, I beg you will mention it. That man is 
not a true friend who does not. Oh, if we were more decided than 
we are, how much more joy and peace should we have in believing! 
But I leave all these things with Gk>d. He is the best director. 
H^ will teach you better than any short-sighted mortal 

To HIS FATHER. 

C.C.a, May 3rd, 1817. 

As you will readily conceive me to be anxiously preparing 

my poetical effusions for their appearance before our dons and 

1 Mr. Natt's jonnud speaks of ton.** There was at this time a 

Bolleston preachmg before the nni* Rev. John Rolleston of Christ 

versity on March 17th and 23rd, Church, B.A., 1809; and two of 

1817 ; and on the latter occasion as the name of Georae both B.A., 

^hinwing the oongrepition at St. 1814, and both of Merton College. 

OilesV Mr. Phelps's journal records 'Romanaxiv 23 

"June 2Dd, 18W. Heaid BoUes- ««™» " • «• 
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dignitaries, you will not expect a long letter just now. On Mon- 
day evening I shall have consigned them to their fate. The 
general appearance of the whole copy is materially altered since 
you saw it, and I have some reason to hope in such a manner as 
to afford you some pleasure in reading them hereafter, whatever 
may be their destiny. Your excellent remarks have been nearly 
all attended to ; and I have the satisfaction to inform you that 
my good tutor (Cornish), who is very much interested in my 
endeavours, expresses himself much pleased with the improve- 
ments. The conclusion is entirely new, and I imagine that the 
success of the whole attempt will depend almost, if not entirely, 
on the manner in which this part of it is received. My tutor 
himself thinks it the best of the whole copy, but says he thinks 
it ix)ssible that some of the examining masters may not think it 
the right kind of conclusion. He gives it as his opinion that it 
will be very much liked, or not at all, but by all means recom- 
mends me to let it remain. I have made a great many little 
alterations in the way of polishing up and pruning. This I take 
great pleasure in, as I find that paying attention to the niceties 
of expression makes great improvements with small alterations. 
I assure you that I am quite easy and prepared for whatever may 
be their fate; for the pleasure I have met with in the performance, 
and the satisfaction of pleasing some of the heads of my college, 
have amply repaid every exertion. My dear friend Cornish, who 
never loses an opportunity of bringing me forward, shewed my 
verses to Mr. Hamer,' one of our senior fellows, who is but lately 
come up to reside, who desired a copy of them. 

After I have sent up my verses on Monday, I shall begin to look 
forward more immediately to my examination. Tis thus we go 
on from one anxiety to another ; however I always find I can do 
best when I have a determinate object in view. Well is it indeed 
for us if, among the sundry and manifold changes of the world, the 
anxious cares and solicitudes of life, our hearts may surely there 
be fixed where true joys are to be found. 

P.S. — I need not request you not to be at all sanguine as to my 
success, when T assure you that no less than seventy copies con- 
tested the prize last year. 

1 Sev. JaiQM fitaaet, B.D. , died May 24tii, 1822. 
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To R. T. P. Popi, Esq., I>ubuk. 

O.C.G., Oxford, May lOlA, 1817. 
Sinoe I reoeived your last^ I have had the pleasure of 
meeting Mr. Irwin of Ballincollig, who brought me the most 
gratifying intelligenoe that he had seen and met you at Mr. 
Knos*s rooms. He was on his way to London to attend the 
Societies, and spend a day with a dear friend ^ of mine who has a 
brother (a very pious man) in the army, who is stationed in the 
barracks at Ballinoollig. Mr. Irwin seems to be an excellent man. 
I hope sincerely that you will have opportunities of seeing him in 
the vacation. Oh, how does it call upon us for exertion and 
watchful desire of pressing forward, to see a labourer who Ib so far 
advanced beyond us in the vineyard, and who has had the hap^ 
piness and glory of suffering for Jesus. 

The pleasure you describe yourself as having felt at the receipt 
of my letter was, I assure you, but an echo of my own at the 
receipt pf your first. I cannot attempt to describe it. Sorely we 
had great cause for rejoicing at being in so striking and gracious a 
manner rescued from the power and punishment of sin by the blood 
of Jesus, rescued ixom the darkness in which we were contentedly 
walking, by the rising of the Sun of Righteousness upon our souls 
with healing in His wings 1 Henceforth, my dear Pope, may we 
be determined to know nothing but Jesus Christ and Him cnfti- 
fied. May He be to us all and in all ! Amen. 

With regard to our old schoolfeUows, 1 have not heard of 

since March, 1816. He is, I fear, of rather an unsettled turn of 
mind. Let it be our prayer that the Lord may direct him in his 
wanderings to the sound of the gospel has just entered 

the university as a commoner. I have only just seen him once, 
and he seems to have got into a gay and thoughtless ]pnd of 
society. I may perhaps have an opportunity of declaring my 
sentiments to him, but to give the increase is the Lord's. 

Poor — has after all entered an attorney's office. I had 

some letters from him during his stay at , which evidently 

manifested him to be acquainted with the form of godliness and 
to have a head knowledge of the leading truths of tlie Gospel. I 

> Mr. Phelps's journsl records . — trsin's elder brother was in the 
" 1817, Apnl dOth. Met the Bev. army. 
Mr. Irwin at Tristnun's." Mr. Trie- 
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tbink howefver from some passages in bin letters that he is a 
promising character, and snch an one as we should endeaTOur bj 
all means in our power to encourage in region. Since it has 
pleased the Lord of life to open our eyes to the truth, who knows 
but it may be His purpose to make use of us in this waj to some 
of our schoolfellows 1 At all eyents let us make the attempt^ 
which is both our duty and a high privil^e. Freely we have 
received, freely let us give. I should be particularly obliged to 
you if you would early let me know the manner Mr. Knox 
adopted in introducing the subject to you.^ Oh, my dear Pope, 
how I wish to see you ! I have so many things to tell you. I 
hope soon to write to you more at length, but I have seven letters 
to write at this present moment, and much much more business 
upon my mind than I should have for my peace. Fray for me 
I entreat you that» amongst the variety of worldly cares that at 
this season of trial assault me, I may have grace sufficient for me, 
and that my heart may surely there be fixed where alone true 
joys are to be found. May the Ood of peace strengthen and 
establish you, is the prayer of^ dear Pope, your doubly affectionate, 

W. W. Phelps. 

To HIS FATHER. 

aaC, May 24<A, 1817. 

My verses have not succeeded ! so that the pleasing 

intelligence that you were not sanguine in your expectations 



^ Mr. Pope's reply to this qaestion 
IB not extant : but we are happily 
enabled to narrate the circrnnntanoe. 
Being a fellow-commoner at T.C.D. 
be was one day at dinner sitting by 
another fellow commoner some years 
older than himself, Mr. Andrew 
Knox, Who ii still surrinng as Hon- 
orary Canon of Chester and for the 
last forty-two years has been In- 
cnmbent of St. Mary's, Birkenhead. 
It is from his information that we 
write. On the occasion referred to, 
Mr. Pope proposed to his neighbour 
that they should both go and hear a 
certain public singer then perfonn- 
ing in Dublin. Mr. Knox declined, 
and led the conversation to the 
nobler enjoyments into which it was 
the christian's privilege to enter. 
The conversation was adjourned to 



the oolle^ psrk* where the two 
students walked together for many 
hours still discoursing on the great 
theme, to Mr. Pope's lasting blening. 
"I never witnessed," says his sur- 
viving friend, *' any thing like the 
rapidity with which he grew in 
grace. Possessing natunuly bril- 
liant talents, he was a powerful 
orator, but was deeply humble and 
had the simplicity of a child." He 
was the eldest son of Thomas Pope, 
Esq., of Cork, where he was bom 
in March, 1799. He at first went 
to a day-school in Cork kept by 
Messrs. Uamblin and Porter, and 
at the age of twelve went to Hyde 
Abbey, which (as it will be remem- 
bered) he quitted at Michaelmas in 
ISlfii He was thus about a year- 
aod-a-half yoonger than Mr. Plielps. 
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came just in time. The ciroiimstanoes however have been veiy 
coniiolatoiy and will afford 70a some saida&ction. Two copies of 
the verses sent in were selected as the best, one of which belonged 
to — you know whom. The judges were greatly at a loss how to 
decide between them ; but as some doubt arose as to the propriety 
of an allusion to our Saviour with which both of us had ended 
our verses, they determined on giving the prize to neither. The 
next best then was declared to be the successful copy; the 
fortunate writer' of which has been so happy as to gain the Latin 
prize also. His Latin composition is most excellent ; but that he 
should have succeeded in the English has caused no small matter 
of astonishment .... Upon the whole I do not think I ought 
to complain, as I have certainly some little encouragement to try 
my fortune another tima I send you my rejected attempt as it 
entered the lists. 

The poem will be found elsewhere. Both Mr. Phelps 
himself and Mr. Cornish anticipated, as we saw, that the 
conclusion of it would carry or lose the day. We confess 
that we are not so much surprised that the thought therein 
embodied was received with doubt and hesitation. In fact, 

• 

a few lines at the close of a fifty- verse exercise was wholly 
inadequate to do justice to so striking an idea, which was 
then probably much more novel than it would be considered 
now. Buttmann, whose philological labours have made his 
name so familiar in* later days at our universities, did not 
pubUsh his Mythologua, m which he discussed the deeper 



'His name was Jamea Sbergold 
Boone, then commoner, afterwards 
atadent, of Christ Church. He took a 
paaa degree May 24th, 1820. *'Fn>m 
aome strange motive or other he 
did not choose to go in for a cUas, 
which he might l^ve commanded. 
He was the author of a clever aati- 
rioal poem, published anonymonaly 
in 1818, called The Oxford Spy, on 
some weak points of university dis* 
cipline. It had a great run and 
reached a third edition." Cox*s Re- 
colUetunu of Oxford. In 1823 he 
wrote Men and Tkinff9 : a Poetical 
Sketch an three epUtles to Oeorge 
In 1832 he became 



P.C. of St« John's, Paddington (the 
church now ably filled by the Rev. 
Emilius Bayley), and in the chancel 
of it there is a braaa tablet with the 
following inscription : — 

'*Andoquent man and mighty 
in the scriptures. Rev. James 2Sher- 
gold Boone, M.A., during twenty- 
aeven years Incumbent of this 
church. In grateful recollection of 
a ministry dittinguiBhed by aeal, 
eloquence, and learning ; in pioua 
affection for his memory, and in 
aincere regret for his losa, this tablet 
is erected. Bom June 30th, 1799 ; 
died March 24th, 1859." 
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and hidden import of this classic story, until 1828; and 
indeed if he had done so earlier, Oxford in Mr. Phelps's day- 
was too little acquainted with either the tongue or the 
scholarship of Germany to have heard much about it. The 
reader will, we think, be interested in being referred to a 
sermon preached many years afterwards in the pulpit of the 
sister university by Professor R. C. Trench, now Archbishop 
of Dublin. Having been appointed Hulsean lecturer, he 
chose for his subject. The Unconscious Prophecies of 
Heathendom, designing to shew how the christian student 
might detect in the old traditions, poetry, and philosophy of 
Greece and Rome some obscure feeling after a deliverance 
of the race, some dark and undefined anticipation of a 
redemption of man's intolerable evil, such as only Christ 
could fulfil, and which in fact He did. The second lecture 
of this series, preached on Easter Sunday, 1846, was entitled 
The Vanquisher of Hades; and had Mr. Phelps (then 
recently appointed to Trinity Church, Reading) heard this 
discourse, he must irresistibly have thought of his old 
Oxford poem. We, who can compare them side by side, 
cannot fiail to be struck with a certain coincidence of 
thought; nor could we pronounce the Cambridge prose 
more beautiful than the Oxford verse.^ 



1 "It is familiar to vm aU," said 
the lecturer, *' how the great cycle 
of the labours of Hercules was not 
finished till he had done battle with 
death. Earthly exploits, even the 
mightiest of these, were not suffi- 
cient. It was felt, and most truly, 
that to complete even the idea of 
the hero-champion of men, some- 
thing more was needed, a greater 
victory was demanded at his hands : 
he must wrestle with, and in personal 
conflict overcome, foes mightier than 
those of flesh and blood — even the 
Ustenemy. death and the crave. Nor 
even then had his own li& attained 
its perfect consummation ; since for 
this it was needod that all which was 
of earth in himself should be burnt 
oat, that the dregs of mortality 

U 



should be cleansed away in the puri- 
fying flames of a funeral pyre wil- 
Imglv ascended ; and this being done, 
that he himself, in sign that he could 
not die any more, that he was indeed 
made partaker of immortality, that 
death could have no more dominion 
over him, should be wedded to 
eternal youth amid the ™*^#iAns 
of the gods. Such, no doubt, is 
the interpretation of this pregnant 
symbol. 

Here the Professor refers to Butt- 
nuinn, b^ whom (he says) "the 
higher significance of the whole 
mythtts of Herakles is unfolded with 
an exquisite tact and beauty." 

Nevertheless, we stiU hesitate to 
ooncur in Mr. Cornish's recommen- 
dation that bit friend ihonld retaui 
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The following admirable letter will explain itself. 

To HIB FATHEB. 

aC.C, June 12thy 1817. 
My ever loved and honoured Father, 

On a subject so closely connected with that which has 
ever been to me, and is, and I trust ever will be, the first of 
earthly enjoyments, domestic peace and happiness, I shall not sit 
down with a design of studying what I am to say to him who 
deserves, and I can confidently say has, my highest .love and 
esteem; but write exactly what my feelings dictate, as I know 
such is what you most would wish. I do not hesitate to say that 
whatever the contents of my letter to my aunt were, the feelings 
they expressed were entirely misunderstood. That I was ruffled 
in my temper at the time I wrote, I confess and lament ; several 
things at that moment conspired to make me so. That I felt 
some disappointment at the reception of my verses is equally true; 
but that I felt any displeasure at the circumstance of your men- 
tioning your opinion to me, or the manner in which you did it, 
I can say conscientiously and most decidedly was not the case. 
If, as I trust, you believe me to be honest when I say this, you 
will not I think wonder at my wishing that the concluding lines 
had met more of your approbation. A circumstance that really 
did pain me, and which it was the main object of my hasty, ill- 
judged, and ill-written letter to account for, was my not having 
sent the verses for your opinion before I sent them up ; and the 
apprehension that you might think it unkind of me was the chief 
reason of my feeling so uncomfortable. I was not, I hope I may 
safely say, vain enough to expect that every one would like the 
verses ; and if I was a little disappointed, it was only because I 
thought you were ; for I am sure that gaining the prize would not 
have pleased me more than pleasing you by my verses. With 



his oooolniioa. WaoinweU indeed were snociated with a partietdar 

aUow that any one wbote mind ii statue (the special subject of the 

fixed chiefly on the Herculean myth poem), a stout muscular being with 

•M U$ aeneral tdeo, should ooinode a frightful club, should get an oppo- 

with Mr. Phelpe and his tutor; while site impression. 
en the eontrary these whose thoa|^ts 
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regard to reflection, the letter was written in ten minutes, without 
any ; if I had the most distant thought that it would be so inter- 
preted as it has been, I should never have sent it, I know ; and 
I most sincerely hope that if ever an unguarded expression (so 
contrary to what I think I have a right to hope is known as my 
real sentiments) again escapes me, the letter that contains it will 
be immediately destroyed, and never give uneasiness to those 
whom, far above all others in the world, I love and prize. I know 
the unbounded sincerity of your affection too well to think you 
would be pleased by a continuation of this subject : I only hope 
that my meaning may be clearly understood, and that I may be 
considered to write this with the greatest good humour, and only 
with an earnest desire to remove from your mind the least shadow 
of a doubt of my warmth of affection towards you, which I feel 
myself called upon to vindicate and which I again Tnfti>trftin to be 
inviolable 



From ah old schoolfellow.' 

June I2th, 1817, 
I do not write to you so often as I could wish, but you 
are always in my thoughts ; and whenever I have recourse to my 
writing desk and see perchance one of your letters, with what 
eagerness do I open it in order that I might gain some fresh in- 
struction and acquire a new idea ; in my solitary walks especially 
(for I have not a single companion) how often does my mind 
dwell with inexpressible pleasure upon the four-o'clock expedi- 
tions at Winton, and then it travels back to ^— - and wishes 
you as a companion and partaker of its rural meditations. Every 
day, my dear Phelps, adds to my hitherto weak conviction of the 
necessity of cultivating a sincere love of Ood ; and every time I 
turn to your inviting letter, the more do I feel the truth of what 
you say. Shall I go further, and gladly tell you that the more T 
know of Qod, the more happy do I feel, the more composed is my 
mind ? I could enlarge, would time permit me, very much upon 
this topic, but excuse me at present, 1 hardly dare trust my 
feelings. 



>Tbe writer of April 18th preceding, see page 135, 
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To R. T. P. Pope, Esq. 

Wilton, Julp ^rd, 1817. 

Mj ever dear firiend, 

No doabt 70a are at a loss to eonjectare the reason for 
my long silence, and indeed to attempt to account for it myself 
would be next to an impossibility. Be assured however that 
nothing but a continued series of interruptions and engagements 
of one sort and another should so long have debarred me from 
the real pleasure I feel in addressing you as a brother in Jesus. 
On my arrival here I found my dear father extremely unwell 
in the gout ; and though, thank God, he appears now to be iejst 
recovering, yet he is far from being well. This ciixsumstanoe, I 
know, will with you plead my excuse in part. 

By this time, my dear Pope, you are settled among your friends 
and in quite a differenb capacity from what you ever held among 
them before. At home our trials are destined to begin. At 
college they are comparatively nothing; and never can we be 
enough grateful to Him who has drawn us to Christ for giving 
us such spiritual advantages as a university, with all its bustle 
«nd dissipation, certainly does yield. How hard is it not to love 
'' father and mother more than me ! '' How hard among our dear 
relstions not to deny our Redeemer by undue compliances with 
their pursuits and pleasures, wherein they think it strange that 
you walk not with them ! Oh, it is a bitter struggle ! May it 
however be sanctified to us : may it lead us from ourselves to rely 
for all our strength on the God of grace, and to walk closely with 
Him ! Let us, my dear brother, be sober and vigilant and fight 
the good fight of feiith. Whatever enemy I observe in my path 
I will point out to you, and I trust you will do the same to me. 
I find a great obstacle to my usefulness at home from the want of 
a decided attention at first to a text which you quoted in your 
last — *' Likewise also let the deacons be grave." I have to 
reprove myself with great and frequent levity of conversation and 
conduct, such indeed as the world would call perfectly innocent^ 
but which certainly is not such in the pure eyes of Gkni To 
enlarge jocosely on trivial subjects and shew a frivolous deport- 
ment^ gains you the credit of good nature and affability; but so 
degrades the mind that it is not immediately in a state fit to 
contemplate divine truths (the step from one to the other would 
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be too great) ; and if so, are we standing with the loins of our 
minds girded, or Uving as we could wish to diel Again, it lets 
you down in the esteem of those around jou, and generates a 
familiarity incompatible with that degree of respect which should 
always be entertained for us by those whom we would instruct. It 
would perhaps be a good rule not willingly to enter on conver- 
sation from which one might not by an easy and natural transition 
pass to the only worthy theme for immortal beings, the thingek that 
belong unto our peace. 

I hardly know what to say on the subject of your changing 
Dublin for Oxford. In the first place Oxford is now so full that 
it would, I know, be impossible for you to enter any of the best 
colleges within two years ; and they hold themselves so high that 
I fear there would be little chance of their admitting a " bene 
decessit" The colleges I allude to are Chri»t Church, Oriel, 
Brasennose, and Balliol ; and unless you can get into one of these, 
the change will not certainly be desirable. Corpus Christi indeed 
ranks amongst these, but the nature of the society is such as 
nearly to exclude all possibility of your admission. The under- 
graduates consist of scholars, exhibitioners, and gentlemen com- 
moners. We have no commoners. The scholars are elected from 
different counties in England. The exhibitions (four in number) 
are in the gift of the President, and so are given entirely to his 
own friendSb We have only six gentlemen commoners, and there 
are so many on the President's books waiting to come in, that 
you would have little chance for some years. Remember I only 
state my opinion candidly, as you desired me. If I were to state 
my private wishes, I should immediately say — " Come to Oxford 
at all events ; " for I trust you will believe me honest when I 
say that scarcely anything could give me greater pleasure than to 
have you near me and for us to talk over with one another what 
the Lord has done for our souls. Remember me to Godfrey, and 
pray for your affectionate though unworthy W. W. Phelps. 

Fbox an old bchoolfxllow.' 

JyJy 18tA, 1817. 

Such a length of time had elapsed before I received your 

last affectionate letter, that it came to me, if possible, with an 

* The writer of June 12th, see page 147. 
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additional tinge of pleasure. May T answer all your wishes ; may 
I know more and more of those eternal realities ! Scruple not, 
my dear friend, to point out any fault you may see in me by my 
style of writing. Indeed I love you so much that you can never 
offend me by what you say. Another favour I have to request, 
and that is that you will pass over the few years that stand 
betwixt us, that we may indulge in a more open and unreserved 
style. If wrong in asking this boon, criticise candidly. I go to 
York on the 21st, owing to the assizes, and shall most probably 
be there till the end of the week, and upon my return I shall be 
very angry (I can hardly forbear smiling when I use such a hard 
word to you) if there is not a long letter from you. 

I cannot conclude this without touching on one part of your 
letter which gave rise to manj painful recollections. I am 

alluding to poor , Let us draw a veil over those quondam 

scenes for which I used to blame him, but now attribute to my 
own jealousy. He was of an open, frank, disposition, and not so 
fickle as myself, which made you lean on his side. But this is a 
distressing subject for me to handle, and let there be forgetfulness 

on both sides with respect to it. Forgive C 1 Yes, dear 

Phelps, from the very bottom of my heart, and say eveiything 
that is kind to him for me in your next letter to him. I trust 
that you have mentioned the one thing needjvl to him in his 
melancholy situation. 

I heard from Robinson a day or two ago. He speaks very 
harshly of the prize poems, and thinks them by no means equal to 
his expectations, which -were not very high. Gould you convey 
them to met I should like to pass my humble opinion upon 
them, although I never was a great versifier. Write as soon as 
yon can and believe me to be your attached friend. 

To R T. P. Pope, Esq. 

WUUm, August 2nd, 1817. 

The more I think of that Providence that has in such a 
mysterious manner been exercised towards us, the more am I 
filled with astonishment and delight. To have the privil^e of 
addressing you as a brother in Christ was a blessing which my 
most ardent and sanguine wishes could hardly picture to me. 
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Indeed the unbounded mercy of Ood our Saviour can alone 
account for it. May the singular circumstances that attended 
our reunion (if I may be allowed the expression) be duly im- 
pressed on each of our hearts ! Tour letter of July 17th came 
safely to me. The account it contained of your situation relative 
to your dear friends I can enter into most fully, as it represents 
my own experience in almost every particular. I shall not fear 
the imputation of pride or vanity from you when I say that, from 
circumstances entirely beyond my control, the respect and esteem 
of all around me had for a length of time been fixed upon me. 
To see that respect diminishing and to blast those fond hopes, is 
indeed a trial, as you know full well. Yet so it is ! In pro- 
portion as those pursuits in which I once procured the admiration 
of a mistaken world lose their charms, the esteem which grew 
from sujch an unhealthy soil dies away. And in the same degree that 
I grow dead to the desire '* vir&m volitare per ora," the hopes 
that s6 mainly rested on seeing me court and obtain the admiration 
of fellow worms perishes too. But the Lord gave us all our 
earthly enjoyments, and we know that the privation of them, 
since it seems good to Him, worketh with all His dispensations 
for our good. And if it increase in us the spirit that was in 
Christ Jesus, if it teach us the lesson of humility and self-denial, 
we shall have good reason to rejoice in it and say — *' Blessed be 
the name of the Lord.** One thing it points out to us in a most 
conspicuous light, that the praise of men can never be secured to 
UR, and warns us in the pursuit of it not to forget the one thing 
needfuL In saying however that we are not to seek that praise 
for its own sake, I by no means consider that we should slacken 
our exertions in those pursuits of our stations, which may or may 
not, as Ood sees fitting, excite the approbation of men. If with 
well-doing we are '*to put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men,'* if we are to be '* not slothful in buuness,'' I consider we 
are bound to exert every endeavour that is consistent with single- 
mindedness towards Ood in improving our talents and giving 
satisfaction to those that are set over us. (Here is need, however, 
of soberness and vigilance against the deceitful workings of the 
heart). From this principle I rejoice that the Father of mercies 
has enabled you by your late successes to rid true religion from 
the charges of indolence and mental weakness, which are so often 
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brought against it. Trusting that yon feel fiillj oonyinoed how 
inefficient such things are of themaelyes and wiihont the blessing 
of Qod to aid religion or cause your own happineas, I do not fear 
saying what I have 8aid« 

My own success at college has been much greater than I 
deaerFe, though it has been small ; and my exertions I lament 
have been less than they ought to have been. I have gained no 
university prize, but passed my first examination with some little 
credit and have a tolerable name in my own college. I was 
busily engaged just before I came down in preparing some English 
verses for the occasion of a grand festival' at Corpus which is held 
once a century to commemorate its foundation. It will give you 
some pleasure to know that the verses were recited and gave 
satisfaction.' But enough. May our affections be set on things 
above, and on the crown of glory that fadeth not away ! • 

Have you written to — '-•— or do you think of writing to himt 
I trust you will I correspond with him occasionally. He does 
not fully enter into my views, yet as long as he will hear I 
conceive it my duty to write. He is at all events well disposed : 
therefore let us hope the best Did you write to George Richards, 
according to your intention 9 I should much like to have some 
account of him. I trust that in God's good time we shall find 
among our dear friends some companions on the road to Zion. 

The prospect as it respects myself is not at present very 
cheering. An aunt has been brought to see the light, and her 
conversation as you may imagine is a great comfort to me. Many 
of my family take offence at my visiting a faithfill ministet* in a 
church near us ; but my father seems quite unconcerned about it 
and does not oppose it. May we be fidthful through evil report 
and good report; and may our light so shine before our dear 
friends that they may see our good works and glorify our Father 
which is in heaven ! 

Give my affectionate regards to Mr. Irwin when you see him. 
I should much like to see your two poems, if you could contrive 
to send them. 



I Jnne 18th. tionad hereafter. In Mr. Phdpi's 

I Beudea procarin^ him a medal, journal we find " 1817, Anffiut 22nd, 

as will be found mentioned by and by. dined with Hawtrey at Eawards'i. ** 
* Probably the Mr. Edwards men- 
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To R. T. P. Pope, Esq. 

WiUon, September IGth, 1817. 

My ever dear Pope, 

It was rather a smgular occurrence that I happened to 
be 8(jending a few days at Winchester when Frowd's letter 
arrived. I need not say how truly acceptable was* the enclosed 
one for me. Upon the whole I was much gratified by my visit 
to those scenes of our ignorance, so endeared to us both by the 
recollection of former and less binding friendship. I will mention 
one particular which will not be uninteresting to you. I found 
Mrs. Charles, I trust, a true convinced and humble follower of 
Jesus. She was sitting in the parlour alone when I first saw her ; 
and after a short conversation on indifferent subjects, I asked for 
George Richards. She said he had been at Winchester in the 
summer holidays and had given her some account of you, with 
which she was much gratified, for (said she) '^ should he ever be 
led into extremes he is on the safe side." You will easily 
conceive how I caught at such an expression from her. The 
conversation that ensued was particularly delightful. What a 
striking argument in favour of the gospel which we have received 
is this, that notwithstanding the endless differences of sects, 
habits, and ages, that would £etin keep them asunder, the followers 
of the Cross immediately recognise one another and entertain 
mutual feelings of kindness and regard which witness that they 
are bom of Gk>d 

My dear father^s conduct towards me has in every respect cor- 
responded with yours. I sometimes have hopes that my mother 
has the root of the matter ; but it is mixed up with veiy much 
error, which her extreme love for my father and high esteem of 
his moral character must almost necessarily produce. With 
regard to my other relatives gross darkness covers all around me, 
except in the case of an aunt whom I believe I have mentioned 
to you before. We have in truth great need of more enlarged 
views of the grace of Qod. Oh, may we, my dearest Pope, have 
grace to walk circumspectly towards those that are without ; and 
may our light so shine before men (and particularly before those 
whom kindred has made nearest and dearest to us of mankind) 
that they may glorify our Father which is in heaven 1 In striving 
for this we do but obey the positive command of Christ, which all 
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who love Him will endeavour to keep. There Ib no room for the 
least indulgence of that pride to which we may possibly be 
tempted : for after all, we do but plant and water, the increase 
is from above. 

I was glad to hear you were writing to >. Tou know how 

anxious I am on his account. I saw you sent dear F some 

very sweet exhortations to prayer. He came up to Oxford a 
short time before the vacation to enter at Exeter College, but he 
will not reside for some considerable tima I know he is at all 
times glad to hear from both of us ; therefore we have an opening, 
and it is our duty to address him upon the one thing needful. 
No doubt you recollect Zillwood used to bring Doddridge's Ex- 
position into the schoolroom of a Sunday afternoon. I found 
many good books in his library, and from his conversation I 
believe him to possess a deep insight into the truth as it is in 
Jesus. • . • . 

Your most affectionate friend and brother in Christ, 

W. W. P. 

P.S. — ^I think you once mentioned Pearson's life of Buchanan.' 
I have read it, and trust it was made useful to me. What an 
example to exert every energy for the glory of Ood ! It contains 
much instructive matter to a young collegian. 

Fbom J. HuNTEB, Esq. 

Leamingtanj September 29^, 1817. 
Since my arrival here I have visited Oxford and have 
also been to Cheltenham and spent an hour or two in passing 
through it at Campden' (Noers' living in Gloucestershire). Since 
my return to England I have received a letter from Mr. Nott* 
from America, Tou will be happy to hear that though he is still 
very weak yet he observes that his health has gradually improved 
since his return to his native country. I have also heard from 



1 Sm pp. 129, 130. 

* Chipping Campden, a small town 
of great antiquity at the north-east 
ena of Gioacestershire, soath-east 
of £Te8ham. 

*The Hon. Francis James Noel, 
younger brother of Baptist and 
Gerard Noel : Vicar of Teeton, near 



Bfaidstone, from 1820 till his death 
in 1854. Mr. Natt's journal records 
his preaching at St. Giles's, Oxford, 
twice on March 21st, 1819. 

* Mr. Phelps's journal records : — 
"1816, May 17th. Nott, the 
American missionary, at Hunter's.** 
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Sibtbori),' who, I lament to say, has been under the necessitj of 
repairing to a celebrated physician at Leeds to put himself under 
his care on account of a pulmonary disorder, occasioned, I am 
inclined to think, by his over exertion. I saw Tristram' at 
Oxford: his christian conyersation did me much good. Oxford 
is to me a kind of Bethel. I like the place where I have known 
80 much of the Lord's goodness. I have heard lately that Brodie' 
appears to be going on well at Clifton. May the Lord hold as 
stars in His right hand all our dear and affectionate friends who 
are already gone forth to fight against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil under the sacred banner of the cross. Oh ! if the 
captains are unfaithful, how shall the followers be found true ) 

I wish much to write to Bennett, for I feel greatly indebted to 
him for a letter which he was so kind as to send me in answer to 
one which I wrote him at Brussels. If you see him, I beg that 
you will remember me to him with the most sincere christian 
affection. 

I trust, my dear friend, that you are still walking in the light 
of Gh>d's countenance, rejoicing in Him who commands His children 
to rejoice always. The way to the kingdom is a narrow way. 

It is a strait and thorny path, 

And mortal spirits tire and £aint, 
Bat they forget the Almighty God 

Who is the strength of every saint. 

But you, I trust) do not forget Him, and we know who hath 
said that those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength. 

To His FATHER. 

G.C.C., October lOth, 1817. 
It will please you to hear of my safe and pleasant 
journey. After waiting at Whitchurch an hour and a half, the 
Southampton coach arrived bringing Mr. Amey inside and his 
Bon^ outside. My place had been secured and I mounted up by 
the side of my friend Amey. An old gentleman (whose name 

1 Mr. R. Waldo Sibthorp, of Mr. ' This ma;^ probably be the Rev. 

Hunter*s college, Magdalen, but of Robert Brodie, of St. Edmund Hall ; 

senior standing. B. A. (second class) B. A. 1817 ; became P. C. of Mangots- 

1813, being then Demy: 1818 Fellow. field near Bristol in 1822. 

' He was preparing for his ex- * From Hyde Abbey, and belong- 

amination, to come in December. ing to Salisbury. 
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you will have presently, and who like myself had been waiting 
for the coach) joined Mr. A.mey in the inside. On our arrival at 
Newbury we all got down, as the ooach allows forty minutes to 
those who choose to dine there, and this old gentleman came up 
to me in the Inn yard very politely and said, *' I believe I must 
claim an acquaintance with you. Sir, as I understand from the 
gentleman inside that your name is Phelps." Who should this be 
but Mr. Sheldon, who was come on a visit to his daughter about 
a mile and a half from Newbury. He chatted with me very 
kindly for nearly a quarter-of-an-hour, and among other things 
told me how he had been gratified at hearing you sing, and asked 
me if I inherited your voice. He expressed himself very glad that 
he had chanced to meet with me, and said if he had known I was 
at home he would have got you to summon me to the feast.' He 
seemed very well known and much respected at Newbury. You 
can readily conceive how kind I took it of him to pay me such 
attentions ; my journey was rendered all the pleasanter with this 
interview. It was however of itself very pleasant, more so indeed 
than any former one. Having some one I knew to chat with, and 
everything quite new to him, I found the milestones pass by very 
rapidly. We arrived about six o'clock, rather cold towards the 
last, and not sorry to alight from our carriage. I assure you I 
hardly knew myself when I exchanged the rumble of a stage 
coach and the cold night air for the warmth and quiet of my snug 
little cabin. I took young Amey down with me, and he was 
particularly struck with the appearance of comfort he saw here, 
and I fancy that he expects to find that a college and a paradise 
are almost to be identified one with another. 

I have seen the Bursar, two or three others of our fellows, and 
my new tutor,' all of whom gave me the heartiest welcome. I 
have also walked round the university with Mr. Amey. His son 
is entered on the books of Brasennose. He brought me a letter 
from John, who I am happy to say is quito well : he says — ** the 
worst of the boys at this school, 1 think, is that they are so fond 
of making a noise in school-time." He seems to give a pretty 
good account of himself upon the whole. 

1 The Mayor's Feast, at Wilton. Lord Malmesbnry. 

Mr. Phelps was Mayor for 1816—7, 'Mr. John Tu&er, who bad sno- 

and has snooessor was the Hon. and oeedad Mr. firidges. 
Bev. Alfred Hanis, saoond aon of 
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Fbom F. Bobinson, Esq. 

London, October 26«A, 1817. 
I am indebted to yonr friendly pen for another affectionate letter, 
received I fancy about five weeks since. I am again following the 
castomary routine, fresh indeed and enlivened by a long furlough of 
eight weeks. The whole of that time I spent with satisfaction at 
Ramsgate, and trust that the bracing air of the sea, aided by fresh 
exercise and early hours, will enable me to meet the fatigues of my 
winter with due energy of spirit. Formerly, indeed, they would 
have smiled incredulously at the mention of early hours at a 
watering place ; and the man who formed his ideas of a Spa from 
the pictures he finds in the Spectator and Bamhler would suppose 
that the coast was a place to consume, not to repair, the strength. 
But fashions revolve as speedily as fortune ; and indeed the heights 
of the former are generally dependent on the wheel of the latter. 
At Ramsgate I spent two months without once being distracted by 
the noise or bustle of what is called life. 

" The revel, pomp, and dance, 
Suffer a syncope and solemn pause." 

But I know not how it is, that after all, home is the place for 
regularity of mind. However uninterrupted the retirement we 
find abroad, still the mind is never so much mistress of herself as 
at home. 

For your explanation from Scott of that passage (Mar. xiii. 33) 
which at first sight seems to bear against a doctrine which is now 
deemed unphilosophieal I thank you much. Of all the commenta- 
tors with whom I am at all acquainted that veteran in the christian 
fight is my favourite expositor. He is at once so simple, and yet 
so satisfactory. ^ He explains as if human reason was secondary 
(and even this idea seems gradually exploded amidst the witlings 
in religion) to revelation. What difficulties should we avoid, my 
dear Phelps, if we first used reason and then revelation :— < I mean, 



I Daniel Wilson, whom Robinson 
so admired, was very partial to 
Scott's Ck>mmentary. "His Bible 
was read through every year. . . . 
In private be always read it with 
8cott*s Notes, wbom be revered as 
a commentator and loved as a 
friend.'* life of D. Wilson, ii. 436. 

The Rev. Andrew Fuller (who 



died in 1815) said of this commen- 
tary — " I believe it exhibits more of 
the mind of the Spirit in the scrip- 
tures than any work of the kind 
extant." The Rev. Hartwell Home, 
in bis Introduction, says that he has 
** never consulted it in vain on diffi- 
colt passages of the Scriptores.'* 
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if we first tused reason to prove the truth of revelation, and then 
dismissed that pigeon-necked guide (as she has been beautifully and 
obviously termed) 1 Why, in the name of common sense, are we 
to call in the aid of reason to justify revelation ? And yet who 
does not this ? If reason were properly exerted at first, — ^that is 
if we came to a deep unflinching conviction of the absolute and 
entire and sacred Divinity of the Bible, that same reason would 
teach us when she should be dismissed. All the mischief, all the 
TTnitarianism, all the fashionable materialism, arise from a shapeless 
jumble of the two. As a sequel, I would add a caution which I 
lately met with in Bishop Burgess's Catechism. ^ It is new to me, 
but as you are now a wrangler by profession I dare say its novelty 
will have ceaaed with you : — ** What in once proved cannot be 
disproved." Did we thoroughly acquiesce in the conviction that 
our faith is correct, should we be continually staggered in the 
outworks 1 Should we allow every ingenious scoffer, every petty 
quibbler, to throw at least a transient doubt on the certainty of our 
minds ? How happy must be the advanced state of that man who 
has brought his reason into entire submission, who has learnt to 
doubt the infalKbility of his judgment, who has learnt to live by 
faith, without hedging every inch in by a fence of logic. 

On the day of the arrival of your last, 1 was favoured with a 
most kind letter from Pope. He writes in a strain sufficiently 
demonstrative of his happiness. Upton has been in London. He 
tells me that our excellent friend at Leeds' is married ; but 
his epithalamium was sung so often while I was there that I am 
rather an academic. Married or single, I trust he will ever be 
happy. I believe his happiness is too intrinsic to rest much upon 
outward relations and circumstances. 

From the Rev. J. Randall, 

Almeley^ Vicar age^ November lat, 1817. 
My dear William, 

Thinking you may ere this be returned to college, I will 
address my letter to you there. I know not which of the two is 

t The Protestant Catechism ; or Bishop of St. David's and afterwards 

the Origin of Popery, and on the of SaUsbary. 

grounds of the Boman Catholic * The Rev. G. P. Richards, 

claims. London : 1818, 8vo. The 'Seeabov^— p. 138. 
author was Dr. Thomas Burgess, 
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to blame, you or I, that no commonioation should have been 
carried on between us since we last parted, but am willing to 
bear part of it. But enough of this. 

I will proceed to give some little account of myself since we 
left Burden's Ball, and you must shortly do the sama I arrived 
here on the Thursday morning after, with such a mixture of 
feelings, comprising hope, joy, sorrow, and surprise as never 
before filled my mind, being about for the first time to enter on 
the work the Lord had assigned me. I knew I was come to a 
people ^'Vho knew not the Lord," and expected nothing but 
opposition ; but God has hitherto restrained all their hearts, and 
comparatively little opposition has been raised. The whole of the 
sabbath here was almost forgotten and dedicated to business or 
pleasure. Scarcely any attended church, and the major part of 
those who did (about forty) were unacquainted with the most 
common truths of Christianity. I found about five who were 
evidently under divine influence and who have since, blessed be 
God, much increased in knowledge, and boldly '^ professed the 
faith of Christ crucified." There was one evidence in particular 
of their being among God's people, and that was love. They from 
the very first sermon conceived an attachment to their new 
minister, and invited others to come and hear the joyful sound. 
It has now pleased God to send me a large congregation, and I 
hope my feeble efibrts have been in some instances crowned with 
success. All the Sunday bell-ringing and other sports are laid 
aside, and nearly all in the parish attend their church, the in- 
terior of which some had not seen for years ; so attractive you 
see IB the preaching of Christ. And it convinces us that it is this 
preaching alone which God owns and blesses. Here you will see 
IB great cause for gratitude and still greater for humility. 

This county abounds with village wakes held on Sunday in the 
churchyards. This was a day I dreaded here, but resolved to do 
what I could to prevent it in the strength of God. Accordingly 
I opened the church about the commencement, and performed duty 
and preached a sermon on the consequences of sin. The church 
was crowded to excess, and afterwards I went among the crowd 
and expostulated ; upon which they shouted — " We will not keep 
the feast in the churchyard if i/au do not like it," and all quietly 
dispersed; so great^ you see, is the terror which the ** Sword of the 
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Spirit wbidi is tlieWbid of God* impiroL lampengoftdedtkaiif 
we left all our copccta s in GotTs huida^ ve dioald fiaaDj pcevaiL 
Some persons come from adjaining perishcB ereij Sondaj, ao 
that in some reqwcts J am obliged to vock in tlie dark. The 
people here are genenllj qieaking ray reij low in tlieir mMals ; 
but we know that God b able to do great things ; and I hope that 
many mar be bom of God. I insdiuted a Snndaj School last 
Sunday under Teiy £iYounble prospeco^ The FoSejs, the principal 
fiunil J here» take great interest and stand br me Terj mnch and 
strengtben m j hands. Thej contribated seren goineas towards it 
and relieve ernr object d charitr whom I name to them. The 
bishop sent me a tcit handatMne letter cndosing ^t^ pounds 
towards promoting the objects of the sdiooL FrcMn Mirhaelmas 
to Ladj-daj I onlr conduct one serrice, and so hare time for the 
school. There was nero' anr ar.gir.g in the diuich, but some 
joung peo|Ue have learned, and begin to sing rerj prettily some 
simple Berlin tunes^ There were tvo meetings in the neighbour- 
hood, one of whidi is mtirdj forsaken and the other never 
attendoil by more than ten persons. So you see there are some 
encinimgiug things here, and Manjf vhich give many a pain. But, 
uiy dear friend, neither you nor I, though our pursuits are some- 
what diderent at pnesent^ must be weaiy in well-doin^ for in due 
aeamui we shall leap if we £unt not. The office of a Christian 
nuiUHter is indeed the most arduous and yet the most delightful in 
the w\>rld/ ** As sorrowful y^t he is always rejoicing^'' as poor yet 
making many rich : as having nothings yet powwwung all things 
To see an iuditferen^e among some to those truths which you know 
e\)H«riu\en tally to be txf such importance, a idling back of otheia 
of whom mi ho|Hxl the be$t but are in doubt as to their real state, 
and tbo nmnv ^y\H««*i\tr temptations which a minister b beset with, 
||t\ «t hlin nmny an ache and many a pain. But on the other hand, 
to »«H» tho jjivat intenvt which his Ubours excite and the love and 
attAobnii'nt of tb\^««e who eetimate his ministry, and the sweet testi- 
niony t»f lu« own wnsi^^iencei, all afloid a satis&cdon with which 
notliintf iHin W ^vm^ylr<^L St. PauU you know, says of his con- 
wMs *M lH»ar tht*m nwnl that if it weie posedUe they would 
liwv«t jO«ok<Hl out thoir own eye* and given them unto me." In a 
di*UhH» \\\\^ i^HiUineew of mind and affection is experienced in eveiy 
mii((«torii InltMWurae with his believing people 
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My dear friend, you ought frequently to meditate on what you 
are going about, and amidst your present engagements never to 
foi^et that the Lord has called you to preach Hb gospel^ and to be 
preparing for that season as much as other things will permit. 
But " I have confidence in the Lord that you will be none other- 
wise minded." I trust you will never forget your high and holy 
calling, and will gird up the loins of your mind. 

I am soiTy on your account that the Hawtreys were so much 
from homo during your long vacation : but he will sometimes I 
hope write to you, and establish and strengthen your heart 
Every letter of his seems to give me fresh activity to press forward 
in the work of the Lord and to make my affections hang loose to 
earthly things. May God bless them both and enable us to follow 
them so far as they follow Christ. You must shortly write and 
tell me how you are in body and mind : and whether your 
prospects at home of a religious nature are brightening. 

From the Rev. P. Filleul. 

SL JohrCs^^ Jersey^ November 11, 1817. 
All the intelligence direct or indirect that I have had of you, or 
of any of our dear friends and brethren, is only through a letter I 
received the other day from Hunter in answer to one which I had 
written to Tristram some time before. And then how poor a 
substitute is even the most copious and entertaining letter for that 
free and unrestrained intercourse which we once enjoyed together ! 
Oh, my friend, how often have I wished myself again, but for 
once, in the midst of your little party surrounding together 
Tristram^s or Hunter's fireside, and anticipating beforehand the 
blessedness of heaven, by musing with admiration and delight and 
gratitude on the stupendous achievements of redeeming love ! 
Those were indeed pleasant and profitable hours,^that sweetly 
glided along, seasons of genuine mental satisfaction of true 
spiritual refreshment. ' But they are gone ! and vain would be the 



iNear the centre of the north 
coast of Jersey. 

' These reunions were ever looked 
back upon with fond recollections 
by all the par^. About a vear 
from this time, Iristram wrote from 
Lancashire to Mr. Phelps ((Jet. 2oth, 
1818). ** 1 feel very anxious about 
the evening meetings; particularly 



the missionary, which I look back 
upon with gratitude : it did me 
^ood in many ways. You might 
send me the subjects and ffire me 
some account of them. Do not 
however suppose that I think lightly 
of our Thursday parties. Let me 
know of any new arrangement or 
members." 
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wish to recall them. Never more in all homan probabMty shall 
we all again meet together in the flesL Gilbee^ for one, I 
sappoae, I shall never see again. 

A minister professing godliness in the Church of England is so 
novel a thing here, that I am looked upon by the poor in general 
and more particularly by the pious poor (of whom, blessed be Gk>d, 
there are .many) as a sort of prodigy ; and I am told it is expected 
by them every day that I shall leave the church and become a 
methodist preacher. I am constantly receiving applications from 
all parts of the island at least, from all the parishes surrounding 
mine, to go and visit sick people ; and ybu know, as &r as is prac- 
ticable it would be barbarous to refuse any of them. Many, very 
many, are hungering after the word of life. It is no unusual thing 
in fine weather to see people at my church who live six and even 
eight or nine miles off; and now that the evening service is by 
candle-light, the crowds that attend are so great that my church is 
not always able to contain them. 

I fear that were my letters to you made the standard to judge 
by, the charge of ^otism might very justly be fastened upon me. 
But when I am writing to ]^ou, I feel as addressing another self 
and one who takes a lively interest in every thing that befalls me 
and that has any relation with the progress of the gospel ; and 
while I am labouring to give yon every information of that nature 
my pen is filled before I am aware of it, and I am prevented 
introducing other matter. Oh, how limited, imperfect, and 
shackled is epistolary intercourse ! 

I pray that Tristram may be aasisted and supported for his 
examination, and may go through it with all the success he wishes 
for.' Tell him I rely upon finding him in Oxford when I come. 
If Hunter be still with you thank him for his kind letter. My 
love to all friends. The Lord be with them and you. 

To AH AXTNT. 

Oe/ori, November \5th, 1817. 

. . . . I reckon it among my greatest enjoyments to 

devote the little intervals of variety from my studies to the thoughts 

iWiUiam Oilhee, OomnioiMr of '"December 6th. Tristram ex- 

Worcester OoUese, left Oxford, amined." Mr. Phelps's JounuJ. 

NoTember 26th, 1816 : became Vicar He came oat second class, 
d St. Issay in Cornwall, ISaO. 
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of home and the dear domestic circle there. When I think of the 
advantages I am receiving here, I turn my thoughts towards that 
dearest of fathers whose perseverance and spirit placed me here, and 
whose industry supports me ; and I assure you this is no trivial 
inducement to me to diligence in my present pursuits. When too 
I think of the comforts and conveniences I am enjoying here, I 
reflect on those dear friends who watched over my infancy and have 
studied my happiness ever since I was bom. And surely I should 
be most insensible to the blessings that are showered down upon me 
on every side, as well as most unworthy of them, if I did not often 
cherish the remembrance of the most affectionate relatives that 
any one ever had. . . . 

No doubt you were all much affected by the melancholy death of 
the Princess ; it was a circumstance that occasioned considerable 
consternation here. ' For my own part I will own that it quite 
unmanned me for a day or two, and I could think of little else; 
whether it arose from that loyal regard we should all feel for the 
family of our revered monarch, and especially for one who was 
expected to be our queen, or whether the particularly painful cir- 
cumstances attending it (as they relate to the Prince her husband) 
excited it, I should find it difficult to say. It conveys a striking 
lesson to us all of the instability of the highest worldly distinction 
and happiness, and calls upon us frequently to reflect that the 
things which are seen are temporal, and to deal sincerely with our- 
selves in making an inquiry whether or no we have an interest in 
the things which are not seen and are etemaL "All flesh is grass" 
(says the scripture) " and all the glory of man as the flower of 
grass. The grass withereth and the flower thereof fadeth away." 
Do you not think that if we coolly reflected on these important 
truths, religion would become oftener the subject of our conversation, 
and that the social and family prayer would become more prevalent) 
It appears to me that we should hang more loose to the frivolous, 



1 The PrinoeM Cbark>tte of Walee 
died November 6th. The cathedral 
and college choirs and organs at 
Oxford were silent until after her 
funeral, and an address of condolence 
to her father the Prince Regent was 
voted in Convocation . As an example 
of how the event was felt in the rural 
spots, we may quote Mr. Phelps's 

ni 



uncle, who wrote from Downton 
near Salisbury on November 19th, 
1817, ** We have just returned from 
the Princess's Funeral Sermon. 
Surely a church was never filled so. 
The text, John ziii 7. Earl Nelson 
was there and cave me a frank to 

fou. " Lord Nelson's seat, Trafalgar 
^ark, is near Salisbniy. 
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if not Ticioiis, pleamreB of this present time; and vemit modi of 
that OTer-anxiety in the pnnoit of the bread whidk pcxisheih, bj 
which 8D many houn of our life are embittered, and wfaieh so 
interest us in this present life that we forget we are but pi^rims 
and strangers here, and slacken in our endeavours to pteas forward 
to the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
JesusL 

To R. T. P. Pore, E«|., Dtbus. 

Oxford, Xovember 26iA, 1817. 
Tour most affectionate letter reached me aboat ten dajs 
ago and its contents gave me the most sincere satisfaction. I 
rejoice with you, my dear friend, that it has pleased the Lord to 
bless your endeavours and make you u>eful in ccintributing to the 
bodily, and I trust too the spiritual benefit of His people. But I 
more rejoice that He has fully ojjened your eyes to discern that 
the work is all His own, that He setteth up one and bringeth 
down another, and that all our sufficiency must be of Him. Of 
your verses I shall only tell you that the reading of them gave 
me very great delight, and I am anxiously looking for the receipt 
of the rest of your little volume, which I trust yon will take the 
earliest opportunity of sending. I suppose it contains your first 
prixe poem 1 If not, I shall feel much obliged if you will send 
that too. 

Indeed, my dear Pope, when I think of home, it is with mixed 
sensations of hope and fear. Sometimes I think I can trace some 
signs of true conversion in those who are dearer to me than life, 
heu magis dilecii ; at other times doubts and fears arise. I feel a 
very awful re$[K)nsibility in going among them, and have had too 
frequent cause to lament a want of circumspection in my inter- 
course with theuL Oh that I were not so wanting to my own 
soul I Oh that I had a greater love for the souls of others ! I 
fear that I have not told them the truth plainly when I have had 
opportunities of doing so. How important that we should deal 
honestly where so much is at stake! How unworthily do we 
act when motives of false delicacy and undue fear of man induce 
us to be silent on so imi)ortant a subject Let me, my dear friend, 
have your prayers that my meeting my friends this time, if indeed 
I am spared to meet them, may be for the better and not for the 
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worse. .... Do you ever feel inclined to take up with this 
world and enter upon its pursuits with all the eagerness of the 
children of this world, as if this were indeed your rest ? Alas, I 
must answer that 1 often do. Oh let us press forward ! Earth 
is in truth not worth our care. Let us fight manfully under the 
banner of the cross, praying always with all prayer and suppli- 
cation in the Spirit, watching thereunto with all perseverance. 
We have nothing to fear. The Lord Himself is with us : the 
God pf Jacob is our refuge. 

Fbom Rev. S. Hawtbet. 

BroadchaUcj Sarum, NonentJber 27tA, 1817. 
I trust that you are enabled from sweet experience to 
say that every day you see more and more clearly the reality and 
eternity of those invisible things which are revealed in the gospel. 
If you have the Spirit of Christ you most assuredly do so; but 
otherwise they must be shadows to you, and appear visionary and 
fooli8hne8& 

What a mercy is it, my dear friend, to be called at all, even at 
the eleventh hour, out of our darkness into God's marvellous light ! 
But how blessed to bear the yoke in our youth I It seems you had 
gone on frowardly in the way of your heart but a short time com- 
pared with many, when God saw your ways and healed you. 
What a cause of thankfulness, never to liave stood up in the pulpit 
as a blind watchman, a dumb dog that did not bark, leading 
immortal souls not to, but from, the Lamb of €rod that taketh 
away the sin of the world I — that now whenever the Lord's 
apjjointed time arrives for you to speak in His name, you will 
speak forth the words of truth and not shun to declare the whole 
counsel of God. Yon see I write as if I made certain you had 
determined on going into the ministry ; and am I not right 1 I 
hope 80. For I am sure our poor old Mother Ohurch wants 
propping — 1 mean spiritual propping ; she cannot say with Peter 
« Silver and Gold have I none." I shall hope to hear you say you 
have been enabled, in the strength of grace, to continue to confess 
Christ at Oxford. You may remember I once talked to you on 
the subject of decision of character in the professing Christian. 
Whatever it may cost you, oh be decided ! But at the same 
time xemember that this decision and uniform consistency of 
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oln^i^ioter iBnot eooerUricUy. A man may be as fedthfol as St Paul, 
i^d T«t not be remarkable for his dresu, gait^ look, accent, dbc. 
Thei^fore do not say I am binding heavy burdens upon you and 
tfrieTous to be borne. Certainly the Spirit of God makes us wise 
aa well as holy and humble ; and the more we have imbibed of that 
blensed Spiriti the more knowledge we shall have how to conduct 
ourselves in all arduous situations. Ah ! it is easy for me to give 
you this counsel, but not so easy to follow it myself. . . . 

I have not heard from our Mend J. Randall for several months, 
but of him by his relatives at Wilton. The congregation has very 
maoh increased since his settling at Almeley. 

Fbom ah old Schoolfellow.^ 

Jambory 12lA, 1818. 
I have been most anxiously awaiting for a reply to my 
last unworthy scrawl for some time past But your time, I am 
sure, has been better filled up with getting that knowledge the 
fruits of which you will reap hereafter. But I cannot suffer the 
opening of another year to pass by without presenting you with 
the most sincere congratulations of your attached friend, nor with- 
out an earnest wish that that kind Providence who has placed us 
in the way of each other may draw the knot of friendship still 
tighter, spare our lives to see many happy years, and above all 
induce us by His Holy Spirit to make our peace with Him through 
Christ, and to ttfioe to enter in at that gate the end of which is 
eternal life to all true beUevers ! . . . . 

piiis letter breathes an earnest and most humble and 
self-accosing desire of further advance, and ends — '] 

I am very troublesome to you : but how could I forbear opening 
my heart to you t Fray write to me very soon, and foiget not 
when you kneel down before God to pray earnestly for 

Your unhappy but attached friend. 

C.C.C, Oxjard, January llih, 1818. 
My dearest Father, 

Safe, sound, and comfortable, I sit down as usual to give 
you some little account of my adventures since I left you* 

1 The watar of July latfa, 1317. 8eopsgsl40L 
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The morning being rough, though it was dry, I thought it 
would be best for me to take an inside place to Whitchurch, 
which I did, and came there at about half-past nine. There I 
found three others waiting for the Southampton coach as well as 
myself. The coach was not expected within two hours, and a 
little before the expiration of that time I sallied out solus on the 
Winchester road to meet it. And well indeed I did ; for it had 
only room for two, and of course I had one of the vacant places. 
But now a most formidable difficulty seemed to present itself. 
Ooachey declared he could take none of our luggage, he had so 
much already, and also comforted us with the prospect of our 
waiting a week for it, as the coach comes every day at this time 
of the year sufficiently laden without taking up luggage on the 
road, and the waggon only passes through Whitchurch Friday 
mornings early. My feelings on this occasion may be easily con- 
ceived ; I had no change of linen, and was not altogether sure 
that if I left my portmanteau at such an out-of-the-way place as 
Whitchurch I should ever see it again. This would have been 
no trifling loss ; as books, clothes, money, and all together would 
have amounted to something considerable. The circumstance of 
there being a very heavy load was very evident^ and I was on the 
point of giving up the case as a lost one, when I perceived that 
the trunk might be placed under our legs as we sat behind on 
the outside, and after encountering right stoutly several demurrers 
of the driver, he at last acceded to my wishes, and here I am 
trunk and alL We had a very pleasant journey on the whole, 
but for the last four or five miles we felt indeed most bitterly 

*' The ioy fang 
And ohurlish chiding of the winter's wind." 

I dined on cold beef at Haley, and fortified myself with a good 
glass of hot port-wine negus afterwards. The time we came into 
Oxford was half-past six. I came to my room and found every 
thing ready for my reception. 

So much for my journey, and meet grateful ought I to be for 
the comfort and safety with which it was accomplished. I might 
now have been groaning under broken bones or bruised limbs ; 
I might have lost not only health and strength but life itself. 
But God has in mercy preserved me. May He give us that 
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genuine repentance and faith which are produced by the regene- 
rating influences of His Holy Spirit, that we rightly believing on 
Bis Son Jesus Christ may have life, and pass the remainder of 
our days in a holy and heavenly-minded spirit, to the glory of Him 
who has saved us. 

I am not sorry to inform you that one of our fellows is lately 
married, which removes one more obstacle in my way to a fellow- 
ship. If Lacy had been at home, I ■ should have got him to shew 
me his knapsack,' as I promised 'to give a friend some description 
of it I wish, if you please, you would let somebody ask him if 
it would take too much room in his trunk to bring it with him. 

To R. T. P. Pope, Esq. 

WTUtehurch (on the xoa/y to Oxford) Januairy 16^ 1818. 

I left my friends this morning for college, and having an 
hour to wait for the Southampton coach, I thought it could not be 
much better employed than in writing to you. There is something 
in being at an inn, away from home and apart from friends, that 
seems to remind us of our journey towards Zion. This is not our 
rest ! Oh that it would remind us to press forward to the mark, 
to have our journey's end in view ! And oh what a blessed 
assurance have we that the grace of €k)d, in the Son of E[is love, 
is sufficient for us ! Archbishop Leighton (whose Commentary on 
the First Epistle of Peter I dare say you have met with)' is 
reported to have expressed a wish, if it pleased God, that* he might 
die at an inn. Perhaps he considered that the mind is not so 
settled to earth at an inn as it is in an earthly home. He might 
have wished death to find him where he would be most reminded 
that he had set out for, and had not yet arrived at, a heavenly 
home. If you know his life, you wiU remember that it happened 
to him according to his wish. 

Tour kind letters reached me shortly after my return from 
Oxford, and brought the poems safe, for which I give you my 



I «* 1817, December 10th. Walked 
from Oxford with Lacy." Mr. 
Phdhpa's jonnial. 

'lliia, the greatest of aU I>eigh ton's 
works, was then not so common as it 
is now. Before its publication in a 
popular form by the Kelicious Tract 
goeitfty in 1833 it was ratheraoostly 



book and therefore only in limited 
circulation. Leighton*s most recent 
editor, to be mentioned in a subse- 
quent note, says that he has corrected 
It in several thousand places, as it 
was the most incorrect of all the 
Archbishop^s printed jpieces, though 
it was edited by Dr. Doddzidge. 
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smoerest thanks, and can assure you that I have been highly 
gratified by them. In return I shall take an eai'lj opportunity of 
sending you the English lines you expressed a desire to see. 

Oxford, January 19. I brought these few lines to college, not 
having had time to finish them on the road. Crod grant that each 
of us during the ensuing term may be prevented in all things by 
His grace, and enabled to redeem the time that is left us ; that we 
may devote ourselves henceforth singly to E[is service. I have 
great reason to be thankful that I find many Christian friends' 
here still, whose conversation and experience have so often been 
a guide and consolation to me. T trust that you will on your 
return to college find many spiritual Mends to solace you on the 
road to Zion. Would that we could number among the followers 
of the Lord more of those with whom our boyish days were spent. 
Poor ^— ! I was, I own, rather distressed at his requesting you 
not to mention his manner of writing to you. I have written to 
him from time to time ever since I left school, and he was among 
the first to whom I made known my views after they were changed ; 
but he has never opened his heart to me on the one thing needful, 
though from his letters I could easily perceive that it had engaged 
much of his attention. He told me in his last that he had been 
gratified by a letter from you, which he delayed answering till he 
found himself in a proper frame for so doing. I hope you will 
continue to write to him ; with the blessing of God it may be of 
great service to him. You will be gratified at hearing that * 

is in a very interesting state, humbly enquiring what he must do 
to be saved. If you should think it worth while and find time to 
send him a few lines, he is a person with whom you need stand on 
no ceremony. I am sure he will be delighted to hear from you on 
the great and important subject of salvation. 

To R. T. P. Pope, Esq. 

C.C.C., Oxf<yrd, FOmuifry 9<^ 1818. 
My ever dear friend, 

Your afiectionate letter forwarded by Mr. Townshend 

reached me yesterday, and to hear that yon were enjoying such 

light and comfort gives me the truest delight 

>He bad lort Gilbee and Filleal in sThe writerof Jaanary 12th, 181& 

November 1816 ; Hunter and Tria- See page 16d. 
tram in December, 1817. 
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There certainly seems to be something veiy similar in our ex- 
perience, and I think we have every inducement to exhort and 
stimulate each other on the road to Zion. Your opinion of 
Leighton exactly accords with mine. I know of no book after 
the Bible which has such a tendency to spiritualise the mind, 
raise it above earth, and convince it that the things that are 
seen are temporal but the things that are not seen are eternal 
Leighton was thus recommended to me by a letter from a friend 
in Orders. Speaking of pro&ne authors, he says — " They are of 
the world ; they speak of the world ; and the chnstian, while 
giving his thoughts much to them, finds it difficult to bear in 
mind that he is not of the world. The best antidotes to the 
evil are (I believe) the reading of the Bible in a devotional way, 
prayer, and the frequent perusal of some pious writer eminent 
for using the balance of the sanctuary, such as Archbishop 
Leighton in his Commentary on St. Peter." 

I trust that I shall always have cause to be thankful for the re- 
commendation. I never met with the PrcelectiofMS ; ' nor Ovoen en 
the Spirit. I hope to be able soon. Are you acquainted with 
Oecil's RemainB%^ If not^ I think yon will find a wonderful 



iLeighton's PrakdkneB Theo- 
logiooB were publiahed in 1693, in 
4to. The Theological Lectures in 
the popular md iznperf ect editions of 
the ArohbiBhop's ncrke are an Eng- 
lish tnmslation of them. The Ptob- 
lectionea was a favoorite work of 
Professor Soholefield of Cambrid^ 
who broii£^ oat a new edition of it 
in 1828. The earlier editions were 
diafigored with ffrievoos inaocura- 
ciee which baffled even Scholefield'a 
power whoiUy to rectify. A new 
edition of this incomparable anthor, 
whose writings have been hitherto 
in a most imj^rfect atate, has just 
been iasned bv Longmans in six 
volumes, edited by the Rev. William 
West of Nairn. A seventh volume, 
ftffntfiining the Latin works, ii to 
follow. Speaking of the first volume 
that was issued, the Sooieman des- 
cribed it as "a new book rather 
than a new edition,'* adding — **no 
one can fail to be sunwised at the 
nnmbsv and ff xt m t oii ^^^ emenda- 



tions of all kinds which the editor 
has made. Indeed, it is marveUons 
what absolute nonsense has passed 
current as Leighton's, and how 
simply and effectively it has been 
corrected.** 

> The Bev. Bichard Gedl died 
August 15th, 1810. In 1811 his 
works, with a memoir, were pub- 
lished in four volumes by the Kev. 
Joeiah Pratt The last volume con- 
tains the Bematne, consisting of de- 
tached remarks uttered by him sod 
recorded by his editor during the 
intercourse of many years. They 
are characterised by striking force, 
oriffinalitj^, and wisdom, crouped 
under various headings, and forming 
a valuable specimen of our aphoris- 
tic literature. Under "Preaching 
Christ** we find the following renun 
which JB complete in itMlf and 
may be taken as an example out of 
many. '*A preacher mav pursue 
his topic without bein^ led by it to 
Christ A man who is aooustomed 
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depth of eyangelical thought in those detached sentimente of hia 
He was a man of lofty mind ; and these apophthegms, at the 
same time that thej feast the contemplative mind, may, I conceive, 
be of use in enlarging our views of Christianity. Oh, mf dear 
friend, let us continue instant in prayer at the Throne of Grace, 
that we may be brought in safety through the wilderness into the 
Kingdom of Glory ! What are we, that hopes so full of immor- 
tality should be granted to us 9 Yet we are invited, poor, weak, 
worthless though we be, for Grace wiUs it so. 



" Lord I believe Thou hast prepared 

(Unworthy though I be) 
For me a blood-bought rich reward, 

A golden harp for me. 
Tie atmng and tuned for endless years, 

And formed by power divine. 
To sound in God the Father's ears 

No other Name bat Thine 1 *' 

These stanzas are taken from the Ohwy Hymn».^ Do you 
know themf May we, my dearest Pope^ enjoy much of this 
blessed assurance, till we are summoned to quit these poor fodl 
tenements of clay. 

" And then in nobler, sweeter songs, 
Well ling His power to save, 
When these poor lisping stammering tongnes 
lie silent in the grave." 



Oxfard, Febmary 16<&, 1818. 
My dearest Mother, 

.... You remember the words of the old hymn 
called GraMude :— ' 



to investigate topics is in danger. 
He takes up his topic and parsues 
it. He takes up another and pursues 
il At length Jesus Christ becomes 
bis topic, and then he pursues that. 
If he cannot so feel and think as 
to bend all subjects naturally and 
sraoefully to Christ, he must seek 
Sis remedy in selecting such as are 
mora svangslioaL'' 



>i 



> Composed at Olney in Bucks, and 
nubliihed in 1779, by the Rev. John 
Newton, then curate in charge of 
the parish, and William Cowper the 
poet, a resident there. It was an 
attempt to do for churchmen, in im- 
proving upon the current psalmody 
of Tate and Brady, what Dr. Watts 
had done so ably for disssntsn. 

*By Addison. 
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'* Thy botmteouB hand with worldly bliss 
Has made my ctip run o'er ; 
And in a kind and faithful friend 
Has doubled all my store.'* 

It will please you to bear that I trust I have more than one 
friend here, kind and faithful too. Among the foremost I must 
still i*eckon our two tutors Cornish and Tucker, who are ex- 
ceedingly kind and would do anything to oblige me. Several 
others there are, more of my own age, of whom I may say the 
sama^ When such is the case, I must be ungrateful if my heart 
did not enjoy the blessings of the present hour. The chief object 
of our present existence is to make ourselves acquainted with 
Qod, and then to serve Him ; to make ourselves acquainted with 
the plan of salvation (which is no easy and no trifling matter), 
and ihen to embrace it and comply with its commands. We shall 
not then .be so restless and careful about so many things, instead 
of the one thing needful. We shall not look forward to the 
attainment of one favorite object after another for happiness, 
because we shall not expect it at all in any perfection in this 
world. But holding fast the blessed hope of everlasting life given 
us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, we shall bear with cheerfulness 
the trials that are appointed us, and enjoy the blessings with love 
and gratitude. 

I trust my dear father continues to enjoy his health, so as to 
be able to perform his arduous duties with comfort. I often think 
with myself — ^Ah, now Father is getting up : now he is in the 
school : now he is down at aunt's : now, like myself, he is enjoying 
his favorite morning walk, &c. It is thus many a spare and 
vacant moment for thought is occupied, and I delight to be 
present in thought with those dear friends from whom I am 
necessarily absent 

Mr. Jobn Tucker, M jl,' mentioned in the preceding letter. 



1 We find mentioned about this ards and Parry, whu will be men- 
time, now his senior friends had tioned again. Bin^am did not 
quitted Oxford (see page 169) George come up to Oxford till the autumn 
Smalley of Trinity, a vounger of this year. 

brother of the Rev. OMrnwall Soul- ' Double second class in Micbael- 

ley (•' 1817 April 27th. Dined with mas Term, 1813. 
Smalley: Trinity Gaidens.") Rick- 
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was Kent scholar, and succeeded Mr. Bridges as tutor in 
October 1817. Arnold was much attached to him and to 
Mr. Cornish, as old Corpus men. He wrote to the former 
(February 1833) when bidding him farewell, these affec- 
tionate words : — " I owe you much more than I can well 
pay indeed for your influence on my mind and character in 
early life. The freshness of our Oxford life is continually 
present with me, and especially of the latter part of it. 
How well I recollect when you and Cornish did duty for 
the first time at Begbrook and Yamton, and when we had 
our last skirmishes together in a walk to Garsington in 
March 1.819.* All that period was working for me constant 
good : and how delightful is it to have our university recol- 
lections so free from the fever of intellectual competition, 
or parties, or jealousies, of any kind whatever ! I love also 
to think of our happy meeting in later life, when Cornish 
and I, with our wives and children, were with you at 
Mailing in 1823." But we gather from Dr. Arnold's Life 
that between him and his friend there were considerable 
differences as to religious views, manifesting themselves 
more particularly in 1825; and that Arnold was deeply 
grieved at Tucker's insisting on the gravity of this diver- 
gence. Their mutual affection, as long as Arnold lived, was 
warm, but their intercourse was less easy and confidential, 
as well as less frequent, than it had been in old Oxford 
days. Between Mr. Tucker and Mr. Phelps there sprang up 
a warm mutual respect, which, as the pupil's growing years 



*llr. Tucker and' Mr. Coniish 
were ordained May 17, 1818. The 
villages of Begbrook and Yamton 
lay north-west^ 5} and 4} miles 
distant respectively, from Oxford. 
Garsington was 4^ miles south- 
east from Oxford, near Cuddesden, 
standing on an eminence and com- 
manding a fine prospect. Mr. 
Tucker quitted college for a curacy 
at Mailing in his native county in 
1821 . In the sprinc of 1 833 he went 
as a missionary to India, whence he 



returned home in the spring of 1841, 
sailing again for India in the autumn. 
He quitted India finally in 1852 and 
in the same year took the Corpus 
living of West Hendred, near AVan- 
tage, Berks. In Dr. Arnold's Life 
are sixteen letters addressed by 
Arnold to him (from November 20th 
1819 to September 22nd 1841). In 
1859 Mr. Tucker published a *' Letter 
to the Lord Bisnop of Oxford," on 
Ilomanising innovations in his Lord- 
ship's diocese. 
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admitted him to closer intimacy with his tator, ripened 
into cordial friendsUp, fostered by entire harmony in the 
most important of all subjects. 

C. C. C.f February 2itk, 1818. 

My dearert Father, 

Next to my being well, you will be pleased to hear that 
my parsnitB continae highly intereeting; difficulties seem to be 
clearing away, and each day enables me to make more progress in 
preparing for my examination. Perhaps this is to be attributed 
to the exhilaration of spirits by the prospect of approaching 
spring ; but whatever be the cause, the effect is evident^ and calls 
upon me to make hay while the sim shines. 

.... It may give you some satiflfiaction to know that both the 
Poems * are engaging a great share of my attention. The task is 
arduous ; the prospect of success most remote and diminutive ; yet 
the employment is sweet and one that accords with my taste ; 
therefore while the present is gratifying and improving I ought 
not to be very soUcitous about the future. The English one I 
have not yet finished or shewn to any one ; it will not be long 
I hope before I bring it to a close for the present^ that is, for its 
first appearance. The subject for the Latin Poem is magnificent, 
<* The Destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans." My want of 
practice in Latin verse composition will I fear be a great obstacle 
to me j I do not indeed find such difficulty in making the verses 
as I had expected, but I don't know what to say about the quality 
of those versea .... 

I had a long conversation with Comiish last week ; who among 
other things told me that he saw every likelihood of my suc- 
ceeding to one of the CoU^ Tutorships at no very distant 
period after I have taken my degree, provided my examination is 
somewhat respectable. J£ this is the case it will be a piece of 
singular good fortune, as it is what many in the IJniverBity are 
looking out for at the age of thirty or forty. Many circumstances 
certainly conspire in my &vour. Conush will leave the office in 
about two yean (I believe he means to marry) ; and of seven on 

iThe iubjeot of the Univenity The Newdunte Poeniy which is 
Lfttin Prize Poem this year was always RngTiah, was on The CoU* 
TUui HieromAiifmam exgmgmjuu, m un. 
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the list between him and me, three are very gay men and have 
no chance of it ; one is settled in a church in the country, and 
one is nearly sure of a Fellowship at Oriel. It may be offered to 
the other two, but circumstances render it improbable they should 
accept of it. If however either of them should, I have another 
string to the bow, for Cornish gave me a hint that our friend 
Tucker would early vacate his Tutorship. It may perhaps be 
wrong to speculate thus ; but I trust I do it under a humble sense 
of the uncertainty of life and our total dependence upon God for 
all things ; and also with a not unbecoming desire, if He is 
pleased to spare that life, that I may be enabled to support myself 
and assist my dearer-selves. 

To HIS FATHER. 

Corpus, March ^rd, 1818. 
Since I wrote last, I have had a kind invitation from a 
College friend,^ who is lately married, to spend a few days of my 
Easter vacation in London. This however I must for the present 
decline, not only as it would be incurring an additional expense, 
but as it would unsettle my mind for the business that I have in 
hand. My friend, who is the son of an eminent wealthy merchant, 
is very pressing, so that it may be an excellent opportunity 
at some future period of gratifying me with a sight of the 
metropolis.' 

I told you I had not shewn my verses. The very day after, 
Cornish called upon me by surprise and saw what I had done. 
He was not altogether displeased with my plan and verses (I 
speak of the English) and expressed himself very anxious to see 
them done before he goes down for the Easter vacation, which will 
be on the 10th. 1 have nearly finished them and am not a little 
anxious to hear what he say& Early after he goes down I hope 
to send them to you. He was very glad I had begun the Latin ; 
he approved of my plan, but would not look at the verses till I 
had done more. I have written about seventy. 



1 Mr. John Hunter. He married, four years, and Mr. Hunter beard 

November, 1817, a daughter of John hie wife's funeral sermon preached 

Young, Cisq. , of Bellwood Park, on the anniversary of their wedding 

Perth. Miss Yoong was a lady day in 1821. She left one daughter, 

of devoted piety ana fuU of good ' He paid this visit in the follow* 

works. Their union only iMted ing rammer; see farther on. 
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Fbom his fatheb. 

WUUm, March '6rd, 1818. 

My ever dear William, 

The being obliged to resort to the assistaiice of friends in 
pecuniary matters does not, as you well know, suit my disposition; 
but necessity has no law ; and a happy and providential circum- 
stance I consider it that we have real friends, as we have many 
times experienced,, and continue to find. An instance of this I 
am about to give you in the . generous conduct of my friend Mr. 

A , Not wishing to trouble Mr. B again yet, I put your 

letter into Mr. A 's hands this morning. He seemed much 

pleased with the probabilities it contained, and almost unsolicited 
made the offer of supplying your wishes in the manner you 
propose till midsummer, and drawing out his pocket-book placed 
the enclosed bank post bill before me, desiring that his kind 
remembrances and best wishes might accompany it. He added 
that he felt much interested in your success in life. This, you 
will agree with me in thinking, is well exemplified in his conduct, 
which, as I was unwilling to withhold from you, I give you to 
quiet your apprehensions of creating further uneasiness by your 
future application between this and midsummer, well knowing 
this will make no sort of difference in your plan of economy, as 
far as it is proper you should go. I trust the time will arrive, 
when we shall be enabled to repay our friends their pecuniary 
assistance.' The debt of gratitude can never be cancelled ! 

I am right glad to find that the Prize Poems also engross part 
of your attention. Success, we well know, is very uncei*tain ; but 
it is meritorious to try to deserve it 

To HIS FATHER. 

C.G.C.y Oxjord, March 5th, 1818. 
My ever dear Father, 

The handsome and generous conduct of our good friend 
does not surprise me : but it fills me with the liveliest gratitude 
to him for kindness which, though I can never sufficiently value, 
I trust I shall never forget, and to the Lord and Giver of all, who 

' Almost the first eamin^ of our gation to these two friends, whose 
oollegian after taking his deffree names are arbitrarily represented by 
went to pay off the peooniary olali- the letters used in the text 
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has thrown saoh ftiendfl in our way. The handaome remit&noe 
readied me thia morning. Aa I cannot better fill these pagea, 
having written bo hitely, I sabjoin my English verses. They are 
in their original unpolished state. Ck>mish has seen them, and 
so has the only other peraon I intend consulting on them in 
Oxford. I will give yon their strictures at some other time ; in 
the meanwhile I shall be anxious to hear yonr own as much at 
length as you can make it convenient to give them. I mean 
to let them lie by for a month before I make the intended alter- 
ations, and shall prosecute Titos With much more i^acrity having 
only one on my hands at a time. [Here follow verses on the 
Coliseum, for which see elsewhere]. 

My tutors procured me some b^utiful plates ' of the ruin from 
our valuable archives, which I wish I could conjure to Wilton 
for your inspection. 

To AN AUNT. 

(7.(7.(7., March VHh, 1818* 

Our coll^ examination took place yesterday 

morning^ and as I have been accustomed to notice these events, 
I shall just egotiBe enough to say the apfurobation and regard 
expressed for me by the fellows and tutors present could not bat 
excite my liveliest gratitude to Qod who alone can enable us to 
* gcow in favour with men. . . . Cornish and Tucker went away 
to^y, but return again in Easter week. Cornish has told our 
Vice-President Dr. Williams (who is a great connoisseur in these 
things) that I am employed in writing the Latin verse, and as 
soon as the poem is brought to its first conclusion he is to see it.' 
I heard this to-day, and as Dr. Williams is a tremendous sort of a 
critic (though a perfectly good-natured man) I am rather nervous 
about it. However I shall feel doubly called upon to exertion. 
Please to give my dear fiither the following lines. The literal 



1 Most likely Dyer's Rains of on the put of the College anthori- 

Borne, mentioiwd fiuther on. ties, in Univenity Priee Gompeti- 

'Mr. JiiBtioe Coleridge, as we have tions, was not held to be an inter- 
already noticed, recorda a similar feranoe with the independenoe of 
kindness of Dr. Williams towarda the exercises. One can conoeive 
him when he wrote eight years however that the practioe m^t 
before on PyrtMiides jSgwpUaecB, have been open to abase. 
This extent of sasistanne therefore 
ir 
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tranfdation is as follows — ''Death like a 'short jtath leads thee to 
etenial life, so that death is not a destruction but an entrance." 
By looking at the Latin he will observe a resemblance between 
two words in the hist line, in which the point of the epigram lies. 
This makes it (to me at least) particularly difficult to make a 
satisfactory translation. At his request howeyer I send an 
attempt* 

" Death, my soiil, like a soon-traTell'd way 

Goides thee to endless bemg, not decay. 

Fear not for life ! 'TwiU triumph o'er the tomb ; 

Death bids thee not resign it — ^but resume.*' 

These lines naturally lead me to notice the very melancholy 
intelligence contained in my father's few lines of this morning, I 
mean the death of Mr. Edwards.' You will readily believe the 
circumstance deeply affected me. I have had just acquaintance 
enough with him to make me wish I had known him earlier and 
known him more. It is matter of little consequence to me that 
he was held up by the unthinking to ridicule or dislike on account 
of his religion. I believe him to have been a true Christian, and 
(if the doctrines of our Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies are those 
of our church) a true churchman. I cannot but further say that 
if (as I believe was the case) he followed the dictates of his con- 
science, was of unimpeachable character, and did not by his 
eccentricities court it^ that very opposition and ridicule spoke in 
favour of the sentiments he professed, and ought not to excite the 
Christian's surprise, though it should excitei his sorrow. We have 
the words of our Lord Himself upon this subject — " If the world 
hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you ; " and 
those of the Apostle— '* Marvel not^ my brethren, if the world 
hate you.** 



> He was curate of Baventoke near 
Wilton, but resided in the nei|;h- 
bouring ?ilhige of Barf ord. We find 
this entry in Mr. Phelps's journal — 
" 1817, August 22nd. Dined with 
HawtrayatlSdwards'a" Mr. Phelps 
the father wrote from Wilton on 
March 13th« 1818— *' Poor Mr. 
£dinuds*s departure was indeed 
sudden. He continued perfectly 
sensible to his last moments, and 
being prohibited from speaking he 
wrois hia wishea, and, I hear, dic- 



tated the manner of his funersl, the 

Elace of his interment, ko. The 
ktter he desired nuffht be at ' Baver- 
stoke wiUi Ids pariuiioners.' Youiy 
Fulford, who comes here to school, 
brought word that his last words 
were — 'Christ is with me, and I 
am in fl^ory.* " 

I befieve that no person could be 
more highly esteemed : as a proof 
of which nearly one and idl of the 
inhabitants of Barford attended his 
remains, shutting their shops, &e. 
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We must also go where he ia gone, to stand before the jadgment 
seat of €k)d. May we, my dear aant> not knowing but that the 
awful summons may await us this very nighfc, make it of the last 
importance to prepare to meet our Ood. May we not be careful 
and troubled about many things, but mind that *' one thing is 
needful." May we fly for refuge to the hope set before us in 
Christ Jesua It will little profit us to have lived respectably in 
the sight of men, if we have not individually made our peace with 
Qod in the way He has appointed in the Bible. That we may 
read that Book constantly and earnestly, not as a mere duty, but 
as hungering and thirsting after food for the soul ; that we may 
continue instant in supplication for the gift of the Holy Ohost^ to 
lead us into all truth and guide us on the way to heaven, is the 
unceasing prayer of your most affectionate nephew, 

W. W. Fhilps. 



To HIS FATHXB. 

Oxford, March 27tk, 1818. 
My dearest Father, 

This morning I wrote the last line of my Latin poem, 
that is, for its first appearanca This has been the greatest under- 
taking I ever made and has occasioned me very considerable 
anxiety ; to know what reception it will meet with occasions me 
a still abiding anxiety, so that a little excursion that I have 
thoughts of making, by way of an Easter holiday, will be rather 
apropos. I have received an invitation to spend a day or two in 
Warwickshire with Mr. Smalley,' who was at Newton, and I 
believe I and his brother mount the coach to-morrow morning 
(Saturday) for that purpose. The distance is twenty-eight miles, 
so that I shall see a little of the country and hope I shall be 
benefited by it I return on Monday, and it is my intention, 



1 Rev. Cornwall Smalley, Corate 
of South Newton, north-west of 
Salisbnry, graduated at St. John's 
College* Cambridge in 1812. From 
1S16 to 1850 Rector of Bnules near 
Shipeton, at the southern extremity 
of Warwickshire. In 1850 became 
Incumbent of St. Matthews, Bays- 
water ; and we have been told by 

v2 



one who was acquainted with his 
ministiy here how much it was 
vslued ; it gave every one the im- 
pression of his being a humble- 
minded man, faithful and true. 
His brother George was Mr. Phelps's 
contemporary at Oxford, Commoner 
of Trimty. 
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after being reeroited with this little fhrlongh, to spend the next 
day or two in revising my Titus and putting him in the best 
position to appear before Dr. Williams. After that there will be 
about a month for polishing up both poems. . . . TituB mar- 
shalled his lines to the number of 212. I can't tell at all what 
to think of them. I am afraid they will' not be thought very 
Yirgilian. 

I am much pleased with your remarks on the Coliseum, that in 
particular with regard to a minute description deserves my utmost 
attention, and when I resume the attack I mean to bestow some 
pains upon it. I enter fully with you into your first observation 
of enlarging the vision, but have one insurmountable obstacle, that 
is, the poem is too long already. You are only permitted to 
recite fifty lines in the theatre; and though allowed to send in a few 
more they are always rejected afterwards in the successful copy. 
I have the authority of many preceding prize poems for not men- 
tioning the title earlier than I have done. The building had no 
roo^ so that by ' heaven's gate' I positively mean the skies. I 
shall alter 'unnatural race' certainly. Thus have I noticed all 
your remarka If any further should occur to you, particularly 
with regard to rejecting a few of the linesy it may be of the 
greatest service to mention them. 

This was a proud day for Corpus ! A merry peal of bells this 
morning announced that Jenkyns, ^ one of our scholars (second in 
the list above me) was elected Fellow of Oriel College after a 
severe contest. This reflects the highest credit upon him and his 
college, as the choice is decided entirely by merit, and is open to 
all the B.A.S in Oxford. The advantage to him, besides the 
honour, is that he procures a fellowship much earlier than he 
would have done had he remained here. This event of course has 
made a vacancy and raises me one degree higher on the list It 
also removes a mountainous difficulty out of my prospects. You 
will remember I hinted at the possibility of its taking place a few 
weeks ago. You see tM do great things ; but I fear / shall be 



^ Henry Jenkyna, Bath and Wells Durham Univenity, and in 1841 

Scholar of Corpua in 1813 : Doable Profeoaor of Dirinibr in the same. 

First CUm in Michaehnaa Term, In 1833 he edited for the Oxford 

1816 ; B.A. Jannmry 29Ui, 1817 : in UniverrityPre«CVtiamer'«i?eiiui«a9, 

1833 became Profeiaor of Greek in 4 vols, 8vo. 
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xaiher obBcnred by these splendours. I hope however that I 
shall be directed by the hand of Infinite Wisdom and prepared to 
meet with cheerfulness whatever its allotments may be. 

Fboii F. Robinson, Esq. 

Fenehurch Street, Mairck 28^, 1818. 
When I reflect upon the date of your last letter and 
then refer to its predecessor, I cannot but bethink me of the 
unreasonableness with which we usually indulge our taste for 
complaint and reproach. Be assured, my much valued friend, 
that during those three months my pen has suspended its most 
delightful exercise. Sufficient occupation indeed it ever has, but I 
can scarcely explain to you the pleasure with which, after toiling all 
day through technical instruments and formal indentures, I free my 
fettered mind and securely drive on without anxiety for precision 
or fear of quibble. Other friends indeed I have, and to them I 
sometimes write, and ever I believe with sincerity ; but it is only 
when my eye catches your name at the top that I feel completely 
emancipated from hesitation. My pen then runs on with a 
freedom and alacrity which would betray my thoughts if from 
want of confidence I wished to conceal them. Can you think 
then that I spontaneously abstain from an employment which of 
all others I love most) The cares of the world must veiy 
thoroughly invert the established order of my feelings, and I 
must be driven to a very severe alternative, if I ever am guilty of 
forgetfulness towards you. . . . 

If during the next few years I can discharge the duties of my 
situation without neglecting the more urgent calls of another 
more general duty, that of a Christian, and with tolerable comfort 
to myself, I feel pretty conscious that I shall then find little 
utility in building up schemes of life which are not destined to 
sufficient stability. It is indeed unaccountable how (my one, in 
the very rudeness of health, can remain unalive to the world of 
warnings around biuL But how wretched will be that man's 
reflection who has oairied about with him the monitor of his 
mortality unattended ta * A truce to such thoughts, lest I should 

' Mr. Eobiiison here refers to died at the age of fifty-two, when 
himself. He had tostm^^ with a his profeesioDAl prospeots were very 
measure diU-bealth all his hfe, and pxomisiiig. 



182 lAfe of Archdeacon Phdpa. 

undesigiiedly suffer 70a to mistake a serious for a qnemlouB mood. 
I hope, my dear Phelps, that 70a are prosecuting your studies 
with the success which industry both merits and gain& How long 
do you purpose remaining at the university) Tou are quite correct 
in supposing that Bingham's amended prospect ^ gave me infinite 
pleasure, and I trust that at the university he will experience the 
happiness which his past — shall I call them misfortunes ? — ^in some 
way entitle him to expect. His solitaiy residence at Twyford 
may perhaps have furnished him with that seriousness and decision 
of character which I should suppose peculiarly serviceable at the 
university. In reply to your question, whether I have ever 
ventured to introduce in my correspondence with him that one 
thing needful which shall never be taken away from its possessor, 
I must confess that the same culpable timidity which seldom is 
wholly banished but from a truly renewed mind has too closely 
restrained my pen on the subject. T have indeed (and who in his 
circumstances could noti) occasionally mentioned the improvement 
which his trials were intended to operate ; but have not, I fear, 
enlarged upon it, as a Ohristian might be expected to do. And 
yet I sometimes think that letters afford a more practicable 
opportunity for such purposes than oral communications. It is 
difficult (alas ! to me impractically difficult) to maintain that 
steady consistency of character, that holy government of the 
passions, whiuh is iudispensable if it is hoped that our words be 
attended with the desired effect. For I almost, nay I do, think 
that if the world, or any part of the world, discover that its 
lecturer is subject to the same peevishness, the same worldly 
mindedness, or the same frivolity, as the lectured, I verily think 
that the cause of religion is not only not promoted but actually 
prejudiced. How peculiarly necessary then is it for those who are 
comparatively eccentric in their ideas respecting their duty, to be 
constantly watchful that they adorn the doctrine of Qod their 
Saviour in all things, to put to silence the taunts and reproaches 
(if any such there be) of sinful men. More advantage will, I 
think, ultimately inue, from the life than from the speech of a 
sincere Ohristiaa ; — ^but perhaps after all I am imposing on myself^ 
and am vainly weaving extenuations or excuses for a silence which 

> He oiiiie into risidflnoe this yesr, on November lit, at MadgftlflA HalL 
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I fear has more of its origin in cowardice than discretion. I ought 
rather to pray myself into the Ohristian before I decide upon the 
prudence of his plans. 

I have heard from Pope, and am almost fearful that my 
taciturnity may offend him. I am afraid, my dear partial friend, 
that you have given him a description of me correspondent not 
with my reality but with your kind wishes. He addresses me 
very much more than 1 like as one who is decidedly ^*not con- 
formed to this world but transformed in the renewing of my mind." 
I utterly and sincerely dislike such a letter. It tends to give me 
an unreal, ungrounded, idea of myself, as being what I am not. 
Write to me indeed as one who knows the value of his soul, but 
who little more than knows. Do not, I besceech you, give me to 
believe that I am even such a one as may rest in happiness. Cry 
not ''peace," where there is no peace.^ 

I have seen Pope's verses, and have fr«ely given him my 
thoughts — ^tbat they are good — ^that they are likely to do much 
good to his fiBmiily and connections, and to smooth the difficulties 
of his road — ^for I am convinced that half the difficulty is sur- 
mounted when a man has the courage to speak out It is however 
a very difficult undertaking to give a connected view of the great' 
subject he has selected in verse, and I have sincerely told him that 
I do not think he has so completely succeeded as he would have, 
bad he been more copious in his notes. 



To HIS FATHKB. 

Oxford, AprU l^ 1818.; 
. . . . As you conjecture, I am indeed very busily 
engaged in frurbishing up my poems. It will gratify you to hear 
that the reception my Latin one has met with is of a truly 
flattering nature. I have Dr. Williams's note to Cormsh when he 
returned the verses, which I hope to shew you when we meet, 
However it is hardly right in me to mention this ; but I knew 
it would give you pleasure; and as to raising any sanguine 
expectations by so doing, I am sure you know too well the very 
uncertain nature of all these contests, and have too much respect 
for the talent and attainments of this large XTnivendty to suppose 

■Seepage 181. 
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1/tw mm m^mumt ilmt I Jionld be an mTineible ch i op i nn Bendety 
ffm mftt if9 know that the itniggle this yew is ei pec t ed to be per- 
MA^^Iii#ly imr4, am well on aoootint of the deUghtfol subject^ whoA 
mH Ut$9titi rfimiy men to write^ as of the grsnd mnacsl festivBl 
IImiA will iMka pisoe at the eommemoratbn, whoi the ptue 
$tH^tf*tt\li*f9m *r« reoitecL Oxford will be crowded to ezoeai from 
nil {mfU fit tlie kingdom. Sereral families I observe are hero 
9$lpm4y wImi Intend to reside thetenn. I mention this to suppresa 
«Miy iihad/iw of a flattering expectation that may have arisen. 
Wim/^w the result may be (as my friend Cornish observes) 
h mutii \m aatisfrotory to know that Dr. Williams is pleased 
WlM« tiMi iifoduotion, as he is our vice-president^ and will in all 
l^oljability mention the drcnmstance to Dr. Cooka For my own 
Ifi^vif i\m thought that the latter old gentleman should believe me 
U^ Imvo made aome use of my time amply oampenHates for the 
Kssiitr vacation. I am now giving all the time I can spare from 
My studies (which recommenced ten days ago) to the *' Destruction 
til Jerusalem.^ Dr. Williams wants (he says) a more dignified 
ckMe Instead of the last two Unes. Now you will readily ap- 
prsbMid that this same close claims my deepest attention, and 
•veftes no little anxiety; for '' All's well that ends well" f'iA, if 
tlN> beginning and middle are not bad). I have nearly done it| 
aod likewise introduced in an episode the dreadful and striking 
Ihct which fulfilled Deut. xxviii 56, 67 ; and have made some 
other alterations. With these I have taken considerable pains, 
and am eager to know the fiite of them. 

Now for a little of OoMaeam. The alterations I shall make 
In it will be chiefly in the way of reduction. • • , • My 
tntOTi both Hke my English ; and Tucker in particular, who has 
seen the Panorama of the Coliseum in London. These cizeum- 
slanoes are somewhat gratifying certainly, but I assure you tiiey 
are very trying and wish to make me deeplesB ; but I resolutely 
lake good exercise and go to bed early. My anxiety is not 
leawaed by knowing that some of my undeigraduate acquaintanowi 
have fondly and feoUahly formed expectations of me which I fear 
much will never be realised. However this I am conscious o( 
(hat their good opinions have been entirely unsolicited, and I shall 
never have to reproach myself with having voluntarily excited 
them.'' .... 
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To R T. P. Pops, Esq. 

Oxford, AprU 15th, 1818. 

. . . . 1 have of late seen much, very much, to 
humble me, and much to fill me with the liveliest gratitude. Hard 
and impenitent must my heart have been if it had not melted at 
the ioaight I have had into its deoeitfulness' and desperate wicked- 
ness. It is well said " Who shall know it ?" I am persuaded we 
shall never know it thoroughly till time shall end. . . . 

I heard yesterday from . ' He appears to be deeply 

impressed with the vitality of religion. Poor fellow ! he meets 
with opposition in his uncle's family; but I trust it will be 
sanctified to the refining of his &ith. He is much pleased at your 
writing to him. I also heard from Robinson lately. The cares 
and deceitfulness of the world seem to throng thick around him. 
I trust however the work has been b^gun. May the Lord of 
Grace preserve him 1 He is afraid (he says) that I have represented 
his spiritual progress to you as being more than it really is ; for 
you address him as though he were a decided character, whereas 
he Ib fiEur from it. I shall of course take occasion to urge the 
importance of striving to be such. — — ib here. He came to 
reside a fortnight ago at Exeter College. He is surrounded with 
many temptations to carelessness with regard to the one thing 
needful I have taken some occasions to speak to him. . . . 
Oh, that we may be the means of proclaiming the glad tidings of 
salvation! 

I have not had yet an opportunity of conveying your poems to 
Winchester ; but hope to have one shortly. 

To HU FATHEB. 

Caa, AprU VIA, 1818. 
• • . . I took more pains in revising the Latin 
venes than I could have suspected myself capable o£ You will 
rejoice to hear that as far as Dr. Williams's approbation goes I did 
not labour in vain. He says, '*I think the composition much 
improved, both in its force and the new points introduced." And 
Oomish and Mr. Hamer our Senior Fellow both say that the 

iThewnt«o£Janiiaf7lSfth,1818. 86epi«el66u 
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story of the mmataral mother (which I told 70a I had added) 
oontains the most spirited and polished lines in the whole poem. 
A few verbal alterations only remain to be made and then I shall 
transcribe it for the fray. 

Mr. Hamer, who likes my Ooliseum, says he thinks it probable 
my termination may be objectionable, as it may be considered not 
only too severe on the modem Italians, but also as lashing our 
English gents (Lord Elgin, <fec.) who have carried and are still 
carrying off the relics of antiquity. ^ Oormsh says that though it 
is a mere matter of taste, yet he is inclined to think with Mr. 
Hamer, and wishes (if possible) that I should quit the stage in 
good humour with the Italians and every one else. . . . You 
will find a few lines on this Amphitheatre in Addison's '^ Letter 
from Italy to Lord Halifax," in verse,' and in Dyer's *^ Buins of 
Rome." 

You will not, I hope, be under any anxiety on my account, lest 
I should flatter myself and so rush upon disappointment. I am 
not indeed stoic enough to profess an austere indifference to that 
repute so often bestowed by one breath and taken away by 
another. I should be exceedingly gratified at succeeding, and 
would omit no exertion in order to have a chance of it. But 
after all, I trust I have neither the vanity to suppose that success 
is very probable; nor the folly to rest my chiefest hopes and 
comforts in a thing so very uncertain. When intelligence of my 
fidlnre is brought in, I hope I shall be enabled ''to smile and say 
my all was not laid here." 



1 The Ozoniaa must have been jost here, we think:— 
taking a leal out of ChUde Harold 

** Bat most the modem Piot's ignoble boast, 
To ri^e what Goth, and Turk, and Time, bath spared." 

Canto the Second, PnUiahed 1812. 

t *' Immortal glories in my mind revive, 
And in my soul a thonsand pasnom strive. 
When Bome*8 exalted beantiea I deaoiy 
Magnificent in piles of ruin lie. 
An Amphitheatre's amamng height 
Here fills my eye with terror ana delight. 
That on tta pablio shows onpeoided &me 
And held nncrowded nations in its womb." 

Letter to Lord ffaUfa»^Addi9on'$ Worke. 
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To HIS FATHER. 

(7.(7.(7., Oxford, May I6thj 1818. 
. . . ^ Well! Mj &,te has been deoided, and a 
more able poet has been declared yictorioos.^ I do not however 
say with poor Othello, 

" O now for ever 
Farewell the nfiighiiig steed, and the shrill trump, 
The spirit-Btirring dram, the ear-piercisg fife." 

But rather, sinoe I am not able to distingaiah myself in this 
department of literature, I hope to betake myself with redoubled 
spirit to my &yourite classic authors, with a view to my Degree 
examination. With regard to my '' Rejected Addresses" it does 
not appear necessary that I should dilate upon them. Of the 
merits of the English you are a competent judge; and if the 
perusal of them has given you the least pleasure I can never be 
sorry for my trouble in writing them. With regard to my Latin 
attempt, it has experienced the most flattering approbation from 
judges who have seen it. This, and the improvement I met with 
in the composition, make me ample amends for having written. 
If I have not succeeded, I have only met with the fate that has 
awaited many of my superiors both in talent and advantages. So 
that upon the whole, if you want a bulletin of my health and 
feelings, it will run thus : — ^ W.W.P. is quite as well and com- 
posed as can be expected, and we doubt not but a few nights' rest 
and regular attention to his usual studies will entirely remove the 
slight symptoms of disappointment that may remain." .... 
I hope very soon to repose myself again, after a considerable 
though not a tedious absence, in the bosom of my fiiends. Our 
College Examination takes place on the 30th, and the festivities 
will be over by the Sling's birthday (June 4th}, but we shall not 
be allowed to leave college till the Monday following, June 8th. 

Fbok his fathxb. 

WilUm, May 16th, 1818. 

Although I find by your letter of Wednesday that your 

attempts have not been crowned with success, yet the oonsdous- 

^ Thomas Holden Ormerod, Fellow redting hii Doems at the CoDunemo- 

of New (College, and fonnerly of Win- ration, Mr. Ormerod went on a tour 

Chester. This year, as in 1817, both in Scotland, where he took a fever 

Prises fell to one man. Soon after and died.— Cbo^f ReooUeetiom, 
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nem of having done your best^ together with the approbation of 
those who are competfint judges of what Ib really good, and the 
advantages that have doubtlefls arisen to yourself from the requisite 
study, nay well induce us to exolaun with Milton-^ 

"What though the field be lost I 
All 18 not lost" 

For myself I am much pleased with your English verses, and hope 
on your return to receive an exact copy as delivered in: and 
while I am thankful to Providence for giving me a studious, 
attentive, and dutiful son, I by no means wish or desire that son 
to be a prodigy. Besides, I am not so totally unacquainted with 
the fiedlibility of human judgment as not to know that the very 
composition which one set of judges would reject, would have the 
palm of victory awarded to it by another, perhaps equally learned. 
I have little doubt but, with €k>d's continued blessing on your 
endeavours, the solid and permanent foundation you have laid by 
your vigorous and well directed studies will befriend you on 
occasions of fiir greater importance. 

Thank heaven, we are all well and long for the pleasure of 
again embracing you. Our garden, with the apple-trees in full 
bloom, looks beautiful : the moss-house, little parlour, &&, invite 
your return. 

I suppose the late riot at Winchester Ck>llege will prove a 
ruinous concern to some of the ringleaders. John, in a letter to 
his Mend Alexander, informs him that they were rallying in a 
body to their school for assistance when they were taken into 
custody by the soldiers. It seems that they do not break up till 
the 25tL Have you heard anything further xA Mr. George 
taking the school I ' 

Fbom F. Robinson, Esq. 

Fenehureh Street, May 26<A, 1818. 

That I should much like to see that ancient, loyal, and 

learned city of Oxford, is most true; that my wish to see it during 

the solemnity of a commemoration is still greater, is equally true ; 

and that my anxiety and determination to see it whUe it had the 

' See moTB on this farther on. 
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additional attraction of being the residence of my most esteemed 
friend, is most true of alL And now that I have bnilt np my 
climax, I will in the less imposing language of friendship express 
how sensibly I feel your kindness in endeavouring to render the 
gratification of those wishes undeniable by so ingenionsly antici* 
pating my probable objection. Bat there is nnfortonately no 
necessity for going into that part of the case. like those illos- 
trious shufflers in the Houses of Parliament, I must move what 
they call '' the previous question." Be assured no trifling difficul- 
ties would indace me to forego a pleasure which I have long hoped 
to realize. But when I reflect that the office is now involved in 
all the bustle of Trinity Term, I feel compelled most reluctantly 
to decline accepting your very kind invitation.' 

I had heard from Bingham that you had written for the English 
prise and that he had written for both. It certainly gives me 
a more elevated opinion of Oxonian |K>ets than I had before 
entertained now that I hear that you have made an unsuccessful 
competition for both. It certainly would have given me infinite 
pleasure to have congratulated you on your success. But it is 
luckily one of those failures attended with their own consolation. 
For if the star of the CoU^ at Winton has outshone the rival con- 
stellations on this occasion, you at least know that the improvement 
of your own talents frt)m the exerdse has been as great as if you 
had succeeded ; and though not crowned with the same immediate 
eclat, yet you have rendered yourself a more formidable antagonist 
for the next season. As you have inadvertently confessed leisure 
during the ensuing week, I am emboldened to request that I may 
have a copy of one or both of your tentamina, 

Fbox a frierb. 

Winton College, May Slat, 1818. 

• . . • I am overjoyed to find that you are really 

still what I hoped you were. Though our correspondence seems, 

I confess, for some time to have been dropt, still believe me 

I ever remembered with sincere regret our separation, as often 



1 The two friends however met in 1821 that Mr. Bobinaon aaw his old* 

Ixmdon, where Mr. PhelpB proceeded schoolfellow (accompanied with a 

for the first time on Jnne 8th. It third, Mr. Upton) at Oxford, 
was not until the same month in 
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as I chanced to cast mj eyes upon any of your lettem I have 
kept them all, I assure you, except some which my mother re- 
quested to have; for I shewed them all to her, and delighted 
indeed was she to find that I had at length met with such a young 
man as she was convinced from your letters you were. There are 
two or three other men at Oxford who very frequently write to 
me ; but I assure you I would readily throw away every letter of 
theirs for one of youra K you could but compare them together, 
you would be immediately convinced that I speak without exag* 
geration and that what I now say I really mean. I know that 
no one else reads my letters, or I would not speak thus ; for 
though I confess I would give up all intercourse and acquaintance 
with them all, to preserve your friendship, yet I am sensible that 
what they do, they do through kindness to me, and I am so £Bur 
truly grateful for it. But when I read their letters, I do not read 
them with so much pleasure as might be expected. Theirs is not a 
language which pleases me, for I know that it is not the language of 
true friendship to be continually pnusing me to my fieuse instead of 
reproving me in a gentle manner for any error they may discover 
in my conduct^ and of giving me candidly and sincerely their 
opinion on every subject. Do not, my dear Phelps, think this is 
meant for flattery. For I think very very often that there is 
nothing which causes disgust so much as flattery. 

I am heartily glad that you so strongly approve of my conduct 
There are some of my junior pnefects set up to cut me ; but I do 
not know whether it is not on the whole a good riddance, for they 
have by many other things shewn themselves to be blind head- 
strong fools. There is one comfort, that none of them can molest 
me, which you know would be very likely to happen at such a 
place as this, if they were more powerful than myself It gives 
me besides time for reading in quiet I am at present fourth 
senior prtafect^ and after this election shall be second, or very 
probably senior. As to the time of my going to Oxford, that is 
quite uncertain at present However I hope it may be as soon as 
possible. Bere and Ward senior have been gone some time. 
Awdry was not one of the rebels.* He desires to be remembered 
,to you. 

> See page 188. 
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You ask me what books I am reading. Our common lessons 
aire Horace's Satires and Epistles, Yirgil's Georglcs, JAvj^ Quincti- 
lian, dKX Bat our election business is what engages my attention 
most at present, and indeed I am angiy at myself for not having 
b^gun before, as I have but just began, and I doubt whether I 
shall be able to go through it perfectly in the remaining six weeks. 
We have to prepare for the electors Longinus On the Sublime^ 
twelve books of Homer ; two Greek Plays, one out of Sophocles 
— ^Philoctetes, the other out of Euripedes — Orestes. The First 
Book of Cicero de Oratore; and the Eighth Book of Livy. 
Besides we have to translate papers out of the Spectator, and 
some chapters out of Job into Hexameter verse^ without Diction- 
ary or Oradus or any other assistance. I am rather glad you put 
that question to me, as you will now see I have some excuse for 
not writing often during the remaining part of this term. How- 
ever if I can find time there are few things that will give me so 
much pleasura Believe me, my dear Phelps, 

Your affectionate friend. 



The Oxford Commemoration festivities, which included a 
performance of Handel's Messiah on June 2nd, were over on 
June 4th, the King's birthday. On the 8th ' Mr. Phelps 
paid his first visit to London, in company with Tristram. 
On the 16th he went over Westminster Abbey with Robin- 
son, and on the next day he accompanied Hunter to 
Brighton to spend a few days with him there. On the 21st 
he went to hear Mr. H. N. Pearson, now a Brighton clergy- 
man.' On the 19th he wrote one of his earnest letters to 
his beloved friend in Ireland, from which we extract the 
following passage. 



I «• June 8th. First went to Clapham and Brighton, and the 

London, with Tristram. Slept at half-sister of Henry Venn Elliott 

Hunter's (at HoUoway)." Mr. The latter did not commence his 

Phcdps*s jonmaL Brighton ministry till 1827, in which 

* He had been now a year at St. vear he opened St. Mary^s Chapel, 

James's ChapeL His wife was the founded by his father, 
daughter of Mr. Charles Elliott of 
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To & T. P. Po»^ Esq. (Oobk). 

Brightan, Jum 19ih, 181& 
By my caielesmeBS and conformity to the thingps about 
me, it would seem as if I thought I had abeady attained know- 
ledge and wisdom enough to cope with Satan's dcTioeSy and 
strength enough to support me in the hour of temptation. But 
if this be the case, why is a Christian represented in Scripture 
under the lively emblems of a wrestler, a racer, a warrior 1 We 
may here spiritualise our much respected tutor^s frequent remark 
— If on progredi ut r^edi ; and surely if it is applicable anywhere 
it is hera There is no standing still in religion. We must press 
forward to the mark We must wait still upon God. We must 
be content to find ourselves still wretched and miaentble and poor 
and blind and naked, and so look always with humble and &ithful 
dqwndanoe upon Him in whom it pleases the Father that all 
fulness should dwell. I cannot at all reconcile with Scripture, 
and certainly not with my own experience^ a Wesleyan hymn 
which I lately met with ; part of it ran something in this way — 

" I do not 6ght and straggle now, 
Bat trample upon mn." 

This of course is in complete consistenoy with their doctrine of 
perfection. I believe most thoroughly that our gradoua Je6u% 
who has overcome sin for us, does in many instances so far over- 
come particular corruptions in our worthless natures, that consider- 
able rest is given them, and they are enabled, in better strength 
than their own, to go on their way rejoicing. But then, if they 
go on, it IB still conquering and to conquer their struggling foes ; 
not, having conquered, to tramph upon them. No! Christ 
himself has indeed completely trampled under foot all the enemies 
of our salvation ; and not all the machinations or assaults of men 
or devils will ever pluck away his covenant people from the 
fruition of his covenanted glory. But I find in the Bible no 
encouragement to look for abiding peace here. I read that in the 
world we shall have tribulation, and I understand from many 
similar passages that Grod will humble the pride and self-confidence 
of man ; and though His redeemed are as safe as omnipotence can 
make them, as fietr as the assaults of sin and Satan are concerned 
He will keep them in jeopardy every honr they live. And is not 
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this mercy f Shoald we prize Chrint aright, if we could look with 
complacency on a store of grace (with reyerence let me say it) 
treasured up in ourselyes ? 

Afterwards, at Wilton, he heard from two old school- 
fellows, one criticising the defunct Latin poem, and the 
other mournfully criticising his own religious state. 



From F. Robinson, Esq. 
Fenchiurch Street j Momday nighty July 6<A, 1818. 
I will not commence with the mournful words of 
Anthony — 

** 1 come to bury Cnsar, not to praUe hinL** 

In plain prose I have perosed your Latin poem thrice with great 
pleasure.' I stc^ at that number, partly because it is poetical : 
partly because I find it one of those compositions which ** placebit" 
quamvis non decies repetita ; and partly because I am sure that if I 
had said thirty times, an author would still accuse the Bsotianity 
of a reader who could rest contented with that paltry smack. 

As to the scheme (which I consider the most difficult part) I 
Hke it much, and though the nocturnal commencement is not 
much more novel than Father Thames rising up from his " ooeru- 
leum cubile *' and spouting to the groves x>f Windsor, I am free 
to own that I think the effect is very good in the present instance. 
The first thirty-two lines I admire unconditionally, and would 
remark (were I not afraid of being upbraided as a courtier) that 
the contrast between Jerusalem in its throes and Jerusalem as 
seen ** sacro a vertice Pisgsa " is happily conceived and clothed 
with the proper mellifluousness of language and rhythm. I am not 
sure whether the succeeding comparison with the childless parent 
is surpassed in any Oxonian poem I ever saw. The idea is I 
think grand in point of analogy and not too obvious. May I add 
that in this instance also I think the rhythm admirably adapted to 
the subject? I assure you when I had finished it I Jram necetsUy 
bethought me of the Georgics. I scarcely know how to construe 
**proU recUum^" imless it is *' orphaned^'* I mean ''childless." 

^SmPocobs. 
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The next two paragraphs (among which I recollect a line on 
poor Pompej's headless trunk) appear a good deal too common to 
all sieges, which I will take the liberty of adding (by way of dis- 
playing my independence after my panegyric) appears to me a 
fjftult in your poem of no rare recurrence. 

The next paragraph I will not observe upon, save that I think 
it tame and (forgive me, Mr. Poet !) prosaic. 

The next three paragraphs, commencing respectively '' Scilicet 
hoc tempus,** " Dicite vos trepidse," and " Ah ubi," I like much ; 
except that I think the conclusion of the first, ^' Immo immane," 
drc, harsh and abrupt. 

The stanza '' Heu fugiunt " I think good and well expressed. 
I doubt however whether you might not more powerfully have 
availed yourself of what Josephus (if I recollect rightly) has 
recorded. I mean the voice heard in the temple saying <* Let us 
depart.** 

The next thirty-nine lines I should like you to have compressed 
into nine, as being applicable to all battles, and much too redolent 
of blood and battering rams and other warlike accoutrements. The 
lines on the Temple are more particular, but not so efficient as it 
is clear they might have been made by the author of the com- 
parison above extolled. The latter part I think very good, and 
cannot help, by way of amende^ remarking upon your address to 
Titus ; whereas most of your geniuses would have talked only of 
his head being surrounded with laurel and his heart being divided 
between bravery and clemency. ^' Divino," (fee, is a good ending. 
Indeed I forgot to observe in my way that those lines '' Scilicet 
hoc tempus venturum *' (fee, appeared to me out of their place and 
that they naturally were meant for the conclusion \inless that 
place were occupied by the present state of the Jews, concerning 
which you have only one line— perhaps judiciously on account of 
the triteness of the theme. 

I have, you see, remarked very freely, and perhaps hypercri- 
tically, or rather %/>ocritically (I mean Viro infra). I might with 
more justice and reason have dwelt upon the beauties of your 
poem, in which indeed it abounds. But I am sure you will not 
give me cause to exclaim with Gil Bias '* Le moyen d' appaiser un 
auteur irrite." The chief fault I find with it is on account of its 
having so many lines on battle and too applicable to sieges in 
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general. Coleridge says that bis schoolmaster used to paste up 
a list of comparisons, quotations, and examples, which no boy was 
permitted to use. I should have blocked up the article ** bellum." 



From an old schoolfellow.^ 

July 3l8t, 1818. 
I am quite unable to assign any reason why I have 
delayed writing to you for so long a period, but all things are 
against me and I do not know which way to turn myself for the 
purpose of setting myself right. Since your last letter I have 
been getting every day more careless and indifferent about eternal 
things, and now my last state is ten thousand times worse than 
my first. And what is the reason 1 I really cannot tell you. 
But that you may have some faint idea how I am wasting my 
precious time, I will just give you the following comparison. 
Before I had any thought about religion, my way of spending my 
day was as follows : — rose early, read a chapter of the Bible with 
pleasure (though I must confess without understanding it), took 
a walk before breakfiaist accompanied with some favourite author 
and seldom missed gaining some information before sitting down 
to my meal ; after breakfast punctually attended to my business, 
and if any leisure time read some law book. In fact I never 
knew what it was to have an idle moment I was always 
employed and never failed devoting an hour in the evening to 
some religious book. But still I can say something against this, 
imposing as its appearance may be. At that time I must confess 
I thought myself good, my prayers were all heartless, my confes- 
sions deceitful, my thanksgiving without any sense of gratitude. 
I was a complete formalist. But look at me now. I am become 
quite lazy and indolent ; stop in bed late, just give myself time 
to utter a few words by way of prayer (although perhaps they are 
spoken in some measure from my heart) and then come down 
stairs to breakfast. If I have nothing to write I am miserable, for 
I am quite tired of religious books, and yet feel as if I should 
not take up any other ; and so I pass a whole day without ever 
opening a book of any sort, without thinking, without prajdng. 
I have been nearly two years at Tadcaster and have only another 

1 The writer of January 12th, 1818. f^ p^P 186. 
o2 
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to stop, but know nothing of mj profeasion. I am miserable, and 
jet how often to pass away an anhappy hour do 1 go into the 
conpany of those for whom 1 have no esteem and whose oonyer- 
sation is wretchedly unprofitable. 

And have I no bright side to look at after contemplating this 
truly mournful picture of myself) I feel I ha^e no knowledge of 
Qod, I feel as dark and ignorant as it is possible for human 
creature to be. I know my condition is not right, but still am 
not half anxious enough to have it exchanged for a better. I 
should like to have this detestable " old man '' put far from me 
and to be clothed with the '^ new man ; " but still all my ideas 
about religion are confused and distracted, ever changing, some- 
times elated, sometimes miserably desponding. All the bright 
prospects that I had formed of leading a useful life soon vanished out 
of eighty and nothing but a dreary futurity presents itself on 
eveiy side. Tou and my dear brother, from whom I heard the 
other day, are improving yourselves daily in some necessary 
acquirement, while I am a barren unprofitable tree. O my dear 
friend, friendship is always a blessing to me, but never will it be 
more so than now, if you who know something more of this 
*^ naughty self" than I do will advise me how to act, and what to do. 

Oh how I long to see you 1 But anxious as that wish is, I 
often pray that we may never meet unless both Chriitiam. But 
my good impressions are fading away, and I have no friends here. 
All are. cast in a difierent mould and I am afraid lest I am 
acquiring their ways. Tell me more of yourself and what you 
are doing, and what you are going to be. It will, I think, tend 
to cheer me up. I am in a very unhappy state when alone. I 
should like to spend a week or two in retirement with you. But 
that is impossibla Write to me very soon : excuse my weakness 
and believe me to be your affectionate, Ac, dec. 

A few days afterwards he received the following from his 
old master, which indicated but a drooping condition in 
poor Hyde Abbey school. A hint in a former letter' has 
prepared us for this. 

iSeepagelSS. OnMay29tb»1818, Speaking, on aoooimt of aome of the 
Mr. Phelne'e father wiitee— '* John boys behaving diareepectfully to the 
teUsnieuiey sraiiottobaveFabUc Qaatenl" 
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Pbom Rev. G. P. Rxchabm. 

WincheateTf August 7tk, 1818. 
My dear Sir, 

In expectation that by ireah exertions and some jadicions 
arrangements the respectability of Hyde Abbey school may be 
supported and the establishment remain in the fieimily, I have 
relinquished my situation in Leeds. My department is the sdiool. 
I am very anxious to obtain a gentleman of talent, of piety, of 
regularity, of good conduct, to assist me. I imagined that Pope 
might not, for a short time at least, be unwilling to give me his 
service. I ventured to write to him, and if my direction was 
correct I shall hear from him shortly. Should I fail in this 
application, could you point out any person who might meet my 
views! I believe your engagements at Oxford are such as to 
preclude you from at present entering on tuition. Perhaps how- 
ever you might be able to assist me until I can find out a suitable 
coadjutor. *I certainly should prefer a scholar of Hyde Abbey to 
any other. Perhaps when your brother returns, you may accom- 
pany him, so that I may have an opportunity of speaking to you 
more fully. 

Nothing came of this application to Mr. Pope, although 
for the moment his old friend indulged the dream of his 
coming to England and of their meeting once more.' It 
appears from a circular issued at this juncture that Mr. 
Charles was prevented by his clerical duties acme miles 
away* from bestowing all the time and thought so absolutely 
required in a head-master. Mr. George in consequence made 
an attempt to occupy that responsible position, but the 
climate of Winchester still continued as of old' to disagree 
with him, and a failure in his health compelled him to 
abandon it once more after a trial of some weeks. Mr. 
Zillwood likewise retired this sunmier. Mr. Richards senior 



' They did nut meet until the year wise (whether at this time or sonie- 

18S2. what later) rector of Knnney near 

'He waa vicar of South Stoneham Frome, where however he did not 

near Sonthampton, a living which reiide. 



he held till hit death. HewasUka- •8eepage35. 
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therefore, at the age of sixty-five and after about eight 
years from his former relinquishment, once more led the 
school, assisted by his eldest son and likewise by an Oxford 
First-class man,^ the Rev. John Williams of Balliol. 

Mr. Phelps remained at home for the rest of the long 
vacation," giving daily tuition at Wilton House to Lord 
Pembroke's youngest son, a boy of eight, the Hon. Sidney 
Herbert; and on October 10th he returned to Oxford to 
commence the last year of his undergraduateship. 

From F. Robinson, Esq. 

Highgate, October Uth, 1818. 
The middle of the summer I enjoyed with infinite satis- 
faction in the romantic scenery of the Isle of Wight, the beauties 
of which widely exceed all that my imagination had anticipated. 
But as there is no chance of my giving you even a tolerable sketch, 
it will perhaps be more charitable in me to presume that you have 
actuaUy visited the charming original' And now I find mjrself 
at leisure to converse with my dear Phelps, I feel myself so 
extremely chagrined that I am more disposed to whine out a 
lamentable elegiad than answer your cheerful merry pen in corres- 
ponding tones. My calamity is this. On Monday evening some 
abominable villain entered our house in Essex Street, but was 
providentially interrupted by a servant before he had completed 
the scheme of his campaign. The only article which we have as 
yet entered among the missing is my writing desk, for which 
(exclusive of its value, and I cannot replace it for ten pounds) 
I entertained a particular esteem — it was the gift of a particular 
friend, and contained everything which I wished to preserve. It 
is certainly the most plaguy event, considering its dimensions, 
that could have be£edlen me, and I would with pleasure have paid 
the scamp forty guineas in lieu of his booty. I am afraid your 

1 In Euter Term 1814. ^'Sept 22iid. Evening prayer 

* Among the entries of bis journal first time with my mother and 

we find— Jane." 

" July 23rd. Slept at Broad- 9 He did not accomplish this visit 

chalk." until 1833, after he had become a 

"August 17th. Sidney Herbert, married man and a prosperous Har- 

firm time." He was vacation row master. 

pnpil again at Christmas. 
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" Coliseum *' and " Hierosolyma expugnata "* were among the 
unfortunate prisoners at the time. Tou must therefore chuckle 
at your ease in free and quiet enjoyment of the last word. I 
should not however be quitting the stage with the becoming con- 
sistencj of a critic, did I not persist in saying that *' I continue of 
the same opinion." The most annoying circamstanpe attending 
a loss of this nature is that you are daily recollecting fresh aggra- 
vations of your loss : everything that occurs reminds you that 
''such or such a thing was in the desk." 

I sincerely hope you are pursuing your accustomed avocations 
on your return with your accustomed assiduity. I need not say, 
my dear friend, that you have not a person in the world, uncon- 
nected by nature, who will hail more joyfully any success attending 
those studies. If indeed we be both spared here, with what 
pleasure can I drive my anticipation onward, till I see us both 
advancing, as far as advancement be profitable, in this life, with 
a friendship undiminished by the rivalries, unforgotten in the 
anxieties, which attack and too often demolish the less surely 
cemented engagements of early life. May I hope that our con- 
nection has been sanctioned by an open ingenuousness on all 
subjects, which will ensure its continuance here, until it be 
sublimed in a better place. 

To HIS FATHEB. 

C.C.C'., Oxford, October I7lh, 1818. 
I have now been a week here. . , . . Eveiything 
about me seems to find its level once more, and it is with pleasure 
I add that everything is equally satisfactory and promising. 

I called on our Rev. old President the day after my arrival, 
who welcomed me in his usual hearty way. I think I never saw 
him looking better. Since then we have all of us been favoured 
with a view of his elegant vase with which the King of Prussia 
presented him. It is of the finest Berlin porcelain, about a foot 
and a half high, in the shape of the chalice at church. On one 
side is a very correct portrait of His Majesty ; and on the other 

iThis may have been the only copy now extant among the arch* 

perfect copy of the ''Hierosolyma, deacon's papers is a roo^ one with 

although Mr. Robinson evidently marginal corrections. 
does not imagine this ; as the only 
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of tbe cztT of Bttfia^ m wmmSJ, yet m ■dwinHj 
^!^2igdi and cQii i| ir fj ifT > c i 7T ig ao BDMiky t^tt job 
jBk idea cf its beantr viiboat aaeizuF iL Tke 
dM gjMing and ookmr (partiralariT a fiae Piiiwiiii poea) 



1 



I need not aaf laj tvo tatoa AoA kands viik se Toy 
eordiall J. Their kindpf to aiie kas indeed been vaiCocH^ and 
tbank God I aee no leaaon at preaoit to apprekend iti dSmimitaQn. 

Our eoHege is reiy full now. We kair f oor fariiMy two new 
adiokn^ and two exLibinoneia. Tbe rifcrifln of tbe junior 
acbolar took |'j4aee jesterdaj after tbe nsoal miainaliiai Xbcre 
were aeren fan<ii<1alfa Six poor £^ows were of oomae dia- 
appointed. The sight of tbem afterwards oonld not bat fordblj 
bring to mj remembranoe what a pang I was spared fay tbe 
biesnng of Proridenoe. The other scholar, elected in tbe Tacation, 
is a yrerj clerer joung man and promises to do our ooUege tccj 
great credit. Of tbe two exhibitioners one was at Mr. Bidiards's 
with me' .... the other is a son cf Coleridge tbe poet' 
He conies from Eton and a Terj clerer fellow be is. ... . 

I did not mention in m j last that when I was at Wbitdmrdi 
on mj waj hither I walked over to LaTcrstod: Mills where the 
note p^)er for the Bank of England is mannfiuctarBd. The 
morning being so fine I eo joyed myself exoeedin^y, for I do 
snppoae that the Tillage and the grounds aroond it oonstitate one 
of the most beantifol q>otB in the kingdom. I was indited for 
the treat to yonr Cydopaedia, which under the head * Whttchuidi ' 
stated that the Bank Mills were about two miles distant I could 
not help moralising a little at my own inaction, who had been 
accustomed to mope about Whitchurch waiting for the coach and 
exclaiming against it as one of tbe most uninteresting of all plaoesy 
whereas half an hour's walk would bare removed me from the 



> Pretented by Frederick-Williaiii *BiefaaidMeHiter. 

in. Kiagof PrnKb, in memory of > Mr. Ed wmrd Coleridge (a joirager 



hie TiRt to Ozfonl in eampany with brother of the judge) vis the son of 
the Emperor of RunU mod the Prince the poet's brother. Colood Ji 



B^geot, with their distinguished Cdlendge. He took a Seoond Oms 

siutee, Jmie 13th, 1814, on which in Miduiehnas Tenn. 1821. He 

ocoMaoo his PrnasiaaMsjee^ lodged became a FeOow of Eton and is 

at Corns. The vase is stifi, ss we now Sector of Mwolediirfaam near 

are nforaed, p r taci t td in the lt#i>ii«ig 
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object of mj disgust and introduced me to new scenes of variety 
as pleasant as are to be met with anywhere. 

The Archduke Maximilian ^ was here yesterday and I saw the 
degree of Doctor of Laws conferred upon him 



To HIS BROTHER JOHN. 

Oxford, October 19eA, 1818. 

. . . . I now send, for your contribution to the 

school bookcase, two volumes of the Oxford Prize Poems, which I 

hope will be considered an appropriate present, and as handsome 

as will be expected from you. .... 

I am anxiously expecting to hear, my dear fellow, of your im- 
{Hrovement Remember you began study rather late in age, so that 
two-fold exertion is necessary in order to make up for time that is 
lost And consider for what the exertion is to be made. See if 
it is not worth much greater sacrifice of time and labour than you 
will be called on to make. Is not your grand motive (and it 
should be the chief consideration of us all) to obey the commands 
of God, who enjoins us to be '' not slothful in business,'' and to 
shew by your obedience to His word that you have the fear of 
Him before your eyesi Is it not your object to please your 
affectionate parents, and to let your profidenoy in your learning 
shew that their hard-earned money was not expended upon you in 
vain 9 Have you no ambition to be classed among those happy 
youths who in every age have begun a life of virtue and reputation 
by separating themselves from the common run of boys, and by 
applying themselves with an unjrielding constancy to lise pre- 
eminently above their schoolfellows in every single branch of their 
school duty ? Oh ! my dear John, if you knew (as I know) how 
much you have it in your power to do ; and if you could see (as I 
have seen in many instances) how small the unpleasantness and 
inconvenience of hard fiigging appear when compared to the 
satiBfieustion and advantage that result from it ; you would from 
this moment give yourself indefatigably to your books. If you 
have a lesson to construe, let it be your active concern to know the 
derivation and true meaning of every word, with the application 
of every grammar rule. If you have to repeat^ let it be yonr 



The ouacoessf ul defender of Vienna agsinst Nspolaoii in 1^09. 
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ambition that no boy in the class shall say his lesson so flaently. 
If TerseB are to be done, stick to them the whole of the appointed 
time ; and whenever jou have been really diligent in doing them, 
you most not be discouraged thoogh they are not mnch approved of. 
I am sure I shewed up ^ve hundred verses before I did five good 
ones. Let every failure stimulate you to greater exertion, and 
rest assured your improvement will undoubtedly follow, and all 
your pains be amply rewarded. Keep all the Latin verses you do 
in a book, which I shall examine with jiarticular interest (and I 
hope pleasure) at Christmas. 

To HIS BROTHER. 

Oxford, October 29<A, 1818. 
I congratulate you on being in the Second Part. When 
J went into it there were forty-five members ; now I understand 
there are but fifteen. So much the better, as many of them must 
be much more advanced than yourself^ and I hope you will desire 
to overtake them alL If there were no difficulty in so doing, 
there would be no honour ; and I have lived long enough to know 
that if you are resolutely fixed on doing so, notwithstanding it 
may cost you incessant labour, you will succeed eventually, not 
only to the surprise of your competitors but also of yourself. I 
am happy in having been able to procure you the Latin Verse 
Psalms. ' They are very pretty, and I hope you will think, as I 
do, that the edition is a particularly nice one. My ** Bourne's 
Poems " is at your service. I would not of course give it away, 
as it was a present from Mr. George. Ton cannot bring me home 
a better Christmas-box than the pleasure I should derive from 
hearing you oepeat Gvlidmus Susanna valedioenSy Latin and £n- 
lish, from Bourne's Poems.' 

To HIS FATHER. 

Oxford^ Xovember 3rrf, 1818. 
. . . . My friend Bingham is here. He came up 
for regular residence at Magdalen Hall last Saturday, when I gave 
him a hearty shake of the hand as you may well imagine. 

1 Arthur Jonston's PmUmi David- tion ; bom 1587, died 1641. 

io, printed by William Bowyer, ' Vinoent Bonnie, Usher of West- 

1742. Arthur Johnston or Jonston minster School, died Dec 2nd, 1747. 

was » Physician distingmshed for His Latin poems were great favour- 

Um liiflgri*^^ of his Latin versifica- ites with Cowper. 
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I saw Mr. Zillwood here last week. He came for the purpose 
of entering a gentleman who is now under his tuition. He 
brought me a letter from John. I trust from the account John 
g^ves of himself that he is going on satisfactorily. I have sent 
him several of my old school-books, which I have told him to 
consider his own. I want him to pride himself on his books, 
and on keeping them in good order. .... 

Has Robin Hood said his Latin grammar pretty regularly ? I 
shall soon see when I come home. I left him going on pretty 
welL To be sure he won't fedl back 1 How goes on Susey's 
French tool 

My flowers are arranged in two of my windows in a dozen pot& 
They do not, it is true, make a great figure, but there is only one 
that I think is dead. The dittany appears to be in the greatest 
vigour. Tell Jane and Ann that Bingham has brought with him 
some very tasteful chimney ornaments, done by Wilhelmina, Cle- 
mentina, and one other " ina." 

Fhom F. Kobdtson, Esq. 

Fenchv/rch Street, November 2Uh, 1818. 
My dear Phelps, 

Our last letters, I believe, crossed each other on the 
road. Now whatever opportunity such a circumstance might in 
the hands of a Frenchman afford for com]x>sing many elegant little 
prettinesses, take notice I entirely disclaim all and every such 
minanderies. I will even forget that I am by anticipation 
a special pleader, and that I might in that character contend 
that this letter is perfectly gratuitous on my part, seeing that it 
is so uncertain whether I did not vnite last My dear Phelps, 
I am too sensible of the pleasure your correspondence affords 
me, too much interested in cherishing that means of preserving 
a connexion, the loss of which would, believe me, be in some 
sense desolating. I am too womanly sincere in my regards to 
want at any time another stimulus to my pen than leisura 
But the very sight of that very word ''sincerity,'' reminds me 
that it is one of those inauspicious words which may be accused 
of suicide. Their very appearance in a letter is supposed to 
evidence their expulsion from a nobler residence, and therefore 
Je me didis de UnUeM ehoH$. Have the goodness to consider 
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the precediiig unsaid, if so you wish,— suppose that I had not 
been guilty of transgressing the landmark of Crerman phl^;m, — 
and then exult^ my lad, upon having one of the most selfish and 
coldhearted fellows for your Mend that can be deemed necessary 
to form a " genius." Did you ever read Morian 1 He is modest 
enough to say, '^Moi — Je me oonsolerai de n'avoir point du 
G^nie." But without displaying any great acquirements in a 
foreign tongue, I trust we know each other too well now to 
attempt assuming a new character. If I am all blarney now, I 
was so when first we came into contact and you took me for better 
and worse. That certainly is not an argument likely to produce 
acquiescence ; but after all it is the only argument to which the 
majority have or choose to have access. I on the other hand 
necessarily resort to another piece of reasoning, equally popular 
with the former, and very little more satisfactory, I mean 
''Hobeon's Choice." The circle of ceqiuUes with whom I am 
acquainted is so small, and is so much further diminished by 
difference of pursuit and sentiment that I must (don't you pity 
such a compulsion?) betake myself to you and exclaim in the 
words of " Aut Caesar aut nuUus," — Ciesar, Le. Phelps. .... 
[Having to mention "self-ignorance " he proceeds.] " I am per- 
suaded that more inconsistencies in Christian life, more extrava- 
gancies in social life, and more unhappiness in private life result 
from this principle than from any imaginable cause. We enter on 
a course of action or a train of thinking or of feeling which in 
themselves we deem innocent, and we do so without alarm, because 
we rely on our determination to renounce them as. soon as we 
approach the limit which bounds their supposed neutrality. But 
we do not calculate on the difiiculty of tearing ourselves from a 
confirmed habit. We do not fitly estimate the nature of the 
necessary revulsion. Poor Romilly,* than whom a stronger headed 
man would scarcely be found, is indeed a lamentable proof how 
completely we lose self-government when we once give the rein to 
our feelings, without a proper knowledge of their power. And is 
it not also extremely difficult amid the distractions of life to 
maintain a tolerable acquaintance with ourselves) You liave 
perhaps freer opportunities of acquiring this at the University 

> Sir Samuel Bomilly bad recently died by his own hand, Nov. 2iid. 
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than falls to the lot of many. Instead of being habituoBly sur- 
rounded and having only occasional intervals of reUremerU^ yon 
reverse the tables. It is indeed most difficult to preserve any 
thing like a settled spirituality of mind in the bustle of active life. 
One can indeed abstain from the grosser imTnoraUHes of the 
fasHons; but I am sometimes amazed, on recollection, to find 
how inconsistent and irregular one's system niust be^ unless a 
regular calculation of the ''cost *' be previously made. I sometimes 
look forward to the time when my movements may not be fettered 
by any such incumbrances. This is what we constantly resort to. 
We console ourselves for present defects by prospects of future 
excellencies. But such delightful visions are too obviously des- 
troyed by the reflection that our temptations hereafter must for 
certain, in some respects, be more formidable than they are at 
present. 

I have been reading during the vacation a book with which I 
doubt not you are perfectly familiar, '* Wilberforce on Christi- 
anity,'*' and I am sure that if you are feuniliar with it yon must 
also be pleased with it. It is one of those books which appear 
expressly calculated to supply an hiatus in Christian literature, 
insomuch that one wonders the design had not long before 
occurred to some competent mind. 

You said, when we met last spring, that you intended reading 
some of Hannah M ore's books. I recollect there was a little 
difference of opinion on her subjects between us. Have you 
redeemed your word ? I myself greatly admire her '' Caolebs,** ' 
on the same principle chiefly that I also admire the *' Velvet 
Cushion," ' as £ikr, that is, as the latter book can be considered as 
the history of the good old vicar. I admire them both because 
they place religion in a winning cUtiiude. They refute the very 



> WiIberforoe*8 Praetkdt View is 
meant, published April 12th, 1797. 
It wu now a popular voluma To 
thia, more than to any one work, 
(though Hannah More's pen was 
working BucceBsfuny in tne aame 
direction) mnat be attributed the 
deliverance of the upper classes of 
Rw gliah society from those poor 
views of the Christian religion 
which were little better that a dis- 



guised Socinianism or Paganism. 

'Published December, 1808, in 
two volumes, 8vo. 

• A sort of Tale, by the Rev. J. W. 
Cunningham, Vicar of Harrow. A 
pulpit cushion was made to relate 
an account of the various kinds of 
divinity which had reposed on, and 
been preached from it. It had a 
considerable popularity and was in 
its seventh edtiion in 1810. 
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idea which Lady Belfield (vide Cselebs) herself entertained; I 
mean that mLsconoeption in which the worldly man is so accus- 
tomed to triumph over religion, namely that the pious man is 
a morose, churlish, distempered, dissatisfied being ; that if indeed 
godliness has the promise of the world which is to comcy she has 
not that of this world. My dear Phelps, I am acquainted (I 
regret to say it) with very few Christian &milies. But I have 
ever observed that those families who are what is termed " metho- 
disticar' and whose retirement and dulness is compassionated, 
enjoy happiness as fax above the dissipation of the irreligious, as 
their lives are more useful and respectable. At the same time, 
there is certainly danger lest being allured by a fallacious ex- 
pectation of undisturbed joy on earth, people should enter upon 
a change of life with wrong conceptions and consequently on 
unstable foundations. 

I have certainly very far outstepped the line I sketched out for 
myself. I have done very much more than assure you of my 
remaining 

Your sincere and affectionate friend, 

F. R. 

From the Rev. J. Randall. 

Almeley Vicarage, November 21th, 1818. 
I feel particularly obliged for that confidence you place 
in me, and for the truly Christian freedom which you evidenced in 
your last letter. The communications you make would much 
alarm me, were I not depraved myself; but from the course of 
experience God has brought me through with respect to my own 
heart as well as the lives of others leaves me no room to say — 
'* Stand by for I am holier than thou.** Did you know all, as God 
knows, with respect to my heart even after regeneration, you 
would pray for me instead of asking advice. Though I am sorry 
to hear that you had not faith enough to stem the torrent of 
worldly pleasure, yet if we are any of us overtaken in a fault, let 
us, as the primitive Christians did, restore one another in the 
spirit of meekness, and endeavour by prayer to imbibe more of 
the spirit of Christ, who could say again and again " Go, and sin 
no more.'' The situation you were in at your uncle's was a tiying 
one, and required great grace to act aright. Therefore every true 
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believer, I am persoadedy would be ready to throw oyer your 
£edliiigs the mantle of forgiveness and compassion, and to pray 
*Hhat your faith may not fail in a future day." Would it not, 
think you, be better not to go into the way of temptation, and to 
decline visiting in parties where cards are introduced V 

It has pleased Ckxl to bless my ministry here far beyond my 
expectations, and nothing would reconcile me to the excessive 
retirement of a village life alone, were it not the encouragement 
God gives me in the ministry. For a long time I kept the great 
privileges of a believer out of sight in my sermons, either from 
supposing them capable of perversion, or of their being strong 
meat instead of milk for babes, of which my little flock principally 
consists, it being only an infant church. Few of them ever got 
lasting comfort and did not appear to grow. But lately, having 
spoken freely of the privileges of the believer derived from th^ 
blood of Christ, a decided alteration has taken place. 

I shaU be glad when you are permitted to speak in your 



iSee page 140. The real need 
of scrupalousness upon this point 
which lay upon the consciences of 
these two Christian men is well 
illustrated by a passage from the 
Ufe of the Hev. Thomas Scott, than 
whom there is not in the range of 
biography a better example for 
manly and sensibly piety. In the 
former part of his life he had been 
exceedingly fond of cards, but had 
lost all relish for this diversion after 
he ha<l become an earnest Christian. 
•*1 however" (he writes) ••occa- 
sionally joined in the game, from 
an idea that too great preciseness 
miffht prejudice my neighbours ; 
and I was then of opinion that there 
was no harm in the practice, though 
it seemed a frivolous way of spend- 
ing time." He then relates that 
on once visiting among his poorer 
parishioners a seriously minded 
person ventured to mention a cir- 
cumstance to him, hoping it would 
not give offence. Then follows a 
statement about A.B. who had 
lately appeared attentive to religion, 
and hau even spoken of the sacra- 
ment, but getting into a Christmas 
party had joined in cards and 



quarrelled even to riot, and when 
remonstrated with for his unchris- 
tian behariour had retorted — ' ' There 
is no harm in cards. Mr. Scott plays 
at cards. " The pastor hearing these 
words was smitten to the heart. 
••I saw" (he writes) ''that if I 
played at cards, however soberly 
and quietly, the people would be 
encouraged by my example to go 
further ; and if St. Paid would eat 
no flesh while the world stood 
rather than cause hia weak brother 
to offend, it would be inexcusable 
in me to throw such a stumbling 
block in the way of my parishioners, 
in a matter certainly neither needful 
nor expedient. So far from being 
offended at the hint thus given me, 
I felt very thankful to my faithful 
monitor and promised her that she 
should never have occasion to repeat 
the admonition. " That very even- 
ing he n*lated the whole matter to a 
company of friends whom he was 
visiting and declared his fixed reso- 
lution never to play at cards again. 
" I expccto<l that I should be harassed 
with solicitations ; but 1 was never 
asked to play afterwards. ** 
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Sayioux's name. But at present it requires more grace for yon to 
be silent. If yoa could spend part of your long vacation with 
me, and in some way assist me before you entered the vineyard, 
how glad I should be. There is a burning and a shining light at 
Hereford; a senior wrangler, £3000 a year and great grace.' 
Nearly two hundred souls have received the word. But I fear 
the relation of those things will almost make you scale the 
prison waUs of 0.0.0. You are a prisoner in one sense, but yet 
a " prisoner of hope." 

Adieu, Qod bless you and keep you firom falling and present 
you £Biultles8, &c., is the prayer of one who is a debtor to mercy 
alone. J. B.' 

From the Rev. H. B. Tristram.' 

LcUhom Houuy December 20th^ 1 81 a 

I have delayed longer than usual to answer your last. 

. . . . To-day I preached in the morning at the Parish 

Ohurch at Ormskirk. I went over about an hour before the 



t This probably refers to the Rev. 
Henry Gippe, of 8t John's College, 
Cambridge, senior wrangler and 
first Smith's Prizeman in 1807. St. 
Peter's Church, Hereford, to which 
the Rev. John Venn was appointed 
in 1833, was in the patronage of 
Mr. Gipps's trustees. 

'This is the last letter we shall 
read from this active and devoted 
man. He served the adjoining parish 
of Kiuffton as well as Almeley, and 
one of nis old Sunday scholars who 
remembers him with much affection 
recently remarked to us in her 
simple way — *'He was such a good 
man : I remember his words now : 
he converted my aunt, who was very 
careless before. '' He is described as 
tall and slender in appearance, and 
having a daughter — an only child. 

sMr. Tristram, having passed for 
his degree December 6th, 1817, was 
on September 20th, 1818, ordained 
on his Christ Church studentship, 
and went to reside as tutor in the 
famUy of Mr. E. Bootle-WUbraham, 
at his seat, Lathom House, near 
Ormskirk in Laacaabire, an historic 
mansion so famous for its defence 



in 1644 against the Parliamentarians, 
by Charlotte Countess Stanley. He 
had no clerical duty, but whenever 
invited he gladlv assiBted the minis- 
ter of the parish, the Hon. Thomas 
Henry Coventry, a young man, son 
of the seventh Earl of Coventry. 
Under Sunday October 25th, 1818, 
(being on that day in sole charge, 
and the house full of visitors, Loid 
and Lady Lilf ord and a large family, 
with Captain Waldegrave, Lord 
Radstock's eldest son) he gratefully 
relates to lus Oxford correspondent 
how, after the sermon he "saw 
no sour faces ; " adding ''they all 
treated me with respect and kind- 
ness. To my great surprise, after 
dinner, Lord Ldford came and sat 
by me and entered into a very 
long conversation on religion. H^ 
seemed to know a good deal of the 
truth, and reads his Bible, and 
appears very unprejudiced. He has 
a pious brother, 1 believe, but I 
know nothing of him, the Hon. and 
Rev. LytUeton Powys." Mr. Tris- 
tram remained in this situation nntil 
Mareh 1819. 
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semoe began, and found Mr. ■ the carate and his wife at 

break&st. The new vicar Mr. Horton, who is to read-in nelct 
Sunday, soon became the subject of conversation. Mrs. — 
began to abuse him as evangelical and a Calvinist I said we 

ought all to be evangelical, to which Mr. agreed. But they 

objected to persons arrogating the name peculiarly to themselves. 
With respect to Calvinism, I reminded them of the sage advice 
of Bishop Horsley, not to attack it till they knew what it was 
and what it was not. They said he was a dissenter in principle, 
because he admired Bobert Hall of Leicester. I said one of our 
bishops did the same, meaning my uncle. ^ They abused the 
Bishop of Gloucester about Mr. Wilson,' d^., upon which I 
defended him and threw all the blame upon the Bishop of Chester 

for adding to the thirty-nine articles. Mr. agreed that it 

was not right in him. They soon began to smell a rat. However 
the pulpit was promised me. 

I have seldom found my heart so full as when arrived at the 
church. There were nearly a thousand people presMii I said 
to myself^ in a different sense to what St. Paul said to the Corinth- 
ians, " Now I am full, now I am rich." I cannot deacribe my 
feelings upon mounting the pulpit. My situation and the multi- 
tude around and the importance of my charge quite made my 
head giddy. I however managed to address them with tolerable 
firmness. My text was John vL 56. The divisions of it are 
obvious. The application of it was the most home of any sermon 
1 have preached yet. It chiefly turned on the inward and 
spiritual grace of the Lord's Supper and the motives for par- 
taking of it. They all seemed very attentive and at parts 
impressed with what I said. Oh that it might please Gkxl that 
one poor soul should be awakened from its lethargy or be led to 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ ! What a blessing would it be I 
How amply would my little trouble be repaid ! Mrs. — said 

nothing at all about my sermon. Mr. thanked me and said it 

would be of use to his congregation — ^it was what they wanted. 
He is a good sort of a man. As Filleul once said, " though the 
ministerial office is a blessed work, yet it is a laborious one." So 



>Sbate BuTingtoo, Bishop of * See above^ page 131. 
Durham. 

? 
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I find it. Yet how delightfol is it still, and the more so when we 
are most employed. This sermon has been qnite a blessing to me. 
I meditated on the subject of it, and prayed over it as I wrote, 
that I might myself know what it was to feed on Christ, and to 
dwell in Him and to be His habitation. Neither have I been 
disappointed. I was enabled to compose far more easily and 
clearly than usual, and I felt £&r more interested. My own soul 
was refreshed also. I have enjoyed a x)eace of mind and freedom 
from temptation unknown to me for a long tima 

December 21st. I see by to-day's paper that Smith ^ is above 
the line.' I do not think he has reason to complain on the whole. 
His speech and nervousness would go very much against him ; and 
his natural disposition was not adapted to close and dry reading. 
Poetry will not make up for Aristotle at Oxford. I have written 
to him to-day, but any information you can give me about his 
examination will very much interest ma I have not heard from 
him for some time. I used to like the little fellow very much for 
the many good points in his character, particularly his good 
temper ; for though I often plagued and bullied him very much 
yet I never had an unkind expression from him. And when 
cast down and cold in heart and spirit I have often gone to him 
and seldom failed in being cheered and warmed by his lively 
feelings in religion and open sincerity. 

Christ Church appears to liave succeeded very well in the 
classes this tima I shall direct this to C.C.C, as I suppose you 
will not leave on account of your examination. I am by no means 
satisfied with your giving up all thoughts of mathematics. I 
think something might have been dona 

I have had a long letter from Rowley, and also from Mr. Hill, 
nnoe you wrote, so that I have not been entirely without Oxford 
newa Any account of what is going on there in the way of 
publications, university sermons, &Cy will be a treat to ma 



1 Hely Hutchinson Smith ; second prime of his lifa 

ebtas, Michaebnaa term, 1818 ; B.A * in 1809 the second class at Ox-. 

December 17th, 1818. He was the ford began to be divided by a line, 

son of Thomas Smith, Eeq., bar- which virtually made a third class, 

rister-at-law, and Mary sister of This arrangement continued till 

Hiohard Hely-Hutchinson first £arl 1825, when the line was omitted 

of Donooghmora He died in the and a <*Thiid Class" introduoecl 
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From F. Robinson, Esq. 

LandoUy January lith, 1819. 
My dear Pbelps^ 

I fear you Have already brushed up your feathers for a 
flight to Oxford, and I have made up my mind that my hand- 
writing shall not find its way to the graduates, until you are 
enrolled amongst that learned body — partly from an unwillingness 
to trespass on a moment of your time, and partly to escape the 
usual destiny of discarded but importunate favourites — ^that of being 
treated with open contempt. If indeed it were likely that my 
effusions, when (peradventure) read, would be deposited amid the 
elegant letters of Tully or Pliny, I might acquiesce in my fate ; 
but the idea of being disdainfully thrown aside "unread, unopened, 
and alone," with a *' Ho — Robinson — ^ha ! that will keep till 
after examination.'' I say such treatment is what my haughty 
spirit cannot brook, as Charles Richards has it I have therefore 
long been endeavouring to* manufacture a letter, but it usually 
happens that (except in the long vacation) our leisure is not at 
the same tima " What is sauce for the goose " is not in this 
instance "sauce for the gander." In fact without so soon be- 
ginning to prepare for the time " ut in otia tuta recedam," I do 
seriously look forward with anxiety to the time when, if ever, my 
hours may not be so monopolised by one object as they are now. 
At the same time, the prgfession to which 1 am to be tied down 
is one which requires such deep and laborious study, and its active 
duties are so engrossing, that perhaps I may hereafter look back 
on my present stage as the one which might have afforded freest 
opportunities for other pursuits. As it is, I assure you I some* 
times look forward with alarm and anxiety. Engaged throughout 
the day in an employment which exercises the mind, and when 
released from that actual employment still rivetted to its cares 
and anxieties, how will it be possible to give such objects the 
nothingness they deserve) I verily believe that the habitual 
eamestTteas with which the professional man devotes himself 
to the very duties of his calling is more fatal to everything 
bordering on spirituality of mind than even the frivolity and the 
dissipation of the man of pleasura Without taking into account 
the trite observation that the former character labours under 

self-deception, believing the excess of his attention^ in itself 
f2 
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oommendable (wherwa the ktter must be living againflt his oon- 
Tictionfl), I say without dwdHng on that cticomstance, how mnch 
easier is it for the gay man to disengage himself ftom the follies 
around him, than it is for the man in buriness to limit the degroe 
of attention due to his temporal calling ! The mind indeed of the 
former may remain barren, lethargic^ and fireless after the inanity 
of a yapid evening ; but how much worse (I had almost said) is 
the situation of the latter ! He comes — he actually emerges^ 
from his study, or from his court, and endeavours to apply what 
remnant of mind he retains after his fiitigues to serious subjects. 
But does he not find himself so deeply interested in the trans- 
actions of the preceding day, or intent upon those of the morrow, 
as to be incapable of withdrawing his thoughts from their daily 
and engrossing topic? For myself I am lamentably sure that 
after watching with perhaps no immoderate anxiety the trial of a 
cause on the Saturday, I at all events find its occurrences trespas- 
sing on the thoughts too too fi^uently during the succeeding day. 
T have often thought that if every rank of society and every rank 
of nature should admire with gratitude the wise dispensation of 
heaven in the separation of the Seventh Day, the lawyer has more 
than ordinary reason for thankftdly observing that institution. 
Ghief Justice Hale used to say he could never help thinlriTig that 
he had more difficulty in disposLng of the business of the week 
when he had not punctually attended Diviae Worship on the 
Sunday. That remark may perhaps savour of superstition. Bat 
at all events if the lawyer be enabled to retain anything of religion 
in his every day life, he is indebted for it to the tone his mind may 
acquire from the right use of the sabbath. From what I have 
hitherto been enabled to observe of the habits of the bar, I fear 
they reverse the order, and carry their pleading into the Sunday, 
too many avowedly, and still more in th^ir studies. I have again 
and again said (and said it I dare say to you) that I have long 
considered the clergy as peculiarly responsible on this head. If 
they remain wedded to a worldly spirit, they have but a shadow of 
excuse — if one may ever admit the word in such a way. The dead- 
nesB and formality (at best) of other men is usually to be traced to 
their habits of life, te, ; but in a clergyman these very habits and 
studies are in themselves spirituaL It afibrds an additional moral 
argument why they should endeavour by precept and example (as 
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many of them do endeavour) to impart somewhat more of spiritual 
religion to their less fi^youred brethren. 1 am however aware of 
the usual reply, that the habitual repetitbn of the offices of religion 
naturally tends to create formality and hypocrisy. But I think 
that a poor argument. 

Your time is now rapidly approaching. I suppose you have 
nearly exhausted the treasury of classical authors. I should like 
few things better than juBt spending aix weeks among my obsolete 
friends. But I seldom get time to ramble further than Horace— 
though I live (in this as in all other respects) in the hope of 
amendment. When the days get long I shall give them a tuxn 
before breakiisLSt. But now breakfasting at quarter past eighty I 
have not opportanity for much matutina reading, especially as I 
never get to my bed till one ; so that in fSact among my allotment 
of hours I do not find any fixed period given to Latin or Greek. 

I have heard during the holidays from Bingham. I hope he is 
getting on comfortably and well at Oxford. I did not see Panton 
when he was good enough to leave me your encloBure, for which 
you will accept m j thanks. 

I cannot fold up this clumsy ten monM chUd without repeating 
that I meant it to arrive at all events with the new year. You 
must however receive it (as we special pleaders say) niuno pro tunc; 
which means that it must in contemplation of law be considered 
M having been delivered on the first day of this month : ergo^ you 
must answer it accordingly, if so be yon have not already plunged 
ag^ininto the vortex of erudition and cannot write but inOreek — 
ce que je vlenitend$ pas. At all events you muit, and I am sure 
mU^ give me credit fi>r entire sincerity when I wish you eveiy real 
happiness through this and many succeeding years — ^not however 
limiting my wishes to that narrow term. 

me your true and affectionate fiiend. 



To 

C.C.O., OoBford, FAfwwy Sri, 1819. 

An old sohooUellow, who had not much regard for my 

time or his own, having disconcerted my plan of reading for the 

moning^ I shall devote part of the remainder to the reptying to 

yoorwelooma Itttar. 
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Last Friday we settled our college accounts for the year 1818. 
. . . . The bursar congratulated nre on the year having been a 
very good one. It was indeed an unusually good ona I am 
fully convinced that my scholarship this year yielded at least a 
hundred pounds. 

The whole of my annual expenditures since I came to college 
have been these 

In recounting these sums I feel a satisfaction in saying that I 
have by me every bill and an account of every sixpence, which I 
shall shew most cheerfully whenever they may be called for. 
They would doubtleas be found to contain an account of some 
expensive purchases (I was going to say luxuries) which anywhere 
else I should not have thought of; but none which the station of 
life I have been called to hold did not justify, very few I trust 
which it did not demand. 

The circumstance I am going to mention will I hope convey to 
you the pleasure I feel in relating it The President sent for me 
and a few others yesterday, but as I was not in my rooms then, I 
called on him alone this morning, when he put ■ pounds into 
my hands, saying there was a small sum from the college at his 
disposal which he wished me to share. He likewise kindly added, 
in the presence of the bursar, " we feel highly satisfied with your 
conduct and would do everything for you that lies in our power.*' 
Is it vanity in me to record so accurately these expressions) If it 
is I do not hesitate to allow myself highly culpable. I should, I 
hope, scorn to make them the subject of a trifler^s boast and cany 
them on the tip of my tongue into ordinary conversation. But I 
candidly own I should deprive myself of half the pleasure they 
give me, if I did not make them known to you. .... 

All things are now going on in their old course, and I am 
reading one of .^Sschylus's Qreek Tragedies in company with the 
other men ; the last (in all probability) that I shall ever read 
with a tutor ! When upon the point of quitting my classical 
instructors, and receiving from one who unites the offices of an 
able tutor and a kind fiiend the finishing touches to my education, 
I cannot reflect without considerable emotion on the day when 
you and Mr. Nightingale left me at Winchester to commence my 
academical career. How swiftly and how pleasantly has the time 
passed over my head ! And what countless blessingB, unforeseen, 
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unlooked for, have crowded themselves npon my path ! The time 
k now at hand when I shall be called upon to shew what use I 
have made of them. Oh, if I may but then satisfy the expecta- 
tions of my kind but partial friends ! But I find my subject is 
running away with me, and I will not forestall the event by a 
solicitude as prejudicial as it would be fruitless ; but rather en- 
deavouring to set ray affections on things above make the best use 
of the time that is still before me, in the grateful remembrance of 
liast mercies and a cheerful resignation to the will of Ood for the 
future. That you and my dearest mother may grow in that 
knowledge and love and an increasing experience of His mercies, 
is the constant prayer of your dutiful and affectionate son, 

W. W. P. 

To HIS BROTHEB JOHN. 

Oaford, Februmry 27ih, 1819. 
. . . . Let me recommend to your consideration and 
practice an habitual desire not to lose time. And observe, I do 
not consider that time lost which is spent in active amusement in 
the field. By no means ; play the whole time you are there, if 
you feel disposed and able ; but sometimes it will happen that one 
is tired or satisfied with play : then is the time for a boy to go to 
his scob and be adding to his store of knowledge. At meal times 
too, all the time that is redeemed from unprofitable conversation 
by reading some good book, is giving you an advantage over your 
schoolfellows, and is so much gained towards the attainment of 
knowledge, upon which so much of your future respectability and 
advancement will depend. 

Read your histories over again, and let it be your ambition to 
know the general outline of events that have happened in Greece, 
Rome, and England. And now I am going to propose a plan, 
which I shall leave entirely to your own choice to do or not ; only 
telling you that if you go through with it, you will please one 
person for certain. 

Take one of your histories, which you like, and appoint yourself 
a certain portion to read every Jay. It need not be much ; but 
never fail to do what you have fixed upon. When you have read 
it carefully, take half a sheet of long paper and double it into the 
quarter sheet form, upon which yon will write down in your own 



216 lAfe of Arduleacou Phelps. 

words and as briefly as possible the heads of what you have been 
reading. Go on eveiy day where you left off the day before. 
Only write on every other page, that is on the first and third of 
the half-sheet ; and when you have filled one half-sheet carefully 
put it by and go on to another, preserving them all clear and neat 
for my examination. I would not tell anyone what I was doing, 
if I could help it ... . When you write next week, let me 
hear that you have begun ; and if you please, you may transcribe 
your first day's work in the letter, that I may be better able to 
give you some directions. The dij£culty that may present itself 
to you at first will wear away much sooner than you expect. . . 

I enclose you five shillings that you may purchase at Mr. 
Jacob's a small pretty edition of Pope's Homer^s Iliad, which 
I wish you to have and read through for my sake. 

Remember you will never do anything well and never prosper 
without a regular attention to your duty towards God. 

To HIS FATHER, 

Oxford, March 8th, 1819. 
. . . • I continue by the blessing of God to enjoy a 
most excellent state of health, and though the difficulty of the 
task in hand will sometimes dispirit me for a few moments, yet 
some little circumstance or another has invariably arisen on all 
such occasions to send me on my way with renewed alacrity. 

My tutors are unceasingly kind and attentive. Last Wednes* 
day I dined with a company of Cornish's Mends, with whom he 
wished me to become acquainted, as it might be of use to me here- 
after. They were chiefly the younger tutors of colleges, and 
among them I recognised some of the brightest oroaments of the 
university. To be in their company for an afternoon was^ I aasure 
you, a treat indeed ; but they are so much my superiors ^^ in wit 
and words and worth, action and utterance," &c^ that I can hardly 
hope to be ever admitted to that intimacy which Cornish kindly 
intends. Next Wednesday I am to dine with Tucker, and do not 
know whom I am to meet. 

I had expected that this would be a hard pull, and I certainly 
was not deceived. As I went through my several books it was all 
plain sailing enough ; for th^ when I was reading any one I 
thought but of one ; now they press upon me all in a body, eveiy 
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oue laying claim to mj attention, so that mj whole mind is oon- 
etantly engaged, and I think I may say that this one subject T?^ 
Sehdola has hardly left it for two hours together ever since I came 
back, except at night — and not always then. 

However the time is approaching when my mind will at all 
events be freed from the anxiety ; and however it may terminate 
I shall then, if it please God, be enabled to exert myself la pursuits 
not only useful to myself but I humbly hope to others also. The 
examination commences the last day of April, and as the rotation 
is alphabetical I don't think I shall be called upon before the latter 
end of May. I shall be very glad of all the intermediate time^ 
My plan for reading, and the arrangement of my books, has been 
fully laid down for some time, and it is my purpose to proceed 
steadily upon it, so that I hope to keep my mind from confusion, 
though it will be fully engaged till the last. If my plan is defec- 
tive, it will be better to abide by its consequences, than to risk 
any sacrifice of health. 

You will be pleased to hear that our friend Iiacy has by an un- 
paralleled instance of good fortune (some of his seniors not beiog 
of age to take priest's orders) come to a perpetual curacy in Hert- 
fordshire, value nearly £300 a year, but without a house. It is 
in a populous parish situated in the beautiful vale of Aylesbury. 
Though it IB singularly fortunate, it is not more so than he 
deserves*' 



To R. T. P. PoPB, Esq. 

Oxford, March 9ci» 1819. 
Your short but truly welcome letter reached me in 
safety. It gives me unspeakable pleasure to hear of the rich 
mercy of God vouchsafed to my dear friend as well as myselt 
Oh, for a closer walk with God 1 . . . . Let us admonish one 
another to watch and pray lest we enter into temptation. How 
much could I find to say to my dearest Pope if we were per* 
mitted to meet ! 



I This WM the living of Triog. before, deoliued it, not oontemplat- 
Mr. Tristram writing on March 6to ing then any ohange in his tuitKnisl 
Mid tiiat he had, only a few days foffigtmni. 
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There are a^great many of our achoolfellowB here. I see poor 
occasionally and I have been sometimes led to hope of him. 



But I fear it is but a natural ingenuousness that has shewn itsell 
I cannot say that I discern the work of the Spirit of GkxL ■ 

is here, who brings word from some of the Hyde Abbey lads at 
Dublin that you are quite turned methodist ; and there is a story 
in circulation with regard to your refusing to construe Juvenal in 
a public examination and being in consequence desired to quit the 
room. I rejoice with you, my friend, that you are counted worthy 
not only to believe in Chi-ist, but also to suffer for Him. I pray 
that neither of us may be so base as to deny Him before men, 
who we hope will acknowledge us before the angels of heaven. 

Do you know a little book by Owen entitled " On the Mortifi- 
cation of Sin in believers V\ I think it would be a good addition 
to your library, if it be not already there. I purpose reading the 
Saint's Rest which has been sent me instead of the abridgment 
that you mentioned. I had ordered the latter, but I suppose it is 
not easily to be procured here. 

Who have you of the Winchester schoolfellows at Dublin t 
We have Panton junior, Bingham, Amey, Frowd, Bird, Buller, 
Bayley, Savage, Flood, Messiter, Bernard- Ward, Griffiths, and 
Maynard. Heniy Richards is also here. Greorge Richards has 
left Winchester and holds a curacy from his college at Tiverton 
in Devonshire.^ 

Did you see Mr. Irwin when at home ? We have a pious man, 
Mr. Natt, who preaches at the parish Church of St. Giles here : 
but though his sermons are very profitable he is not a powerful 
preacher, and we have no one among the senior men who stands 
forth prominently in the cause of Truth. 

Do you see the Church Missionary Register,' or the Christian 
Observer, or Guardian ?' When we have finished our academical 



< He was curate of Prior^s Portion 
m the pariah of Tiverton, as the 
repreaentAtive of his ooUem. His 
earliest sifpiAtare in the Tiverton 
registers is dated January 10th, 
1819 ; his latest August 20th, 1820. 

>A periodical (fovoted to the 
Missionary orooeedings of various 
sooaeti— in toe eaiiy period of their 



work. It was established by the 
Rev. Josiah Pratt when Secretary 
of the C.M.S. , and ended with him. 

*This was TheCkrUtian Ouardian, 
It was begun at Bristol by the Rev. 
T. T. Biddulph in 1798. under the 
title of Zian's Trumpet; but in 
1809 it was transferrea to London 
and oalled by the above name. It 



CHAP, m.] 



The Oospd vn Jersey. 



219 



studies, I hope we shall have leisure at all events for more firequent 
and fuller correspondence. And now, my dear Pope, I commend 
70U to the rich mercy of a reconciled Qod in Christ Think of 
the immortal crown, and the troubles of time will be light. 

Your truly afifectionate W. W. Phelps. 

Prom Rev. P. Filluel. 

St. Aubyn'i, Jersey, March 22nd, 1819. 

My ever dear friend. 

Much and often have I desired, during the long period 
since I last addressed you, to write again to my dear friend, and 
to assure him that my affection for him is still the same as ever, 
wh&tever my conduct towards him may seem to say to the 
contrary. 

The present scene of my labours is the parish of St Brelade,' in 
which is comprised the small town of St. Aubyn's, at which I am 
at present residing. In addition to the parish church therefore, 
which is situated in the country about two miles from me, and 
where I have divine service every Sunday morning, there is here 
a chapel-of-ease, in which I preach always in the evening, and 
once in three weeks besides at half-past one in English. The field, 
you see, is great ; and I trust that the Lord who has called me to 
it has therein many sheep to gather into His fold. To judge from 
present appearances, the prospect is cheering. I have been 
received with open arms I believe by everybody. A great earnest- 
ness is manifested to hear the word. In many it seems to have 
produced already a considerable shaking of the dry bones ; and to 
some J trust it has proved itself already the power of Qod unto 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. Some of those whom I 
trust I may account the first fruits of my ministry in this quarter 
are not entirely strangers to you. Two of A— -— 's sisters appear 



WM edited for a time by the Rev. W. 
Cams-WilBon, who gave it up in 
1850 ; after which it was carried on 
by Mr. Jackson the publisher of 
Islington Green for two or three 
years and then dropped. Legh 
Kichmond's Annals of the Poor first 
appeared in this periodical, as lepa* 



rate narratives, dnring the years 
1809, 1810, 1811. The Ouardian 
weekly newspaper began January 
1846. 

f Late in 1818 he had been pre> 
sented to this Rectory. He con- 
tinued there until he was appointed 
to his present Rectory of St. Heliers. 
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to be ^wakened ta i^ deep sense of their oonditioia, and affovd eyeiy 
reason to believe that a gracious vork is bj^;im in their hearts by 
the Spirit of God, while there is ground to hope they will not be 
alone of the fiumly. 

I an^ sorry to learn that poojr Gilbee ^ is so long kept out of the 
ministry. It must be a severe trial to him. But the Lord who 
sends it will not fail to support him under it and to make it turn 
in the end to his real advantaga If you write to me soon, let me 
know if you can where Hunter is staying now, that I may write 
to him ; as also whether Tristram is still at Mr. WUbraham's or 
not (for I have been informed that he was about to leave him) 
and whether he is settled in a curacy. 

How are things going on at Ozlordf Does the good cause 
prosper there f Is there any increase of those who worship God 
in the Spirit? Remember me to Quarrington,' and to any other 
of my acquaintance who may be still remaining. * It is not un- 
likely but that I may be there some time this year; but most 
probably not till November or December. I suppose you know 
that there are two of the Fellowships belonging to these Islands 
vacant, or about to be ; and I intend to stand for that at Jesus, 
to which, if neither my preferment nor my profession stands in 
my way, I think I have a fair prospect of succeeding. I shall 
thank you to inform me, if you know, when the election is to take 
place. Will you have the goodness also to inspect my room and 
to see how my furniture is kept f 

Poor Michael Dupr6 was carried off very suddenly and with very 
little warning. He was soon dispossessed of all his preferment. 
The Fellowship of Exeter which he held I suppose will be filled 
by a Guernsey man. If I go over in the autumn I may again see 
you, if you have not done like the rest and taken your flight 
before that time. I suppose you will soon be an A.B. God bless 
you, and enable you to attain the summit of your wishes to His 
own praise and honour. Is your fether better of the goutt 



1 Mr. Oilbee wrotoon Ai]giut22iid, riahteouinMs sake.*' 

1818, " The trial which ia now upon ' Frederick Quuringtoii, ecliolar 

me IB certainly very eevere." of Pembroke, B. A., May 24th, 1820. 

Mr. Hunter wrote, August 25th, He heceme afterweids(l851) Incom* 

1818, " I have heard from onr dear bent of St Peter's, Walthamstow* 
ffijn^ Gilbee, he is snffMinff for 
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Fleftse to remember me kindly to him and to all your family, and 
to belieye me, my dear Phelps, 

Your affectionate friend in Christ, 

P. FiLLEUIi. 



We insert here the foUowing letter before its exact turn, 
as its precise chronological place is of less consequence, and 
it would rather interrupt a line of interesting thought. 
It shews what a fiEuthful monitor our collegian possessed 
at Broad Chalk, who could not hold back his pen if he 
thought there was a possibility of its being useful in 
adding to a brother disciple's firmness in the walk with 
their common Master, 



Fbom Bet. S. Hawtbet. 

Broadehalk, Sarum, May I8th, 1819. 
Tour non-appearance at Chalk either at Michaelmas or 
Christmas rather surprised us. But you must come and make 
your peace this summer and I hope you will experience that this 
is not very difficult. Indeed I have often considered that yours is 
an arduous situation, and that to enable you to confess your Divine 
Master and Saviour you will want ''great grace." We seldom 
gain the world's smiles but at the expense of our dear Lord's 
fiivour. I hope that He from whom the whole of your strength 
must come, will enable you to confess Him and not to be ashamed 
of His cross and therefore not to conceal U, And after all, 
whatever worldly advancement He may have in store for us, He 
will not let us come short of it for confessing His name, although 
perhaps we possibly think otherwise. And of this I am persuaded, 
that the consistent and discerning part of the world will ever 
honour a man for his inflexible constancy to his principles (though 
themselves may by no means approve of them) and will despise 
him in their hearts for flinching. Bear this in mind, my dear 
friend, and wherever you be carried in the providence of Ood, if 
they win not have you with your Master and His cross, don't let 
them have you at all; and when they see your steadiness they will 
respect you the more and place more confidence in you. No 
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disciple of Ohiist eyer saffered loss of what was really for his good 
for fidelity to his divine teacher. Bat oh ! it is hard sometiines to 
confess Christ in acknowledging His despised and branded people 
in publia . It requires an exertion, an effort of the soul which can 
only be obtained by faith* Hence the need of ^' effectaal fervent 
prayer " for more strength, that we may be enabled to do that by 
grace which by nature would be impossible. For the whole of 
the flesh, our old man, is weak. He has not a limb in him that is 
not paralysed ; and it is good to see the weakness of an arm of 
flesh, that we may let go our hold of it immediately. 

To Mr. Austin I had written before I received yours, to request 
he would attend the Wilton anniversary, and received a very 
pleasing answer to my note. We met at Wilton, and I hope we 
may one day be able to exchange a visit ; but he has no horse, and 
the distance is ab9ut twelve miles. I have no doubt of his being 
what you say, a Gospel minister and a true Christian. Perhaps 
when you come home you will shew me the way to Rollstone ' 
from Wilton. 

Now to another subject. I am in very great want of a curate. 
Mr. Bliss leaves me at Midsummer. I have applied far and near, 
but as yet without success, and have therefore put an advertise- 
ment in the '* Christian Guardian " for June. 1 want a pious 
man to serve Aston, single duty and £70 per annum. Will you 
exert yourself among your pious acquaintance in Oxford 1 My 
curacy would very well suit a young man who was not very strong 
and also who had some small independence. Now I trust to your 
friendship for me, to do all that lies in your power. I think, if I 
remember, that last year you proposed to look out for me and to 
inquire of Mr. Crouch. ' 

How is G. Smalley ? Will you give him our kind regards and 
hopes that he is *'stedfast, immoveable?" Alas, if we are ever 
moved away from the hope of the Gospel, what ground have we 
left! How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation f 



I It ii north from Wilton and not JoumaL This u his last mention 

far from Stonehense. of Mr. Crouch, who probably left 

s ** 1820, June 4Ui, Sunday. Mrs. Oxford soon afterwards for his 

Crouch was in my pew. She told Leicestershire Rectory. See page 

me with tears that Mr. Crouch was 124. 
getting worse rapidly." Mr. Natt's 
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To HIS FATHER. 

Oxford, AprU 7th, 1819. 
. . . . What delightful days we have ! My kind 
friend Tucker stays np till the middle of next week. I have 
walked with him several times since the vacation began, on which 
occasions he has taken me the most delightful walks and examined 
me in my logic as we went.^ 

. . . . Did you ever compare Horace's education (as he 
describes it in his Satires, Book I, Sat. 6) with mine 1 You will 
see yourself there if you look. I don't know how Francis has 
translated it' I am never tired of reading the original .... 



Fbox his father. 

WilUm, April 9th, 1819. 
I am truly glad that you have the advantage of passing 
so good a portion of the vacation in the society of Mr. Tucker. 
With such a companion your walks must be doubly pleasant. I 
well know it must be impossible to discard from your mind 
anxiety for the event of the coming examination. It would be 
contrary to nature and reason were it not; but when I well 
know that so far from being supine on the occasion you are using 
your strenuous endeavours to acquit yourself respectably if not 
shiningly, avaunt all unpleasant forebodings ! I shall address you 
in the words of old Chiron to his pupil Achilles, '' Let not your 



1 ' < 1819, Aorfl 5th. Logic walks * FnuiciB translates :— 
with Tucker. ^ Mr. PhelpB^ journal. 

" If some few venial faults deform my soul 
(like a fair face when spotfted with a mole), 
If none with avarice justly brand my fame, 
With BordiiUieu, or deeds too vile to name ; 
If pure and innocent ; if dear (forcive 
These little praises) to my friends 1 live ; 
My father was the cause : who, though maintained 
By a lean farm but poorly, yet disdained 

The country schoolmaster 

To Rome by this bold father was I brought, 

To learn those arts which well-bom youth are taught ; 

So dressed, and so attended, >ou would swear 

I was some Senator's expensive heir. 

Himself my guardian, of unblemished truth, 

Among my tutors would attend my youth,** Ac. 
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noble oourage be cast down l^^^ct Whioli is a hundred times more 
oMisolatorji the Diyine promise, '^ Certainlj I will be with thee." 
I thank 70a for pointing out to mj observation Horace's noble 
Satire, which I haye read with more interest than I ever did 
before. To be able to enjoy the original I can well conceive to be 
a lozary, when the translation conveys so much pleasure. Tou 
tell me I may see myself there. I can truly say it is my pride 
and boast to read my noble, independent^ indefatigable boy there 
also ! The book is lying beside me, and I must be indulged in 
mftlring a short extract with a slight alteration. 

** Oh still preserve thy ohastity of mind — 
That prime of virtue in its highest ]gnd : 
Kot only pure from goilt, but e'en the shame 
That might with vile mupichn hurt thy fame : 
Nor fear to be reproaoh'd although thy fate 
Should fix thy fortune in some meaner state." 

To HIS FATHKB. 

C.C.C., Oxford, AprU 29lA, 1819. 
The time is fast approaching^ — 

" Now '■ the day, and now the hour, 
See the front of battle lower, 
See advance— ** 

Thanks to the God of all mercies t enjoy such good health to meet 
it with! The proceedings have in some degree commenced 
already. On Friday last I went to the proctor to give my name 
in, which is the first step^ On Monday the printed list of names 
80 given in came out. There are 154 to be examined, and as the 
names are in alphabetical order, mine is the 103rd on the list 
To-day is the first day of the examination, when we all attend at 
ten o'clock with the list of books we are to be examined in on a 
piece of paper, which the examiners receive before they commence 
business. 

The examiners, four in number, are very nice men ;" one in 
particular, who was my tutor for two terms, till he got a fellow. 

> The eianunation was to begin Bui], J., M. A., of Chriit Church 
for him May Slit EOiaon, N. T., M.A., of Balliol 

* 01eed« O^ &D., of St. John*s Dalby, W., M.A., of Exeter. 
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ship at Balliol College and left us. He is the gentleman aunts ^ 
were so much pleased with and moreover examined me at my first 
examination — Mr. Ellison. The average number examined in a 
week is thirty, so you may give a sort of guess when I shall be up. 
I don't know what to say 1 I see many, very many, difficulties in 
the way of my getting in the first class. Of course you will not 
be sanguine. I sometimes think of your song, 

« Think only should the fight be woU !" 

Your account of John is very pleasing, 

From Rev. H. B. Tbistbah. 

WashingUm, Gateshead, May IM, 1819. 
. . . (After some business details). Let me turn to 
a more grateful subject, to the thought that all such things are to 
exist but for a moment, and that while they do exist they should 
make us set a higher value upon those incorruptible riches and 
what St. Peter so beautifully calls '^the crown of glory that fadeth 
not away." There is an inexpressible beauty in the expressions 
of sciipture, and tliey are so suited to the various situations and 
dispositions of men. All anxiety for the wealth of this world 
vanishes when we meditate upon the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. While seeking — and you know I am the last to think 
you wrong in acti^vely seeking — the honours of the world, you 
must see their inferiority to the crown of glory which fadeth 
not away. Thus the feeling of every heart may be gratified. 
What immediately presses upon ns appears of most importance. 
Therefore your examination naturally absorbs almost every other 
thought. But it should not gain the afiections of your heart and 
become an idol. Even the solid advantages connected with it, 
and which you have already secured be the event what it may, 
are light as air when compared with that " knowledge, wisdom, 
and unfathomed store,'' which reside in Christ. What then* 
should be our estimation of the mere empty honours attending it! 
Why should such little things affect the tranquillity of the heirs 
of immortal glory 1 When engaged in the work of ministering 
to the souls of men, all your present anxiety and the cause of it 

> Two of them had visited him in June, 1817i at Commemoration. 
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will be almost forgotten. In short, whose glory are we seeking 1 
If that of Crody why be anxious about the instrument He may 
choose to emi>loy1 Perhaps worldly honour might prove an 
obstacle to the work intended for you. Be it as it may, use the 
world as not abusing it. Pray that you may know how to abound 
and how to be abased also. Think of the lesson God teaches 
when He would not allow but a handful of the Israelites to attack 
their enemies, instead of sending, as men naturally would, their 
whole force. * 

This is to prevent your being cast down. Perhaps however there 
is much to guard against in case of success. Christ has supplied 
us with an effectual arm in those two words — ^Watch and pray. 

I wish you would yourself or get Grey * or Quarrington • or 
some one else to write me word something about your examination 
as soon as it is over ; if you can also, let me know a few days 
before when you expect to be up. 

Can you tell me anything about Filleul f ' Davison^ was asking 
me the other day about Cornish. Has he left Oxford yet ? If he 
has* and Tucker does not follow him, I suppose you will be made 
a substitute for him to Tucker. 

Davison is a very spiritually minded man, though not quite 
what we should wish. I have very delightful conversations with 
him. As to thinking I ought to have gone to balls and plays, he 
is quite removed from such an idea. On talking personally with 
him I found him as evangelical as myself Tell Grey I dined with 
his uncle yesterday. Whickham is about eight miles from this 
place.' 



> Mr. George Orey, oommoner of 
Oriel, two years Mr. Phelps's junior 
in standing. He passed tor bis de- 
gree in the First Class. In 1828 he 
sacceeded his father (a vounger son 
of Earl Grey) as seoond baronet, and 
afterwards became the well-known 
oi^inet minister. 

flSee page 220. 

• See page 219. 

«The Rev. John Davison, B.D., 
author of Discourtes on Prophecy, 
'* a volume," said Coleridge, * Vhich 
OQflht to be, and which probably 
wiu be^ in every young clergyman's 



library." He was bom in 1777, and 
died May 6th, 1834. He was rector 
of Washington, Gateshead, in the 
county of Durham, and Mr. Tristram 
(on the recommendation of his uncle 
the Bishop of Durham) resided with 
him from the spring of 1819 to Sep- 
tember in the same year. 

»The Hon. and Rev. Edward 
Grey, Rector of the neighbouring 
parish of Whickham, elected Bishop 
of Hereford May 8th, 1832, and died 
June 24th, 1837. He was quite 
paternal in his kindness to Mr. 
Tristram, who onoe resided three 
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To mS FATHEB. 

C.G.G.y Oxford, May 12rt, 1819. 
. . . . I hope you enjoj this fine weather. Can 
anything be possibly more seasonable and beautiful) I take a 
little trip into the country every day and always bring home 
renewed strength and spirits. * It is certainly very fortunate for 
me that the May proves so true to its old-fashioned character ; for 
T believe, say what we will, a sunshiny day makes a very great 
improvement in our flow of animal spirits, and more contributes 
to our powers of exertion than almost anything else. 

I suppose that less than another fortnight will see me eman- 
cipated, though I suppose it will be Whitsuntide before the 
examinations are all over and the class lists come out 

From Bev. H. B. Tristram. 

Washington, Gateshead, May Uth, 1819. 
My dear friend, 

A second letter so soon after my last needs no apology. 
We do not, I trust, wait for the ceremonies of the polite world. 
I could fully enter into the hint which you gave me, that a letter 
would be acceptable before you went up. I well remember the 
support I ^received from some Christian friends, when in your 
present situation. I was anxious however to mention to you, 
what I had in fact intended in my last, the benefit I had received 
from Mr. Martyn's Memoirs.' I finished the volume yesterday ; 
and I really believe it has been of substantial advantage to me. I 
do not recommend you to sit down to {)eru8e it, but at your neces- 
sary moments of cessation from the schools reading a page of it 
would I think refresh your wearied and cold spirits. It would 
tend to withdraw your thoughts for a moment from the ensnaring 
and distracting scene in which you are at present, and teach yon 
to look for support and real comfort in the bosom of your Qod. 



months in bis honte at Whickbam, to hia bereaved son, and in another 

and in a letter therefrom dated June week died himself. 

I6th, 1819, to Mr. Phelps speaks of »The Life of Henry Martyn by 

Mr. Giey as hia sincere friend and the Kev. John Sargent had been 

adviser. On Mr. Tristram's death then recently pablished. 
Bishop Grey wrote a very kind letter 
q2 
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Think what self-denial, what devotion and zeal, that bleand aunt 
shewed while on earth even amidst the allarements of nn iieiaitj 
honours and college bnsiness, sach as 70a are now engaged in. 
When I trace him in the baming sands of India and ^**H^^ 
worn down by disease and withont a Christian Mend to oonTsne 
or even to correspond with, and again when confessing his 
Baviour^s name in the very heart of a Mahomedan kingdom, I 
think I could with joy follow his stepa Bat when I see his 
derotedness to Ood while at home in his native country and at 
college, I am obliged to confess that I am utterly unworthy to be 
compared with him. I sometimes think that I could be a willing 
martyr ; but oh how unwilling I am to bear the little crosses I 
daily meet with ! The idea of the former seems to exalt self and 
encourage pride : the latter is a lesson of humility. 

But to return to you and your situation, which is often upper- 
most in ray thoughts. I am very anxious about you; not so 
much about your class as about your spiritual welfare. I have 
you in my heart. I am sometimes fearful ; not that I have any 
just reason ; but for the love I bear you, I would not have you 
lose the simplicity that is in Christ, or be disquieted at the expec- 
tation, or dissatisfied with the event of Cod's appointmenta I 
would not have you lose for an hour that peace of mind which, as 
the world cannot give, we surely should not allow it to deprive us 
o£ May your Heavenly Father support and comfort you ! Pray 
much, as you are reminded by the season, for that most excellent 
of all gifts, the Holy Spirit^ which Christ has assured us shall be 
shed abundantly on those that seek it. Though earnestly desiring 
to see you fiau^e to face, I must still be contented with subscribing 
myself your affectionate and grateful friend, 

H. B. Tristram. 
P.S.— Tell Mr. Hill I thank him for his letter. Let me remind 
yon of a fault which I committed in the schools. Do not be dis- 
ooncerted at a blunder or a difficulty. When I was examined, I 
went on quite at my ease till I came to a passage I could not 
construe. I then in my mind gave up all hope of success and 
could have thrown down my book and could have rushed out of 
the school I was so distracted that I had no thought left, and I 
did not care to collect myself again. Don*t you follow my example. 
The Lord be with you. 



f 

I 
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We wonder if kind uncle Philip had any such holy 
thoughts as these wherewith to fortify the Hyde Abbey 
youth in the Corpus examination of October 1815 ? The 
student, at all events, had in the three years and a half 
which had since elapsed made a blessed gain in the spiritual 
life. That was* certain. Gained too had he, honest toiler, 
in academic studies and in all the mental discipline which 
accompanies them, whatever the guardians of the school- 
honours, who were now to test the use he had made of his 
Wiltshire scholarship, might declare. 

And what they would declare, it was not for him to 
anticipate with indifference. From their pronouncement 
another path of life seemed about to take its starting point. 
For he had been made privately aware some months back^ 
by Mr. Cornish that he was contemplating an early retire- 
ment from the tutorship, in the event of which the post 
might perhaps fall to the option of himself. There was 
however a strong competition for it in the person of Mr. 
Edward Greswell, who, though of junior standing to Mr. 
Phelps at Corpus, was his senior in the university,' and had 
already taken his brilliant Double First just a year ago. 
The heads of the college long and patiently debated 
whether, according to their rule and precedent, Greswell 
ought to have the choice before Phelps. In genius the 
former was second to no man in Oxford; but then the 
Corpus society were not used to pass over one of their 
members to reach a genius standing below him. And yet it 
seemed far better both for the college and for Mr. Phelps (to 
whose interests all were friendly) that the interval between 
a pupil taking position as a tutor should be somewhat 
longer; that the present generation of his fellow students 
should pass out and Mr. Phelps not be called on publicly 
to instruct the very companions who had just been sitting 
with him at lecture. His warmest friends considered it 
best that he should wait for Mr. Tucker's resignation, which 

> Novcnber 24th, 1818. ' See pege 80, note. 
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was expected to occur in some two years. The knotty 
point was finally left to the decision of their venerable 
President, and Dr. Cooke pronounced that if Mr. Phelps 
should get his name in the first class, he was to be the man. 
Mr. Phelps was aware of all that was going on, and this 
was by no means exactly the thing to steady a man's 
nerves at a critical moment. His two tutors did all that 
was in their power to promote his success. They requested 
their intimate friend Thomas Arnold of Oriel, who had not 
yet settled at Laleham, to give him a private testing 
examination, which he did a few days before the candidate 
went into the schools. 

And so the day arrived. May 2l6t : let the despatches 
relate how the battle proceeded. 

C.C.G., May 22nd, 1819. 

Mj beloved parents, 

Though the day I am going to describe has not been in 
all respects what we could wish it, jet it is one which I shall ever 
have occasion to remember with gratitude; If I were to say that 
mj examination (the important and decisive part of which took 
place to-day) was quite satisfactory to myself I should say wrong. 
If I were to deny that it had g^iven satisfaction to the examiners 
on the whoUy I believe I should be wrong there also. 

My first day, Friday, I was in the schools from half-past ten 
till half-past five, engaged in Latin composition and answering 
questions on paper. But this morning at ten I was the first to be 
examined by word of mouth ; and a good spell I had of it, till 
half-past two without intermission. My beginning was truly 
gratifying to myself, but perhaps too much so to last ; for at about 
the end of the first hour, I felt of an instant a fisdntness and 
giddiness which entirely disabled me from taking advantage of 
even what I did know. I suppose the gentlemen who examined 
me perceived that I was unwell, for they desired me to sit down 
if I pleased. This I availed myself of, but my self-possession was 
quite gone. I sat down hopeless, and would have given all I 
possessed for a glass of water. I had not however resolution 
enough to say I was ux^well, and my examination still continued. 
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• 

but the books I did between eleven and twelve o'clock I fear 
were done worse than indifferently. From that period I felt my 
strength returning, and went through the remainder of my Qreek 
authors, and all my Latin, in such a manner as I could have 
wished to have done the rest. 

I cannot say how kind and gentlemanly were the expresdons 
and treatment I received from all the examiners ; and I may 
safely say to you that the approbation J met with for the books 
I took in hand whilst I was myself was more flattering than any 
I ever before received. You will however immediately see that 
it would be the most unwise thing imaginable to build on my 
succeeding, after what has hap])ened. My only hope exists in the 
conviction that the books I failed in were the easiest of any, and 
in the fact that I am going to be examined in them further on 
paper, when if it please God I may have some chance of redeeming 
my credit. I expect to be in the schools again all day Monday, 
and perhaps part of Tuesday ; but no more by word of mouth, for 
all the rest will be on paper. And now I must caution you not 
to set down my faintness to ill health. It was only the effect of 
unusual anxiety, which now, thank Qod, is gone by. 

** Though thorns and briers crossed the road and rugged was the way, 
The blast is o'er I the storm is past ! and brighter shines the day I " 

What do you think of my spending a Whit-Monday at home again 
after nine years have passed without it 1 But even so, I hope. 
If you hear nothing to the contrary, you may expect to see me, by 
the blessing of God, next Friday the 2dth inst, when I shall be 
able to give yon a fuller account. Remember the Class List will 
not be arranged till some days after then. .... 

From F. Bobiksok, Esq. 
Fenthurch Street, Saturday Evening^ May 22nd, 1819. 
My dear Phelps, 

I am exceedingly engaged, and am desirous of writing 
you a few lines chiefly for the sake of assuring you that nothing 
but the fact of my being so engaged could prevent my writing you 
more than a few lines. I trust however that perfect silence on 
my part could not persuade you that I am indifferent to the 
eventful issue of next week, and 1 even flatter myself that you 
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would nnsolidted take the trouble of writing to me as soon as the 
ordeal be overpast. 

We are so much the dupes of first impressions that one naturallj 
looks with some anxiety to a debiU. But these debuts are however 
so repeatedly deceitful both as tests of the past and earnests of the 
future, that one may fairly treat them with some jealousy. For 
my own part however, I am certain I should be the victim of 
complete irritability on such an occasion; but I trust and believe 
that you are composed of more healthy stamina. You recollect 
Johnson's apparent paradox, that bashfulneas is the o£&pring of 
self-opinion ! A mortifying reflection truly for us modest men ! 
— ^but withal somewhat more agreeable to fact than we might be 
eager to confess. Does it not often arise from an apprehension 
that the expectation of the surrounding circle is intent upon usi 
When in fact the same idea of self-attraction pervading every 
other breast prevents their minding our looks^ or merit, or 
demeanour, or anything else. 

But they say no writer is less moral than he who professes to 
write on morality ; and by the same logic I suppose I shall not be 
found to have administered much additional nerve to you on your 
present criais. Shall I conclude by the novel idea of reminding 
you how collected and calm and tranqiul and disencumbered you 
will /eel when your dignity is ascertained 1 Whatever it is, my 
dear Phelps, whether it place you beyond the reach of my humble 
pen, or whether one may still address you in a vernacular idiom, 
and without pursuing an uninterrupted series of logic, be assured 
I shall ever look up to, or at, you with sincere unassuming r^ard. 
Nor will any of your university wits who have the sagacity to 
discern talent when proclaimed and the modesty to declare they 
always disoemed it, be a less jealous and jaundiced friend than 

Yours ever (in haste) F. R. 

Yes, the old class fellow who with such boyish warmth 
greeted him firom Hyde Abbey after the posting journey 
from Corpus in 1815 was still, in manlier accents, as affec- 
tionate as ever. 

On the 28th, long ere the result could be known, the 
Oxonian did his travelling to Wilton b^ the usual stages ; 
and we think we can spy him, behind coachman, as they 



CHAP, ui.] FkneaafoT tke rnMstry. 

rise and descend through the fields of Berkshire and the 
conversation of the passengers has flagged, with looks re- 
vealing a somewhat doubtful frame within. 

Afber reaching home he had to wait nervously for nearly 
a fortnight. In a few days he was called on to mingle his 
prayers with those of a dear old friend, who was also 
passiDg through an anxious juncture but of another sort. 

From J. Huhtbb, Esq. 
Upper HoUoway^ lelingtan, Jun$ ith^ 1819. 
The period is now hastening on when, if it be the Lord's 
will, I shall be called to declare before men *^ the unsearchable 
riches of Ohrist." There are a thousand reasons why I am most 
unfit for such an office. But there is one passage of Scripture in 
particular wliich under present circumstances comforts me, and 
that is that ** Gk>d has chosen the things which are not^ to bring 
to nought things that are.** I know little indeed as I ought to 
know ahout spiritual things. I am very weak in the Scriptures. 
I am ignorant as to human learning, and weak in my nerves and 
in bodily health m general But I believe that I have through 
peculiar grace learnt this — ^that I am a sinner— >the chief of sumers 
— desperately wicked. I think I know something of this and 
feel it, in my heart and not merely in my head. And I know 
that all men living are by nature children of wrath, the same 
miserable creatures in their measure as mysell I know too that 
there is deliverance both from the guilt and condemnation and 
reigning power of sin in Christ Jesus, and in none else. And this 
is Uie sum and substance of all I have to say. That guilty con- 
demned sinners may find mercy through Christ Jesus, be sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit^ be reconciled to the Father, be made happy 
here, and eternally happy in heaven. 

If it please the Lord to help me to declare these things, I feel 
convinced that by His Spirit conveying them to the hearts of 
some who hear them, more good will be done than all the leemiag, 
or zeal, or health in the world without them, will ever effect 

Let me know if you hear of any curacy likely to be vacant at 
the time when my ordination (the Lord willing) should take place. 
I would feel much obliged to you also to inform me whether Mr. 
Hill is at present in Oxford. Perhaps he may hear of some suit. 
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able situation. Through mercy, the Lord has been pleased so to 
provide for my temporal wants that the salary of the curacy would 
be of no importance. My indifferent health seems to demand that 
I should not undertake the charge of a parish where I could not 
find a tolerable house, or at least tolerable lodgings, to reside in. 
A small country village would perhaps be more desirable for me 
than a town situation. J should certainly prefer a title in 
Gloucestershira' I trust the Lord will make all things so clear 
as to leave no doubts or hesitations. 

On June the 9th Mr. Phelps's journal records — ^"Walked 
in the garden with my father." What a conversation in 
the garden thus specially recorded and at such a date was 
like, we can guess. Thoughts and feelings prospective and 
retrospective, all mingled with present suspense and nervous 
anxiety, and a secret effort to cast the care on One above 
who has invited it from us each — ^we can guess it all. 

On the next morning the postman delivered the fol- 
lowing: — 

From Rev. George Gorkish. 

C.C.C.y Wednesday, June 9th, 1819. 
I have known you too well and too long, my dear fellow, 
to think that for your own sake you will be annoyed at the result 
of the examination, which I regret to say puts yon where you 
would not have been had you had resolution enough to display 
yourself. However as T sincerely apprehend your mortification 
with respect to others, I must do what little I can to put you in 
mind that you have every reason to congratulate yourself on the 
recollection of having secured the love and esteem of all who 
have had anything to do with you, and their thorough sense of 
your having employed your time in every respect as you should 
have done. Gomdder most fully that you^ have failed in gaining 
the first honours only from want of nerve, and that those who 

> It would almost seem that he it does not appear ; nor have we 

was the very perton Mr. Hawtrey met with the date of Mr. Hunter'a 

(aee page 222) was looking out for Ordination ; but it took place some 

to serve Aston. Whether Mr. time between November 1819 and 

Phelps named this to him or not» May 1820. 
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know yon best — and 1 would appeal to two men who are infinitely 
superior to me as judges— conscientiously belieye that your attain- 
ments would at this moment entitle you to them. I have no time 
to add more than my hope you will consider me your sincere 
friendy 

Gbobob Cobnish. 
P.S. I beg you will present my kind compliments to your 
£Ekther and do not forget to write yoursell 

FsoM Rev. John Tuokeb. 

C.C.C, June 9th^ 1819. 
My dear Phelps, 

Cornish has told you the class-paper, but I trost^ my 
good fellow, I shall hear you are thinking of the result of your 
labours in the right light, or rather that you have prevailed on 
your family to see it so. You who are on the spot can judge how 
really of little consequence it is as to your future prospects,^ or 
to anything else. £yery one of your Mends knows well enough, 
and rejoices to think, that had you been in the First Class it would 
have been more creditable to you than it is to nine-tenths of those 
who succeed ; and you have done yourself the good, and gained as 
much credit. I speak feelingly on this pointy because I was in 
some measure in the same condition,' though without the daims 
that you had. Be assured that not one of those who are here and 
care the least for you considers it as at all affecting your worldly 
prospects in the University, and in no other point of view will 
you care for it. I am writing in great haste. I beg you will con- 
gratulate your father in my name for your labours being at an 
end. It was only this morning Arnold was speaking of his having 
selected the hardest bits for you, and your shewing a thorough 
knowledge of your books.' I have a pupil for you, if you will 
take him, King, gentleman-commoner. 

Ever your sincere Mend, 

J. TUOKXB. 



1 Becaiue at Corpus fellowsbips having taken a Seoond Clais in 

and all offices are lacoeeded to m mathematici likewiie. 

rotation. ' See pace 290. Dr. Arnold was 

* The fpood-natnred writer how- never F^lmc Examiner, 
ever is silnt on the fact of his 
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BcfOx the preceding letters were writien on the same 
•sheet, and we have presumed they reached Wilton the day * 
after they were written. He had to wait another day yet 
ere he could examine his position relatively to his competi- 
tors. His journal records : " June 11th, received the Class 
List." A few remarks upon it which we subjoin in a note 
win interest some of our readers/ 

The letters following reveal the natural reaction of long 
anxiety and tension of mind when the crisis has passed and 
only partial success been achieved. To Hunter he opens 
his heart ; and if his self-accusations do him no injustice, 
they admit that Tristram's b^utiful letters on the eve of 
the examination had not been so effective for the purposes 
they were intended to serve : from which circumstance let 
the spiritual man remember his indulgent feelings towards 
his worldly brother whose sluggishness his affectionate 
counsels prevail not to awaken. 

Fbom Rbv. H. B. Tai&rrRAx. 

Wiekbam, June I5th, 1819. 
I delayed answering your last till I heard the result of 
the examinations. To-day I saw the Class-paper ; and I need not 



1 l%e First Glass in this list oon- 
tsined five iiam«s— «boat the maal 
number. Since the year 1807 when 
tiie C1m8 List first began the num- 
ber in the First Claaa bad sometimes 
risen to eight and onoe it had des- 
eended to one. 

The presentList was distinguished 
by two Double First, Charles Bel- 
lamy of St John's, and a Christ 
Church man Dudley By der Viscount 
Sandon afterwards second Earl of 
Harrowby. 

Mr. Phelps was the only Corpus 
man on the whole Class List. The 
Second Class numbered thirty^five, 
fifteen being above the line and 
twenty below (see p. 210). He was 
above. The Third Class numbered 
r-six; but as this class was not 



reckoned as " honours " the names 
were unrecorded. 

During the thirteen years the 
Classes )uA existed the liUle sodefy 
of Corpus had in proportion to its 
numbers done exceedingly welL It 
had a first-class man in 1809; a 
double-first (J. Keble) in 1810 ; a 
first in 1811 ; a first (J. T. Coleridge, 
the only man composing the dus) 
in 1812 ; a first in 1813 ; a first 
(Thomas Arnold) in 1814 ; two first 
(one of them being a double first) 
in 1816; one (Edward Oreswell, a 
double-first) in 1818. 

Out of the twenty scholan of 

Corpus among whom Mr. Phelps 

stood in his fint term, seven took a 

first-dass (two of these a douUe- 

first), and elef«n a ssooad-dass. 
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BBj that for a fciine I felt disappointed and grieved. But to allow 
such feelings to remain within me, and especially to shew them, 
would be acting rather an inconsistent part, when you know 1 
would not encourage them in you who are the sufferer. That they 
should at first arise, is natural ; but it is equally a duty to repress 
them. I do not perhaps feel so acutely on the subject as I should 
have felt a year ago, on account of my absence from Oxford having 
altered my feelings on the importance and real value of University 
honours. Not that I would be less urgent upon all to seek them 
by their application; but I do not see that they are of such esteem 
among men^ in general as within the precincts of procuratorial 
authority. I am satisfied that you have gained much solid advan- 
tage from your reading ; quite as much in fact as if your name 
were in the First Class. J trust it will not make any difference to 
you in your college. I wish you would let me know what your 
plans and prospects are, when you can be ordained, &o. 

For myself though no one can be more unsettled than I am at 
present, yet I can pretty well foresee whereabouts I shall be for 
these three or four months next My uncle has offered to ordain 
me priest in September next, and that in the kindest way. He 
also told me that I could not do better than remain with my 
friends here as long as I found it agreeable to them and myself. 
Davison is very kind, so that everything will be favourable from 
that quarter. Mr. Orey I find a very sincere friend, and an adviser 
whom I can trust Can you tell me anything of Filleul, Hunter, 
or 1^1? Do you know Rowley's ^ direction 1 In every point of 
view I am thankful for what has occurred to me. I really believe 
it will in the end prove best for my temporal interests ; and it has 
been a blessing indeed to me in other respects. I doubt not that 
you will find hereafter your present disappointment a real blessing. 
If it should be the means of leading you from a College life to a 
more active one elsewhere I shall not repine, though I do not 
think it necessarily should. 



> ThomM Rowlev— Entered Com- 1821 by the Btahop of Hereford : 

moner of Christ Chnrch 1815 ; Se- . Rector of Willey near Broeeley in 

cond Claae below line Eaater term Shropshire, 1854. 
1819;B.A. Juie2, 1819. Ordained 
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Fbom F. RoBnrsoN, Esq. 

E98ex Street, \%ik June, 1819, Friday Night. 

My dear Fhelps, 

The pause between trial and sentence is always a restless 
one ; and probably under that, like most other feverish affections, 
it may not be imprudent to let nature find her own sedatives. Tt 
is partly on this account, and partly owing to a variety of other 
circumstances, that I have hitherto continued to hang back. And 
now that I start from my silence, perhaps I may be coming upon 
you before your mind be sufficiently re-adjusted to enjoy a diatribe 
on Oxford History ; and therefore I may peradventure prove less 
prolix on this moving cause of my epistle than I otherwise might 
have been. Suffice it to say on the one hand, that I am not tin- 
conscious of disappointment in finding that amid a crowd of com- 
petitors five were numbered who to talents equally sound and to 
application perhaps equally unremitted with Phelps's, may have 
added a firmer nerve and more unyielding self-possession. 

With no other data before me than your own modest scraps, it 
would be absurd in me to say that the Examiners have not £airly 
decided, as far as they had an opportunity (and it must always be 
an ambiguous one) of judging. But those same modest scraps 
convince me that you were not yourself unprepared for a still 
more distinguished station, and I am certain therefore that I do not 
greatly err in believing that you were intrinsically entitled to it. 
I am however (like yourself on other occasions) so deeply aware 
of the uncertainties, not of the law but of the Senate, that I should 
not have been thunderstruck with any tidings less appalling than 
tidings of unqualified fkdlure. I have often thought that the 
Examiners might generally attain a more accurate idea of the 
qualifications of the candidates were the examinations less oral ; 
but at the same time there are such obvious advantages inseparable 
from the present course that perhaps one could not on principle 
wish to see the custom changed, though it may occasionally favour 
a strong texture of nerve at the expense of talent or industry. 

Such *as it is however, we should not repine. I am no stoic 
I hate all their affectations and I dread all their realities ; and 
therefore I am fully alive to all the disappointments which a 
second-best may feel in that he is not better than second-best. 
And yet after all, most rational ends aze answered. That you 
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. have failed of your firBt-class may indeed diminisli somewhat 
from the brilliancy of the scene ; but its solid advantages will I 
hope still be found unprejudiced. * They who examined you will 
duly estimate (if their estimation be valuable) the soundness of 
the acquirements exhibited. Nor will the mental anarchy of an 
hour detract from their lasting impression, although it may have 
compelled them, coram vulgo^ to yield their honours to the more 
composed. But I did not intend to venture on condolence, and 
therefore I will retract from what in this instance is not required, 
and which if required is always worse than unprofitable. 

I am thinking that you have preceded me in the voyage of 
petty chagrins. The time I suppose is arriving when, if we both 
live and both exercise the talent by the exercise of which we both 
must subsist, these little adventures will come upon us more 
rapidly. Here you have the candour or the modesty to make the 
monstrous acknowledgment that your judges are right and may be 
honest ! The time however will perhaps come when we shall see 
our competitors invidiously, perhaps illnaturedly, preferred, and 
when even in the very spirit of Christian charity we must see and 
feel that our judges are certainly wrong and probably dishonest I 
Then indeed when our fortunes may be at stake, our characters in 
jeopardy ; when the one may be coldly neglected, the other perhaps 
maliciously calumniated, then we may find it difficult to sit down 
*' kind and tender hearted, forbearing one another and forgiving 
one another." Surely it was not from an ignorance, nor by an 
ascetic contempt, of the advantages attached to extensive means, 
that we are required to be " careful for nothing," but it was from 
a knowledffe that we should pant after those means with undue 
anxiety or pursue theu. by ir^ paths or rest in them when 
acquired. I know not how it is, but in spite of myself I see my 
letter vfiU be one of condolence after all. It is at least compli- 
mentary, for it shews what my expectations were. 

Upton has just come to town from Tadcaster. He is about to 
remain here for good, as we say. I dare say he has spent his time 
well in the country, and I am sure he is well disposed. Of other 
friends common to both I see or hear little. I have not heard 
from Bingham for some time — I suppose he is much engaged with 
his pupils. Do you intend taking any ) 

It is more than midnight, and I am sure therefore you will 
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I am BO mncb engaged that I dare not rely upon 
oondnding to-morrow. It is now jout holiday time, and therefore 
set aside the rigour of the law and write soon to your affectionate 
fiiend, F. Robihbok. 



FbOK SaXUXL RiCKABDSy ESQ. ^ 

DrayooU Houae^ near Derby, Jtdff 6th, 1819. 
You asked me to send you an account of the Com- 
memoration. All this however you will easily &ncy to yooraelf 
and therefore I shall say bat little of it. As usual, we spouted 
and they clapped, till we came out every one so hot that perhaps 
most people thought they were happiest who had not been there. 
A copy of my Essay is now lying in your room, which if it makes 
yoa remember me oftener than you otherwise would, I shall count 
it one of the best fruits of my succesa For after all, I know 
scarce any thing so delightful as the thought that one whom I oft, 
and ever with pleasure, remember, thinks oft«n too of me. 

Gonush carried off his blooming bride' from this neighbourhood 
last Saturday. I saw both of them several times, and happy 
enough they seemed, and reason enough they had to be so. He 
talked to me a good deal about you and showed me part of a letter 
from you. I need not tell you that every thing kind, friendly, 
and even affectionate he was continually saying of you. 



> In 1815 M Commoner of Oriel 
he gained the Newdigate Prize for 
the Temple of Theseus; R A May 
24th, 1817 ; FeUow of Oriel AprU 
16th, 1819. His Prize Essav men- 
titmed above was in Englisb, The 
CharaeUriitic Differences qf Oreek 
and Latin Poetry. Mr. Pheloe's 
journal recorda — '* 1818, November 
5th,TharfldAy, walk with RickArds." 
Mr. Natt*8 jonmal under June 4th, 
1820, baa ** Francia Noel preached ; 
text Gen. ziz, 17; Maraball said 
that the Churob was quite fuU, 
more penons betnc there than he 
ever saw at St. Guea'a, and a most 
nnnsual number of gownamen. Mr. 
Grey and Mr. Rickarda of Oriel 
were there." Mr. Rickarda pub- 
lished in 1826 Hymns for PAvate 
Devotion Jor the Sundays and 8akU^ 
Days throufhoui the veair (Hatoh- 
•rd), an antioipation of the Chris- 



Uan Tear published soon afterwards 
bv another Oriel man. A volume 
of Short Sermons and other minor 
works came out in his lifetime, snd 
two volumes of Poems and Sermons 
(Moziey) after hia death. Horn 
June 8th, 1795; died Rector of 
Stowlangtoft in Suffolk, August 
24th, 1865. 

* Harriet dauffhter of Sir Robert 
Wilmot of Chaddesden, two miles 
east of Derbv. She died in 1866. 
M|. Cornish had vacated hia tutor- 
ahip in the previous month, taking 
the curacy of Salcombe in Devon- 
ahire, a mile and a half east of 
Sidmouth and not far from hia 
father's house and hia own birth- 
place Salcombe Hill House. Mrs. 
Cornish's sister Lucy Maria Wilmot 
in 1821 married Mr. Rickarda, Dray- 
oott is about four miles south-east 
of Chaddesden. 
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I shall look forward to October witb much delight to see all my 
friends, chieflj however Parry' and yourself. 

To J. HuNTEBy Esq. 

WUton, July 13, 1819, 

My dear friend, 

I had left Oxford before your letter reached that place, 
and being connequently out of the way of procuring the information 
you requested I have hitherto deferred writing, having had claims 
on my time since my return neither few nor unimportant. But I 
trust you need no apc^logy to convince you that my regard for you 
is not interrupted. Absence and a thousand other causes may 
break off a friendship that knows no other bonds but those of 
earth. But when the ransomed of the Lord have been permitted to 
walk and talk together on the way to Zion, they are united together 
by links of love stronger than death ; for they have drunk of the 
same spirit and See in each other the mark of their heavenly 
Father. 

And oh the fulness of the riches of his grace ! When I reflect 
on the ingratitude 1 have shewn Him since I wrote you last, I 
am astonished that I still live to speak of it. How has my mind 
been absorbed whilst preparing for my examination ! How did I 
lean on an arm of flesh at the time itself, and how impatient have I 
been since it failed me! When I think of these things I seem to be 
waking from a dream. And truly a dream and a delusion it was. 
I thought of a home and an abiding place on earth. I dreamt of 
a strength out of Christ and was satisfied with the cheat 1 laid 
me down and slept : that I arose again and that it was not the 
sleep of death is because the Lord sustained me. As often as I 
review my past tissue of sins I am ready to adopt the expression 



1 Thomas Parry. He took a first- 
class in Mathematics and a second 
in Classics in the Michaelmas term 
of 1816, being then an Oriel man. 
On November 28th, 1818, he was 
elected Fellow of BallioL He (ub« 
sequently became Archdeacon of 
Barbadoes, and in 1842 Bishop of the 
same see. He died at West Malvern 
March 16th, 1870, aged 75. Mr. 
Phelps's intercourse with him at 
Oxford is indicated by the following 



entries in his journal : " 1817, May 
28th. With Parry to Islip." '*1818, 
March 17th. Rode to Stanton Har- 
court with Rickards and Parry.*' 
** 1822, June 9th, Sunday. Met 
Parry in the evening; walked with 
him in St. John'sGardens and after- 
wards took tea with him. Was 
much gratified by what I took to be 
his simple and sensible piety. I 
hope the evening was prontably as 
it was pleasantly spent. 
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with which David oondaded hiA message on the vanity of life 
*' And now, Lord, what is mj hope f Truly my hope is only in 
Thee.'' Where shall I seek for peace but to the blood of sprinkling 
that Jesus shed for sinners, the fountain open for sin and unclean- 
nesd? How astonishing appears to me the reluctance I have shewn 
in coming to Him as empty and desiring to be filled with HiA ful- 
ness. How did I cleave to every hold on self ! And yet I thought 
long ago that I had renounced all self-dependence. But I had not 
yet felt, and therefore could not believe, though I dared not deny, 
the depth of corruption that was in me. The half was not told 
me : and I see I must be content to be ever learning more of it, 
though at the last I must find that I only knew in part. Blessed 
be Qod for that faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. And blessed be 
His grace for making it in any manner acceptable to me, however 
bitter and humbling be the experience that drove me to the cross. 

Tou, my dear friend, have by this time I suppose been admitted 
into Orders and have opened your mouth for the Lord who bought 
you. Tou have been led, I know, by a way which you would not 
have chosen yourself. But as I doubt not but you will eventually, 
80 I hope you do already in a great measure, see a light thrown 
upon the mazes through which you have wandered. And oh ! how 
light will you esteem every trial, if it shall have given you ex- 
perience whereby to speak words of peace and salvation but to 
one soul. 

I long to hear from you and of your proceedings in the mimstry. 
Tell me soon if you have forgiven my silence, and give a few hints 
to one who is appalled sometimes at the dangers that are before 
him and his weakness to encounter them. 

Remember me very affectionately to Mrs. Hunter. The Lord 
will be with her in every trial That you both may know more 
and more of His grace whom to know is life, is the sincere desire of 

Your affectionate fnend, W. W. Phxlps. 

From J. Hunter, Esq. 

Ghueefter, July 19th, 1819. 

Tour kind letter which I received only this morning has 

distressed me. I perceive that something which tries you has 

happened to you. Well 1 this is the world of trial The peoaliar 
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emphasis laid upon the reH which remains is laid upon it in 
opposition to the restlessness which now is. Clasp what you will 
here below, and clasp it as firmly as you can, depend upon it, as 
sure as you are called to be a follower of Christ, if it be not for 
your everlasting good the Lord will force it from you. Some of 
us need more shaking than others. No one has, it appears to me, 
such a bias to earth as I have. Ob, how great is the Lord's mercy, 
if He by any means so orders events as to cause me to be agitated 
when I am ready to slumber. However, I am very ill calculated, 
for many reasons, to afford you the comfort which I could wish. 
Tou may perhaps receive from our dear mutual friend Tristram 
and some of our other friends what will do your heart more good. 
I would make one observation only, and that is what I feel would 
do myself good, to realise the purity and tranquillity and rest of the 
better country, and the blood of Christ cleansing me, and His 
Spirit preparing me for a participation in it. This would send us 
back to the world with some more weanedness from it, and keep 
us while we are in it from being of it. His grace is at all times 
sufficient. 

As to my present situation, I am not in orders. Mr. Pearson 
has written to Mrs. Hunter proposing that I should become his 
assistant at Brighton. If this takes place I shall probably not be 
ordained by the Bishop of Qloucester. This will be a sacrifice ; 
but if the Divine will appears to order it, I desire to be enabled 
to say — It is well. 

Gil bee is situated near this. He has two parishes, one about 
seven the other about ten miles distant' Mr. Manwaring' of Bra^ 
zennose has a little parish near the town. We heard him preach 
twice yesterday. I am much pleased with the little conversation 
which I have had with him. A Mr. Jacob' of your college, I 
believe, has one of the churches here, but is at present absent, as 
are likewise the Bishop and Mr. Kempthome.* 



1 See page 220. 

' Rev. Roger Manwaring Man- 
warinff — B.A. Xovember23ra, 1815, 
Second Class (below line) Michael- 
mas Term, 1815. 

' Rev. Kdwin Jacob, Glouces- 
tershire Scholar of (>orpiis: after- 
warch Principal of King's College, 
Frederickton. We shall find bmi 

b2 



at a snbseonent page corresponding 
with Mr. Phelpe. 

* The Rev. John Kempthome, 
Rector of St. Michaers, Gloucester, 
whose son married a daughter of 
the Rev. Josiah Pratt. Mr. Kemp- 
thome was Senior Wrangler m 
1790, and afterwards Prebendary of 
Lichfield. 
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I should have much pleasure in hearing what are your present 
prospects. How long will it be till age will permit you to enter 
the ministry 1 I hope, the Lord willing, when I am settled in a 
parish, to have the pleasure of seeing you to spend a short time 
with us. Mrs. Hunter and I have more than once recalled your 
last visit. And now, my dear friend, may the Lord grant us grace 
to walk more holily and humbly than we have ever done, and may 
we at last wake up in His likeness and be satisfied. 



To R. T. P. PoPB, Esq. 

WUUm, July 22nd, 1819. 

My ever dear friend, 

Though so long a period has passed since I received your 
last, I assure you I have had a constant series of interruptions to 
my writing to you. At the latter end of May my degree Examina- 
tion came on, which you will readily believe engrossed much of 
my time — alas ! my friend, how much more of it than was com- 
patible with a close and happy walk with God. 

Tou will wish to know some of the particulars, though (blessed 
be God) you have been taught to attach a very different degree of 
importance to them from what you would have done some few 
years as;o. I read for the first honours, and it was I believe the 
full expectation of my College and friends that I should have 
gained them. But God saw otherwisa I was in the Schools three 
days from ten to four. The first and third, with part of the second, 
I was employed in translating portions of my books. On the 
second I was examined viv& voce for four hown and a hal£ My 
feelings for upwards of an hour of that time I cannot describe to 
you. Sufiice it to say, I was entirely bereft of all self-possession ; 
mind and body seemed to sink together. For I was seized with a 
most unusual thirst, and heard questions most familiar to me ring- 
ing in my ears without being able to give an answer. The Ex- 
aminers treated me with very great kindness and expressed them- 
selves fully satisfied with my acquaintance with my authors; 
though from the publicity of my failure in some of them they could 
not class me otherwise than they did. 

The result of the examination was this. There were about one 
hundred and fifty examined ; of whom forty were selected as the 
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best, and arranged into three classes,' namely five in the firsts 
fifteen in the second, and twentj in the third. I am among the 
fifteen. Ton will say J have no reason to be dissatisfied with the 
deci&ion ; and surely I have none. But, you muRt know, it 
pleased Gk)d that such expectations should be formed of me, and 
such prospects connected with my success, as to render the 
disappointment of a trying nature. 

But though unbelief would for a long time arise and tempt me 
to think all was not for the best, yet I can now in some measure 
say — ** Thy will be done," and bless that gi*acious hand that shakes 
me off from earth by whatever meami. 

I am afraid I have been tedious on so unworthy a subject as 
myself. I see, my dear Pope, by your letter that you have ex- 
perienced a trial greater than ever I was called to encounter. But 
you must not be discouraged. Greater is He that is for us than 
they that are against us. And I am sure that if ever your present 
experience shall enable you to speak a word in season to an 
affiicted soul, you will find a rich recompense, to say nothing of 
the "far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." Some- 
thing I |ieroeive lies heavy on your mind. Think, oh think, of 
the adequacy of the blooil of sprinkling, to make full, perfect, 
and sufficient satLsfkction. Oh my friend, tremble, watch, and 
pray ; for you are persecuted by a strong enemy. Yet be of good 
cheer, for you are not forsaken. 



From Rev. H. B. Tristram. 

Sedgfidd, August 27th, 1819. 

As your last letter proposed several points for me to give 

my opinion upon, I ought to have answered it sooner, and I 

should have, had I not been quite satisfied that you were in the 

path of duty and prudence. 

I can easily enter into your feelings concerning the lassitude and 
unconcern which you lament as arising from the apparent ineffi- 
cacy of your former labours. I am aware that I am only saying 
what I have said before, that as worldly honour was not the chief 
object, but only an incidental advantage, you must not think that 
because you have lost that, there is everything gone. At the same 

> Virtually throe ClaasM. Sm page 236, note. 
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time I by no means forget the importance of having some imme- 
diate object in view to urge us on to activity, the necessity of which 
no one can feel more than I do. We are like the Israelites of old, 
in want of something earthly and temporal, suited to the hardness 
of our hearts and the dullness of our understandings. Pure and 
spiritual motives are too elevated for our gross minds. But though 
our weakness is to be indulged to a certain degree, yet how should 
it humble us that we need such aids, and how earnestly should we 
seek to have the miud that was in Christ Jesus ! 

The more I think of your disappointment the better I am satis- 
fied, though for a time it grieved and dissatisfied me much. To 
speak plainly, I do not think you have anything more to expect 
from Cor[>us. It is hardly to be expected that they should now, 
at such an early age, make you Tutor. Unless therefore you 
receive some further promise of the situation, you should give 
up all thoughts of it I certainly think you ought to try for 
a Fellowship, if it will not diminish your income ; as the tie in 
Corpus upon your not taking Orders till twenty-five appears to 
me by no means desirable. You have however time to look about 
you next term and take some pupils. 

I have at last got a curacy, which will give me something like 
a settled habitation after such long wanderings. My duty will be 
the chapel and township of Winlaton in the parish of Ryton. The 
Hector is Mr. Thorpe,' uncle of your scholar. The population about 
2,000. They are in a very deplorable state, not having had a 
resident clergyman within three or four miles for some years. 
They appear however very willing to hear, and that is indeed a 
promising sign. I hope to be ordained Priest on the 19th of 
September, and shall then immediately proceed to Winlaton, 
where I have taken a very plain but pleasantly-situated lodging, 
and as I shall be quite secluded from all society I shall give myself 
up entirely to the duties of my curacy. And how important do 
they now appear ! Not all the honours and situations of influence 
at Oxford have such value in my sight. The soul of one, though 
ever so despised, is worth as much as that of the rich, the noble, 



1 Rev. Charlee Thorpe, after- Thorpe, fifth bdow Phelps in the 
wards Archdeacon of Durham. list of CorpuB Scholari. 
The nephew was Bobert Alder 
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or the learned ; and I shall not have so much as one under any 
of these descriptionB. 

Mr. Tristram's letter gives a hint that his fnend is con- 
templating a step which may possibly retrieve the discom- 
fiture in the schools ; and preparing for this helped on Mr. 
Phelps's mind, no doubt, in the cheerful path of hope once 
more as the vacation passed along. When therefore the 
middle of October arrived, we are not surprised to find him 
taking again the road to Oxford, with a gayer spirit than 
might have been once anticipated. 
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Cj^apter IV. 

. AN OXFORD PRIVATE TUTOR. 

THE CORPUS TUTORSHIP — ^NEW FRIENDS — PUPILS — THE BALLIOL CON- 
TEST — ** coaching" — TOUR IN THE HIGHLANDS — INTERCOURSE 
WITH THE KEBLES — LATIN E^SAY — MAY MEETINGS IN LONDON — 

WEST MALLING — ^THE FUTURE — LEGH RICHMOND CURACY WITH 

PUPILS — RELATIVES MORTIFIED^ ANGUISH — A K^W HOME — 
GOOD-BYE TO OXFORD. 

On the autumnul evening of Friday, October 15th, 1819, 
Mr. Phelps found himself once more, but not in the Stag, 
rumbling into the Oxford dusk, and once moi*e stepping 
down the silent thoroughfare towards old Corpus in tra- 
veUing gear, anticipating a blazing fire up two pair of stairs, 
the attentions of his good scout Simmonds, and the com- 
mencement in a new character of his fifth year of coUege 
life. That evening however he became the tea-guest of 
another ; for Mr. Tucker had invited him to meet the new 
tutor installed into the place of their dear friend Cornish, 
now a Devonshire curate tasting the early sweets of 
married life. 

Cornish's successor was not Edward Greswell after all, 
but John Eeble's younger brother Thomas, a man of longer 
standing than any of them and at this period heading the 
list of Corpus Scholars, Tucker coming next to him, Phelps 
ninth and Greswell twelfth.' Mr. Thomas Eeble, who 
must several times already have passed on the tutorship, had 

> Mr. T. Eeble took a doable follows, the first two gentlemen 

Second CUbs in 1811, and hia M.A. beinff in office when he joined in 

degree January 25th, 1816. The October, 1815, and the dates against 

Tutorial succession at Corpus daring other names indicating their respeo- 

Mr. Phelps^s seven years was as tive periods of oommencing. 

Bridges. Ellison. 

Tucker, October, 1817. Cornish, April, 1816. 

Firth, October, 1821. Keble, October, 1819. 
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now consented to occupy the post, but with a little reluc- 
tance and only at the request of the College, until some of the 
younger scholars had put a few terms between themselves 
and their future pupils. No arrangement could have been 
more judicious, or more happy for Mr. Phelps himself. 
Two other scholars, both BA., Stephen Creyke and James 
Norris,^ must also have declined the tutorship before Mr. 
Phelps could have been thought of at all, and they must 
have continued to reside likewise, according to the Corpus 
rule already mentioned, which bound scholars to academic 
life, not even permitting them to be ordained, until they 
had taken their master's degree. 

It does not appear that Mr. Phelps, before this evening, 
had been brought into much personal acquaintance, if any 
at all, with Mr. Thomas Keble, whose name nowhere occurs 
hitherto in his correspondence or journal. And this may be 
accounted for by the circumstance of Mr. Keble's having 
been now for two or three years in holy orders, and pro- 
bably occupied in clerical duties away from Oxford. A 
friendship however now commenced between them which 
lasted all Mr. Phelps's lifetime. About a week later there 
occurs the first mention of Mr. Phelps's acquaintance with 
Mr. John Keble of Oriel, which likewise ripened into an 
affectionate friendship. But we shall pursue our old plan 
and let the letters relate their own story, while a new 
interest unfolds itself in Mr. Phelps's life and work as a 
private tutor to the junior gownsmen. 

To HIS FATHEB. 

Ox/ard, October I6th^ 1819. 
Being now, according to John*8 view of things, one of 
the disseminated membera of our family, I proceed to bid good 
morrow to jour breakfast table hj letter, Bince I cannot in person. 
And as old divines are wont to give first a general view of their 
subject, and then enlarge upon particulai-s, even so I (albeit no 

> Though Mr. Norru and Mr. stood first on the ooUeae boards, 
Phelps were elected scholars on the probably by alphabeticiQ arrange- 
same day, the name of the former menfe. 
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divine) do first and foremost tell you that I arrived here safe, 
sound, and happy, intending to set forth in due order the indivi- 
dual circumstances whereby this safe, sound, and happy arrival 
was brought about. 

The weather you know ; and my mode of getting to Whitchurch 
you know ; so that I ehall only remark here that symptoms of 
Weyhill fair presented themselves all along the road from Salis- 
bury, in waggon -loads of hops, carts, horses, gigs, pigs, and a 
catalogue of saleable minutice that would tire even a Dudley to 
enumerate. I must however mention a sight new to me, which 
was a convenient sort of gipsy booth, which situated in the comer 
of a lane and open towards the road, here and there invited the 
hungry and thirsty traveller to breakfut, with a pretty romantic 
appearance enough. Arney was seated beside me and enjoyed the 
drive as well as I did. 

We breakfasted at Whitchurch together and, with four others, 
anxiously expected the Southampton coach. But oh ! '' hard fate 
such friends to sever," it brought room but for one; and my 
lawyer-like friend, who had written to coachey the day before, out- 
jockey'd us all ! For the first time I was disappointed of a place 
and was at a loss how best to proceed. Three of those who 
remained and who came together ordered a chaise and went on 
immediately ; leaving me with a son of Mr. Rigby Collins, who 
must at all events get on the same day, as he had to appear in 
college chapel this morning. All things considered, I thought it 
would be my best plan to take part of a chaise with him. If I 
had waited till to-day there would have been still less chance of 
conveyance by coach, and what I should have done with myself 
all day at Whitchurch I cannot think. Had I known what to do 
with my luggage I should have had no objection to walk to 
Newbury or Ilsley and stand my chance of carriage from there. 
But I knew that if I left my portmanteau at Whitchurch, there 
it must remain, till the Oxford coachman condescended to forward 
it» which would have been at his leisure, and when he had a light 
load, to say nothing of his charge for bringing it or the chance of 
its being lost there. Ab it was, my expenses amounted to about 
seventeen shillings more than I should have otherwise incurred. 
My companion was a very young man, and I must do him the 
justice to say a very pleasant open-hearted young man he appeared 
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to be. He has jnst left Eton and entered gentleman commoner 
of Wadham College. 

Mj rooms were quite ready and as comfortable as usual. I 
arrived at half-past six, and drank tea with Tucker and Thomas 
Keble our Tutors. Cornish s brother Charles was also there, who 
I am sorry to say has not succeeded to the scholarship his brother 
vacated. The election closed yesterday, and Dayman^ and 
Kobinson ' were named as the successful candidates. The latter 
(how I wish it were a namesake of his!) had the skill to foil 
eleven opponents. Reginald Pole has just been here, and said his 
father called at twelve o'clock, the very nick of time in which I 
had gone to call on the president. The first day for taking 
degrees is the 27th instant, so that you must not expect to hear of 
my being dubbed B.A. till then. 

To HIS FATHSB. 

aCC, Oxford, Oeiober 2Sth, 1819. 
If you received the Oxford paper that I sent you, you 

saw that I took my degree on the 20th instant, on which very day 

four years I became a member of this University. As I told you, 

I had no expectation of being admitted to it so early by a week ; 

but a degree day extraordinary being granted to Dr. Qoodenough,' 

I and two others availed ourselves of it The day was a bad one 



1 John Dayman, elected from the 
diocese of Exeter. He obtained a 
First Class in 1823. In 1831 he 
was presented bv his college to the 
rectory of Skelton near Penrith 
in the diocese of Carlisle, and 
Mr. Phelps on beins appointed 
Archdeacon of Carlisle met him 
again at Rose Castle. Mr. Day- 
man published Dante'9 Inferno 
transUUed in terza rima, 1843. He 
resided at the latter end of his life 
in North Devon and died of a heart 
complaint Jaly 8th, 1871* in Lon- 
don. Mr. Dayman the stipendianr 
magistrate of London was his 
brtither. A Carlisle paper, refer- 
ring to his death, speaks of him as 
"a scholar of rare attainments both 
in the ancient and the modem 
langnages, and whose inuialation 



of Dante takes the highest rank for 
the union of the qualities of fidelity 
to the original and felicity in the 
English rendering. Wliile resident 
at Skelton he was very successful 
as a tutor, the sons of some of the 
first gentry in the county beinff his 

Supila, amongst others we believe 
ir li. Vane, and Mr. Musgrave of 
EdenhalL" 

* Francis Robinson, elected from 
Oxfordshire. He also in 1831 suc- 
ceeded to a Corpus living, Stauffhtcn 
Parva in Bedfordshire, which he 
afterwards vacated for the Rectoiy 
of Stonesfield near Woodstock. 

* Edmund Goodenough, Student 
of Christ Church, appointed this 
vear Head Master of Weatminster 
School. 
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for the display of my new robe^ and therefore as others could not 
admire me in it, I was obliged to admire it myself at home. 

Possessed of this appendage, I began to look about me more 
solicitously for employment. I did not however hear of any for 
the first week, as many of the Colleges had not met, and my 
proto-pupil, Mr. King,^ did not think it necessary to call upon me 
quite so early. On Sunday however I met with Mr. John Keble' 
(the Oriel tutor) in the street, who said he wished to see me, as 
Arnold ' had left Oxford and particularly wished a pupil of his 
should come to me. Accordingly Eeble sent him to me Monday 
morning ; I was much pleased with his ap])earance. His name is 
Stevena* We commenced operations on Tuesday at ten o'clock, 
and go on most comfortably. On Tuesday also Tucker brought 
King to my rooms. We arranged matters, and he and I fall to 
work together at eleven every day, having begun on Wednesday. 



1 Edward King, Gentleman-oom- 
moner of 0)rpti8. See page 235. 

s This was the 24th. It U the 
first mention by Mr. Phelps of Mr. 
John Keble, and as his name will 
frequenUy come up again, the fol- 
lowmg facts and dates in his Ufe 
appear desirable to be borne in mind. 
Bom Apnl 25th, 1792: elected 
Scholar of Corpus December 12th, 
1806 ; took a double First Class in 
the Easter term of 1810, when just 
turned 18. In 1812 won both the 
Latin and English Prize Essays, but 
never a Prize Poem . In 18 14 at the 
age of 22 he became Fellow and 
Tutor of Oriel In J814 and 1815 
he was one of the Public Examiners. 
In 1825 at Michaelmas he became 
Curate of Hursley, and continued 
■o for one year. In 1827 he pub- 
lished the Christian Year. From 
1&3I to 1842 he was Professor of 
Poetry. In 1835 he became Vicar 
of Hursley, and remained so till his 
death, March 29th, 1866. 

* Thomas Arnold, Hampshire 
Scholar of Corpus, aiid afterwards 
Fellow of Oriel, had just ^ne to 
settle at Lalehsm near Stames. to 
take pupils : and it was only about 
a month before the date at which 
we have now arrived that he wrote 
the first of his published letters 



(September 20th, 1819) which is 
addressed to Mr. Cornish, who was 
settling down to similar work among 
the hills of 8outh Devon. We are 
tempted therefore to extract a short 
nassa^ : — *' Poor dear old Oxford ! 
If 1 Uve till I am eighty and were 
to enjoy all the happiness that the 
warmest wish could desire, I should 
never forget, or cease to look back 
with something of a painful feeling 
on the years wo were together there, 
and on all the delight tnat we have 
lost; and I look forward with 
extreme delight to my intended 
journey down to the audit next 
October, when I shall take a long 
and last farewell of my old haunts.'* 
It was on the occasion of this same 
October visit then that Arnold 
brought from Laleham to Mr. Phelps 
his first Oxford pupil ; and no doubt 
he was induced to do so from his 
recollection of the friendly examina- 
tion he had given Mr. Phelps in the 
preceding May. See pp. 2:<0, 235. 

* Henry Stevens, Commoner of 
Oriel, son of the Rev. Henry 
Stevens Rector of Bradtield. seven 
miles westward of Reading. In 
due course he took Holy Orders, and 
a tablet in Bradfield Chancel records 
hb early death on August 18th, 
1830, at the age of 30. 



CHAP. IV.] 



Pupil appUcdtiona. 



25S 



Whilst at breakfast on Wednesday morning, Tucker came stating 
he had been requested to enquire if I would take a Mr. Pluroptre* 
of University College as a pupil. I knew something of him, and 
was sure he would be the very person I should like to tutorise. 
Accordingly we attacked Sophocles together to-day at twelve. I 
must tell you I consider myself singularly fortunate in having met 
with three so gentlemanly, nice young men, of very respectable 
connexions, and belonging to respectable colleges. As I wish to do 
my pupils justice and prepare myself for their coming to me, and 
moreover as I must attend the Bishop of Llandaff's' Divinity 
Lectures this term, I have come to a resolution not to take more 
than four pupils; yet Tucker thinking I am justified in being 
rather select, I have declined two subsequent applications. . . . 
I have some prospect of a fourth ; and if I succeed in him, I 
would not exchange my pupils for any that I know of in Oxford. 
Before I quit the subject of pupils, I must caution you against 
thinking too lightly of the dignity of my office and the importance 
of myself! I assure you it is rather awesome (as Davie Deans 
would say) to have ''a chiel before me taking notes" — ^tall youths 
with pencils in their hands ready to mark my sayings in a book, 
and 1 am obliged to be on my PP and QQ. 

But now to another circumstance. Ask mother what she 
thinks of my going to France. I have received an offer which 
nnder different ciroumstances would be well worth my acceptance : 
the education of three boys in Paris in the family of Sir Thomas 
Galway, for two years at £ — a year ! A feature of the proposal 
particularly gratifying to me was that it came from a Mr. 
Hawkins * fellow of Oriel, who examined me at my first examina- 



1 Charles Thomas Plnmptre, Com- 
moner of Uniyeraity, brotaer of Mr. 
John Pemberton Plnmptre, M.P., 
of Fredville in the County of Kent. 
Their aister Helen Plnmptre was 
the authoreaa of Scripture Stories^ 
and her valuable Letlers were pub- 
liahed in 1845. Mr. Plumptre 
graduated May 17th, 1821, and in 
1842 became Rector of Wickbam- 
breux, near Wingham, Kent. 

' William Vanmildert, Canon of 
Chriat Church, Regius Professor of 
Divinity: elected Bishop of Llandaff 
May 12th, 1819: died Bishop of 



Durham, February 2l8t, 1836. 

> Edward Hawkins, who on May 
Slst, 1818, preached before the 
University a sermon that had no 
small share in helping on the de- 
velopment of Tractarianism. It 
was founded on 2 Thess. ii, 15, and 
published in 1819, enlarged and 
ampliried into a dissertation, under 
the title of Unauihoritaiive Tradi- 
tion. Dr. Newman heard him preach 
it, and when he afterwards received 
it as a gift from Mr. Hawkins and 
studied it, it made *'a most serious 
impression'* on him. His view, 
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tion, and with whom I am in nowise acquainted but from that 
There would not however appear to be much doubt of the 
propriety of my declining it j as the situation in which Providence 
has placed me will probably be one of at least equal emolument, 
and certaioly of greater independence and comfort. I certainly 
should like to yisit the continent, and now and then indulge a 
hope that I may one day compass it. But I have no wish to be 
immured in Paris so long, a place abounding with every evil and 
destitute of all that in a religious point of view I should consider 
good. Still much gratitude I owe and feel towards the person 
who was kind enough to propose it to me. 

Whilst speaking of the friends I meet with here, I must not 
pass over Thomas Keble our new tutor. So fmnk, so friendly, 
and on every occasion so kind, that I could almost fancy Cornish 
were here again: while his judgment and abilities render him 
fully competent to the situation he has undertaken. How little 
four years ago did I think of aspiring to friendly familiarity with 
him, Cornish, or Tucker, whom I was in the habit of looking up 
to with so much respect ! 

You are perfectly right in your anticipations with regard to the 
common-room. I have been suffered to pursue my own way 
without unpleasantness or interruption of any kind worth men- 
tioning. My companion Mr. sent the common-room man to 

me with the books, to know if I meant to insert my name, which 
I declined, and have since heard nothing on the subject. He and 
I sit down to a comfortable dinner every day, t^te-a-tdte, and 
whereas the other three tables in the hall are filled with guests, he 
and I sit at one end of a long table by ourselves, to the occasional 
merriment of some few, who are pleased to remark that we are 
rather unequally yoked. However I assure you we make it out 



adds Dr. Kewman, vm original with 
him and his subject was a novel one 
at that time: he lays down the 
proposition that the sacred text was 
never intended to teach doctrine, 
but only to prove it ; and that if we 
.would learn doctrine we must have 
recourse to the formularies of the 
Church. '* This view, most true in 
its outline, most fruitful in its oon- 



seouences, opened upon me a large 
field of thought. One of its effects 
was to strike at the root of the 
principle on which the Bible Society 
was set up. I belonged to its 
Oxford Association ; and it became 
a matter of time when I should 
withdraw my name from its sub- 
scription list, though I did not do 
so at onoe. *' Apologia pro Vila «iMk 
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rwy comfortably together, and find something to converse about 
pleasantly enough. We shall doubtless to-day have something to 
say of Prince Leopold,^ whom I had the pleasure of seeing this 
morning. He was admitted to a degree in the theatre, which 
was crowded to exoesa He is certainly a very interesting looking 
man. Orief is strongly depicted in his countenance certainly. 

As you might expect, I am obliged to hear my examination 
adverted to sometimes. The nugatory congratulate, the kind 
condole, but the wise say nothing. Mr. Gleed' of St. John's 
College, who had hitherto been silent^ said in the vacation that 
there never was an instance in which he and his fellow examining 
masters felt such pain at coming to a decision. Thus I have the 
expressed testimony of three out of the four examiners to console 
me ; if indeed it U much consolation to be almost at the top of 
the ladder and then to fall off ! However, I did not break my 
neck by the fall I thank God, there is no great reason to com- 
plain of ray pecuniary prospects, and all my friends remark what 
good spirits I enjoy. 

Upon looking back on this letter, I find that I have by no 
means fulfilled my promise to inform you how I spend my day. 
My present plan is to be up, dressed, and ready to read by seven ; 
from which time till eight, when I go to chapel, I find something 
to do in preparing for my pupils or reading for my own instruc- 
tion« After chajiel, breakfast and reading till half-paat nine, 
when I sally round Christ Church meadow, returning by ten, 
when I commence business, which is ended by one. At this hour 
I go to the divinity lecture four times a week, and three times a 
week I attend a course of lectures on Anatomy at two o'clock, 
which, like all other lectures in Oxford is of an hour's lengtL 
From three till five I walk, then comes dinner time, which ended 
brings me to about six o'clock. From six till a quarter-before- 



1 The husband of the lamented 
Prinoeas Charlotte of Wales who 
died two years before, November 
6th, 1817. lie was afterwarda King 
of the Belgians and died December 
10th, 1865. At the time Mr. Phelps 
was writing, the prince was about 
29 years of age. 

* The Rev. George Gleed, Fellow 
and Tntor. He is oocasionally 



mentioned in Mr. Natt*8 Journal 
down to the time when Mr. rearaon 
left Oxford. *' 1816, June 16th. 
Drank tea with Pearson : met Gleed 
and Matthews." ** 1817, June 1st. 
I drank tea at Pearson's, where I 
met Gleed." ** June 8th. I drank 
tea at Pearson's. His sister, Miss 
Henley, and Gleed there." Also in 
1822, July 28th, August 4th. 
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seven (the time of evening prayers) unless Bingham* or some 
other fiiend looks in, I employ myself, as I do now, in letter- 
writing, if I have occasion ; if not, T have recourse to poetiy* or 
some other kind of light reading, consulting my amusement rather 
than instiniction when both are not to be met with together. 
From chapel to bed time I find enough to do either for myself or 
pupils. 

Thus you see that even now, though not preparing for the 
Schools, I can find engagements enough to fill the day. Add to 
those I have been desciibing that an occasional hour is given to 
some of our men who are going in to be examined this term and 
who are glad to have a few questions put to them such as might 
be asked in the Schools. This supplies me at once with an 
opportunity of obliging them and also of brushing up my own 
knowledge of the books. 

From Rev. H. B. Tristbam.' 
Winlaton, GaUshead-onrTyne, October SOth, 1819. 
My dearest Phelps, 

I need not say your letter was most welcome to me. I 
had intended for these few last days to write to you again without 
the punctilious observance of the common custom to wait for an 
answer to my first, which though useful to produce some regularity 
in correspondence, need not and ought not to be adhered to very 
strictly among real friends. 



1 He had been in residence now 
just a year, at Magdalen Hall. 

' He had an uncommon store of 
verse in his memory, and could pro- 
duce an appropriate quotation on 
the shortest notice, and sometimes 
a very tolerable impromptu stanza, 
in his gayer moods. In nis country 
w^ks with a congenial friend 
(always a rare treat to him) how 
often did Virgil or Horace leap to 
his tongue at the rural sights and 
sounds that occurred ! 

* Having \yeen admitted (Septem- 
ber 19th, 1819) by bis uncle to 
Priest's orders, he immediately 
commenced duty and residence at 
Winlaton in the Parish of Ryton, 
County of Durham. The Hector of 



Byton was the Kev. Charles Thorpe, 
afterwards Archdeacon of Durham. 
The year 1819 was a very anxious 
one in England ; political excitement 
and discontent bein^ rife throughout 
the country. For instance on July 
12th Birmingham (being then un- 
represented) took the daring step of 
electing a representative for Parlia- 
ment ; July 21«t, a great Reform 
meeting at Smith field, 6(KK) special 
constables sworn in ; August 16th, 
the celebrated Manchester meeting, 
which was charged by yeomanry and 
hussars, with bloodsheil. Then 
there was the famous trial and con- 
viction of C'arlile for selling Paine's 
Age of Reason. ; besides the prose- 
cutions of Orator Hunt and others. 
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YovL must now get letters from me as you can ; for time is now 
doubly precious time, as so much of my employment bears im« 
mediately on the concerns of eternity, not for myself only but for 
so many others. 

I will give you some account of my situation and duties and 
then judge for yourself. My township extends about two miles 
each way and with a few exceptions is in a most awful state. 
They are all poor, chiefly smiths, and a few agents, small farmers 
and shopkeepers. The only gentleman Sir Thomas Glavering 
lives in France. For several years past there have been a few 
most mischievous individuals engaged incessantly in propagating 
the seditious and blasphemous opinions of Paine, and with too 
much success. The seed has just sprung up and produced a most 
abundant crop. Oh that the heralds of truth were as diligent and 
faithful in their duties as are the emissaries of Satan 1 This place 
has long been noted as the fertile producer of the chief rogues in 
these parts. But they have now formed a most alarming oon« 
federacy. Almost the whole male population (and several of the 
females) are divided into classes of twenty with a leader. Some 
of the classes meet every night to receive instructions from their 
leader. The leaders meet every Monday for consultation. All 
their operations are directed by a committee in London. They 
make no secret of their object, revolution and general plunder of 
all property. Out of my township and a village (Swatwell) which 
joins it there were nearly a thousand at the last public display, 
about a fortnight ago. As they mostly have guns and pistols, and 
can make pikes in a night being almost all smiths, and as infor- 
mation has been received of their making them and also crowds- 
feet to prevent the approach of cavalry, and they are all in 
a complete state of discipline, it is no pleasant prospect for 
the peace of the country. Not that I can imagine they will 
eventually succeed, though there are many thousands thus ripe for 
rebellion in this neighbourhood, but they may for a few days 
or perhaps weeks do dreadful mischief. The clergy here are 
especially obnoxious to them, and they are more violent against 
them than against any others. But all this, though very 
alarming, especially when joined to the threats of, and in several 
instances actual attempts at, murder of those they do not like, yet 

it would not cause so much concern to me were it not for the 
s 
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infidelity which is spreading now so rapidly. It goes hand in 
hand with all this sedition. The leaders of it here are professed 
scoffers at the Bible ; not like the generality elsewhere, who are 
well contented to allow the Bible to be God's book as long as it is 
on the shelf and does not trouble them. Bat these men are 
professed disciples of Paine and Oarlile ; and the numbers they 
have deluded especially of late ia quite dreadful. The people say 
they have been humbugged by the Bible too long and will now 
study their rights. As they never come to any place of worship 
it is very difficult to get at them. The chapel generally has about 
three hundred. Service only once a day. I am very happy in 
the few that do come, as they are exceedingly attentive and I 
think some good has already been done among them. My heart 
often aches for the poor creatures who tnU not come. I feel so 
much the more as I fear several of them must suffer ere long, 
either from the military or by the slower though not less sure arm 
of the law. They have had two awful warnings this week, oue of 
them having been drowned and another having died suddenly. 
But they think little of, or rather believe not in, a future state. 

But now let me tell you what I am doing. On Wednesdays and 
Fridays I go to the poor-house in the evening and expound. On 
Sundays I have the inhabitants of the three neighbouring houses 
for the same purpose. I am about a quarter of a mile from 
Winlaton. Every evening the mistress of this house and her 
niece come in, and others occasionally^ for about ten minutes, 
when I expound a few verses and pray. The master will not, as 
he says he is a presbyterian ; though since I took the lodgings 1 
find he is a class leader of the radicals,^ and an infidel The sick 
have been my chief comfort and joy. I called to-day to see a 
young man to whom I had administered the sacrament on Thurs- 
day, but he had died in the morning, and I have full confidence 
died in the faith of Jesus. 

But I must proceed to answer your letter. I can easily enter 
into your feelings on the change in college sodety. Since the 
time we {larted I never yet have met with any with whom I could 
hold such unrestrained intercourse as while «l college. I am glad 



< Thii torm wu in those daya, like ted with violence and sedition. 
**ClMtftiste" inlater, alwayi SModa- 
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to hear there is an apparent increase of pions men among the 
nondums. As I must on account of mj studentship take my 
mastei's degree in one of the summer terms, I hope to get in- 
troduced to some of these worthies. Of course you will be at 
C.C.O.^ I have heard from Filleul, who has much to do, but 
nothing particular going on. Your account of Hunter gave me 
the hint to look out for a curacy for him here. I wish I could 
transplant a few old friends to these parts. Such men are much 
wanted, and there are no obstacles in the way of usefulness as 
in most diocese& You do not mention anything of Noel' or 
Smith,' of whom I know nothing. 

I had always dwelt on your First Class making you a College 
Tutor, and perhaps eventually leading you to succeed to Dr. 
Cooke's wig and station. But I think your failure is something 
like a hint to leave the University for more active duties, in which 
I believe you will be as usefully employed or even more so. And 
here I have a little self-interest For I have often been building 
castles which might bring you near me. I wish to state my feelings 
clearly and hear what you think. In case I should obtain any 
preferment from my uncle, which I have every reason to believe 
he would do on the first opportunity, and as the Parishes here are 
very large in general, what think you of taking the humble situa- 
tion of my Curate f There are so many " ifs '' in the case, that 1 
am almost ashamed to mention it yet Still just give me your 
opinion, for my own satisfaction. Are you thinking of any 
Fellowship 1 Certainly I hope. I very much approve of your 
attending the Anatomical lectures. I did the same. Let me from 
experience recommend you to take notes at the lime, and after- 
wards read some treatise and compare. Symonds is your best 
adviser. Yon must certainly get over the dry grammar of the 
Hebrew now, or you will not be willing when you get the care of 
a Parish. Scrader is useful fur a book of reference, but not 
sufficiently simple for a beginner. Qet Lyons also, or if you can 
Bailey's in English, l2mo., which is by &r the best I know.* 



>He took hii M.A. Jane 9th, page 210. 

1820: Mr. Phelpe wm there. * Mr. Phelpe kept up his Hebrew 

s Fnmcii James NoeL See page a little in atter voara. He was able 

154. also to read witn ease three or four 

*Helv Hutchinson Smith. See modern langnagei. 
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Ri^memHer b« wfj kfiuilj to ^e Mil^s cad afa» to all oU 
frittjis, I hope Joan aot onlj imfrova izi ipfUMiMi bat ak» ia 
iftore ittportant pcina. 

Yoar fincere asd aflfftinumte friemi, H. B. TxnntAM. 

RS. Tell Xr. HH ve Uve juat otabii^bcd a Tnct Sooeiy 
nn'^Ier tL« patroca^ of the Bishop az;d aercfml of tke sort 
reHp^:ct^>I« IncTimbenUy which inclades all the Bristol Ckuck of 
En^Und Traurta azul the Cheap Bcpoficocj, Ac, 4c. I fill ika 
hnmble office of Secrcftary: 

To R. T. P. Ton, Esg. 

Ob^ofd; JowMier 11<A^ 1819. 

if J be!oTed friend. 

It ift with jastioe joa may expreas 8iirpria« ai mj pro- 
tracted silence^ a silenoe sQch as J mjaelf was astonished at^ when 
I learnt bj your letter its duration. How the intermediate time 
has been employed J can scarcely conceive. This only I know, 
that since the receipt of your letter in Angost I have repeatedly 
projected letters to yon, and as repeatedly listened to saggestions 
thnt I had other urgent employments and coold not then spare 
time» Oh thui busy tranity — ^Life ! How mudi have we to do 
that deserves oar doing, and how little of it is ever done I How 
little does earth deserve our care, and how much do we give it of 
thoMO affections that are bespoken for heaven I Be assured, my 
dear Pope, that whether I write you or not, I have you often in my 
heart and take you with me to the Throne of Grace. I can 9om4- 
PimtB look forward in faith to the felicity of an eternal meeting 
in heaven, for which I trust, though far removed from each 
other, we are ripening, through the sanctification of one Spirit^ 
and in the increasing knowledge and love of our common Lord. 

No roatcriiil change has teken place with r^(ard to my situation 
in outward things. You know I passed my final examination for 
the Univemity in May; immediately after which I went home 
for the summer vacation. On my return, at the beginning of this 
term, I took my B.A. degree, and have since been employed in 
tho tuition of private pupils here. I beliefs you are aware that 
by the) statutes of my college I am required, as scholar, to reside 
thr(*a years after taking the first degree, indeed to the time of 
tiiking the Mai»ter*s degree, and cannot teke Orders till I am 
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M.A. This is a peculiarity of oar College, and will not allow me 
to open my mouth publicly in my Master's serTice so early by two 
years as I otherwise might However, as I am in the way that 
He has marked out for me, it is not for me to wish it otherwise. 
He can accomplish the number of His elect without employing 
such a worm as T. At the same time, should a fellowship in 
another college offer me a probability of success, I shall consider 
an earlier ordination to be an argument for my offering myself as 
a candidate. When next you write (I have no right to say, what 
I could wish, " let it be early '') inform me how you are situated 
in this respect. I rejoiced to hear you had been enabled to come 
to a resolution of entering the church, the Lord prepare you for 
it and make your way still ever plain before your fkce.^ 

I am particularly busy just now, and must hurry to a conclu- 
sion* I have not received the introductory letter you speak of. 
Have you read ^' A Memoir of Mr. Henry Martyn, of St. John's 
Cambridge "V I am reading ** Early Rising." 

It is tolerably clear, from what follows, that the pre- 
ceding letter hints at a step he was now contemplating, and 
indeed had much earlier thought of, 'to enter the lists for 
the Balliol Fellowship, an annual Oxford contest of great 
difficulty, attracting the efforts of the best men and the 
eyes of all the University. Its occurrence was on a stated 
day, always known beforehand, the election being by the 
calendar on November the 29th. He does not declare his 
intentions more explicitly from the desire not to create 
expectation. 

To HIS AUKT. 

Oxford, November IZth, 1819. 
You have doubtless heard from my father how my time 
is occupied. It has still greater claims upon it now ; for though 
the other pupil I had in my eye when I wrote last has not been 
to me, yet I have a fourth, which is Mr. Henxy Richards of 
Magdalen Hall, a brother of Mr. Charles, who said his father 

' Mr. Pope completed his ooune Mr .Tristram had fpoken of it to him 

at T.O.D. in 1821. earUer in th<* year. See page 227. 

I His jonnial records — "October ' See a letter from Mr. Tristram 

81st> 1819, begu Henry Msrtiyn." page 246. 
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much wished him to receive some instructions from me 

And a blessing I find it to be well employed. It will never be 
admitted as an excuse for us that we had so much to do as to 
make us neglect the only thing essentially worth doing. Rather 
than suffer this to be the case we should give up any situation and 
exchange affluence for want But as long as we find it possible to 
* have our conversation in heaven/ we cannot have too much to do. 

Have you heard from master John lately? I have been 
considering how I could get him near me. But I don't see how 
it is to be done except I move off to another College and so give 
him a chance of the Wiltshire Scholarship. However, a fellow- 
ship at a respectable CoUege (and nothing else would tempt me to 
quit Corpus) does not often present itself, and is not to be gained 
without encountering the strongest opix>sition. I have no doubt 
but €k>d will provide for him in good time. 

To HIS rATHEB. 

Oxford, November 15th, 1819. 
Cornish has written expressly to Tucker to say he has 
been applied to to find a private Tutor for the son of the Bight 
Hon. Mr. Colquhoun,' Lord Registrar of Scotland, and he thinks 
it very desirable I should accept of it. It is only for a definite 
time, namely from February to October, when the young man will 
come to reside at Oriel College and continue my private pupil. 
Cornish has seen a great deal of the family when staying some 
time ago at Sidmouth. He thinks it desirable I should be away 
from College some little time, for reasons which he does not state ; 
but I understand him to mean that in the prospect of my accepting 
the tutorship at no very distant period, it will be advantageous for 
me to be rather more of a stranger to the young members who are 
entering and who are to be under my care. My friend Tucker 
thinks I should accept it certainly. 

This leads me to the discovery of an undertaking in which I am 
engaged, that I intended not to have apprised you of till it was 
over ; that being at no great distance. 

> Our readers will reoosniae in Friends and Times" (1866) wm one 

this youth John Campbelf Colqn- of the Archdeacon's last books of 

houn, M.P., who died Chairman of recreation. His father waa Archi- 

the Church Association April 17th, bald Colqnhoun, Esq., fonnerly 

1870. He was bom January 23rd, Lord Advocate. 
1809. His ''WUberforae and his 
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I have given in mj name as a candidate for the Balliol Fellow- 
ship. It will be decided on the 29th after three dajs' examination. 

I had to procure a testimony to my conduct from the President 
and Fellows under the College seal. The good old Doctor, when 
I called for it, was remarkably kind. He said he could not 
sincerely wish me success, as he should be sorry to part with me. 
So say Tucker and Keble, though they think with me it is my 
duty to stand. I have such formidable rivals that I certainly do 
not see the chance which some think me to have. But if I am 
defeated, I shall be in such good company that no one would dream 
of its being a disgrace. It would be very reputable to succeed, 
and I should come to a respectable independency considerably 
earlier; though my prospect of a college living would be no 
better than I have hera It is for John's sake chiefly that I 
stand, that he may have a chance of succeeding me.' 

It is no very pleasant thing to contemplate another examination 
80 soon but I trust I am in the path of duty, and that He by 
whom I have been upholden ever since I was bom, will support 
me on this occasion too, that I may not greatly falL 

Please to let this, except where you think right to name it, be a 
profound secret, as I see no policy in letting the world (that makes 
no discriminations) know that I am beaten again.' 

P.8. My success at Balliol would not interfere with my 
accepting the proposed situation. Mr. Ellison (formerly of this 
College and one of the four Examining Masters) will be one of the 
examiners at Balliol. This will be the third time of our meeting 
in the capacities of examiner and examinee, as he was Mr. 
Hawkins's colleague at my first examination. 

From his father. 

WiUan, November I7th, 1819. 

The many gratifying offers and pleasing expectancies 

which present themselves' are enough to perplex, and would 



>He WM also aiudoas for an in (Mord, and for which it was 
admiMion to Holy orders. honourable even to stand at all. 



* The world, for instanoe, out of ' The precedinff letter announced 

Oxford would hardly ever know other ofllen that oad been made to 

that his defeats were in the very him, but which, as they were not 

hardest oonteets, and for the very entertained, we have omitted. 
firrt prises, reoognised by the world 
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certainly turn the head of a yain pedantic coxcomb ; bat as, thank 
€k)d, I am not addressing one, I shall only deeire yoo, my dear 
fellow, to consult your own judgment on this private tutorship in 
Scotland. 

In my own opinion (which I rejoice to find is backed by your 
most worthy and well judging friends Gomish and Tucker) it is so 
very desirable a thing under every consideration, that I can almost 
conceive, in the language of Holy Writ — ** the thing proceedeth 
from the Lord." 

What I like principally in it is that it does not take you from 
your pursuits in Oxford, which I cannot help thinking and hoping 
is destined to be your residence for some permanency. 

With regard to the Balliol Fellowship — '' mum." I am heartily 
glad you are going to try for it ; but without being sanguine I 
shall leave the event in the hands of an all-gracious God, who will 
order all for the best. I need not say my warmest wishes attend 
you. You expect formidable rivals, and those you will certainly 
meet with. The worthy old Doctor's expression that he " could 
not sincerely wish you success " brought tears into my eyes. 

Fbom J. Hunter, Esq. 

Upper HoUoioay^ Navemher 18<A, 1819. 
It has pleased the Lord in His infinite wisdom to keep 
me still without a fixed residence, and to bid me wait till a door 
be opened, that I may enter into that part of the vineyard which 
he has appointed. We are bad judges, very bad judges, of what 
is most for the glory of God, as it r^ards ourselves, and also of 
what is most calculated to promote our own growth in grace. We 
pray that " the will of God may be done ; " but alas ! how often 
do we secretly wish that it may be our own will that may be 
carried into execution ! You may perhaps remember the fftmous 
anecdote of Fenelon who, on the death of his pupil and patron the 
Duke of Burgundy, observed — " if there needed no more than to 
move a straw to bring him to life again contrary to the divine 
pleasure, I would not do it.** Mr. Toplady, if I mistake not^ has 
somewhere pointed out this circumstance in the conduct of the 
Archbishop as one of the most striking instances of submission to 
the divine will upon record. 

But I leave this subject and turn to the contents of your letter 
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which reached me on Tuesday. It is probable that I can give 
you no information respecting Mr. Colquhoun but such as you 
have already received. You know perhaps that he has been for 
some Ume a pupil of Mr. Kempthome*s at Gloucester. I used 
occasionally to see him there when invited to dine or drink tea 
with Mr. Kempthome, but I had not much opportunity for 
conversation with him, and what little I had I did not perhaps 
improve as I ought. Mr. Kempthome, from particular circum- 
stances gave me pretty much at large his opinion of Mr. Colquhoun^ 
and told me that he was a young man of considerable talent and 
very great assiduity, and that he had some grounds to hope that 
he thought with more seriousness than is ordinary with the 
generality of young men on religious subjects. Mr. Colquhoun 
attended the Communion regularly at Mr. Kempthome's church, 
which I conceive Mr. Kempthorne would not have advised if he 
had not conhidered him at least desirous to be truly a Christian. 

Before I conclude, I must just inform you that some hints have 
been suggested to me which might lead me to take the curacy of 
Chobham.' The Yicar is a Mr. Jerram, a man of piety, who 
succeeded Cecil 

You will have the kindness to express my own and Mrs. 
Hunter's affectionate remembrances to Mr. and Mr& Hill, with 
our thanks for their kindness to us when at Oxford. Be so good 
as to remember me to all other friends. 

Mr. Phelps's opponents in the formidable contest to which 
he had pledged himself were all men of senior standing to 
himself. Mr. Joseph Palmer Griffith, Scholar of Wadham, 
was Second ClaAs in the Easter Term of 1817; Mr. John 
Can* of Christ Church, and Mr. John Hooker of Oriel, were 
on the First Class together in the Michaelmas Term of 1818. 

The former part of Mr. Hunter's letter lately received 

> Mr. Hunter did accept the the Bev. Charles Jerram, who on 

curacy and waa ordained to it, but Cecil's death in 1810 succeeded to 

at what preciw date we have not the hving, and held it till 1834. 

ascertained. The Vicarase of ("hob- Mr. Jerram wrote a useful popular 

ham in Surrey was held by Mr. TrealUe on InfaiU Baptism. He 

Cecil along with St John*s Chapel, was bom in 1770 and died in June, 

Bedford Row, and it was efficiently 1853. 
and faithfully served by his curate 
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was singularly appropriate to his fiiend's need, though 
evidenUy written with no especial reference to it. Mr. 
Phelps had probably not mentioned the subject even to him : 
but it is evident from the letter to his father that past 
failures had left him but little buoyancy in approaching this 
severe trial. At such times men cannot reason ; otherwise 
he might have taken heart from the reflection that in two 
at least of his discomfitures, the Farneae Hercules and the 
Schools, it was not his scholarship that was inferior to 
"Qopt" — as they woxild say at Hyde. We have chanced to 
light upon a scrap of paper among his manuscripts, loose 
and undated, but plainly belonging to the present occasion. 
It is in his own handwriting and is headed ''Dejection." 
Indeed it is a piece of reasoning, only not exactly in the 
sense we used the word just now. In a most feeling solilo- 
quy that reveals his whole heart he seeks to argue himself 
out of dejection by marshalling all the motives pro and con, 
while waiting for his summons to the Balliol examiners. 
It proceeds thus : — 

** 1. Far. — Suppose I &ily and expose myself before the 

Examiners 1 
Against — ^I have no strength of my own, and might 
- make the most inexcusable mistakes. But Ood is my 

strength, and His strength is best perfected in weakness. 

2. For, — If I am rejected, what will the world say t 
Against. — ^Why, they may think me vain and ignorant^ and 

justly disappointed. But all this may make me humble 
before Ood, and this humility is a positive good. 

3. For. — ^But how wretched it will be to go to my rooms 

disappointed ! 
Against. — ^To be then unhappy is perfectly unnecessary. 
Think it is God's appointment, and that He knows best. 

4. For. — ^But I don't think I can succeed against such oppo- 

nents. 
Against. — ^The battle is not always to the strong. If Ood 
sees fit. He will place you safely in the haven you would 
come to. If you do not succeed, rest contented that you 
will one day rqjoioe at it 



CHAP, iv.] Success denied. 267 

5. For. — I would if I could. 

AgainBi. — Believe, and jou can. Ask, and you will doubt- 
less be enabled to believe. The Lord is my Shepherd : 
I shall not want. He shall feed me in a green pasture : 
he shall lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 
Looking at the old Gothic buildings opposite, I thought of days 
gone by and the ages of men mouldering in the dust. I thought 
of my dear grandfather ' and mused on what he might say if he 

saw me here. If he could know [I was going to write, 

about the blessings I liave received since his death ; when I was 
interrupted by Hooker's coming into the room, and was imme- 
diately afterwards sent for to Greek vwd voce examination.] '' 

Mr. Phelps will tell us the result, and the despatches are 
in every way worthy of the combatant. The '' Eeble " is 
Mr. Thomas. 



To HIS rATHBB. 

C.C.G., November 29^, 1819. 
The Balliol affair is over and a Christ Church gentleman 
is elected. Ajb I have no doubt but some day or other wiU con- 
vince me that is was all the better for me, I do not find such a 
temptation to repine now ; though I am sorry to say I feel so 
fatigued by a long and most arduous examination that I am not 
possessed of that composure I could have wished. I should have 
said cheerfulness instead of composure. 

It will give you pleasure to hear, and always be to me a source 
of gratitude to think, that I have been enabled so to get through 
the different exercises as not to have lowered myself in the opinion 
of my examiners. 

I am in dear Keble's rooms, who says it is for the good of 
Corpus, and, he doubts not, of myself 

The Scotch negotiation is going on by means of Cornish surely, 
but slowly because it was neoessaxy this examination should be 
over before I could apply formally for leave of absence. 

1 See above peget 7» 6. 
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To HIS FATHER. 

ace, Oxford, Deeemher IH, 1819. 
When I wrote the other evening, I told you I would let 
yon hear again before long, and when I consider the very fatigued, 
and perhaps, to say the truth, rather dejected state in which I 
then was, an early resumption of my pen is somewhat necessary. 
I will tell you some outlines of the Balliol business. 

I had three competitors, viz: Mr. Griffiths of Wadham who 
took a second class at Easter in 1 817 ; Mr. Garr of Christ Church 
and Mr. Hooker of Oriel who took first classes in Michaelmas 
term 1818. On these occasions the eyes of the whole University 
are upon us, and as usual some wagers were pending ; these were 
chiefly between the friends of Carr and Hooker, and rather in 
favour of the latter. I heard but of one in favour of your humble 
servant To say truth, I entered the lists under discouraging 
circumstances ; not only on account of the strength of my oppo- 
nents (who had, two of them, carried off tlie first honours, and all 
had considerable time since to prepare for the contest) but because 
I knew that I should subject myself to the charge of vanity in the 
opinion of some, for venturing such a task after the lesson I learnt 
in the schools. This thought gave me some pain when I was 
deliberating upon the subject ; but I thought it right to risk the 
imputation whilst there was any chance of redeeming my name 
and making an opening for John ; and this chance certainly did 
seem to present itself, as it was a question much agitated whether 
his going into the law would not be an objection to Mr. Carr from 
whom I apprehended the strongest opposition. The result of the 
contest has decided the objection to be invalid j yet I have seen no 
reason to repent my making the attempt. 

Thursday was the first day. We met at ten in the morning and 
were locked up in a room together to write an English essay, 
which neither of us had finished much before five. Friday at the 
same time we met for a Latin essay, which detained us till about 
half-past five. We were not allowed much time to refresh our- 
selves, as we had to return at quarter-past seven to translate a 
passage of Greek into English. This employed us until nearly ten. 
At ten the next morning we rallied again for the purpose of 
translating a passage of the Spectator into Latin, and some MUton 
likewise into Latin verse. From this exercise I came away at 
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half-past four ; and at half-past six returned to commence the most 
formidable part of the business, that of construing passages aloud 
before the assembled examiners. We sat in a room together, till 
summoned one by one to the tribunal ; and as I had the misfortune 
to be junior I had to remain till half-past ten at night, when I was 
sent for to a task that required the clearest moi-ning abilities, and 
which kept me till half-past eleven.^ Right glad was J to get to 
bed, though I was unable to sleep for some time; and right 
welcome was the intervening sabbath. 

Monday at ten we were examined in Greek authors, as we had 
been Saturday night in Latin. And at half-past seven Monday 
night Mr. Carr was declared victorious.' 

Rumour has done a great deal for ma Some time before the 
decision it was very prevalently considered that the palm lay between 
Corpus and Christ Church. And since then it has been clearly 
ascertained that the votes were found exactly equal for two of the 
candidates (I have no authority for saying positively whom, though 
as before rumour sides with me), and it was only determined by 
the junior fellow withdrawing his vote. One of the electors, in a 
note to a fellow of Corpus, has dropped something to countenance 
such a report ; and the Master of Balliol, whom 1 called on this 
morning for my baptismal certificate, Dr. Jenkyns, told me 
^ though he oould not congratulate me on success, yet he could on 
having done myself great credit, and in so saying he declared not 
his own opinion only, but that of the whole society which he was 
at the head of." And he added that the testimony to my character 
that came to him from all quarters was such as he hardly ever 
remembers. For reasons I have had occasion to mention before, I 
do not think it necessary to apologise lest you should think me 
vain, but plainly state (acts which I consider calculated to give 
you pleasure. 

I turn with regret to a subject not so pleasing, as I fear it will 



1 Sooh midnight hoars, giving a 
man in to anxious an affair anv- 
tbing but a fair chance, could only 
be pOMible in such a syBtem of 
private examination. In toe scbooU 
the candiilate i« examined in nerve 
•a well aa in Aristotle : and for this 
there is much to be said. But what 



ntilitv can there be in testing the 
wakefulness of a man's brain at a 
period of the niffht in which he is 
generally fast asleep in bed ? 

< He took (1837) the BaUiol Rec- 
tory of Brattleby in Lincohuhire, 
and in 1844 was appointed Hon. 
Canon in linooln Cathedral 
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give you some disappointment. I allude to the yery unexpected 
intimation just now received, that the College cannot give me 
permission to be absent for the situation in Scotland. . . . At a 
meeting of the President and Fellows assembled for the purpose, 
who I believe would have done it if they could, it was considered 
impossible to admit of absence previous to taking the Degree of 
M.A., as it would be infringing on a statute, and they could find 
no precedent. 

Before I conclude, I will mention an advantage attending each 
of my disappointments. If I had made a vacancy, John b not so 
fit for the contest now as he will be, if it please God, a year hence. 
And if I had gone to Scotland, I should not have had those 
opportunities of preparing for another examination that I shall 
have now. To these considerations it is to be added, as no incon> 
siderable blessing, that I have made fresh acquaintances by the 
late struggle and been brought into notice by it. 

To HIS FATHER. 

G.C.G., about December ith, 1819. 

. • . . Who can tell what a day may bring forth f 

The prospect of my introduction to the Lord Register ^ has been 

renewed as unexpectedly as it was set aside. I had a very 

agreeable letter from him to-day From expressions 

in it I was induced to think he would not object to his son's 
residing in lodgings here during term time, provided his college 
did not object And therefore off posts I to the Provost of Oriel 
to ascertain that point He told me politely that though it was 
not a practice much approved of in general, yet it certainly would 
not be objected to in the present instance. He was moreover 
pleased to say he was happy Mr. Colquhoun was to have me for 
his private tutor. He has since sent for me to say he has made 
arrangements for admitting Mr. Colquhoun to residence at Easter 
term instead of Michaelmas. .... Accordingly I have 
written to the Lord Register to make him acquainted with Dr. 
Copleston's new arrangement, to propose his son's residing next 

iThiBspeUinffieemstobeaooepted Lord Register, or Lord Clerk Re- 

for this title, although " Registrar *' gister, in SootlMid has custody of 

as Mr. Phelps previously wrote it tae state archives and is also termed 

might appear the most correct The Gustos Rotulorum. 
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term in lodgings under my superintendence, and to offer my 

services in tbe Easter and long vacations Bat I 

must not be sanguine ! — though I assure you my literary disap- 
pointments have not had the effect of preventing my being so. 
On the contrary, they have been attended with circumstances 
in every way adapted to animate me for future exertions, with a 
hope that I shall at last succeed, and a firm conviction that if I 
do not, it wiU be for my own great and final advantage. . . . 
The feelings with which I wrote on Monday night had left me 
before Tuesday morning; and I must in justice to myself state 
that if they partook of the nature of disappointment, they were 
much more largely made up of fatigue. For what with want of 
exercise and the unusual tension of the mental faculties, I was so 
exhausted that I was glad to go to bed soon after eight o'clock. 

Mr. Ingram's generosity much gratifies me. I will tell you 
another instance of it lately shown me. Parker the bookseller 
sent me five large folio volumes, being FM8 SynapstBy a Latin 
commentary on the whole Bible, with a note written by Tucker 
to beg I '' would allow him and Cornish to assist my studies in 
divinity by accepting this joint token of their regard for ma" 
'Twould take a long time to enumerate all the blessings I have 
enjoyed since you and I and Mr. Nightingale set off for Winches- 
ter together. 

The Christmas vacation he spent at Wilton, but left 
home early on his return in order to take Bradfield on his 
road.* Here he spent a most agreeable ten days with the 
fisunily of his Oxford pupil, in his capacity of tutor. Speak- 
ing of this occasion in a letter to Wilton, he said that the 
opportunity of aaeisting in his studies so worthy a young 
man as he took Henry Stevens to be, would have been 
alone a sufiicient remuneration for his trouble. 



1 He writes during his stay here 
^*'The groimdB about Bndfield, 
notwithBtanding the mow, 1 can 
easily discern to be remarkably 
beantifaL The village is a widely- 
scattered one, contaimng about 900 
inhabitants. It has three very 
handsome honaes, called respec- 
tiTely Bradfield HaU. Bradfield 



House, and Bradfield Rectory, of 
which the last is rather the best : 
and Mr. Stevena's property being 
somewhat the larsest, he is the 
principal person in the village. The 
CoUeffe of St. Andrew, at Bradfield, 
was founded afterwards, in 1850, 
by then Rector, the Rev. Thomas 
Stevens, who was its first Warden. 
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To HIS Auirr. 

C.C.C, Ox/ordy January 22nd, 1820. 
I have just returned from young Stevens's rooms, where 
I have been breakfasting with him and his father, who brought 
us up comfortably in his carriage yesterday. It snowed a good 
part of the day ; however whilst it held up, I could perceive we 
were travelling through a part of the country much finer than 
I have ever before seen. Our way lay for some time along the 
banks of the Thames, which are crowded with parks and seats. ^ 
The account I have to give of my stay at Bradfield is that it was 
made so pleasant by the kindness of every one there, that the 
fortnight seems to have passed very rapidly. I received ])ressing 
invitations at parting to come and see them again, and was 
assured of a hearty welcome at any time, in a manner that could 
leave no doubt of their sincerity. We did not move very much 
from the house, owing to the snow, which was deep ; Mr. Stevens 
however took me and his two sons to Reading one day in the 
carriage. It is a well built town, as large, I should suppose, as 
Salisbury, and very prettily situated.' 

You have seen, no doubt, an account of the fire that took 
place at Magdalen Hall. It is a back part of tlie building de- 
stroyed, which does not appear from the street. I was very 
apprehensive for poor Bingham and his books.' Both were saved, 
but only just so, and not before he had been sleeping half an hour 



> From Bradfield he would reach 
the Thames at Basildon Park : from 
thence and beyond Wallingford he 
would keep the Berkshire bank, 
noticing Mongewell Park on the 
opposite shore, till he reached Ox- 
fordshire at Shillingford Bridge. 
After this he would drive rather 
wide from the river, passing by 
Nuneham Park (l/)rd Uarcourt's), 
and catchinff one of the most char- 
ming of all the distant views of 
Oxford, that from the south, at 
Iffley, two miles off. 

>This was his first introduction 
to Beading. He must have entered 
it by the Bath road. Trinity Church 
was not then built, nor was it thought 
of until numy years after. 

> The tire occurred in the night 
of January 10th, and was first ob- 



served by the guard of a passing 
mail-coach, who gave the alarm. 
An anecdote was current in Oxford 
for the next few days that one gen- 
tleman, having been pulled out of 
bis bed as the flames were bursting 
into his room, rushed back crying — 
** For God's sake, let me save my 
Aristotle I " This (recorded by Mr. 
Cox) curiously enough tallies with 
an expression in the above letter. 
Magdalen Hall adjoined Magdalen 
College, and it was said that this 
fire, which burnt down so much of 
the Hall and led to its entire re- 
moval, was not lamented by the 
College. On the Srd of May follow- 
ing was laid the foundation of the 
present Magdalen Hall, on a site 
some distance from the old one, and 
to the north of All Souls. 
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within ten yards of the flames. ... I spoke to Ann about 
going on with Italian and writing to me about onoe a fortnight 
to state what she has done, and the difficulties she has met. I 
wish to know what pieces of Haydn's and Mozart's music she ia 
in possession of. I have some thoughts of being a little musical 
myself this term and having a piano-forte. If I have five pupils 
I shall require some additional amusement, and it may relieve 
my eyes a little in the evening. 



Fbom F. Robinson, Esq. 

Essex Street, Januart/ 2Sth, 1820. 
I fear you may have sometimes thought it unfriendly in 
me not to notice your last letter long before this ; but I assure you 
you would greatly undervalue my interest in all that affects yours, 
if you could doubt my being extremely — vexed (shall I say, or 
pleased ?) by the account of your last struggle for distinction. I 
perfectly agree with you that such a hair-breadth separation from 
your object is by no means likely to allay disappointment. I can 
scarcely imagine anything more adapted to vex and sour the 
mind for the time. But at the same time it is impossible not to 
see that one end of such endeavours has been fully answered to 
you by the notoriety into which your rivalry must have brought 
you and the fame necessarily acquired by a well-fought combat. 
And as to the other and the more substantial advantage : I take 
it for granted that whenever you next come forward you will 
derive large benefit from the general recollection of the hardship 
of your recent disappointment. I entreat you however to follow 
the spring of your own elastic mind. It may perhaps be a ques- 
tion how far it is politic for an imbecile candidate to proffer the 
frequent exposure of his incapacity ; but depend upon it you will 
never appear to disadvantage trom the memory of the struggles 
you have yet made. 

I was glad to hear from Bingham lately that you succeed so 
well in your pupils. Remember me to him, and tell him I have 
been exi>ecting to receive a certificate that his apartments were 
not injured by the late fire, or at least that he is not the young 
man alluded to as the innocent cause. I really entertained some 

alarm on this latter head. 
T 
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To HIB MOTHER. 

(hfwrd, February 10A» 1830. 
Tea say you should like to peep in upon me in my 
study. If you could you would find me pretty well employed 
just at present. Mr. Oolquhoun^ being come, my emplojrment is 
considerably increased of course. He is a fine handsome young 
man about seventeen, of very good abilities, and certainly attain- 
ments beyond his years, with a determined thirst for knowledge 
such as I think I never saw before, except in my friend Robinson. 
His manner seems to be pleasing, and I trust we shall go on 
comfortably together, though of course it is too early to ascertain 
this point as yet. Stevens goes up for hia examination next 
week,' so that he adds a little to my labour just at present He 
comes to my rooms every morning at seven, and remains till 
eight. At ten Colquhoun comes to me and we read till eleven^ 
wlion I leave him employed in vij inner room to prepare 
another Iciwon for me by one. In the meantime I adjourn to my 
nutor a|>artment and give two lectures in succession to my pupils 
King and Plumptre. At one I return to Colquhoun, when we 
riHid together till two, and then he leaves me. From two till 
i\\r^ again I read with Stevens, whom I like more and more the 
more I know of him. He not unfrequently accompanies me in 
my walks from three o'clock till five. I never omit this best of 
relaxations, and the benefit I derive from it is palpable, and may 
be felt. At half-past seven I go to Colquhoun's rooms and read 
with him till nine ; at which time Richards' comes to my roomsi 
and an hour's reading with him finishes my day's business at ten 
o'clock. 

And now for my amusements or enjoyments. Three or four 
times a day : after breakfast, before and after dinner, and before 
bedtime, I receive the greatest pleasure from my piano. It is a 
handsome instrument, almost new, and sweetly toned. I give a 
pound a month for it I have had it for a fortnight, and am 
sure it has done me ten pounds worth of good. It lightens my 
heart, brightens my head, and drives from my face all the wrinkles 
and frowns that Qreek and Latin may have left upon it 

iMr. Phelps's jotuiul reoorda— >*<Febnury 17th. H. Stovsns 

''1820, Febraary 4th. J. C. Colqu- passed Responaioni." JoamaL 
houn, a pupil, oame tome." * Mr. Hsnij Biohaida, 
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Another pleasare I derive from tracing the improyements of 
xny pupils, and seeing how it reflects apon my own mind, impress- 
ing upon it what I had learnt before imperfectly. <' Teaching 
we learn."' A third and still greater enjoyment I find in my 
walks, and the conversation of Tucker, Keble, or some other 
golden fiiend who partakes them with me.' 

But (if I may mention it) the most exalted pleasure is 
found in realising the presence of a Heavenly Father, reconciled 
to us in the Son of BLis love, in casting every care upon Him, 
assured that wherever we are situated and however employed, 
He will never leave nor forsake those who wait diligently upon 
Him. 

To R. T. P. Pope, Esq. 

Oxjordy February 2ith, 1820. 
What shall I say for myself after so long a silence ) I 
cannot hope to account satisfactorily for all the time that has 
intervened since the receipt of your affectionate letter. 

But if numerous occupations have kept me from writing to 
you, they have not, my dear Pope, kept you from my thoughts. 
I often look back to our early intimacy in the days of our igno- 
rance ; to the period when it ceased, and when I despaired of a 
renewal of it such as I then could wish ; and to that happy 
morning which brought me your first awakened letter. These 
are subjects, I assure you, which often and deeply interest me, 

and I am led to say — 

" Utramque nostram uicredibili mode 
Canaentit Mtmm." 

and to hope that notwithstanding the impediments to our inter- 
course now, we may yet find in each other (in and through Jesus) 
support and encouragement for our journey through "the waste 
howling wUdemoss'' (Deut. xxxii, 10). I assure you your last was 
a comfort, and admonished me that I was behind-hand in the race. 



> The reader of Chaucer will be at 
onoe reminded of a line deacribing 
the ** Clerk of Oienford '*— 

" And gladly wokle be leame, and 
gladly teche.** 

> We find in the ioomal the fol- 
lowing entries near about thia date^ 

•'January 23rd, Sondsy. Walk 
Tnoksr." 
t2 



•* January 90th, Sonday. With 
Tucker to Water Eaton.'' This vil- 
age, where Mr. Tucker did duty, was 
north of Oxford, on the CherwelL 

*' February 9th. With T. Keble 
to Hincktey ** — two miiea aouth of 
Oxford, in Berks. 

"February 21st. Dined with 
Keble, at Oriel.'* 
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The accoant you give of your companions and proceedings in 
Dublin is very cheering. I trust the number of serious under- 
graduates is considerably increasing here ; though most of those 
who were originally my companions in the road to Zion have now 
left Oxford, and have entered into the vineyard. We have 
nothing here that corresponds with your visiting the children of 
the poor in Dublin. There are among us private parties for 
the mutual enjoyment of our privileges of reading and prayer* 
These are blessed seasons, and I feel myself most unworthy of 
theuL All I have to tell you of myself is that my growing in- 
sight into the inveterate corruption tliat is in me reminds me 
how great a debtor to grace I must consent to be, and that the 
unsatisfactoriness of all worldly things and purauits is loudly call- 
ing upon me to " seek first the kingdom of God." Pray for me, 
my dear Pope, and let me soon hear from you. You must put 
up with short letters from me, and I will consent that they shall 
be ofbener. I am often deterred from writing at all because I 
have not time for writing much. 

I rejoiced at the account of your interview with Wolfe— another 
bond to interest us in Hyde Abbey. ^ I trust Eobinson and 
Upton are running with us. Both are in London. 



> This was no other than Charles 
Wolfe, the young Irish diviue and 
poet, author of Not a Drum wag 
heard. He was of the family of the 
hero of Quebec, and was bom in 
Dublin. December 14tb, 1791. He 
was taken by his family to England 
for education, and was placed first 
at Bath, and in 1805 at Hyde Abbey 
where he remained until 1809. He 
belonged therefore to the school 
generation that immediately pre< 
ceded Pope and Phelps. His Irish 
biographer mentions the place of 
his education as *' Winchester 
School,'* being evidently unaware 
of Hyde Abbey, and confounding 
it with the College. He speaks how- 
ever of his master as ** Charles 
Bichards senior." In 1809 Wolfe 
entered Dublin University, where 
he gained a scholarship and won 
medals for composition in prose and 
▼erse and for oratory, besides the 
fraud distinotion of opening one of 



the sessions of the Historical Society. 
Sir John Moore fell January 16th, 
1809, and the famous *' Ode" was for 
some time current in magazines and 
newspapers before Wolfe owned the 
authorship. Ha was ordained in 
Noveml>er 1817, and became curate 
of Ballyclog in county Tyrone, but 
in the following June quitted it to 
serve the village of Castle Caulfield 
in the parish of Donoughmore, in 
the same county. His whole heart 
was in his work, and his naturally 
robust constitution and excellent 
health were undermined by his zeal 
for his Master*s cause. He was an 
invalid when Mr. Pope saw him, as 
intimated in the letter. In the spring 
of 18*21 he was .'it length compelled 
to retire to Dublin for repose and 
medical advice. Change of climate 
was tried, and Exeter and Bordeaux 
were visited, but it was now all too 
late, and he expired at Dublin Feb- 
ruary 2l8t, 1823, in his thirty -lecond 
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To AN AUNT. 

Oxford, March I5th, 1820. 

Toa must not infer from ray long silence that I have 

forgotten. I have been proposing to myself to write to you ever 

since I left Wilton I should like to give you a long 

account of my proceedings since uncle left us at Christmas. I 
could mention a thousand rich mercies that I have met with and 
am still receiving. Among them I would mention my introduc- 
tion to such a family as Mr. Stevens's, where I met with every 
kindness, and witnessed all the happiness that can attend upon a 
well regulated christian family. But I must defer a full account 
of myself till we meet 

After the Easter vacation I shall not be so busily engaged, I 
trust, as I have been this term ; for really I have had more upon 
my hands than I could undertake again with comfort. For the 
first three weeks I had five pupils, two of whom were going to 
pass a public examination and consequently required more of my 
time and gave me more anxiety. Since then I have gone on with 
four, but one of the four is my private pupil Mr. Colquhoun 
(brother of Mr. Walter Long of Hartham * ) on whom I bestow 
the same time and attention that I give to the other three 
together. Thus am I actually engaged with my pupils six hours 
a day, to say nothing of time that is requisite for conning over 
beforehand what I have to do with them, which you must know a 
young tutor finds sometimes necessary. 

These engagements leave me but little time for private study or 
correspondence. But still I find time to direct my thoughts 



year. His Bemains, consisting of 
prose and verse compositions, be- 
■ides fifteen sermons, were edited, 
with a short memoir, by the liev. 
John A. Russell, Archdeacon of 
Clogher, which reached a third edi- 
tion in 1 827 . ( London : H am il ton. ) 
His poem *' The Death of Abel' was 
written as a prize poem at Hyde 
Abbev. 

> Walter Lonfl of Rowde or Rood 
Ash ton, WraxaU, and Whaddon, all 
in the county of Wilts, Esquire, 
bom October lOtb, 1793, married 
August 3rd, 1819, Mary Anne, 
•eorad daughter of the Bight Hon. 



Archibald Colquhoun of Rillermont, 
Co. Dumbarton^ Lord Register of 
Scotland. Burke's Landed Gentry, 
Hartham Park, in the west of Wilt- 
shire, four miles west of Chippenham, 
is engraved in Britton's (VUUhire 
(vol. Ill, page 184). It is dated 
August 1st, 1825, and called ''the 
seat of Michael Jo}", Esquire." Mr. 
AV alter Long succeeded to the 
family estates on the decease of his 
father Richard Godolphin Long, 
Esquire, in 1835. He may have 
been occupying Hartham only as a 
tenant at this time. 
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towards those I love, and trust you need no assurance that they 
frequently veer towards Lacock. I picture to myself you and 
uncle stealing quietly on in the journey of life, enjoying (as I pray 
that you may) the temporal and spiritual blessings of Gk>d» and 
looking forward with tranquillity, through the merits of the 
Redeemer, to the close of this and the entrance upon another 
existence. Our paths are widely (and we are assured wisely) 
separated ; but they terminate, we will trust, in the same point. 

To HIS FATHEB. 

C.C.O., March ISthy 1820. 
I am writing to you between nine and ten in a beautiful 
spring morning. The sun is shining in upon me and renders my 
apartments more than usually cheerful. I wish you could in 
like manner peep in and witness the comforts I am enjoying here, 
through the blessing of God upon your paternal kindness and 
exertions. I hope you yet may at some period or other, and 
mother with you. 

• • . . Colquhoun I am happy to say gets rooms in college 
next term according to the original arrangement. He is a young 
man of very extraordinary parts and attainments and grows daily 
in my esteem. But he is one of those who develope slowly, and 
I perceive that our attachment to each other will be formed 
gradually j it will not on that account I trust be less strong and 
durable eventually. I have received a remarkably kind letter 
from his father, wishing his son to remain the Easter in Oxford 
instead of going into the neighbourhood of London ; which would 
now be useless, as his parliamentary duties will not call him to 
town early enough to see him there. 

To HIS FATHER. 

Oxford, March 26<&» 1820. 
The best news stirring at C.C.C. is that we have another 
vacancy here, one of our fellows having had property left him to 
an amount that requires him to vacate his fellowship. This 
promotes White to a fellowship and leaves the scholars thus : — 
1, Creyke ; 2, Norris ; 3, W. W. P., Ac. There are also tolerable 
grounds for hoping that two of our junior fellows will be weak 
enough to marry within a twelvemonth ; but of coorae these are 
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bat UidB in the bush as yet* Natheleas the prospect is goodly. 
It behoyes John, you see, to look ebarp. 



To HIS FATHEB. 

C.aO., March 29th, 1820. 
I am again expenencing the contemplative solitude of 
a vacation at Oxford. Such solitude, I confess, is not without its 
charms for me, more especially as the employments of last term 
left me but little leisure for the objects of private study, which I 
have now the opportunity of pursuing. . . . 

Sometimes as I pace up and down our still and peaceful library, 
to which I have free access, and survey the innumerable noble 
volumes that are at my command, I am lost in admiration of the* 
advantages I enjoy, so much gpreater than a few years ago you or 
I could *' ask or think." The library is light and cheerful. The 
windows are a simple and unafiected Gothic, and look out on one 
side into the quadrangle, and from the other we see our good old 
President's lawn and garden. ... So much for the Corpus 
library, endeared to me by hotirs never to be forgotten which I 
have spent in its placid retirement' 

Snoe I last wrote to you I have had two offers made me, 
similar to those you have heard of before. One to superintend 
the education of a young man of great property who has just 
entered New College. He has no father, and it was his mother's 
wish that I should be with him in vacations as well as term times 
for the next three years. Money was no object, it was said. This 
offer came through a young college friend, who was commissioned 
to enquire for such a tutor. This I of course declined ; as well 
as the other, which you will own came from a good quarter. 



> This hbittiy, extending in a line 
with the chftpel, along the whole 
length of the aouth side of the qoad- 
ran^e, f onna a part of the f oonder's 
Ofiamal decign. In tho Prasidoit's 
Oallery below, among the portrmite 
of the seven biehopt there is a 
oarions one of the founder, painted 
by Corws, a Flenuih painter, after 
he had become Uind. ttwaaoleBned 
and restored by John Hooker of 
Exeter in 1579 (Richard Hooker i% 
wall be rsmsmbersd wss an Exeter 



and a Corpus man), and was after* 
wards engraved for Fiddes's "Life 
of Wokey." The contents of the 
library are very valuable. The foun* 
der himself enriched it with a rare 
oollection of the eariiest printed 
books, a set of the Aldine classics^ 
and a great number of manuscripts, 
both on veUum and paper, which are 
in fine p rese rvation. Many subse- 
quent benefactors have also contri- 
buted to it. Ingram's MemorkU$ </ 
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EHison of Balliol (who baa three times' been my examiner) dined 
at our high table about a week ago, and as the fellows were going 
out of the hall he stopped to ask me if I would underUke the 
education of a boy eight years oW ; the situation, he said, he 
considered most desirable in every point of view, if I were dis- 
posed for a thing of the sort. I thanked him kindly, but told 
Mm my present engagement ; upon which we parted, not how. 
ever till be had kindly added^- You were the first person I 
thought of as soon as I heard of it" , ^ r .u 

Mr Stevens was in Oxford the day his son went home for the 
He i!ave me a call, and I received both from him and 
reffiinir invitations to spend the vacation with them. 

T have taken some very pleasant rides with Golquhoun. 
• • • *" 

To HIS FATHEB. 

aC.a, Oxford, April Uih, 1820. 

)fy joomey was a safe and pleasant one. ... It 

snrinkling a little when I came out of "Wilton, but that was 

ooon over, and I had a charming ride over the downs, till 

T was within half a mile of Andover, whentho rain returned . 

"Between Andover and Hurstbomo I met with a brisk shower, — 

J there was no more wet worth noticing during the rest of my 

ride. I ^^ ^^^ S9^ ^^ ^ beautiful country, the sun shone out 

briifhtlyy and I enjoyed the rest of my journey exceedingly. My 

horse did his duty nobly. I did not hurry him, and we both 

arrived at the rectory with very little fatigue at four o'clock. I 

found my friends as hearty as ever : we dined at five, had music 

again in the evening, and I left them yesterday at half-past two. 

"With the exception of one little scud, I had as pleasant a ride 

from Bradfield to Oxford as possibly could be. J rested my 

horse and took tea at Dorchester,' after which I trotted through 



1 For the Scholarship, October, 
1815 ; in the schoolB, MAy» 1819 ; 
for the fialliol Fellowship, Novem- 
ber, 1819. 

' And no doubt, while hia horse 
was resting, so inquisitive a travel- 
ler went out to enjoy a look at the 
ancient and most interesting church ; 
and possibly likewise a view of the 



Roman camp which the newspapers 
of June, 1870, spoke of as being 
ploughed up for tanning purposes. 
The Oxfordahtre Dorchester (stand- 
ing near where the Thame and Isis 
unite to form the Thames) was the 
see-town of the vast pre-Conquest 
diooeseof Linooln. 
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the beautiful woods at Nuneham, and deposited my steed in bis 
stable and myself in college pi*ecisel7 at half-past seven. So 
ended my eight days' excursion. 

Colquhoun arrived last night by the Bath coach, and to-day he 
commenced his residence within the walls of Oriel. He seemed 
very glad to see me this morning. We have not settled our plan 
of proceeding for the new term as yet ; that of course must be 
in a great measure regulated by the college tutors he will now 
have to attend. One of his tutors, and my good friend, Mr. John 
Keble of Oriel, I met this morning, and we took a short turn 
together. To receive not only the notice, but the friendship of a 
man I so much esteem, is truly gratifying to me ; and the little 
chat I had with him has quite given me spirits for the beginning 
of the term. 

To HIS MOTHER. 

G.G.G.y Oxfiyrd, April 28, 1820. 
. . • You will be pleased to hear that I continue 
well and am proceeding comfortably with my four pupils ; one of 
whom, Mr. Plumptre, is soon going to be examined. Mr. Colqu- 
houn is now settled in Oriel College, and I see him but one hour 
a day instead of three as I did last term. . . • 

The newspapers will tell you of a most melancholy accident 
that occurred here yesterday. Three young men belonging to this 
college ventured on the river in a sailing boat, when the wind was 
too rough for such unskilful sailors. They were upset, and one 
— ! poor Bourkc ! He has only been a member of Corpus three 
weeks, was an only son, I suppose about nineteen years old. 

What does this teach us 1 The uncertainty of life, and conse- 
quent importance of religion 1 Not only so, but that if there is 
anything we doat upon, we should be jealous lest it should with- 
draw our affections from ' things above.' It is said his poor father 
was more than usually wrapt up in him, educated him entirely by 
himself, and would never before let him go out of his sight 

To UI6 FATHER. 

GC.C, May 8<A, 1820. 

. . . The Lord Register spent yesterday in Oxford, 

being on his way from Scotland to take his seat in Parliament 

He brought one of his daughters with him. He sent me an 
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Mr. Phelps's Winchertw CoOise 
friend, Henij Stonhonee, cams np 
Sehokr al New Mne time ia 18»L 
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tioned). I vas absent from Oxford daring part of the Easter 
vacation, and haying previooslj sent jour paper to Mr. Natt, 
through Mr. Hillj I left it there, and have not seen it since. 
I have several times applied to Mr. Hill, but Mr. Natt has not 
returned it to him ; which appears, 1 think, to indicate that said 
Mr. Natt does not feel much warmer in the cause than Oxonians 
in general do. As I do not know Mr. Natt, I must wait to 
receive the paper indirectly. If you tell me it is not too late, 
I will thtti Apply to Dr. Macbride,^ and rest in hope of sending 
you something from this learned tinivendty, albeit a trifle. 

Were you to ask me to account for the comparative indifference 
I have witnessed (and perhaps shewn) on this occasion, I should 
say that there is a degree of uncertainty necessarily attaching to 
the nature of the thing to be supported — ^namely, a periodical 
publication, which does not exist in many other things that lay 
claim to Christian support ; and that consequently those whose 
means are limited must be expected to lend their aid rather to 
the latter. 

To HIS 7ATHEB. 

(7.C.C., May ISthy 1820. 
Tou ask a few particulars respecting poor Bourke. 
Through nusmanagement in turning the boat in a high wind, 
one of the three young men, named Dayman, was knocked out 
of the boat by the boom, and immediately began to swim to land. 
Bourke and Mesham remained in the boat, which was now filling 
with water ; and as the river is very shallow in many parts, were 
in hopes they might remain in safety on the upper side. Mesham 
was now entangled in the rigging, and would certainly have 
peririhed, had not Bourke disentangled him. Bourke then pro- 
posed swimming, and started for the purpose. But Mesham beiog 
but a bad swimmer, was afraid, and clung till the last. Seeing how- 
ever there was not a hope in the boat (the water being sixteen feet 
deep), he set off swimming, at which time Bourke had advanced 
some way, and was about as far behind Dayman as Dayman was 
from the bank. But when Mesham got up to poor Bourke he 
found that he made no progress, but was merely paddling. He 
endeavoured to requite the former kindness, and supported his 

1 Dr. Maobride had been Principal of Mi^jdakn HaU siiioe 1818. 
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friend in his arms till he foniid that no p rogres s oonld be made, 
and himself was becoming quite exhausted* He then relinquished 
bis hold, and Dajrman, who had just landed, saw the poor fellow 
sink for the last time. From the blow he had reoeiFed, and the 
fatigue of swimming he could make no attempt to save him. 
The utmost he could do was to get poor Mesham to the bank. 
They ran a mile for assistance^ but the bodj was not found for an 
hour. We buried' poor Bourke in our cloisters with erery tribute 
of affectionate attention. Two uncles only came. His poor 
father could not leave his mother, whose life they say is endan- 
gered by the shock. 

We subjoin the following letter, which might otherwise 
seem of too private a nature, as shewing how speedily, in 
the earliest tide of prosperity, Mr. Phelps's considerate 
thoughts bent themselves towards assisting the younger 
members of his family, and relieving his father as much 
as possible from the burden. 

From his father. 

WilUm, May 27th, 1820. 
Dearest William, 

Your proposal respecting John has indeed startled me, 
though you will do me the justice to believe it is entirely on the 
score oi my slender finances which render it necessary to pause 
before engaging in a concern of such magnitude. Your argu- 
ments, backed as they are by such well judging friends, have their 
full weight with mo ; and I hesitate only on fearing to be jeered 
like the man in the gospel who *^ began to build and was not able 



> ** May 4th. Poor Bourke*! fime- 
rsL" Joumsl. 

On the 25th of May Mr. Phelps 
wrote home^' * You saw in the Salis- 
bury paper the death of the Rev. 
Matthew Arnold, drowned between 
the Isle of Wisht and Gosport. An- 
other of our Fellows ! That three 
out of our small society should in so 
abort a time have met with an un- 
timely end is, as my father says, 
without a parallel." This oould be 
no other ti&an Dr. Arnold's elder 



brother. See Life of Dr. Amotd, 
p. 1. 

The third melancholy event hap- 
pened in the night of May 8th, when 
the Rev. John £verest, M.A., Fel- 
low, while suffering under the dili- 
rium of fever, put an end to his life, 
at the age of thirty -one. Mr. Phelps 
records this with much feeling, as 
Mr. Everest who had not resided 
much at oollese since 1815 had 
treated him with marked attention. 
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to finish.*' For my circamstanoes I fear are not likely to prove 
more flourishing as I advance in years, and with such indifferent 
assbtanoe. On the other hand, I look up with gratitude to the 
Giver of all Good, who has raised me up a son who has the will, 
and a prospect of the ability, to assist me in supporting the 
younger branches of my family, thereby enabUng them to sup- 
port themselves. Should the dear fellow be so fortunate as to 
get the exhibition, it will leave £60 annually for us to find, 
which I should hope we shall be able to manage between us. 

I will therefore advise Mr. Richards as you desire, and request 
him to forward John to you on Friday next, and I will furnish 
him with the requisites you mention. 

To HIS FATHEB. 

C.CC, June Zrd, 1820. 
Since my last I have received a very gratifying note 
from .... containing a draft for £ ... . As it 
wanted a month of the expiration of the term when he ceased 
reading, this is rather handsome. He has given me a pressing 
invitation to his father*s house in Kent . . . 

You have here a sketch of my first year's accounts ; which I 
cannot give you without a feeling of gratitude to God, who has at 
length enabled me to support myself without burihening you. 

To HIS FATHEB. 

C.C.C, June 15^, 1820. 
• . • I have engaged with another in Plumptre'a 
room, a son of a canon of Lincoln, Mr. Hett' 

The Duke of Wellington was not here yesterday.' The crowd 
and pressing was immense. I and John were separated unavoid- 



/ Wim«m Kaye Hett, Scholar of 
Linoolo CoUej^. He became head 
master of Heigbington Grammar 
School, Lancashire. 

>The Duke'i expected presence 
brought a vast conconrse to this 
commemoration, [n honour of the 
occasion Dr. Crotches fine oratorio 
Palestine was performed, the com- 
poner conducting it in person. The 
words of it were from Uober's no 
leas celebrated prize poem PaUaUne^ 



recited with so much applause in 
that very theatre seventeen jrears 
before. Heber (who became Bishop 
of Calcutta three years afterwards) 
was now present, as well as Crotch ; 
and as they complimented each other 
between the acts in the area of the 
theatre, tbev were observed by the 
audience, who hailed them with a 
hearty round of applause. Cox'a 
HecoUectioM, 
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ably hy tbe rosbing ; and his prudence prevented his gettfng a 
place in the theatre. I was very much vexed, bat he appeared 
very well contented with what he did see. He must give you 
the detail Keble must have the drawings next term. 

To HIS FATHER. 

Oxford, Friday, June l^th, 1820. 
. . . I start from hence Monday morning by the 
Bath coach, by which young Colquhoun went to Hartham House 
this morning. The young gentleman is so eager to start for Scot- 
land that I should not wonder if I did not see Lacock, though I 
shall be so near. 

Tou must give John an occasional hint to be diligent in the 
holidaya It is of importance that he should be master of the 
twelve first books of Homer and perfectly mcuter of his Greek 
Qrammar. In this latter he is defective. I find him, though 
much improved, inclined to be dilatory. He certainly has not 
yet attained a hve and taste for reading. I should like him to 
have always some English work in reading, which he should go 
through with. Tou might direct him in this, and occasionally 
inquire of him what book he has now in hand. He might be 
kindled by perusing the lives oi literary characters, particularly 
of our poets. He might perhaps derive good from the memoirs 
of Henry Kirke White. I have told him how to proceed with 
Hobert From nine till ten every morning he should be instruct- 
ing him in Latin ; and in the evening Robert should say to him 
some of the answers in my abridgment of Introduction to Uni- 
versal [torn herel. I hope this will be strictly and uniformly 
observed. It will benefit John as much as Robert 

I trust Susan improves her advantages in learning French and 
music. 

In one of the stockings at the bottom of the trunk you will find 
a handsome medal, which is to commemorate our grand fSte in 
1817. Many were struck off for the members of the college to 
purchase. I and two others were presented with ours for com- 
positions recited on that occasion.^ It is worth between three and 
four guineas. 

1 See page 162. 
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Hie foregoing letter refers to a tour in the Highlands 
which Mr. Phelps had engaged with the Lord Register to 
undertake with his son, relinquishing for that purpose his 
usual holiday pupil at Lord Pembroke's. The young squire 
and his tutor started for the north in June, passing 
through Kendal, Appleby,' Penrith, Carlisle, and Stanwix, 
the then coach road to Scotland ; and after a preliminaiy 
month spent at the fiunily mansion at Killermont they 
advanced, on the 24th of July, along the western side 
through Dumbarton, Liverary, Qlencoe, to Livemess. 
Thence they pushed onwards again and reached John 
o'Qroattt. Returning to Inverness, they then took the 
eastern coimties, and visited Nairn, Elgin, Banff, Aber- 
deen, Montrose, Dundee, Perth, reaching Killermont vi& 
KiUin' on Loch Tay. An interesting diaiy by Mr. Phelps, 
written with some detail, but not now perfect, records 
the experience of this trip. During the month at Kil- 
lermont he visited Glasgow, where on July 16th he 
heard the great Chalmers preach in his own church, 
but does not give his impressions in any detail. It is 
evident from the perusal of the diary that both tourists 
entered into the object of their excursion, which was to 
see everything and enjoy all the Scottish edition of 
glorious nature, while, like those who left Yarrow un- 
visited, 



1 At Appkby they ohanged hones 
ftt the " SW'i Head,'*imlnn which 
more than forty yean afterwards 
became the Archdeacon's temporary 
abode while hit parsona^ was get- 
ting nady. In these his Appleby 
days he would now and then feeling- 
ly recur to his tint youthful intro- 
auction to thii then remote resion, 
dwelling on the thought of how 
little we ever foresee in the leadings 
of Providence and how little he 
dreamt at twenty-three of what 
Appleby and Carusle would be to 
hmi when past sixty. 

' On their arrival here, September 
let, they fell in with another tour- 
ist in inelaiioholy rirmniitancnw. 



It was Dr. QeorM Thaokeny, Pro- 
vost of King's College, Cambridge, 
in charge of the corpse of his com- 
panion, who had died then the 
pnvious day, Dr. William Beau- 
mont Busby (or Buahby) Dean of 
Rochester ; they had beoi on a tour 
together between Edinburgh and 
Stirling. Our tourists spent Sun- 
day September 8rd, at Loch Katrine, 
in the vicinity of which Mr. Phelps 
chanced to pick up a very small and 
beautiful Greek Testament It had 
been dropped bv young Lord Ashley 
(the present £!arl of Shaftesbury), 
to whom the finder had the pleason 
ol vestoriBg it 



O'at idlh- fta^ ^ic t^mm 



But licaSvVs Hk^'irii^e rt*f*:«ri hrw iLe lasy and thiistiiig 
int-eH-eci cf tbr v.iTzxzrfr znhz. c:izli r-r,'* v e'^naDv a turn 
at an Oxf.'TNi juiLSsor 'w^il li> nT r. vLrn rria..*Linir their inn 
at the rsi cc a f^j^jr .e .rci£D^*i tT a rLinv i.>Tir. 

One extra vn Alcrr .c* iLr j^>:iiTi&I ve -i&ll present to the 
reader, beoi3af*e all ilr rc^ ih&i was n>i j^ers'^nal and indi- 
vidual, viih iLi> rx.>:Tii.-n, 5i'>rr:''^e5 wLat m^jfat be seen 

anv sumiQrr Vv anv t-.-urisJ wb:- fi:.u!i visdi North Britain. 

• • • 

But who is ever iikt^v n:w to I'kll in with such a show- 
man of CuII>itn fi'.Ii as Phi^rts anl C.!^Tih-:»un by good 
chance met on tLis famous gr.»uiil en AxuTist Isi, 1S20? 

"We fv^imd cmrsrirw on an ertenaiTe pUin or lather moor, 
sonoanded bv zuked Lills, mhI lc^>king as bLick and cheerless as 
beoune the scene c^ the camA^ h g^ftve c^me ux We foimd oor 
guide T^rj inadequate to the o£oe cf ejq>Iaining the different 
parts of the ground. Bat as there was m small £irm house not 
veiy distant, we drove up to it» ar.i were fortxmate enough to 
meet with an intelli^'^nt Highlanvier, who walked with us over 
the whole field, explaining the positions held br both armies. 
He shewed us where the British cannon vas nnged ; where the 
Duke of Cumberland onieied the attack to oonmience; what 
]i06t was held bj each of the different clans of Highlanders ; at 
what hour the battle commenced, when it ended, and whereabouts 
the supporters of the Pretender gave wav. The battle of Culloden 
was fought in the year 1745, seventy-five rears ago; so that of 
course our guide, who was a young man, could not speak from 
his own recollection. What enabled him to give so accurate a 
detail was the circumstance that, a few years back, a Colonel 
Macdonald (son of the celebrated Flora) assembled all the living 
witnesses of the battle to be found in the neighbourhood at our 
friend's house, who consequently became possessed of all the 
information the eleven old men (for such was the number mus- 
tered) could impart. It soon became discemable that (like Cato 
of old) our companion, had he lived at the time, would have 
chosen Hhe conquered side.* 'Here stood the Macdonalds '-* 



CHAP, rv.] A wdcome visitor. 289 

'here stood the Athol men' — 'and here the fausse-hearted G^)r- 
dons' — 'and on that bit broom that je ken to the wast stood 
Prince Charlie ; and he wad never ha'e left it, but Major Ken- 
nedie begged, and prayed, and dragged him awa\' Our new 
guide bade us observe (what indeed we had noticed shortly after 
entering the plain) patches of bright green grass at intervals 
between the dark surface of the heath. These were the graves of 
those that were slain in the battle." 

We now resume the letters belongiiig to this period. 



Fbom Rev. J. Hunter. 
Chobhamy near Bagakotf JSurrej/y JtUy llth^ 1820. 
On the Friday after I wrote to you last, as I was sitting 
with a book in my hand in the little arbour on the grass plot 
before my house, I saw a person at my gate who, as I thought, 
somewhat resembled Filleul.' Having received no notice of his 
intention to visit me, I could hardly believe that I was not 
deceiving mysel£ I ran however to the gate and found that it 
was in reality our faithful, pious old friend. Mrs. Hunter had 
been daily expecting to be confined, and the following evening it 
pleased the Lord to give us a little girl. I had much comfort in 
having Filleul with me, as he truly helped together in prayer 
with us and for u& He read prayers in our church of Chobham 
both in the morning and evening, and would doubtless have 
exhorted us from the pulpit that with purpose of heart we should 
cleave unto the Lord, had it not occurred that two charity ser- 
mons were appointed to be preached. Mr. Jerraro, my pious 
vicar, preached in the morning, and myself in the evening. Ton 
will not be surprised when I inform you that friend Filleul made 
some preUy severe animadversions both on my [torn] and manner I 
He left us on Monday morning. He is at present in particular 

> Mr. Filleul had come to England Saturday, June 24th, the day after 
to takehiaM.A. (which he did June Mr. Phelps set out on the Scottish 
16th, 1820, a week after Mr. Tris- tour. On the day of Mr. Fdleul's 
tram had taken his), and also with taking his M .A. Mr. Phelps had not 
some design of standing for a fellow- quitted Oxford, and they must have 
■hip at Exeter College, which how- met ; but the journal does not re- 
efer he abandoned. The visit to cord it. 
Chobham here related ooonrred on 

U 
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t4tfiUffiMMumf •fld Midi m require die enneii pn^en of 
fr}«*ff/t# Mi iht* Thrtnui id Or«ee« His f^ant mie haveva^ like 
h\mm»\ilt »h'fUf/h0frtpardf And he it etndjing to do ell to the fforj 
fit Uttti, Vttn will remmnljer me and mj deer wife end oor ddld 
hi UfA Tlinmn </f (irHoe. Triatrsm'M pious Charlotte is to be one 
HfiiUwiiUt*!' MtMl ii«tr NUt4sr Christiana the other. 

My i\mr ff IoimI, iltU U a vain world. '' Set yonr afEsetioiis on 
llilMKN ftliMVit, wliiir0 (JlirUt in at the right hand of God.'' Wee 
III yn\\ Mt' V\\\m\ who onoo gave us as the subject of a Thuradaj 
•»Mf»y ■ 

*• T\\p briKhtmib things below the iky 
(live but s flattering light; 
Wd should luipect some danger nigh 
When we poesess delight"? 

t \mf J^i^tl/ Apply ^^^ ^ myself in many respects^ and still 
Muth» Jut^ily porhaps the first line of that hymn — 

** How yain are all things here below." 

If ytm rlsit Perth, steal half-«n-bour and take a turn in the 
Utintflti of my late kind father-in-law. His place was called Bell- 
Wttiid. Had his life been spared I should gladly have sent you 
a lf«ti<tr to him, and no one would have received you more kindly. 
\t you should ever hear his name it will be with respect and 
affttotlon. 

And now a word to yourself. I hope you will not fail to 
improve the present opportunity to make the utmost inquiry in 
yotir power into the state of religion amongst all classes in Scot- 
land. I entreat you to keep a journal. Try to get occasionally 
Into the cottages. Ask if tliey have a Bible : if they have more 
than one : look at the Bibles. Ask them on what their hopes 
of salvation are built: what their minister preaches to them: 
whether they can read and work. I shall regard it as a peculiar 
favour done to myself individually if you will grant these re- 
quests. Write down some account of the result and let me see 
it. 1 shall probably be in Oxford, the Lord willing, after the 
long vacation, and hope then, if it be His gracious will, to have 
a little conversation with you. I cannot now enter into the 
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naami of the ttb#Te reqaests, but hope that I shall then, or per- 
haps before if I have leisure, oonvinoe you that thej are not 
trivial. 

I trust, my dear friend, that you will be brought out of that 
oontest in which you are engaged with a full victory. Our 
enemies are many and strong, but it is a good thing to resist 
ttriinng againat sin, though it were even unto blood It is no 
easy thing to keep the heart with all diligence. Certainly a 
believer in Clirist is a constant miracle. At one time the hand 
of God is seen in His providence suddenly removing him from 
the temptations ; at another, temptations are removed from him. 
At a third, just when he thinks he must sink for ever beneath 
his enemies, he cries, cries earnestly, and the Lord hears and 
gives him such a victory as makes him astonished when he looks 
back upon it. This is the weapon you are using, and *' He never 
said unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain." 

To HIS FATHEB. 

KUUrmant, Saturday, July \6th^ 1820. 
You will see by the date of this that I am not further 
removed from you than when I last wrote : neither indeed can I 
say even now when we are to set out, but 1 believe it will cer- 
tainly be before the end of this next week. The trials for treason 
are to take place in Glasgow next week, and our stay will enable 
us to be present As I hope hereby to see the Scotch court and 
judges to advantage, and also to hear Mr. Jeffrey^ (the Hunous 
Edinburgh reviewer), who is counsel for the Radicals, I am not 
so impatient of this delay. 

I have been introduced to some of the Scotch gentility this 
week, having dined out twice, and once met a party of the Lord 
Register's friends at his own houses I am much pleased with 
some very respectable and worthy characters I have met with in 
this way. One introduction has indeed gratified me very much, 
namely, that to Miss Joanna Baiilie,' who is on a visit to a lady 
in this neighbourhood. 1 have dined with her twice. But yoa 
must hear more of her when we meet, to which time also I must 
defer a description of Loch Lomond, to which we made an ezpe- 

I FrancU Jeffrey, bom 1773 ; died * Born 1762 ; died Febmaor 2M, 

Janiury 26th, 1660. 1661. 

U2 
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dition laBt Monday, and saOed fcwenty-fonr miles up it in a 
steamboat^ in which also we dined. The soenery is grand beyond 
what I oonld have conceived. 

I hope and trust John is getting on with his Homer and Oreek 
Grammar. I have thought much of him lately. It is evident 
he has been less fortunate than I was at Winchester in point of 
companions ; and unless a boy has smart clever lads about him 
to stimulate and at the same time keep him in check, it can do 
him no good to remain at the head, or near it, in a large schooL 

I am very anxious about Susan's music and fiobert's lAtin and 
history. Ann I hope goes on well with Italian. I should think 
that by the help of dictionaries she might make out one of Soane's 
tales. 

To R. T. P. Pope, Esq. 
EiUermonif near Olaagaw, July 18tA^ 1820. 
My dear Pope, 

After the long interval of our correspondence, I feel 
myself somewhat tempted to address you as a stranger. But 
whatever awkwardness our protracted silence may have given to 
my pen, of one thing I feel assured — ^that your regard for me is 
not diminished ; and I have the best assurance of this in the 
consciousness of my unaltered and (if a mortal may promise) 
my unalterable affection for you. Yes ! my dear friend, I have 
a permanent feeling about me, that our friendship is of no ordi- 
nary kind, even of Christian friendship ; that however widely we 
may at present be situated, and whatever interruptions our cor- 
respondence may experience, we are yet to be brought nearer to 
each other even in Uus Ufe. It is probable that this feeling has 
its origin in the peculiarity of some circumstances attending our 
early acquaintance, and is indebted for its being entertained and 
supported to the strong desire I have to speak with you face to 
face, and to converse with you on subjects of far other nature 
than those on which we once conversed. But whether this pleas- 
ing hope IB to be realized or not, is a matter respecting which we 
shall feel (as candidates for the eternal inheritance) every da^ less 
and less anxiety. We know that created things shall be dis- 
solved, and we are looking for " a city which hath foundations ; ** 
''an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." And 
with such a prospect before us, how ought the things of time and 
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gense to sink in our estimation ! I am persaaded, my dear Pope, 
that next to the surprise felt by the spirits of the just made per- 
fect at the greatness of the weight of glory reserved for them in 
heaven, will be their astonishment at the infatuation that made 
ihem BO often slight the promise of it upon earth. What are we 
doing! What can we be thinking of) What is there in the 
things that are seen, that withdraw the soul's gaze from those 
things that are not seen but are eternal ? We have been taught 
the impossibility of finding happiness in this world ; nor have we 
been taught only by the hearing of the ear, but we have made 
trial ourselves. Have not you and I grasped, often and eagerly 
grasped, at human happiness, and found it to be a shadow, ^* a 
shadow's dream " 1 What then remains for us, ba immortal and 
intelligent creatures, but to look for substantial and soul-satisfying 
happiness) Here again have we been taught through Divine 
mercy. We have each of us been assured that such is to be 
found in heaven : and the way we know. This therefore being 
made known to us, do we not voluntarily sacrifice our own happi- 
ness if we suffer the dazzle of earthly shows to engage the affec- 
tions that should be fixed on heavenly realities ) Oh 1 Pope, let 
us rouse ourselves and each other to look more stedfastly to the 
end of our high calling, and to aim at greater progress in the way. 
Let us admit of no excuse for a contrary conduct. We have 
positively nothing else to do in this world but our heavenly 
Father's business. We are not our own : we who are bought 
with the price of Jesu's blood have nothing to do but to seek the 
glory of God, to search out and follow Hii will, and walk, in His 
way. He Himself has described to us the nature of the way 
through which we are to pass. It is not one which will admit of 
security or supineness. We have a race to run, a battle to fight 
In the world we must have tribulation. Our adversary the devil 
is ever going about us. But let the dangers, difiicullies, and 
sorrows of the way aggravate their terrors as they will, yet He 
who has so faithfully represented them to us, and forewarned us 
of ihem, has also reveded a way to escape, promised to make 
QB more than conquerorB through Him that loved us, and con- 
verted the cup of bitterness itself to balm and sweetness, by the 
aasurance that ** these light afflictions, which are but for a moment, 
work oat for ub a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 
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My dear friend, do let me hear from you soon. Did you 
receive a letter of mine bearing date the 24tli of February f 
Upwards of half the present year has passed, and yet no tiding^ 
of you ! From me, who am so disorderly a correspondent^ yon 
would have nothing to apprehend after such a silence ; but that 
you should keep your taciturnity so long really gives me some 
anxiety. Do pray release me from it as early as possible. I am 
at present at the house of one of my college pupils, with whom I 
am about to set out for a tour through the Highlands. It will 
occupy us, I BuppoHe, about five weeks, after which I return to 
Wilton. Jn the meantime you might write to me here, under 
cover to the Right Honble. Lord Register, Killerroont by Glas- 
gow, and your letter will probably follow me to the Highlands^ 
or at all events 1 shall receive it immediatly upon, my return to 
this place. My plans of life are the same as when I wrote yon 
last. I must reside at Oxford two years from next Ghristnuw, 
and cannot take orders till that time has expired. In the mean- 
time I am occupied with four or five private pupils, with each of 
whom I read in the classics one hour a day. When you write, 
say something of my firiend Godfrey. 

Believe me, dear Pope, your truly affectionate friend, 

W. W. Phslps. 

From the Rev. H. B. Tbistbam.* 

Oateshead-iipanrTyne, August 23nJ, 1820. 
We were married July 1 1th, Tuesday, and arrived here 
the Friday week following. Unpacking, settling, dire, fully occu- 
pied the first ten days. But all this was interrupted by Charlotte 
being attacked by an inflammatory fever. It was very severe 
while it laated, though happily not infectious, and never imme- 
diately dangeroua ... I look back to the time which has 
passed since I first saw you at Oxford this year* and wonder at 



* In March of this year Mr. Tris- 
tram had been appointed Lecturer 
of St John's, Newcaetle-on-Tyne. 
Just about the aame period he wae 
presented by hie CoUefl» to the 
uving of Bramham, near wetherby 
in Yorkshire. He resided at Gates- 
head (which adjoins Newcastle). 
From Bramham (which he held 



until 1823) he derived no peooniary 
benefit, and his soIa obiect in re- 
taining it was that he might secure 
for it the services of an efficient 
curate, and such did the Bev. G. 
Almond prove, and his ministry 
was a blessing to the plaee. 

>Mr. Tristram took his M.A. 
degree.at Oxford on June 9th. 
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what has been brought about Not one event can I think of 
h\A what is an instance of unmerited Ioyc. 

I have a history to relate which I am sure will interest and 
delight you, for you have a heart to feel similar joy to that in 
heaven at the conversion of a sinner. Just before our return 
hither, a relation had hired for me a servant with whom we were 
much pleased at first sight and etill continue to be so. Mrs. Tris- 
tram being much interested concerning her asked various particu - 
lars and found that her family lived at Washington, Davison's 
parish. That week my marriage was put in the Northern papers, 
which being read at Washington excited some interest. For two 
of her acquaintance there told her soon afterwards that about a 
year ago they were first awakened to a sense of the importance of 
their souls by hearing a sermon from me at Washington from 
Isaiah Iv. 7 — 9. This was the second of the only two sermons 
I ever preached there. They had never heard of me since, till 
ihey saw my marriage in the paper. One of them came over to 
hear me the following Sunday at St. John's. They have con- 
tinued decided and improving characters since. I also heard of 
another fiimily, who though not changed in heart, I fear, have 
erer since oome to church and spent Sunday differently to their 
former manner. I tell you all this, for it caused my heart to leap 
for joy. Never did I at the same time feel so humbled. Is not 
this an ample recompense for all my anxiety at college and at 
Mr. W.'s ? Little does one know the secret intentions of the 
Lord. Oh may I ever readily submit to His will ! Happy 
intelligence this to welcome my return ! It added to my love to 
my dear wife, who was the means of bringing it to me. I used to 
say to myself sometimes, if a christian is the means of bringing 
two to the knowledge of a Saviour's love, he has no reason to 
complain of a want of blessing from above. He replaces the loss 
the church sustains by his death. But though this is an ample 
crown of rejoicing, there is a warning — " Be not high minded, but 
fear." Oh may I not at the last day, after preaching to othem, 
be myself a castpaway. I shall proceed to answer your kind letter. 

Much do I regret not seeing Filleul. But I must not complain. 
Wales must ever interest ua I am sure Ormskirk will ma. I 
only preached once there, though frequently in the neighboming 
ehurohes. At the last day we shall know why we were prevented 
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^xm^ to ooe pbee aad weeX to another, aad vivt 
molt </ oar laibcNint I oo^it to tell jcni tbai on tke neoad dsf 
after oar vedding we were at ILdTcm, asd ck iTrTMli i ig the top 
oT tlM bills we net oo tbe ianmit Mr. Xatt,' wbo^ I kod aot 
ieoi SAce I left Chrut Chordft to go to Mr. W. He Ittd been aei 
^/wn bj the eoedi at one end c^ the ridge, wu walking over it 
awl lAteckded to p rocee d faj the fint eonrejanee to Woreeiler. 
We were motoallj delighted. Be dined with a. Ckilotte 
liked him Tety modi. He aeems rather de^noding and ^~^"*^ 
to lodk at thingi on the darkeat aide. 

I fhall rewrre Newcaatle newa till we meet, or if not, fior 
another letter. When joa oome^ yoa most inquire for me in 
Union Bow on the Windmill Hill, Gvateahead. I am Lcctorer 
of 8t John'a. Bemember me vety kindlj to the Hilla and all 
Oxford friends on joor retam. I hope Jnba' is welL 

What think yoa tX. the Qaeent I fear ahc is bat too gailtj. 
Still I cannot approre of the King having a diToroe which would 
not be allowed to any of his subjects who had treated a wife as 
be baa. In the sight of €rod expediency can be no excuse £or 
iPftkr^g one code of moral law for a king and another for his 
subjectii If guil^ she certainly ought to be degraded. I think 
of myself and am thankful for the happiness I enjoy in being per- 
mitted to choose lor myself and to marry one who feeb a similar 
affoction for me. 

Fours affectionately, H. B. Tustram. 

P.O. — Smith' Is much better and wants a curacy. 

To Bey. J. Huhtsb. 

Ferih, AuguH 2Sth, 1820. 
When I tell you what it is that renders my writing this 
letter almost necessary you will be somewhat surprised. I con- 
sider it necessary because you might hear of my visit to Perth 
from some other quarter and rather wonder at a proceeding of 

I Mr. Natt'i jonnuJ records — preached on the mominga of the 

«• On WedneMUy, July 12th. I eet Uet twoSimcUya." 
off towards Milvem, Buxton, and t A black dog of Mr. 

the Lakei, and returned to Oxford which he had left at Oxford, 
on Saturday, August 5th, having * See page 259. 

been absent three Sundays. Hill 
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mine here— calling on Mra. Hunter's relations withoat an intro- 
duction from you. 

I came to Perth on Saturday night with Mr. Colquhoun. We 
were employed all this forenoon in visiting Dupplin and Lynedoch, 

and dined at Mr. Patton's I thought the opportunity 

good of taking a solitary walk in the grounds of Bell wood as you 
suggested. With that view I asked the Pattons if I should be 
able to obtain admittance. They said yes, and to my surprise 
Mr. J — who had left the room, shortly after returned with a note 
of introduction to Mrs. Young, which he had written for me. 
This was what I had not solicited ; but since I had it I felt bound 
to deliver it, and I assure you it has been a great happiness to me 
that I did. Upon Mrs. Yoimg kindly permitting me to walk, I 
informed her of my acquaintance with you and Mrs. Hunter, 
which I need not add insured me the kindest reception. Miss 
Toung was so good as to shew me through the delightful grounds 
of Bellwood, which independently of their natural attractions 
have, I assure you, become doubly endeared to me. I must always 
remember those walks with pleasure for your sake and for the 
sake of the Christian converse I enjoyed in them. Miss Young 
could derive no pleasure from a cold and heartless sluggard in the 
Christian course, but I trust I have derived benefit from her 
spiritual mind. I am sure it gave me pleasure, after the dearth of 
Christian society and the dissipation of the thoughts in travelling, 
to be so unexpectedly refreshed in the dear groves of Bellwood 
with the language of Zion. 

The tour was ended at Eillermont early in September, 
and Mr. Phelps quitted Scotland by way of Edinburgh 
for the south. On the road he visited (September 9th) his 
friend Mr. Tristram at Gateshead, and after spending a 
month at Wilton, arrived once more in Oxford on the 12th 
of October to commence his sixth academic year. 

To E. T. P. Popi, Esq. 

C.C.C, Oxford, October 2lH, 1820. 

After the truly affectionate letter I received from yon 

about two months ago I could wish to have given you an earlier 

answer. But I shall not henceforth apologise to you, taking it for 
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gnuxted that jou aacl I are too closely hnit together for either to 
suffer in the opinion of the other from a more protracted loieiioe 
than usual We are both, I feel assured, more disposed to write 
inquiring into the cause of any such silence than to sit down 
forming surmises concerning it. 

Your last reached me nearly at the northern eictremify of Scot- 
land, at a house in which I and my pupil were spending a few 
dsys at Wick in Caithness^hire ; and though it would have beem 
heartily welcome anywhere, it certainly was doubly so when I 
was so fieir removed from my Mends and home. It challenged me 
to the remembrance of our higher home, the many mansions in 
<mr Faiher*9 house. With regard to one topic of your letter, it 
was a discovery which if our friendship were meroly earthly would 
have hurt my pride and lessened my esteem for you ; as it is, it 
makes you doubly dear to me, from the recoll^tion that we have 
boen plucked together from that prison*house of ignorance, deceit^ 
and prida 

And seeing that these things are so, that we are purchased (and 
oh, with what a price 1) and that oonsequently we are not our 
Qwn^ what shall be our course of life henceforth 9 Let us go forth 
in the strength of the Lord, ever reminding and admonishing one 
another not to withhold that heiirt which the Lord our Saviour so 
justly claima ''Ye are not your own." Then why that undue 
solicitude we sometimes feel for the future, as if we had the dis- 
posal of ourselves 1 Why that sinful gratification of our own will, 
when the will of €k>d, as it must be accomplished in us, so should 
it be obeyed by us f Why that casting down of the soul from 
dread of danger ghostly and bodily t K we are the Lord's, surely 
fle will protect His own. The end and aim of our life, I am 
persuaded, should be to glorify Him who gave Himself for us, 
that He might purify unto Himself a peculiar people lealous of 
good works* 

If anything suggests itself to either of us whereby we may 
better answer the end of our living, we must mention it to one 
another, not so much as anything new, but by way of reminding 
and stirring up. Suppose then we were more habitually to realise 
our oneness with Christ, would not many of the difficulties in the 
way of serving Qod heartily be removed f Are we sorely pr c a se i 
by any paitioular ieoiptaiiQiil Axe we wai^^bed to the earth 1^ 
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4MX appalling insight into the perveneneas and weaknees of oiir 
nature 1 Looking forward, are we perplexed at the path we are 
to pursue, or are we dismayed by the retrospect of time and 
talents and opportunities squandennl away, of resolutions broken, 
and spiritual foes successful ? Let not these tlioughts carry us 
down the streams of corruption, nor check us in our heavenward 
course. Let us look upon ourselves as united to Him who is 
strength, wisdom, righteousness — ^nay, all in all to His people, and 
not refuse the pardon and peace which God is more ready to give 
than we to ask. Forgetting that which is behind, let us press 
onward and gird up the loins of our mind, put on the whole 
armour of God. 

I am returned to my former employment of private tutor, and I 
thank God have as many pupils as I desire. You I suppose are 
reading for your degree. Let me hear as soon and as often as 
may be how and what you do. 

Tour truly affectionate friend and brother, W. W. F&vlps. 

• 

To BIS FATHKB. 

Oxford, October 2^d, 1820. 
I have a oommiBBion for you from our good old President. 
He says that the celebrated Mr. Harris of Salisbury ' onoe pre- 
sented to a musical club at Oxford a musical publication of his 
called The ^S^n^, consisting of a Pastoral adapted to old Italian 
airs. It has since, I understand, been published under the title of 
Daphne and AmaryUie, However the copy he presented has been 
lost ; and if you could procure at Salisbury by any means anotber, 
under either of the names, you will much oblige the old boy. 

To this letter his father replied, October 26th — 

I baTS put the worthy old doctor's commission in a tnun 
of inquiry by writing to my friend Arthur Corfe ; but I much 



1 Mr. Jsmet Harris, fsthsr of the 
first Earl of Malmetbury, bom 1709 ; 
died December 22nd, 1780. He was 
devoted to moiic and art and wrote 
treatises upon them. Mrs. Harris 
also shared the same iaetss. They 
were visited at Salisbury by ttie 
best artiita of the day, went often 
to the theatrs, and took a» intorest 



in the new dramas that oame oat. 
The pastoral about which Dr. Cooke 
inquires ii mentioned inthe Malmes- 
bury Papen recentlv edited by Mr. 
Harris's grandson, the Earl of Mai- 
mesbnry, where it is called first 
*' Damon and Amaryllis" and after- 
wards by the title that Mr. Phelps's 
father '^ 
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doubt, after Bach a length of time, of being suooessfiil ; but more 
of this in my nezt^ after hearing from Arthur. 

And again on November 4fth — 

I send you Daphne and AmaryUia, which my friend 
Arthur has lent me and given me permission to copy. He says 
'^ I value it much, as it is in the handwriting of the celebrated 
Mr. Harris.'' He adds, " I am almost certain it was never pub- 
lished, as it was exclusively in the possession of the Salisbury 
Concert." Should therefore the worthy doctor wish to have it 
copied, he is very welcome to get it done at Oxford by your 
return ; or if he has no good copyist, I will get a proper book and 
set George Lane about it at Christmas. He will be glad to earn 
a few shillings, and with my occasional assistance I dare say we 
can accomplish it in the holidays. 

The son writes from Clorpus, December 1st — 

Dr. Cooke was highly pleased at seeing the music, and I 
believe intends that we should get it .copied in the vacation. But 
of this I am not quite sure ; he has the books, and I am to call 
for them before my departure. 

Fbom the Rev. S. Hawtbet. 

BroadckaiUc, December 6(A, 1820. 
Was it not for your so kindly wishing it, I do not think 
I should trouble you with a reply to your letter, since we are, I 
hope, to meet so soon. I had actually begun an epistle to you at 
the latter end of November, but somehow could not finish it I 
was not in a free spirit for writing. But I trust you do not 
judge of the sincerity of my r^;ard for you by my writing or not 
writing. But really and truly, six day9 are soon gone, and in 
those six days two sermons are to be prepared, besides many other 
things which you will one day or other know better perhaps than 
at present 

I assure yon I was made very happy by your saying that I had 
ever contributed to making you so. 1 uras not aware of it For 
we had met so vezy seldom that really there was not much oppor- 
tunity for my giving you any praotioai proof of my regard. I 
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liope you will contrive, notwithistanding all you say of your 
numerous engagements when at home, to pass at least one whole 
day and one whole night at Chalk this Christmas, and that you 
will always believe yourself to be one of our most welcome guests. 
Perhaps the time may arrive when you will become a minister 
of Christ, and that your spot may be fixed in our neighbourhood. 
In that case, you will be your own master, and I then should 
hope an intimacy (if our lives be spared) may be perfected which 
is only at present begun between us. I think the Lord will call 
you into His vineyard, by the way in which He keeps you near 
to Himself notwithstanding your necessary intercourse with the 
world whilst at the university. Whether you may be intended 
for a south Wiltshire clergyman or for one of elsewhere, remains 
to be seen. We whom Jesus calls into the ministry are placed by 
Htm^ wherever we go. There is solid satisfaction in believing 

I was reminded of you particularly to-day, passing your door on 
my way from Rolston, where I had been on a short visit to Mr. 
Winder. There are few whom I can call " brother " in this 
neighbourhood, but I trust he is one. He seems to know the 
importance and weight of his charge, though the Lord hath only 
set him over a very few sheep at present. He has got, however, a 
little addition, having just taken the curacy of Little Langford, 
a place I suppose that you know. 

Well, my dear friend, as we shall meet, I hope, very soon, I 
shall not take up more of your time at present Hn. Hawtrey 
sends her kindest Christian regards to you. 

The following letter, which reached Mr. Phelps at Wilton, 
diflcloBes the fact that, during the term just over, ' coaching ' 
at Oxford had not been with him on the smoothest road. 
Two young men of generous natures and of highest prin- 
ciples, from possessing in common one fault of character 
somewhat similar in complexion (a shy reserve, we might 
perhaps call it, if we judge of the occasion correctly) had 
become temporarily estranged. They had made up the 
difference between them and had been working together 
again before the term closed, which circumstance enhances 
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the spirit sbewn in the letter. Nor, iHiiie tiie youngei^ 
man so frankly avows his own fault, was the elder one by 
any means insensible of his own native imperfections in 
the fioght of God.^ 

From an Oxford pupil. 

December 9th^ 1820. 

My dear Sir, 

Little did I think when I parted from you on Thorsday 
of the terrible intelligence which the next mormng was to convey. 
An ezpresB anived for me early on Friday on account of the 
dangerous illness with which my beloved fEither had been attacked. 
But I arrived too late to receive the blessing of my parent^ and I 
had to join with my poor sisters in lamenting the death of him on 
whom our house rested, and of whom when deprived our family is 
indeed forlorn and desolate. J am sure you will sympathise in 
our affliction and feel for the poignant sorrows of a now £Bttherles8 
£imily. But though the blow be severe to us and the loss irre* 
parable, yet no idea can do justice to the stroke which the sad 
event will be to my poor mother. Tenderly attached as she has 
been through life to my dear fiEtther, and much as she has looked 
up to his advice and trusted to his counsel, thiii blow will be a 
dissevering of all the tenderest ties, and a terrible affliction severe 
and lasting. Her consolation and ours must be in the mercy of 
that God who is the Father of the fatherless and the Husband of 
the widow, who has supported my beloved father in the hour of 
trial and in the shadow of death, and has now I trust received 
him in the mansions of bliss. His death was that of a real 
Christian, calm and resigned, confident in the merits of his 
Saviour, yet alive to all his own weakness and inability. These 
are comforts mercifully sent to alleviate the pang, and I trust the 
merciful Father who supported our parent in the day of death will 
give us strength to bear this otherwise overwhelming trial 

Upon searching my past actions on this heart-rending occasion, 
I find I have much, vezy much, to blame myself for, my dear Sir, 

^ See hereafter, letter of Korember serve which in eome th^ was 

24th, 1821. We have likewise met alwavs characteristic of him, and 

among his private memoranda an which those who did not know him 

acknowledgment of, and a design well might easily mis-inteiprel 
for getting the better o^ that re- 
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in mj oondoefe towards yotu My natural iiritability of temper, 
impatience of oontradictiony and most sinful pride, have made me 
on Tarious occasions forget what I owed to you as my tutor and 
superior. The reserve which perhaps exists in some degree in 
your manner, and which I unjustly supposed originated in want of 
friendship to myself, made me thick of you far otherwise than I 
had any right to do, and produced these consequences for which 
you have so good reason to blame me. I now entreat your par- 
don and forgiveness. This sad blow has taught me to look 
inward, and surely if I can discern my own frail intentions, I 
may say that I feel for my conduct towards you unfeigned repen- 
tance. I have no right to expect your forgiveness, but that 
pardon for which we all must be beholden to the Gk>d of mercy 
you, I am confident, will not refuse. Give me your prayers on 
this trying occasion that I may be endued with strength to bear 
it, and believe me, my dear Sir, 

Yours most sincerely, .... 

To HIS FATHBB. 

(7.(7. C, Jcmuary 24<A, 1821. 
It fiills to my lot to record another day's journey hither 
performed in safety and comfort, which I cannot do without 
reflecting on the many former occasions I have had to tell you 
that my drive was not only exempt from all accidents but attended 
with considerable pleasure. . . . For the last two or three miles 
of our road that beautiful evening star shone on us brightly, 
and I leaned back in my seat to have a full gaze at its silveiy 
splendour. It was pleasing to think that you might be enjoying 
at the same time the sight of the same beautiful object, though 
there was now a whole day's journey betwixt us. And I felt 
reminded of Him who made us and made this twinkling star, and 
whose eye is in every place ; and it was my earnest prayer that 
He would pour His Holy Spirit into each of our hearts, and so 
make us the objects of His redeeming love and fatherly protection 
in Christ Jesus. 

There is something to me very striking and impressive in the 
near approach to Oxford at the b^^ning of every term. I hail 
it now as an old friend, and recall to mind with delight the inesti- 
mable blessings I have enjoyed and the many happy hours I have 
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spent in it Bat still I find tbat I cannot wholly forget the sen- 
sation of awe and reyerence with which I first approached the 
University. I believe no one ever entered College with more 
profound respect for the learned heads of Alma Mater, or with 
more glittering day-dreams respecting University honours and 
distinctions than I did. The remembrance of these things usually 
recurs to me when I come within sight of ** the distant towers," 
and never mixed itself with present sensations more forcibly than 
it did to-day. ^ 

To AN AUNT. 

C.C.C., Oxford, Februan/ 22nd, 1821. 
.... What shall I say now? I am very happy, if 
that is any news to you. And I am very busy. By the bye, I 
believe these two things are most intimately connected. For my 
own part at least I am sure that I never enjoy more contentment 
than when my hands are reasonably full of employment. John 
pays me a visit every morning at seven, and he and I discuss 
mathematics till eight; by which time he, I believe, has quite 
enough of them, and we are both summoned away to our respec- 
tive chapel& Between chapel and ten I breakfast and amuse 
myself in reading my own way. But at that hour I fall to, ding- 
dong, with my pupils, and don't give over till three o'clock. Oh ! 
if you were to see with what a zest I shut up my last book and 
throw myself back in my chair to take breath, when the last of 
the good gentl^nen has turned his back, you would confess you 
saw a happy fellow once a day at least. 

And here I must remark, how much beyond all expression of 
gratitude I am indebted to that Providence which, by giving me 



1 Mr. Phelpe*8 retams to Oxford 
were from the south, by the Abing- 
don road. 

*' The general views of Oxford in 
every direction are singularly in- 
terestinff. From the north, the 
venerable buildings are displayed 
in such a remarubly picturesque 
group as to seem disposed entirely 
for effect The eastern prospect is 
equally magnificent The south- 
western view of the city is 
considered one of the best, ss 
affunling a more distinct arrange- 



ment of the various interesting 
edifices without their intercepting 
each other, a defect rather observa- 
ble in most of the other views of 
Oxford. Under the classical name 
of Isis, the river Thames here flows 
through a vallev expanded into a 
spacious amphitheatre boimded by 
gentle eminences, in the very centre 
of which the city of Oxford appears 
rising behind the thick shade of 
venerable groves.'*— Moule's EnglUh 
Counties, 
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the education I have enjoyed, has qualified me for bo pleasing an 
employment, which has hitherto given me as many pupils as I 
could desire, and provides me with health and strength for engage- 
ments which I am quite sure would try an indiJSerent constitution. 

I have dismissed my piano ; not only on account of want of 
time for it, but because I do not feel the need of such a companion 
now that I see so much of John 

7ou must know that I am going to have a holiday. My pupils 
are to excuse me on Saturday*; and to-morrow (Friday) when the 
day's business is done, I mount a charger and accompany Keble to 
his home, to stay till Monday morning, when we return in time 
to oommeoce the week's operations. The two Kebles go by turns 
every Saturday to serve a church near home; and our Keble 
having no lectures this Saturday (as it is a Saint's Day) embraces 
the opportunity of starting a day sooner and introducing me to 
his home and household at Fairford' in Gloucestershire. The 
distance is twenty-eight miles. In my next letter I hope to give 
you some account of my yet unmade acquaintance. 

P.S. I was applied to this morning by another pupil, but 
could not take him. 

We have already seen* how Mr. Phelps's acquaintance 
with the Keble brothers began, on his return to Oxford in 
October, 1819, to commence his Bachelorship, and the way 
the name is mentioned * subsequently shews how soon the 



I February 24th. Saint Matthias. 

s A scrap oooars amonff Mr. 
Phelpa*a papen with the foDowing 
trifle penned on it, and doubUeM 
referring to thia occasion :->- 

*'£st qui Fairfordam ▼ersoa 
quintam ibit ad horam : 

Nnm feret et saocum, care 
Philippe, tnum? 

In plain EngUsh, Mr. Roberto 
offers to convey any thing for me 
to Fairford, on his way to Bristol, 
and it occurred to me that perhape 
von might be glad to make use of 
nim. fi so, send your bundle (not 
mine) in the coarse of the morning. 
Thine, J. K." 



In reference to this excursion Mr. 
Phelps writes to his father on 
March 7th. *'My trip to Fairford 
did me a great deal of good, and set 
me on with renewed vigour upon 
the remaining business of the term. 
But I must not forestall the little 
account of this very pleasant expe- 
dition that must go towards "*«^^^'ng 
up my scrawl to my mother." We 
regret that the promised further 
account nowhere ocoun. 

> See pa^ 248. 

* In his journal we find : — 

" 1820, February 9th. With T. 
Keble to Hincksey.** 
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acquaintance ripened into fiiendship, and how warm that 
friendship became. In one of his letters home/ having 
occasion to mention the Corpus brother, he expressed himself 
thus — " Tom Keble (I like him too well to call him by a 
more respectful name) ; ** and in a similar Corpus fiuniliaritj 
Mr. Phelps was yclept " Philip." Having once in a matter 
of some perplexity consulted the other brother, he wrote ' — 
" I am sure that I am much indebted to the discretion, firm- 
ness, and friendship, of John Eeble of Oriel, who with his 
brother Thomas of this college are a pair of brothers such 
as we do not often meet with." In an occasional diary in 
which he noted down his reflections more fully we read — 
" I have great cause to be grateful, among innumerable other 
mercies, for the enjoyment I derived from my evening walk. 
I went alone to Headington* under dissatisfied and gloomy 
feelings, but was enabled as I proceeded to cast myself upon 
the love of the God of nature which presented itself with 
unusual beauty to my eyes. Betuming, I met John Keble 
and walked with him: his kind notice was made veiy 
cheering to me." * These expressions of respect, and almost 
reverence, towards Mr, Keble, who was only five years 
senior, go far to justify a passage, of which they remind us 
very much, in Dr. Newman's Apologia, which to many 
readers must appear somewhat coloured with an enthusiasm 



«<1820, Febnuuy 21st. I>med 
with Keble at Ori^" 

'*1820, April 28th. J. Keble 
looked over my Essay." 

«*1821, November 12th. T. 
Keble and Paradise Lost.*' 

In March, 1822, J. Keble recom- 
mended him as a tutor to a gentle- 
man in Wiltshire. It did not issue 
in an engaeement, but Mr. Phelps 
wrote to his father of his "being 
gratified to think KeUe should hare 
considered me a proper person to 
recommend to such a situAtion." 



> June 1st, 1821« 

> November 8tb, 1820. 

* A village two miles east of Ox- 
ford. 

* He again records this in his 
journal, which was written more 
regularly and consecutively, but 
with only brief entries— '* 1822, 
June 3rd. Evening walk to Head- 
inffton: repeated with J. Keble." 
About three weeks after this Mr. 
Phelps's Oxford life virtually ter* 
minated. 
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bordering on romantic. * If one of the public may presume 
to pass an opinion upon the personal disclosures which this 
remarkable man has published to the world, we should 
venture to say that his intellectual grasp of truth was not 
so robust as his feelings were susceptible, and that to this 
has been due the aberration (for such we must call it) so 
much lamented by those who have felt far from the least 
interest in his career. We have only to compare together 
him, with his striking intellectual endowments, and one of his 
contemporaries, and see how variously the two men fared on 
passing through the ordeal of coming in contact with those 
whom they revered and loved but greatly differed from. 



1 Mr. J. H. Kewnum, fonr yean 
younger than Mr. Phelps, and about 
nine younger than Mr. Keble, waa 
a sdiolar of Trini^ Ck)llege (which 
he entered in 1817). Hia Olaaa, in 
the Michaelmaa Term of 1820, evi- 
dently did not do iiutioe to his 
abilities, as he was oelow the line 
in the Second ; but early in 1822 he 
retrieved the failure by gaining an 
Oriel Fellowship. He thus des- 
cribes the impression which John 
Keble made upon him on two or 
three several occasions— "His had 
been the first name which .1 heard 
spoken of with reverence rather 
than admiration when I came up to 
Oxford. When one day I was 
walking in Hi^h Street, with mv 
dear earliest fnend just mentioned " 
(Mr. John Bowden of Trinity), 
"with what eagerness did he cry 
out~'There*s Keble I' and with 
what awe did I look at him ! Then 
at another time I heard a Master of 
Arts of my college give an account 
how he had just then had occasion 
to introduce himself on some busi- 
ness to Keble, and how gentle, 
courteous, and unaffected, Keble 
had been, so as almost to put him 
out of countenance. Then too it 
waft reported, trul v or falsely, how 
a rising man of brilliant reputation, 
the preset Dean of St Paurs, Dr. 
Mil»p^"t admired and loved him, 
adding that somehow he was un- 
like any one else .... The fint 
V2 



time that I was in a room with him 
was on occasion of my election to a 
fellowship at Oriel, when I was sent 
for into the Tower to shake hands 
with the Provost and Fellows. How 
is that hour fixed in my memory 
after the change of forty-two years, 
forty- two on tais very day on which 
I write I I had to hasten to the 
Tower to receive the congratulations 
of all the Fellows. I bore it till 
Keble took my hand, and then fdt 
so abashed uid unworthy of the 
honour done me that I seemed 
desirous of quite sinking into the 
ground. . . . However, at the time 
when 1 was elected Fellow of Oriel, 
he was not in residence, and he was 
shy of me for years, in oonaequenoe 
of the marks which I bore upon me 
of the evangelical and liberal 
schools. At least so I have ever 
thought. Hurrell Froude brought 
us together about 1828." 

The apologist may nossibly have 
been mistaken as to tne reasons of 
Mr. Keble' s shyness of him; for 
Mr. Phelps, who must have borne 
the marks of the evangelical school 
upon him much more strongly, and 
who though himself shy to a fault 
had a good maxim in addressing 
such as he very highly looked up 
to (see page 106), never appears to 
have experienced from John Keble 
any other than a frank and easy 
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Thus for instance we read how one could allow himself 
to be, almost without resistance as it would seem, talked out 
of all that he had learnt in the school of Thomas Scott and 
Joseph Milner'; and we find the other recording in his 
diary a sentence like this : — '' Had a delightful walk in the 
evening. Drank tea and chatted late with Keble. He and 
I differ considerably on some points. This pains me much. 
Still I delight in his society and believe him to be a meek 
disciple of Jesus." * Mr. Phelps had come already under a 
far other spell than John Keble's, or how differently might 
the issue have been ! Filleul, Tristram, Hunter, Pope, and 
Phelps had built one another up on ground that would allow 
no room for the foundations on which were by and by to 
stand the Trctcta for the Times. 

We add the following letter as giving another picture, and 
a very warm one, of Oxford religion at this period, and the 
opportunities for spiritual improvement open to the junior 
gownsmen of serious inclinations. ' 

Fbom Mb, John Phelps to his mother. 

Queen*8 College, March 5th, 1821. 
. . . . I will relate to you first something which is 
uppermost m my thoughts. It is my walk to Nuneham* last 
Sunday to hear my kind tutor Mr. Porter^ preach. After break- 
fasting at seven with William, and morning chapel, I started by 
myself about nine. I think on a Sunday there always seems a 
delightful stillness and calm on all around us. It was so then. 



1 The Rey. Wmiam James, Fellow 
of Oriel, "about the year 1823 
taoffht me the doctrine of Aposto- 
lical Succession, in the course of a 
walk, I think, round Christ Church 
Meadow: I recollect being some- 
what impatient of the subject at 
Uie time. — Apologia, 

* This occurs on a loose fragment 
of the diary, at an imperfect place, 
but we believe the date is Friday, 
June 7th, 1822. 

s We may here take another op- 
portunity of referring to Mr. Natt's 



journal. Between the summer of 
1820 and the summer of 1821 he 
makes frequent mention of his fel- 
low-commoner friend Dallas and his 
wife ; also of a Wadham man Henry 
Addmgton Simcoe — a name weU 
known in Devon and Cornwall: a 
man of fortune in a smaU Cornish 
rectory he laboured fervently for 
the diffusion of the gospel in those 
parts. 

^ In a southerly direction follow- 
ing the course of the Isis. 

A The Rev. George Porter, 
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The sun shone brightly on the springing com and the lark did 
not forget to soar up towards the gate of heaven, hymning as it 
were its Maker's praise. I thought too, as the sound of the 
church-going bell reached my ear, that all throughout England 
the same sweet sound was inviting sinful man to lay aside the 
toils of six days and come to spend the seventh in the service of 
his Qod. My thoughts then were turned homewards and I 
pictured to myself my dearest father, you, dec., as walking towards 
God's temple. Pleased with the objects about me and with the 
reflections occasioned by them, I travelled on for six miles and 
arrived at Mr. Porter's church just as the people were going in. 
The congregation consisted entirely of poor country people, and it 
seemed just like the country again to me when I saw them dressed 
out so neat and waiting round the church door till Mr. Porter 
came and then with hats off forming a passage for him to pass 
through them. Tou would have been delighted, my dear mother, 
to hear with what emphasis, but still with great simpUcity, he 
goes through the whole service. At length he ascended the 
pulpit and preached extemporaneously one of the most impressive 
sermons I think I ever heard, from the Hebrews — *' Lest there be 
any fornicator or profane person, as £sau, who for one morsel of 
meat sold his bii'th-right." He laid the principal stress on Esau's 
selling his birth-right for a morsel of meat. He appealed to all 
present most solemnly, whether or no they had not for the 
smallest gratification trampled under foot God's precious promises 
which are the birth-right of all true believers. He most affec- 
tionately addressed his hearers to fly from the wrath to come and 
then ended the most awful yet comforting sermon I ever heard. 

After morning service 1 went up to a very neat Inn and made 
an excellent dinner from bread and cheese and an egg and nice 
beer, every thing good, for which I paid only ten-pence. 

Our afternoon sermon was equally good — ** Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling." I had a beautiful walk home 
by moonlight with the cousin of the Henry Martyn whose life 
Jane has read and who was a Missionary, Martyn of Queen's,' who 
came in time for the afternoon service and spent the evening with 
my dear William. And thus ended a most beautiful Sunday. 

> Mr. TboBumMutpkf oommoner of Queen's. 
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I really wonder how I have so long neglected to Hear so excellent 
a clergyman. But I hope that I shall long have such a privilege, 
if it please God. Tou see that I have kept to one subject ; but 
however it so pleased me that I cannot forget it. 

From Geobqe Obey, Esq. 

Oxford, April 23rd, 1821. 
I am afraid you will have thought I have quite forgotten to 
send you my promised information ; but I have delayed writing to 
you, from having been in daily expectation of receiving a letter 
to tell me where you might call for tickets for the meetings. Mr. 
Stewart/ who lives at No. 8, Alfred Place, not far from Bedford 
Square, knows of your intention to be in town : and if you will 
call on him on your arrival he will give you all requisite informa- 
tion about what is going on ; and as he promised to enquire about 
tickets, I hope he may have secured some for you for the Mission- 
ary and the Jews. I am still expecting to hear about a ticket for 
the Bible Society : but the time is drawing so near that I thought 
you might be going immediately to town, and I have therefore not 
waited any longer ; but the moment I hear I will let you know. 
Mr. Stewart was the clergyman of Percy Chapel, from which he 
lives at only a short distance, and I hope you will have no difficulty 
in finding his house : but my knowledge of London is not sufficient 
to empower me to give you more accurate directions. Shirley* I 
believe will be at the meetings, so that you will probably see him. 
P.S. The Missionary Sermon, which is the first thing, is 
preached by Mr. Jowett,' and is on Monday night, and the 
meeting the following day. 



> The Rev. Jm. Haldane Stewart 
He had been minister of Percy 
Chapel since 1812. He had now 
recently pubUshed (January, 1821) 
his Tract on the subject that he is 
chiefly identified with — *' Hints for 
a General Union of Christians for 
Prayer for the Outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit." His connection with 
the chapel was at this time only 
nominal, on account of his health, 
and Mr. Gerard Noel was supplying 
his place. 

* Walter Augustus Shirley, be- 
fore mentioned. He was oroained 



Aupaat 7th, 1820, and was now 
residing with his parents at Ash- 
bourne, serving a neighbouring 
church. 

> The RcT. William Jowett He 
had recently returned, for his health, 
to England from the Mediterranean, 
where for the past Ave yean he had 
been prosecuting inquiries for the 
C.M.S., as to the openings for mis- 
sions. The result was his deeply 
interesting *' Christian Researches 
in the Mediterranean " published in 
1822. He died February 20th, 1865. 
The tert was Rev. iii 2. 
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Fbox the saxx. 

Oxford, Aprii 2&ik, 1821. 
In case you have not yet set off for town, I just send a 
few lines to say that shoald you find on your arrival that Mr. 
Stewart has not secured you a ticket for the Missionary Society 
you are entitled to one as a Collector and may obtain it by urging 
your claim. I am told that the platform at the Bible Society is 
reserved for clergymen, and that there is no necessity for tickets 
for admission to the area ; so that the principal thing is to be in 
right time to secure a good place. If you have to apply for it at 
the Society's House in Salisbury Square, will you endeavour to see 
Mr. ^ckersteth,' who is one of the secretaries, as my mother saw 
him a short time ago and mentioned your name to him, so that I 
have no doubt he will give it you. 

If you are without one for the Jews' Society, which is on 
Friday at the King's Concert Room, Haymarket^ will you just 
send me a line with your direction when you get to town, and I 
shall have time to send you a note to Mr. Hawtrey' the secretary. 
The Jews' sermon is on Wednesday Evening at St. Paul's Church, 
Covent Ghirden, but you will get all the information you want from 
Mr. Stewart^ on whom you will do well to call as soon as you are 
able. I am sorry that I have been so long in getting the informa- 
tion I wished, and that at last it is not quite what I should have 
liked : but I hope to hear you have found no difficulty in gaining 
admission* 

We trust there is no impropriety in printing the two 
foregoing letters of a living statesman.* Though trifling in 



1 He WM Msiftaat lecretiry, the 
Rev. Joeiah Pratt being the chief. 
He had been five yean in ordera 
and wae now living at Islington in 
charae of tome Missionary {pupils— 
the College being not yet in esis- 
tenoe. 

s The Rev. Charles Sleech Haw- 
tny, minister of the Jews' Episoopal 
Chapel, Bethnal Green. The son of 
the Rev. Charles Hawtrey Vicar of 
Bampton, he was oousin to the 
Vicar of firoadchalk ; and through 
the Sleech family he was also oooim 



to the Rev. Lewis Wajr of Stanstead 
Park, Hants, the munificent patron 
and second founder of the Society 
for promoting Christianity among 
the Jews. 

*Mr. Grey was in the Schools 
this term, when he took his First 
Class, and on May 31st received 
hii B. A. degree. We have noticed 
his name occasionally in Mr. Natt*s 
journal: — 

''1820, Jnne 4th, Sunday after- 
noon. Francis Noel preached : text, 
Q«D. idXf llf-^Sieape for thy life. 
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themselves, they possess an interest of bringing together the 
names of departed servants of the gospel still held in 
affectionate remembrance, then engaged with aU their mid- 
day strength helping forward their dear cause. We are 
interested likewise in the indication they afford as to the 
direction of religious activity in Oxford at that time and 
in their manifesting Mr. Phelps's hearty participation in it. 
They also shew, and Mr. Phelps's letter soon to come will 
shew again, the multitudes which celebrated the London 
Anniversaries of the great Societies half a century ago. In 
fact, about that time these important manifestoes of the 
religious revival were in their full vigour of in£mcy.' The 
Societies had been established at the beginning of the cen- 
tury, but it was long ere they emei^ed from committee 
rooms and began to appeal boldly to the public on platforms. 
They were now therefore exciting an attention, an enthu- 
siasm, and in some quarters an opposition, which very few 
persons are now aware of, and the expressions employed in 
the following letter of Mr. FiUeul were not at all uncommon. 
This was just twelve years before the Tracts for the Times 
commenced. To show how far Mr. John Henry Newman 
of Trinity was just now fix)m the Tracts for the Times him- 
self, we may mention that ten days before the date of the 
last letter, "Bible Scott" had died (AprU 16th), and Mr. 
Newman, who had once thought of a pilgrimage into 
Northamptonshire, to visit Scott's parsonage at Aston Sand- 
ford, and who had on his shelves the " Commentary " which 



dx. The chareh wm quite faO, and 
* most QnuBual number of gowns- 
men. Bir. Orey and Mr. Rickards 
of Oriel, fto., were there." 

** 1821, April ist, Sunday after- 
noon. A fair number of aownsmen : 
I distinffuished Grey of Oriel, Har- 
bin, anaSimcoe." 

"June 3id. Mr. Gnj of Oriel 
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m my pew. 

1 Even the venerable S.P.O. only 
now bcjgan its modem prosperity. 
It was in 1819, the year Mr. Heber 
of Hodnet wrote for it "From 
Greenland's icv mountains,** that its 
income jumped up from eighteenth- 
century figures, i.e., from £7000 to 
£19000. 
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he had purchased in his undergraduate days, went up to 
London to hear Daniel Wilson preach the funeral sermon.* 

Faox Rev. P. Filleuk 

Jersey^ April 27th, 1821. 

My ever dear Friend, 

As Mr. Falle' intends to take Ins departure for Oxford 
in the early part of next week, I embrace an hour of oomparatiye 
leisure this morning to prepare a few Unes to give him, that he 
may take them to you on his return. 

I need scarcely say that your letter gratified and refreshed me, 
as I never hear from you without being refreshed and reyiyed. 
My regard and affection for you remains, I believe, as sincere and 
undiminished as yours is for me ; but Independently of the ex- 
quisite pleasure enjoyed from intercourse with an old and very 
dear Mend, the association of ideas which the remembrance of you 
never fails to awake in my mind is of such a nature as renders 
every thing connected with you and the place of your ordinary 
residence doubly interesting to me. I have not forgotten, and I 
trust I never shall foiget-— no not in eternity — ^those happy days 
to which you allude and in which, while we talked together of all 
the things which happened to Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus Himself 
often met us and made our hearts bum within us by His presence, 
and by expounding to us in all the Scriptures the things concern- 
ing Himsell Those were days which, though not wholly £ree from 
alloy and mixture, approached nearer in my experience to what I 
conceive the state of bliss above than any others I have known : 
and the recollection of them has many a time since inspired my 
heart with feelings which have long been too little fieimiliar to it, 
and served to rekindle the heavenly flame when it seemed almost 
ready to expire. 

I have lately received information fix>m Mr. Bickersteth that 
Mr. Daniel Wilson, and Mr. Cox of Bridgnorth, are to visit us at 

I On April 22nd Mr. Natt wrote April 23rd, and he addrened the 

in hit jonnud — "1 called at HiU's oongrmtion previoos to the inter- 

reepectmg going oyer to Alton ment trom GkoL zlix. IS. 

Sandford to-morrow, to attend Mr. ' Edward FaUe» Scholar of Pem- 

Scott'i f osenl. I did not see him.** broke College. B.A. 1823. Beo- 

Mr. HiUwMatthefiinena, which tor of St Brelade, J^neiy, 1829. 
took place at Astoo on Monday, 
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the Qod of JunQ and the h^gtosing of Jidj to plead the canae of the 
Mifldonary Society^ That will be a great and important season for 
Jersey. I suppose we shall have here at one time not less than seven 
or eight of the ministers of Jesus Christ from other parts. May 
the Lord be with us, and cause our meeting to be to His glory ! 

The work of Gk>d is, I trust, going on here^ though not veiy 
rapidly. I expect opposition and even persecution to arise, and 
then there will be a stirring among the dry bones. Pray that^ 
whatever happens to me, I may be kept in the spirit of humility 
and meekness, and may be in nothing terrified by adversaries. 

The account you give me of Oxford is very gratifying. It has 
cheered my heart I think we are on the eve of great things. 
The accounts from all quarters and the language of prophecy con- 
curring therewith seem to announce that the Lord is about to 
make bare His holy arm and to appear in the full splendour of the 
glory of His power and grace. May we, my friend, be hasting to 
the coming and kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ I 

I have been pleased with what I have seen of this vaca- 
tion ; and I hope he will one day be a support and help to ma I 
mentioned inadvertently in his preMence the different religious 
meetings we had while I was in Oxford, and he made many 
enquiries about them, among others if they were still kept up. I 
think he would like to be admitted into your Thursday Evening 
party. I do not mention this however to prescribe to you ; but if 
this cannot be, perhaps you can put him into the way of adopting 
some similar plan with others of his standing. 

To HIS PATHEB. 

Angd Inn, Sl ClemerU's, Londm, Uaiy ^rd^ 182L 
Tuesday was one of the most fagging days I have had* 
It w«a a fine morning for my journey, as you know ; and you may 
readily imagine that I had not long been seated on the coach, before 
J fbll into a train of thinking which you will guess the subject o£ 
In ftot I soaroely exobaoged a word with any of my fellow passen- 
gers, but threw myself over head and ears (as we say) into the 
Basay,' and thought over every part of it again and again. Two 

1 He bad written for the Chan- oompOMd, f^pweatly in no long 
oaUor's Price a Latin Bnay, J>€ time, daring the preceding Barter 
Au^^Ui UAuafiGU$cpudAniigH09t vaoalion at Wf 
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houis and a lialf Sjpent ^t Whitcharch were esc^ployed in writing 
down alterations and improyements that had oocorred to me. Bj 
this time I was become tired of one subject and resolved to banish it 
from m J thoughts for the whole of the next stage, which brought me 
to Newburj. During the rest of my drive I continued at intervajb 
the mental revision of my Essay. We arrived in Oxford at six ; 
and from that time till ten I was employed at the Angel Inn at 
Oxford in giving my composition one last look over and writing it 
out And then I was not sorry to deposit it myself, with all its 
imperfections on its head, in the hands of the Registrar of the Uni- 
versity. I have mentioned a part of my journey in which I was re- 
solved to think of any thing rather than the auguries and auspices 
of the ancienta During this part my thoughts were directed 
towards what I should do at Oxford for the three days following. 

Having experienced on former occasions how disagreeable a thing 
it is to be known in College as a competitor for prizes (at least 
during the interval between the delivering in the compositions and 
the decision of those who examine them), I bethought myself of a 
trip to London, which if it led me into a few additional expenses 
seemed to hold out advantages in some measure to compensate. 
One of these was an opportunity offered me at the present time of 
witnessing the Anniversary of the Bible Society in London, a 
meeting I have ofben wished to attend. ... I could not witiistand 
it. And accordingly, having delivered in the Latin attempt, I 
mounted a London mail at eleven o'clock. I went the same night 
because the meeting was to take place the next morning. And I 
went outside because the night was so fina And a more delight- 
ful journey I never had. The whole oountiy seemed to smell as 
if it were one blossom ; and in many parts of the road, particularly 
in the Nuneham Woods and near Henley, we heard nightingales. 

We reached the Lm, which is very quiet and comfortable, 
between seven and eight, when I took some repose, and between 
ten and eleven I went to Freemasons' Hall, where I received a 
veiy high gratification indeed from the eloquence I heard. I have 
not time for a full account, but shall merely say that among the 
speakers I heard Lord Teignmouth* (who was chairman), the Earl 

> John Sbcre first Lord Teton- of the Bible Society at ite formation 
month, Oovemor Qeneral of India in 1804, and retained the office tiH 
1792-8. He waa the first President hia death, Joly 13th, 1834. 
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of Harrowby/ and his brother the Bishop of Glonoester,' the 
Duke of Gloucester,' Lords Calthorpe,^ Loughton, and W. Ben- 
iinck/ Sir Thomas Acland,' Mr. Charles Grant/ M.P. (a very fine 
speaker), Rev. M^. Gisbome^ (the author), and several eloquent 
divines of our own church; and on the part of the Dissenters 
three of their first-rate orators, viz : Jabez Bunting" the Methodist, 
a Scotch Presbyterian, and a Mr. Gumey^** a Quaker. I was 
disappointed at not seeing Mr. Wilberforce," who was prevented 
by ill health from attending. Freemasons' Hall is a noble room, 
capable of accommodating, I believe I may say, thousands. It is 
highly ornamented with Masonic devices. The room was quite 
full of gentlemen, no ladies being permitted to attend." I obtained 



1 Dudley Ryder, Ist Earl. He 
was father of the Lord Sandon who 
passed the Schools with Mr. Phelps. 
Died December 26th, 1847. 

* Henry Ryder, brother of the 
preceding; Bishop of Gloucester 
1815; translated to Lichfield and 
Coventry 1824. Died Mar. 31, 18.36. 

* It was not at all uncommon in 
those days for Royal Dukes to be 
present at the great religious anni- 
versaries, and especiallv at that of 
the Bible Society. We find an 
instance noted hy Simeon : — " 1813, 
May 6th. The Bible Society. Two 
of the Royal Dukes attended (Kent 
and Sussex) and the Duke of York 
would if he had been able. " 

^ Georfl» Gough Calthorpe, 3rd 
Baron. Bom 1787; died 1851. 

A Afterwards Gov. General of In- 
dia. Bom 1774; died June 17, 1839. 

' The late venerable Baronet, then 
in the prime of life, bom 1787. He 
was M.P. for Devonshire, and in 
the year before, Queen Caroline's 
year, was appointed by the House, 
with Wilbenorce and two others, to 
oonvey its Resolution to the unhap- 
py Queen through the angry streets 
of London.* T& TinuM reported — 
"All four members alighted without 
interruption. They were dressed in 
full court costume, and shewed a 
proper insensibility to the uncour- 
teous manner in which they were 
greeted by the multitude. " He died 
July 16th, 1871, at his leat Killer^ 



ton Park near Exeter, and his inter- 
ment was witnessed by throngs of 
men who had venerated and kved 
him out of Devon, Somerset, and 
Cornwall. 

' The son of the India Director, 
and afterwards Lord Glenelg : died 
April 23rd, 1866, aged 87. Mrs. 
Grant of Laggan writes to her 
friend :—" September, 1819. Tee, 
I have read Charles Grant's speech 
at the Bible Society, which is abso- 
lutely seraphic. Horace Walpole 
said of some one who had written a 
stupid book, that he was as like his 
book as he could stare. I rejoice to 
say Charles Grant is as like his 
speech as possible." 

^ The Rev. Thomas Gisbome, a 
sentleman of fortune residing at 
Yoxall Lodge near Lichfield, a great 
friend of Thomas Babington and 
Wilberforoe ; author of Strmtmi^ 
much read in their day, and of a 
work on Moral Philosophy in oppo- 
sition to Palsy's theory. Bom 1758 ; 
died March 24th, 1846. 

» Bom 1779; died 1858. 

^^ Joseph John Gumey, of Earlham 
Park, Norfolk. Bom 1788; died 
January 4th, 1847. 

"Now sixty-two. Died July 29th, 
1833. 

" This was owing to the limited 
accommodation afforded by Freema- 
sons' Hall, which was the best place 
then available for the purposes of 
the sooiefy. Mismonary meetiogiy 
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a good seaty and who should come by accident into the seat next 
to me but a very good Oxford friend of mine, Monro/ who 
insisted upon my dining with him at his brother's, which I did 
when we left the meeting between five and six. His brother is 
Dr. Monro' the physician who attends Bethlehem Hospital. He 
is a married man with four young children ; and I met with a 
most hospitable reception at a very genteel table. In the evening 
I and my friend took a ramble over some parts of this finest of 
aU places, and was not sorry to get to bed soon after nine. . . <. 

It is now past ten o'clock on Thursday evening, and I must 
give you a hasty sketch of this day, which I need not say has been 
spent most delightfully, for most of it has been passed in the com- 
pany of my invaluable friend Robinson. I breakfasted here at 
the Angel, called on Robinson and Upton, and heard some more 
speaking at an anniversary of the Prayer Book and Homily 
Society,' and saw over the new Bethlehem commonly called 
Bedlam. This last I saw through the kindness of Dr. Monro. It 
was a sight indescribably affecting. But the painful feeling was 
greatly diminished by witnessing the comforts which poor suffering 
humanity received in that incomparable institution. The building 
is a magnificent one : not a convenience seemed to be wanting, and 
in cleanliness I will venture to say nothing can surpass it. Part 
of it is assigned to criminal lunatics ; among whom I saw the num 



we believe, were in many inBtanoee 
hdd in places of worship, or in the 
City of London Tavern. Bot when 
Exeter Hall was completed, in 1831, 
the gatherings were transferred to 
that spacious room, and the restric- 
tion as to ladies ended. 

* Robert Monro, a Postmaster of 
Merton. He went oat in the Second 
Class in the Easter Term of 1819, 
and took his degree on May 28th of 
the same year. Mr. Phelps^s jour- 
nal records what appears to be the 
occasion of their first acquaintance— 
** 1819, February 15th. Breakfasted 
at Smalley's to meet Monro." But 
though the Oxford aconaintance 
may have been short, this friend 
became afterwards an important 
link in Mr. Phelps's career. 

* Dr. Edward Monro was one of a 



family of physicians distingaished 
in successive generations for their 
treatment of insanity. He then 
resided at 33, Bedford Place, Run- 
sell Square. Two of those '* young 
children " were subsequently pupils 
of Mr. Phelps. 

* Founded in 1812, chiefly by the 
exertions of the Rev. Henry Budd, 
of the Bridewell, and his friends, 
who were dissatisfied with the 
Christian Knowledge Society of that 
day. The new Society desired to 
see the Thirty-nine Articles always 
included in the Prayer Book, and 
the Homilies of the Church pub- 
lished, which the ruling party of 
the S.P.C.K. refused to do, whUa 
they were exclusive enouoh to black- 
ball Charles Simeon. Thingi have 
happily altered since then. 
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wlio diot al iGiB Kdj and Lord BdmetBtoii ;> and aho Hidfidki, 
trbo many yean ago^ 70a will remember, dbot at the late king.* 

At half-part three I called bf appomimeiit o& Robinacm, who 
walked with me to Si Jamee* Park, where we saw a gay sight 
indeed. It was the grand Drawing Room in honour of the 
King's birthday. All the nobility of the nation seemed to be 
aawmbled and I had thus an <^)portonity of seeing many of the 
first characters of the day. 

Bat nothing in London could give me one half of the pleasure 
I derived from Robinson's company and conTenation. Yon have 
read many of his lettezs^ and therefore I need not tell yon that he 
possesses the most shining qualities of the head and heart I 
know nothing I have so great cause to be proud of as his friend- 
ship. I dined and drank tea with him, and tivmoRow I breakfitst 
with Upton. But time and ps^per &il me. . . . 

P.S. Mr. Sheldon is married, and I saw him and his wife 
walking together in the neighbourhood of Newbury. 

To mS FAXHXft. 

Oxfiml, Jfoy llih, 1821. 
I am writing this on Saturday aftemoon at the doae of 
the week's labours, and hel just that measure of fittigoe whidi 
enables me to appreciate the proqpect of an intervening day of rest 
You must know I have a pretty good share of employment just 
at present, as I am driving (as it is called here, not inaptly) Sre 
pupils this Torm. It has so happened that I might have had 
twice that number if health and time had permitted, aa I have 
been obliged to decline five that offered. It is satts&ctory to add 
that I go on most comfortably with those I have engaged with, 
who seem veiy well contented with me^ as I have every reason to 
be with them at present 

I lieateBaat Davis firsd at Lord O^or him Thine am extend, 
FklmecslQtt in the War Office April For Britun*B eeke defcBd, 

8th» 1818L Oar Fetiber» Prince, end Friend, 

* On Mav 15th, 1800» at Dmy God enve the King! 

-^ It vae oa thk oe- after th« cwsoring dTrnGA. tbe 



thai the andienoe wee enrep- royal pertjr qvittod the theatre 

tared bj the imprompim addilioa o£ aaudst the prmjren and plaadita of 



to tike national **^*'^-* the crowd. CkNtbtfeee thia efent 

M from the tfc^ had not beaa fo r got te n hj the lojnl 

f^em erety Meat ftM^ ooffoaer of IHltan in 1806. (See 



the ■iiHiVe blow, Piga^K 

CMsavetheKiBf! 
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Fbom Rev. J. Husteb. 

OlaueeHer, May Uth, 1821. 

My dear Phelps, 

YariouB circumBtanoes occurred to render it out of my 
power to attend the public meetings in London. I am happy that 
though not present myself, you were able to be there. It is, I 
think, very desirable that there should be such meetings, and it is 
very gratifjring to see them well supported. But as to myself, in 
my state of health, the fatigue and exertion attendant on being 
present, the crowd and the noisy approbation, is almost too much 
for the comfortable exercise of that devotional spirit which one 
would wish to entertain on such an occasion. 

Mr. Hill would probably inform you that we spent an hour with 
him as we passed through Oxford.^ Mr. Pearson, Natt, Symons, 
and some other friends were present, which if it rendered the 
meeting less select had some influence in bringing back the remem- 
brance of former days. How true is Job's remark — **My days 
are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, my life is wind.^' How short 
the time since we were accustomed to meet together from week to 
week and to enjoy seasons of conyerse such as may, I trust, be 
looked back upon with some measure of comfort when the few 
rolling suns that remain to us are past, and we are laid upon the 
bed from which we shall rise no more below ! I would mourn that 
that period with its solemnising and sanctifying and — ^when viewed 
with a lively faith in Him who died for us and rose again — com- 
forting influence, is so little before me. May we both enjoy a 
greater sense of His presence ! Tour letters have sometimes been 
useful, I trust, in exciting some new earnestness in me to seek 
Him with greater diligence. Therefore fear not to make Jesus, 
whom we desire to love, whom I trust under all the burthen of 
our infirmities and corruption we do love, the subject of your 
thoughts, and then your paper will never be too long or too large 
and I shall surely get benefit. 

The period must be hastening on when, if it be the Divine will, 
yon will go forth, as a friend of mine expressed himself, — ** a com- 
missioned messenger/' to declare publicly to others the glad tidingp 



1 Mr. Hunter spent a part of May two friendi saw as much of etch 
10th Md 11th at Oxford, and the other as it was possibla 
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of deliyeranoe from wrath, and rain, and misery, and sin, diroogh 
a ciTicified Immanuel. May you be abundantly more sucoessful in 
that blessed work than I have been ! May you go forth indeed, 
in the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ ! I do most 
earnestly desire (and you shall have my prayers, such poor and 
wretched prayers as I pray) that this may be the case. You must 
let me know what your plans and prospects are. 

And now, as one who I cannot doubt feels some interest in my 
concerns, I shall say something of myself. ... I have preached 
every Sunday and three times on week-nights, since I came. Not 
very severe exertion you will say, as with one exception I only 
preached once on each Sunday. I am however such a reed that it 
has been perhaps enough in my state of health. 

The Bishop,' who has shewn me much kindness, was pleased to 
hear me on one occasion when I preached. My text was Isaiah 
xxL 11, 12. My sermon, as you who know me will suppose, was 
not I trust smooth thin^ but as I was able, the Oospel of Christ. 
The Bishop was so hx from being at all displeased that he expressed 
to me his approbation of my faithftUneM. I mention this confi- 
dentially, not so much because I know you will feel pleased at 
hearing that the Bishop has been kind to us, as because I am sure 
you will consider it a token for good that our Church poaaesBes a 
Bishop who can descend so low in his humility as to listen to a 
deacon, unknown, untalented (for on such a subject I may speak a 
word) as myself. The Bishop is very plain and full of application 
in his own sermons; no trifler, but going direct to the conscience and 
the heart. Could he proceed one step further and tell with Leigh- 
ton of the everlasting love and the covenant never to be broken, 
or as some would express themselves, the Divine election and the 
perseverance of the saints, I should perhaps think of him above 
that I ought to think. 

I have taken a house here for a year, and hope to return from 
Scotland, whither we propose setting out on Thursday, in about six 
weeks, to take up my residence. Perhaps you will find it in your 
power to come and see us. 

I remain your afiectionate friend, 

John Huhtbb. 

1 Biihop Ryder. 
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To HIS FATHER. 

C.G.a, Oxford, May 31*<, 1821. 

Thifl letter would give jou greater pleasure if it brought 
a different account of the decision of the prizes, which were yes- 
terday awarded. The best Latin Essay was adjudged to be that of 
a Mr. Plumer,' who distinguished himself in the last month by 
gaining a Fellowuhip at Oriel College. To feel much disappoint- 
ment on the occasion would be great vanity in me, considering how 
small a portion of time and pains I was enabled to bestow on my 
attempt. 

I am going on very comfortably with my pupils. I do not 
think there is a private tutor in Oxford so fortunate as I am in the 
young men who are his papils. I really may say of all my present 
set, that they are kind, obliging, gentlemanly men, and do not give 
me a moment's uneasiness, but on the contrary seem pleased to 
embrace an opportunity of expressing themselves satisfied with my 
poor endeavours. As I have met with different conduct, I ought 
to be grateful for my present advantages. Of Stevens, Hetty 
Withy,' and White,' you have heard my opinion before. Twys- 
den,^ whom I mentioned in my last» I find to be every thing I 
expected of hiuL I have to introduce to you a sixth, Butler,^ of 
Worcester, a young man of respectable connexions and good abili- 
ties, and as far as I have seen as yet every way agreeable. I have 
been applied to by two other young men, who will want tutors 
after the long vacation. 



1 Charlei John Plainer, formerly 
Commoner of Balliol ; Second Claas 
EMter Term 1820 ; afterwanU Rec- 
tor of EUtree, Herts. 

' Henry Withy, commenced on 
May 15tb. He quitted Westmin- 
ster in 1818 and became Postmaster 
of Merton. His delicate health 
would not allow of his resiling for 
honours, and he took an ordinary 
degree in 1822. He became a most 
devoted cleri^yman at HnddersHeld, 
but was earned to an early grave in 
1834. A volome of his sermons, 



W 



with a Memoir prefixed, has been 
published. 

a Henry Samson White, another 
Postmaster of Merton. 

« Thomas Twysden, Commoner of 
Merton, commenced May 18th ; 
took his dfiffree in 1824. Became 
Rector of Cnsrleton, Devon. 

^ Stephen Butler, Commoner of 
WorceHter, commenced May SSth, 
B.A. 1824. Became Incumbent of 
Holy Trinity, Southampton. We 
find in Mr. Phelps's Journal "1822. 
AprU 30th. Tea at Scott's, with 
Butler and Harbin." 
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To Air AUNT. 

C.C.C., June Ut, 1821. 
. . , . I am, I thank God, in the eDJoyment of 
excellent health and spirits ; which I attribute in some measure 
to my belonging to a Graduate Archery Club.^ In an occasional 
attendance upon which I find excellent exercise ; and what is 
better, I find my mind fully absorbed for the time in the interest 
of the bows and arrows, and thus forget caps, gowns, duns,' dons, 
books, bells, and the like Oxford gear, more efiectually than I 
could do by an orderly constitutional walk of two miles and back 
upon the Abingdon road. 

To HIS FATHEB. 

Oxford, June I6th, 1821. 
My friend Oliphant passed through Oxford this week. 
Ton will conceive I was glad to talk over old times with my 
earliest and inseparable companion at Hyde Abbey from the 
bottom of the school to the top. He is in a merchant's house 
in London and I find him very steady and respectable. He 
is very clever and has a vast deal of that general knowledge 
which I should think must be so desirable to a merchant, and 
he seems indefatigable in increasing it. He was on his way to 
the Continent for a tour, to procure information and establish 
his health. He plays the flute most exquisitely and draws 
nearly as well. I anticipate pleasure from Robinson's* paying 
me and Oxford a short visit at the Commemoration. My pupil 

shook hands with me the day before Whit-sunday, and 

paid me down £18 for the term. ^' Clear as you go" is his 
motto. 

From a von-besident Fellow of Corpus. 

August 3lBt, 1821. 
My dear Phelps, 

Why won't you write to me and tell me about yourself 
and yours 1 I assure you you have not so much to do as I have, 

' '* 1820, May 29tb — Joined tb« rioff in with the rest of the monO' 

Archeiy Club." — JonmaL sylubic list. 

>Thii word need not tlarm us. s'*JunedOth — Robinson and Up- 

It is used cum gnmo, and only to ton at Oxford." — Journal 
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and if I could lay mj hand upon it I would send you my bill for 
letter-paper since January to prove it, besides sermon paper. But 
now do send me a quiet, long, sober letter to tell me how you are 
going on as to both within and without Though if it is all well 
within it is all well without. Old Scott says, '*in God*s good 
time." Ah, that is a good word. Have you read Wilson's sermon 
on the dear old man's death 1 ^ 

But what are you doing with yourself? Reading at home with 
your brother? Remember me to him. I have heard of you by 

Sankey," Keble, and A , all of whom have paid me short 

but sweet visits, and I have so much to talk about. When will 
you come and see me ? Come round this way in October and then 
I can hear and say much more than I can now. I went down to 
Oxford post-haste by night, and returned by night, to vote.' But 

except a short chat with John Keble, an hour's doze in A 's 

room, and a shake of the hand with one or two, I had rather 
have been anywhere else. It is very sad to see clergymen 
squabbling in this way. H. must be mad. Tom Keble was 
amazingly well and in high spirits. I wbh he would go away 
and you were tutor; and yet I would rather see you quietly 
seated in a curacy feeding the sheep. But duty first and 
pleasure afterwards ; the work is to get them to shake hands. 

Now observe, I have been silent about myself long enough. 
I am going on much as usual, having had many of the vexa- 
tions and annoyances of private pupils and many of the pleasures. 
My chief difficulty has been to get exercise enough ; so to-day I 
have purchased a horse, which will give me an hour's shake per 
day. 



1 '< The news of his death in 1821 
came upon me aa a diaappointment 
aa well aa a sorrow. I bung upon 
the lips of Daniel Wilson, afterwards 
Bishop of Calcutta, as in two ser- 
mons at St John's Chapel, be gave 
the history of Scott^s life and death. " 
— Dr. Newman's Apologia. 

'John Sankey of St. Edmund's 
Hall, probably. There was also a 
Richard Sankey, scholar of C.C.C. 

> " The long vacation uf ] 821 was 
enlivened by a contest (carried on in 
rather a Intter ipirU) for the vacant 

W2 



seat for the University, on the ele- 
vation of Sir William Scott to the 
Peerage aa Lord StowelL The com- 
petitors were Mr. Richard Heber, 
elder brother of Reginald Heber and 
well known as a collector of a very 
fine library, and Sir John Nichof. 
The former was elected, by 612 to 
619."— Cox's BecoUectkms. Mr. 
Robert Peel was the other member, 
elected in 1817. "August 9th, I 
came to Oxford to vote for Sir John 
NichoL'*— Natt's JoumaL 



S>M h^ tA 4>t^» v>*iWvK \ VthNV ttM K<>w to describe it. Do you 
V,u.,u.wy ..^m<Kv;\ {r^ ^V Kx^W^ Xi^t^^ts wandering into a dty 
vv I s ,\s. N tvx,,\ >.%x <f vnv, ^/^^ ^v:*^''^. mart>lel Here and there 
K \ ^ . KVK»*isv.»> >^ « v*As^a,j**<i ^W |«>^HMP it is — " What doth thia 
"» . , X . ,*. AuJt jw» K^* iW irwt, they are awfully oom- 
V, « •«, V> vu.\kaiou ha3 nix^X^ we more anxious than ever to 
^ N , \ . i v:. .u'l\ u> liho |)AvUh. But what right have I to talk 
. ^ «-. iv>.;<iatvL bv evoi'Y blt^Dg and with a heart colder than you 
V i I U v\ aiiY iiltu oi> <r^xve)>t the remains of natural feelings, which 
I ..Mib iniu':> thiuk are getting cool far sooner than they ought. I 
Uaw till C>v'tv>ber five pupils, when one and perhaps two will leave 
nu\ So iiuud me some more. I rejected one the other day as 
bi iii^ full, Lord *8 brother. 

LLhvo you been to W ? Rickards gave me a most cheering 

iu\'i>uut of it. When you go back, I wuh you would see the people 
uuil remember me to them. Kickards has promised to bring his 
biido with him on their way home in October.' George' I have 
heard from more frequently lately than usual. Dear old fellow, 
he ia quite well and so are his. I look to seeing him, if all be 
well, next summer. 

Now my dear Phelps, I want to ask you an especial favour. 
Will you when you write say fully and faithfully how you think 

is going on. With regard to what is comparatively of little 

consequence, do you think his talents good enough to get him into 
the first class 9 But what I am most anxious about is his progress 
in better things. As on the one hand I beg that my queries may 
rest solely in your own breast, so I promise that your answers 
shall not pass beyond mine. But I want you to tell me what 
his faults are, and whether you think he openly and decidedly 
chooses the better part—or tampers with the world. I don't 
want to hear his praises any more than that he is trimming 
his lamp. I want to hear what you think requires correction. 
How very much I should rejoice if you could lead him to 
open himself more freely to you. But you are both such shy 
creatures. Yet, my dear fellow, a few words of comfort from 
you would I know cheer him sometimes when he is drooping: 
for, thank God, he knows the seventh chapter of Romans, and 

>Sm above, p^;o 24a *Mr. Comidi. 
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nothing I believe but shyness has kept him from asking advice 
from 701L 

has passed through many troubles. By this time I 

hope he has lefb Constantinople and come to Corfu or Malta. 
I have seen his letters to the Bible Society. Don't suppose 
that because I am here, I never think of you all at Corpus. 
I declare I do, and inquire about the goings on of the college 
from everybody. 

But once more, when will you come and see me ? Come in the 
Christmas vacation. Come in October. Well, it has struck 
eleven and I must go to bed. So God bless you, my dear Phelps, 
and believe me to remain, isc 



From the sake. 

October ISth, 1821. 

Your letter deserved an immediate answer, and it should 
have assuredly had it if inclination could have set a steam engine 
to work. I have now a sort of liberty, and the first use I will 
make of it shall be to thank you a thousand times, my dear 
Phelps, for your most delightful letter. It was ''from heel to 
point " most welcome, both for the account yon gave of yourself 

and of dear . It was a great comfort to me on his account, 

because it makes me repose with more confidence than before on 
the hope that he is on the narrow road* As to the little religious 
intercourse you have had, do not for a moment, my dear Phelps, 
lay any share of the blame upon yourself. Other friends of his 
have regretted his extreme silence. He likes to be a Ibtener, and 
the situations into which he has been thrown have been such as 
to make his mind work within itself. It is always a struggle 
with him to open himself freely. Once or twice he has spoken of 
having had such delightful walks with a young clergyman a friend 
of his in the neighbourhood ; and I afterwards found that he had 
hardly opened his lips, but had been treasuring up all that Mr. 

C had been saying. So if you can be willing to act upon the 

conviction that he loves you very much and that his backwardness 
may be overcome by perseverance I am sure he will himself rejoice 
at least to listen. 

Why will you not come in the winter? It is nearly certain, 
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D.Y., that I shall be at home all the while, as one of my pupils 
will be here. And^then one or both of the Eebles will be here, 
and I have a thousand things to ask and answer. Besides I want 
to shew jou the country, to let you know one or two good sort 
of people residing here, &c. 

By the bye Rickards and his ain dear little bride Lucy^ dined 
here in their way home last Thursday, exceedingly well and happy. 
It did my heart good. Besides that, I heard and talked much 
about George and Paccombe.' 

Have you ever read Cecils Remains ? If not, do if you can. 
You will find there an answer about the tutorship and a hundred 
other things. 

And now as far as my own personal comfort is concerned I 

have never felt regret at exchanging M for Oxford. Pray 

sometimes take a walk to W and assure them that I 

have not forgotten them. Give my love and regards to all Corpus 
men who will receive them. We are going to try to set on foot a 
Church Missionary Association for the county. 

To R T. P. Pope, Esq. 

C.aC,, Oxford, Xovemher 2iih, 1821. 
Your most affectionate letter reached me shortly after 
my return to college, having been forwarded to me from Wilton. 
The pleasing account it brought me of your successes in Dublin 
and returning health filled me with gratitude to the Giver of all 
blessings temporal and spiritual to His people. 

It has pleased the Lord to suspend in me the blessing of health 
since the beginning of October to a greater degi'ee than I have 
ever before experienced.* I trust that this dispensation of our 



1 S«e above, page 240. 

' Mr. ComiBO . In a sprightly let- 
ter to Mr. Phelps, June 19th, 1820, 
be writes — " I have got a wife and 
child, you hear. So we are going to 
a biflger house, Paccombe or Park- 
combe to wit The latter name is 
grander and suits my dignity and 
my wife's consequence better than 
Pack-combe, because this makes one 
think of a pack-horse, a very apt 
aimilitade of your faithful servant. 



a poor curate and schoolmaster. 

Therefore if you would oratify us, 

direct to us at Park-combe. " 
* We find the following entries in 

his journal of the autumn — 

*' October 7th. Ne obliviscaris." 
"October 16tb. To Blenheim 

with Stevens. Faint in chapeL" 
'* November 26th. Athumut." 
The Christmas vacation set him up 

again in bodily health. 



CHAP, iv.] Contemplating deoUh. 327 

heavenly Father's proyidence has oot been wholly lost to my 
sinful soul. It taught me to look back seriously on my past life 
since I have professed the religion of the Lord Jesus, and to 
remark how little I have been living like those to whom " to live 
is Christ and to die is gain.'' I think I had never truly contem- 
plated death, and must confess with shame that I did not look 
forward to its approach with that serenity (not to say triumph) 
with which the Lord's faithful ones are often privileged, and which 
I formerly confidently trusted I should meet it. I assure you, my 
dear friend, I look back upon the period above mentioned with 
horror.' Earthly, sensual, and devilish has been my course, 
though I have been kept from open sin. I am persuaded it is 
nothing but infinite mercy and forbearance that has continued 
to me life and the nse of my faculties notwithstanding my mul- 
tiplied and exaggerated acts of rebellion. And blessed be that 
inexhaustible love of God which has not wholly withdrawn 
from my view the infinite Sacrifice of Chi-ist whereby pardon 
and peace are held out to the chief of sinners. May you and I, 
my dear Pope, be permitted to gaze henceforth and for ever with 
more and more intenseness on the Cross of Christ and experience 
its efficacy to free us both from the guilt and dominion of sin. 
But I must draw to a conclusion. Oh, when shall we converse 
without restraint on the only subject worthy of our anxious 
thought 1 

It will please you to hear that L has become a follower of 

the Lamb. He is in the army and at this time I believe in some 
part of Ireland.' Bingham aLK> has shewed himself this term to 
be deeply impressed with divine things and solicitous for the 
welfare of his soul. He has lately taken orders,' but was not then 
acquainted with the truth. He desires to be very affectionately 
remembered to you 

P.S. — I read the Life of Martyn^ when first published with the 
highest degree of interest. If I did not then feel so deeply abased 

1 See above, page 122. Any one * He is now a olergjrman in the 

who hu had much experience in Church of England, 

the Chriatian life and understands * He took h£ degree (eeoond daai) 

his own nature in the light of Scrift- in the Eaiter term of thia year, and 

ture will know how to interpret the was ordained to the curacy of Gos- 

language of this passage. port. 

* See above, jMige 26]* 
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M I ouglit in the contrast between bim and me, I recollect enough 
of the work to feel convinced that such should have been the effect 
of mj penudng it. 

I have seen ' since bis return from the continent. HiB 

bodily health appears improved. Would that I could say a 
change in favour of his Bpiritual atate was equally apparent ! He 
seems I think really impressed with a conviction of the importance 
of religion ; but the world has very evidently a powerful hold 
npon his heart. I trust your conversation was not lost upon him. 
He spoke of you with great regard and respect but could not help 
thinking " you carried matters rather too far." 

I think of being here till the 10th of December, if it please Qod. 
I should be much delighted, and I would hope benefited, by a 
few lines from you before that period. J am persuaded, my 
dear friend, that your experience would be found particularly 
instructive to me in some particulars. I will tell you that at 
present an unusual depression under the sense of my vile and 
unprofitable life sometimes keeps me from reposing in the finished 
vork of Christ, as 1 am convinced I ought, and as I could wish 
to do. 

To HIS FATHEK. 

aaa, Ox/ord,Ifoven^>«r 28(A, 1821. 
I can hardly expect to find myself quite well again 
till I am restored to the exercise and relaxation which home 
and vacation give the best opportunities of enjoying. I saw Dr. 
Williams on Saturday morning, who said that the loss of sleep 
certainly indicated that all was not quite right within. He 
recommended me to get out as much as I could, yet not so as 
to fatigue myself. I took an easy ride on Eebte's home this 
morning and enjoyed it exceedingly. I have felt no fai&tness 
to-day. 

My poor friend Hunter has lost his wife.' My kind friends the 
Hills have had an increase to their family. They are doing well, 
I am truly happy to say. 

IS of thmr old icboolfellows, cm the fourth anniverury of their 

rt. Hunter died at Gloncoiter weddiug dsj. She left one daneb. 
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From R. T. P. Pope, Esq. 
Cork, 10 SaiUh Mall, Monday, December 10«A, 1821. 
. . . . I have to acknowledge jours of the 24tli. 
I trust jour ejes* are better and jour general health improved, 
and that jou have been enabled to derive spiritual benefit from 
jour bodilj afflictions. .... I at once hasten to replj to 
that part of jour letter where jou saj a sense of jour sinfulness 
sometimes prevents jou from reposing fullj on the finished work 
of the Saviour. I praj that I maj be enabled to saj " a word in 
season.'' Again and again have I suffered from this quarter, and 
therefore can in some degree sjmpathise with jou. But in truth, 
does not the matter resolve itself into this 1 '* Were I a little 
better, Christ would save me." It is unnecessarj to saj that this 
is making Jesus but a Saviour in part, while we rest our hope in 
ever so small a degree upon our own qualifications. It proceeds 
from a desire to qualify ourselves for Christ's salvation. Mj dear 
Phelps, is not God represented to us in Scripture as already recon- 
ciled bj the sacrifice and righteousness of the Saviour, and asking 
us, beseeching us, to believe this) Did not redemption originate 
in Qod's love to man 9 But as His justice required satisfiMtion, 
the penaltj has been paid bj the Eepresentative of sinners, and 
now the Almightj Parent entreats His guilt j wandering children 
to be reconciled to Him bj believing the record He has given of 
His son. He assures us He is no longer our enemj ; though our 
sins have been as scarlet. He is now most abundantlj willing, in 
the most perfect consistencj with His justice, to receive us as 
though we had never offended Him. Let us take, mjdear Phelps, 
our views simplj from Scripture. Let it be our unceasing studj in 
prajerful dependence on the Holj Spirit. Again do I praj that 
these few lines maj be indeed subservient to restore peace to jour 
wounded conscience, on the real Scriptural foundation ; and most 
heartilj do I join with jou in hoping that we maj be permitted 
to gaze henceforth and for ever with more and more intensenetts 
on the Cross of Christ and experience its transforming virtues. 

Your account of Bingham and L is trulj delightful. Ton 

do not mention L 's regiment. I am glad to hear that Oli- 

I Mr. Phelp«*i ejM frequentlj much improved, and hii tight coo* 
ailed in his earlj nuuihood, but not tinned remarkably good to the end 
long after the present date they of his life. 
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phant is so much better. I have not heard anything of poor 
Wolfe' for some months. When last I saw him in Dublin I very 
much fear he was far gone in consumption. His hopes are I trust 
built simply on the right foundation. I am happy to tell you my 
spiritual Either Knox' was ordained in April last. His curacy is 
Hamelton in the diocese of Raphoe. 

Fboh Rev. Robert Monro. 

Clifton, February 20th, 1822. 

My dear Phelps, 

I cannot allow this opportunity to pass without just 
sending you a line to tell you that though it is so long since we 
have had any communication either in person or by letter, I 
cherish the memory of you, my dear fellow, with sincere pleasure. 
I am at this moment upon the eve of embarking upon a most 
arduous undertaking, though one which abounds in the greatest 
encouragements which cannot possibly be enumerated in the 
narrow compass of a letter. 

I am connected with a man of precisely my own sentiments, 
taste, and feelings, in all respects ; a man who has already dis- 
played towards me such marks of Christian kindness and affection 
as I scarce ever expected to meet with in such a world as this. 
There is most delightful society in Clifton among persons who T 
do believe have the interests of religion really at heart ; though 
even in this society there are many snares and constant occasions 
for circumspection ; and indeed I intend by God's help to live 
very retired and to endeavour as far as possible to limit my en- 
gagements to those opportunities when by going out I may hope 
either " to do good, to get good, or to do harm by staying away.'' 
My whole time will be fully occupied in the innumerable affairs of 
this great parish. Besides my rector Mr. Hensman' there is another 
curate and plenty of business for us all. And indeed but for the 
active exertions of the many benevolent persons that abound 
amongst us, it would be impossible (but with God nothing is im- 
poBsible) for religion to flourish around us. It is the hand of a 

1 See above, page 276. bong ninth wrangler. He was at 

s See above, page 143. this time curate in cham, not rector, 

'The Rev. John Hensman had of the pariah church of Clifton. The 

been Fellow of Corpus, Cambridge, aaaiatant curate was the Kev. S. H. 

where he took his degree in 1801. Langston. 
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most kind Providence that has conducted me hither, T cannot 
but hope ; and I fervently pray that He ¥rill give me health and 
strength of body and spirit to continue my ministry for some time 
in these parts. 

Tou have heard from Withy and others, I doubt not, of the 
happy consummation of my marriage. My dear wife begs to be 
kindly remembered to you. I entreat you often to remember me 
in your prayers, especially at present, since I feel as if I were 
almost presumptuous in taking so bold a step. May God be with 
you and all our dear friends at Oxford, to whom pray remember 
me most cordially. 

Believe me ever mo&t affectionately yours, 

ROBT. MONBO. 

To R. T. P. Pope, Esq., Cork. 

Oxford, Saturday, March 2nd, 1822. 

My beloved Pope, 

In beginning to reply to your most affectionate letter I 
feel that I have to guard against extravagant warmth in ex- 
pressing how welcome it was to me. I would only again bless 
the Lord that He has reunited us in the bonds of friendship far 
different from that which fii-st held us together, and pray that He 
will still permit me to be refreshed from time to time by your 
dear letters ; and pray too that He would make mine — even mine 
— in some little measure refrenhing to you. 

I am quite sure it will please you to hear that He who is 
rich in mercy hath indeed comforted me again after the time that 
He had afflicted roe. It was indeed a bitter draught that His 
inscrutable wisdom held out to me, and it seemed a long time 
that He willed me to drink of it But from the bottom of my 
soul, my dear friend, I can now say I would not have had one 
pang less, not one gloomy apprehension, not one heartless agonizing 
hour less ; so great, so passing understanding, so wholly hitherto 
unknown to me, has been the ])eace I have since enjoyed. But 
what is of infinitely greater importance than my present sensible 
comforts, I trust that the insight I have recently by divine grace 
had into the abominations of my heart, the devices of Satan, and 
the worse than unprofitableness of the time that has passed since I 
first " tasted that the Lord ia gracious," have awakened in me some 



882 lAJt of Archdeacon Phdps, 

metMur« of that indignation, seal, and revenge the apostle speaks of. 
I think I may truly say that since the date mentioned in my last 
I haw had an hahitual desire to live the remainder of my days to 
the glory of God my Saviour, and of being conformed to His image, 
more like a quick and practical and vehement desire than any I 
evt'r belvwe knev« 1 know I shall have your prayers that I may 
not be mistaken in this. And oh ! my dear Pope, I trust we 
shall U^h hax* the prayers of Him who ever liveth to make inter- 
c<«»^« <K^r ttSk And suwly, surely, the past experience of each of 
w $houkl nv^t stttHer us to distrust Him. 

With K^stfJI t*> bodily health, I am through mercy greatly 
«lr<«^|:th^l and recovered, though my eyes are often weak and 
in^UwMd. My wind too has been restored for some time to its 
wvttl^ toae and temperament Occasionally indeed I am per- 
witt^i to have for a short time a deep sense of bodily and mental 
w^iakiM^^ ; but I hope it sometimes makes Jesus more precious to 
Wk«v And I think I may say that if I have any solicitude arising 
ftvaa iutimiitiee, it is in the thought that it may disable me from 
serving Him actively in my generation. 

I think with you that our preparation for the ministiy should 
f^m % leading subject in our correspondence. Indeed J have 
olten thought so. But why I never proposed it appears to me in 
Die retrospect quite mysterious, as indeed many similar omissions 
^ One reason may probably have been a secret consciousness of 
how little I had done and was still doing in the way of prepara- 
tory study. Indeed I have done next to nothing. The Lord 
grant that I may redeem the time during the remaining interval. 

I believe I told you that I am required by my coUege to reside 
and not take orders till I am M. A., which, if it please Gtod, will be 
in Januaiy next, and my ordination will probably follow some 
time in the spring. I am twenty-five in October next Up till 
midsummer 1819 my time was almost exclusively occupied in pre- 
paring for my examination; and since then my circumstances 
have required me to be almost entirely occupied in term time with 
private pupils (I have four at present) ; and indeed during some 
of my vacations I have been partly occupied by pupils, and in all 
of them have had two brothers reading with me. Much, very 
much, of my time in vacations has passed unimproved. But yet 
I have not been on the whole idle, though (partly from want of 
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regularity in oar domestic arrangements and partly through a 
strange infatuation of my reading in a desultory manner without 
keeping an adequate object of study in view) it is astonishing how 
little 1 have to shew that may account for the time I have spent 
upon books. 

In another letter (and let us, my dear friend, exchange many 
previous to ordination, and pray that such an exchange may be 
attended with a special blessing from the Lord of the vineyard in 
which we hope to labour) I will endeavour to recollect and 
mention the few books that I have hitherto read. At present 1 
am reading Pearson an Hie Greedy which I find excellent Behind 
it on my list of books to be read I see Homers Introduciiony Pri- 
deaux^a Cannexicnf Burnet on the Articles^ Hooker^ a Ecdeaiaatical 
Polity^ 6co. But unless my eyes get stronger I don't know when 
I shall have mastered them. I like to keep by me some improving 
book of a more experimental nature. I have just finished David 
Brainerd*s* Life and Diary. Oh for some measure of his heavenly 
mind and devotedness to God ! I am now reading Walton's Lives.* 
I find biography a good stimulant. But oh how de«sperately 
prone we are to leave the Fountain of Truth, and go to the turbid 
and shallow stream ! I want to write to and hear from you on 
the subject of studying the Scriptures, and also on a great many 
other subjects. Again and again, my dear friend, I pray that our 
correspondence may be sanctified to His glory whose we are and 
whom we have been by His grace called to the privilege of 
serving. 

Ever your afiectionate brother, 

W. W. Phelps. 

P.S. — I have been endeavouring to call to mind the period you 
refer to in your last, but I am quite in the dark about it I re- 
collect only that you gave me Jonea*a Scripture Directory, which I 
rather wondered at when I became myself acquainted with the 
nature of the work. But I do not recollect noticing any thing 
unusual in your conduct 



1 MiuioiiAly to the American editium afterwards came into his 

Indians. Died October 9tb» 1747. Ubrarv, the last, a handsomely 

' Mr. Phelps's earliest oopy of this boond copy» was a bequest to him 

work (2 vols. 1806, Clarendon Press) at Reading. 
IS dated "CCC. 1822." Twoother 
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From Fredk. Quarrington, Esq.' 

18, King's Square, Bristol, April \%ih, 1822. 
M7 dear friend, 

Though I have but little to say to you after our late 
interview (which I have frequently thought of since with great 
pleasure) I cannot let so favourable an opportunity as the present 
pass by without sending you a few lines. Your visit to Bristol,' 
whilst it was an expression of your kindness and affection, had I 
trust the happy effect of confirming a disciple in that faith which 

was once delivered to the saints It seems to me 

sometimes as though I never should grow weary of speaking of the 
love of the Saviour with those who feel as I feeL Certainly the 
communion of saints in heaven will enhance its happiness, when 
amidst those blest spirits, unencumbered by these earthly taber- 
nacles, that communion is uninterrupted and eternal, and where 
they continually speak and sing of Him who loved them and gave 
Himself for them, and redeemed them from their sins with His 
own blood. The prospect of this blessed intercourse should 
animate us when journeying in solitude, as we frequently do, and 
oppressed by cares and troubles through, this wilderness. . . . 

Judge not of my affection and esteem for yon by this hurried 
epistle, and 

Believe me your very affectionate fnend, 

Fredrrick Quarrikgtok. 

From F. Robikson, Esq. 

Essex Street, Friday, May Zrd, 1822. 
My Corpus Cliristi recollections have been lately called 
into a state of excitement by one or two extrinsic warnings. 
First, the folks crowding to the king's Drawing-room (of which I 
saw not a particle) reminded me that I did last year gape and 
gaze at the glitter under the pretext of lionizing you.' And 



I Scholar of Pembroke, B. A. May went from Gloucester to Bristol, 

24th, 1820 : ordained this year. where he saw Quarrington and 

s Mr. Phelps started from Oxford Monro ; and next day he reached 

for his Easter vacation the 21st of Wilton, where be found his father 

March on a visit of sympathy to his ill. On April 25th be was again in 

friend Mr. Hunter at Gloucester Oxford, 

(see page 328) where he spent the 'See above, page 318. 
next few days. On March 25th he 



CHAP. IV.] 



Leadings of Providence, 



335 



secondly, eleven honn daring which I have this week been 
learning 'Hhe applause of listening senates to command," are 
linked with an association not wholly dissimilar. . . . What 
will you think of my resolution, and what will you not think of 
my folly, when I state that I actually submitted to be penned up 
in the gallery of the House of Commons from twelve o'clock in 
the day until eleven at night, and all this for the sake of hearing 
Mr. Canning! — ^for as to the subject of the debate I hardly 
expected much. But I was resolute that the orator of the House 
of Commons should not go to 

" Waste his speeches o*er the desert Ind "' 

until he had left some trace of himself on my mind. Tour cham- 
pion' also, Robert Peel, made a most admirable speech, for which 
I think he has gained as much reputation as, if not more than, he 
earned by any of his former exhibitions. 



To Rkv. R. T. p. Pope.* 

C.aa, Oxford, May ^Mi, 1822. 
My beloved Pope, 

It has been my intention for some time past to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of the Cork paper, and to express to you the 
pleasure it gave me to witness the Providence of our heavenly 
Father leading you at length to the consummation of your wishes 
relative to taking orders, and sending you forth on the blessed 
commission of preaching the unspeakable riches of Christ to 
perishing sinners. How wonderful, my beloved fnend, is the way 
by which we have been led ! Had we both been permitted to 
pursue the respective lines of life which our parents and our 
former inclinations marked out for us, and in the spirit with which 
we were then actuated, your thoughts and affections might have 



I Mr. Csnning had been appointed 
Oovenot'Oenend of India. He bad 
already made preparations for his 
departure, when the melancholy 
death (Ausuat 12tb) of the Marquis 
of Londonderry placed the ieala of 
the Foreign Office in hia hands. 

I As member of the Univeratty. 



>Thii letter addressed to Mr. 
Poi>e*B Cork abode wat forwarded 
to him at Stranorlar, County Done- 
gal, where he had aucceeded as 
curate the Rev. Hugh McNeile, to 
whom in native powera of oratory 
and peraonal attractions he waa 
hardly, if at all, inferior. 
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been now engrossed by the wearisome pursuits of wealth, pleasure, 
or ambition ; and I upon admission to orders might perhaps have 
received your congratulations as having entered upon an easy and 
indolent yet reputable mode of life. But now (g)ory to the mani- 
fold grace of God) it is my blea<ied privilege to congratulate you 
upon far other considerations, upon being admitted to a laborious, 
despised, and thankless office, but one whose object is the noblest 
that man can pursue, and to the faithful discharge of which are held 
out the sublimest consolations and promises of the gospel. 

When the pressure of occupations that would naturally present 
themselves to you at your entrance upon the ministerial duties 
has somewhat abated, I shall hope to hear from you. . . . 

I have occasional intimations of the weakness of the foundation 
upon which my cottage of clay stands. And I find such mementos 
very salutary, as their tendency is to call away the loitering soul 
from earthly things. The state of my mind has been very variable. 
At some periods I have been deeply distressed by the recurrence of 
painful doubts and apprehensions of the nature alluded to in 
former letters ; yet on the whole I may say that I have been 
wonderfully supported and enabled to commit myself and all that 
relates to me into the hands of a God of covenant mercies in 
Christ .... But I would desire and pray that both of us 
jnay be enabled, in a right sense, to forget the things that are 
behind ; and to call upon each other to press forward and put on 
the whole armour of God. We have stiU to fight the good fight, 
and a work to work while it is called to^y. 

I will only tell you now that the earliest possible period at 
which I can take orders will be next Christmas, and further 
request your thoughts on my acceptance of a college tutorship 
should such be ofiered me about that period. I should expect the 
employment of college tutor to be irksome and unsatisfactory to 
me, and the inducements on the score of emolument would in the 
present case be very inconsiderable, as the salary would be only 
£150 per annum. The only question with one is, whether holding 
such a situation for a few years might not enable me to establish 
a sort of character which might be made a means of usefulness. 
But again I return to my former request : pray for me that I may 
choose rightly and act in singleness of heart. '*The lot ia cast into 
the lap ; but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord/' 
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To HIS FATHER. 

C.C.C., Oxford, June 8th, 1822. 

The knotty matter is at length settled ; and after great 
flactuations in the opinions of the college, and the most serious 
convictions of most of the senior men that the decision of the 
visitor would go against me, the deputation has this morning 
returned and declared it in my favour. His Lordship examined 
the statutes attentively and was decidedly of opinion that as the 
exercise called '' determining " is now virtually done away, the 
statute requiring us to compute our terms from the period of the 
year in which that exercise used to take place, ought no longer 
to be in force ; and he has therefore issued an order that the 
bachelors of Corpus should be immediately put u[K>n the same 
footing as the other members of the university of the same 
standing.' This enables me to take my degree of Master of Arts 
this term ; and I have just been to the President and obtained 
from him the subject of a Jjatin essay I have first to read in the 
hall, and also his permission to take my degree next Thursday.' 
He was as usual veiy kind ; and said he did not know any thing 
that could give him much more satisfaction, just as he was 
dropping into the grave, than to see the matter set at rest in the 
manner it now is. He appears much more feeble than when I 
saw him last.* 



^Tba baoheloni of Ck>rpas were 
required by their itatutee to compute 
the term for taking their M.A. 
degree not from the date of their 
B.A., bat from the date of their 
"determining" in the Lent follow- 
ing it. The ancient ceremony called 
"determining" consisted oartly of 
an academic exercise reaa in the 
■chools. The public examinations 
for B. A. degree which had now pre- 
vailed for twenty yean had rendered 
this exercise more and more a matter 
of form, and in the Lent of 1S21 it 
ceased altoffether. But this cessa- 
tion placea the old bachelors of 
Corpus who had gone through the 
exercise of ** determining " at a dis- 
advantage with their juniors, who 
had not ; and aooordinipiy on NoTsm* 

X 



ber 4th, 1S21, they petitioned the 
college to refer the question to their 
visitor (the Bishop of Winchester, 
as successor to their founder). The 
person most interested in obtaining 
a relaxation of the old rule was Mr. 
Phelps, on account of his position 
at the head of the scholars and his 
coming next in order for a fellow- 
ship. On the customary re^^ulation 
he could not have taken his M.A. 
until January 1823. 

s June 13th. We read in his jour- 
nal^* 'Thursday, June 1.3th. I felt 
faint in the schools, and also be- 
tween dinner and chapeL Still I 
was supported." 

> He survived eight months. See 
page 69. 
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" Bat when to hiB long home 
We see an ancient weary mourner come, 
Arriving at the expected bonme 
From which no travelleni e*er retnm^ 

With pensive eye 
Monm we the old man*B deetiny ? " 

Religion teaches us no such lesson. Yet we may be excused the 
** pensive eye " though it is not a just occasion for '' mouminf^" 

You will at once perceive that my prospects in the college are 
materially bettered by the new enactment ; as I am thereby 
rendered eligible to the fellowship poor Mr. Hamer vacated,' 
which otherwise must have passed on to a junior. It will not be 
filled up however, I understand, till October : but this is a matter 
of no consequence, since it is already virtually mine. 

Fbom Rey. J. Hunter. 

6f New Steyne, Brighton, June II th, 1822. 
. . . . It is easier to preserve joy and peace in 
believing than to regain it May you ever continue to walk in 
the cheering light of the countenance of our God, and hear the voice 
which precedes every temptation in the ear of the believer, saying 
— " This is the way, walk ye in it" There is more need that you 
should address me thus than I you; may I be enabled myself 
therefore to receive the same caution. 

I concluded yesterday the Life of Mr. Scott ' (the author of the 
Commentary on the Bible). I scarcely know whether I ever read 
a volume calculated to be more useful to a pious man about to 
enter the church. It is full of instruction to every description of 
readers, but I think particularly so to men young in the ministry 
or just entering into it I have also got about half through 
^'Jowett's Researches,'*' a different sort of book, but like the 



1 The Rev. Jamei Hamer, B.D., 
senior buraar and librarian, third 
on the liat of fellowa, died May 
24th, 1822. 

txhii life, by the Rev. John 
Scott of St Marv**, Hull, was just 

SubUshed by Seeley . The preface ia 
ated May 6th, 1822. Mr. Phelps's 
copy of the lof o ia dated in his own 
hand "C.C.C, Oxford, 1822." 



* This was another new hook of 
the year,— see pase 310. Thomas 
A mold wrote from Laleham on Octo- 
ber 21 at of thii year to Mr. Tucker 
— •• I have read s new book Utoly, 
which ia rather an event for me^ 
"Jowett'a Christian Researches in 
the Mediterranean. " You know it, 
of coume, and I doubt not like it as 
much aa I do, which ia very much 
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other, edifying and instructive. Perhaps I am wrong, hut I like 
to read a thick octavo of this kind better than piece-meal accounts 
in the Missionary Regbter.' 

I have done nothing more towards the continuation of the 
memoir of my beloved wife since I saw you. Indeed though I 
have been dealt with in tender mercy, yet I feel sensibly that my 
late affliction has more deeply affected my mental energies than I 
had imagined. You will unite with me in gratitude and praise 
that my beloved infant is still spared to me and is very cheerful 
and in good general health. May her heart be regenerated ! 

I had some conversation with Dr. Ramsay,' and I feel little 
doubt but that if you and he are both spared and you carry your 
plan of taking pupils hereafter into execution, that he will both 
have the ability and will thankfully avail himself of the oppor- 
tunity of sending you two or three. I hope to see him in London 
again on my return. 

From Rev. P. Filleul. 

Sl Aubin% Jersey^ June lith^ 1822. 
. . . . Our dear and mutual friend Gilbee' has 
favoured me with another visit this season. He spent just four 
weeks with me and only left me yesterday week. It was a 
pleasant time for me and I hope not altogether unprofitable, 
although it was painful to see him in the same state as L&st year, 
if not in a worse state than he was then. It appears somewhat 



indeed. It is a very wonderful and 
a very beautiful thing to see the 
effort* made on eo large a scale, and 
with motives so pure, to diffuse all 
good, both temporal and spiritual ; 
and I suppose that the world is 
f^radually clividing more and more 
into two divided parties of good and 
evil, — the lukewarm and the formal 
Christians are I imagine daily be- 
coming less numerous. " 

1 The Missionary Rrgister was a 
monthly periodical for the circula- 
tion of the proceed inss of all the 
Missionary and Bible Societies 
throughout the worl<l, and of all 
othar mstitntums tending topromote 
X 2 



the civilization and conversion of 
the heathen. It was started by the 
Rev. Josiah Pratt, Secretary of the 
O.M.S. in January 1813, but relin- 
ouished by him in 1841. It was 
dropped in 1845. 

* Edward Banner man Ramsay, of 
St. John's College, Cambridge. B A. 
1815; M.A. 1830; ordained 1816. 
Became Incumbent of St. John's, 
Edinburgh in 1830, and Dean of 
Edinburah in 1839. He is the 
author or several works. 

* Mr. Hunter wrote, December 4th, 
1820, '* Good GUbee has found his 
two curacies too much for his health , 
and is about to leave them.*' 



}^y^n^\i^\ :4i^ v^u^v«^^b«k^^ ^ ^«» that he should thus be laid by 
Vu^ Vlii^ \»jaUK6 vi bui a<u^jj^«K «6m) iKwfWliwssi^ and perhaps disabled 
U^ c\v^ . t4uU uluv> ^W iW UxlKknittT he eneonntered in the way 
U^ iHo uiiiasu V ikud t,\k^ <.vo^(aucy aud fidthfolneas he displayed 
uuJ\«i (houk li^ti Yvt w^ know that the Judge of all the earth 
vviu voiiv du ri^hu His ex|)enenoe and that of many more affords 
u^ a vusci'ul l«>ckion, — to be aware of our weakness and attempt no 
Mxoiv thau uatui'e 13 capable of We are apt on first entering on 
oui' gi'oat work to be so possessed with a desire of being instm- 
mtmtal in saving souls from perdition, as to deny ourselves the 
relaxation which is necessary to the presenration of our health. 
It was in some measure the case with myself, and I felt, and still 
do feel to a certain degree, the effects of it. But I was mercifully 
led to stop in time before my health was too much impaired to 
suffer considerably. And now I thank God I am sufficiently well 
to be able to go on with moderation and comfort. I am glad to 
uj however that though Gilbee was considerably worse (from a 
cold or some such cause I suppose) most of the time he was here^ 
he thought his health on the whole to be improving ; and whereas 
he had been unable to look at a book for five minutes together, 
he could read for nearly an hour at a time without much incon- 
venience. 

I find by your letter of the 23rd of March last that you have 
been a little time with our valued and affectionate friend Hunter, 
and I am glad to learn that his trial has been sanctified to him in 
the manner that it has. How justly b this world called a vale of 
tears ; and how true it is of the children of God that it is through 
much tribulation that they must enter into His kingdom. May 
God enable us both, if we ai-e called to suffer, to endure " as seeing 
Him who is invisible.** 

It appears indeed by your letter of December that since I wrote 
you have had to suffer evils both of a bodily and spiritual nature. 
I was greatly rejoiced however to learn by your laAt that you have 
enjoyed since for a long season the light of Grod's countenance, and 
were kept at the time you wrote it in the comfortable sense of His 
mercy and love. 

Of myself I have not much to say which Falls has not probably 
already communicated. I am going on still outwardly with some 
measure of acceptance though not with much apparent usefulness. 
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And if I make little progress extemallj, I fear I make still less 
intemallj. .... 

Let me request an interest in jour prayers, and subscribe myself 
your most affectionate though unworthy friend, 

P. FiLLXUL. 

Fbom Rev. Geo. Smallst. 

Banburt/, Oxon, AuguH 2nd, 1822. 
My dear Phelps, 

I am sorry my numerous and weighty engagements have 

hitherto prevented my answering your kind letter sooner. I 

confess I had long been expecting a few lines from one whom I 

had reckoned for four years among my most particular friends ; 

and as you were acquainted with the vast pressure of my business, 

I hoped you would not wait for me to begin a correspondence. 

I conclude you are now directing your attention to the assump- 
tion of the sacred ministry. If so, I pray you may through the 
grace of God become a faithful ambassador for Christ. Oxford is, 
I think, a sphere of some peculiarity. All will allow it to be a 
most chilling atmosphere. But at the same time it is a place 
which greatly requires the residence of some decided characters. 
I am now indeed making a curious preface to a point which I will 
immediately mention lest it should escape my memory. I have 
lately seen some little of the famous Legh Richmond,' a man you 
know of no ordinary worth. In one conversation he mentioned 
his wish to get a tutor for three of his sons and two more of a 
neighbouring friend. He wishes the person to be in orders to 
assist in the parish and church. The pupils are clever, and are to 
be put into a course of reading for college. Now as I dare say 
the terms will be liberal, and certainly the religious advantages 
great which would accrue to any serious young man, I mentioned 
you to this excellent friend, and I have now authority to say that 
if you would like the situation any time between this and Christ- 
mas I can secure it^ and upon hearing from you would send yon 
all further particulars. He lives, you are aware, at Turvey in 
Bedfordshire. Tou will of course write immediately. 

. . . . Monro has, you know perhaps, a comfortable curacy 

1 He wfts now within five yean tion for the Bible Society to the Isle 
of the term of his vslaable life. He of Wight, which carried him into 
wss this month ^»pointed depata- the soenes of his early ministry. 
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at CliftoD ; be k godfather to ovr littie bo j. GambMr> bM a 
earmej at Baddngbam twentj mOes from benoe. He cornea fire- 
qaendj to see na. I trust joa wiU paj us a riat immediatdj on 
jour retiuii to Oxford, or I aball be Tery modi afironted. Sankej 
stayed two days with us about tbree OHmtbs aga He baa a 
pleasant sttnatioiL I saw Hunter about a fortnigbt ago: be 
appeared Terj low. Tristram I find bas a daugbter. Noel' I 
find is married to one of the Methnens. Have jon heard finom 
Qoarrington 1 I am ashamed to saj I haTe long been a letter in 
bis ^bt. 

If I may presume to give you advice, let me recommend you 
to write some plain gospel sermons before you take ordera I was 
dissuaded from this by some clergymen, and have ever repented 
following their advice. Many important things occupy the time 
and attention, and Sunday returns without a sermon, or at least 
the preparation is ai Hmes necessarily very hurried 

• 

To Rav. R T. P. Pop*. 

Wilion, AitguH Sih, 1822. 

My beloved Pope, 

Bo long a time has elapsed since I bad the pleasure of 
receiving a letter from yon that I cannot divest myaelf of an 
apprehension in respect of your health. I hope that if it be the 
Lord's will I shall soon hear that thi« wns groundless, but even 
should it be otherwise, I trust you will contrive to send me a few 
lines as soon as convenient, that I may be apprised of how you 
are : for I m»y •^^^P* ^® language of the apostle—" God is my 
witneas how greatly I long after you in the bowebi of Jesus 
Christy" though I am confident that you need no fresh assurance 
of thia 

The times of unprecedented distress in your native countiy, in 
^hich it pleased God you should be called to the ministiy, have 
giren (in my mind) an additional interest to an event which could 

» Frederick Gambler, a nephew of reoords him as present at 8t Oilas' 

Admina Jamee Lord Oambier, hsd on June did sad December 2Dd. 

been Portmaster of Merton and took 1821. 

hU B.A. May 13th. 1818. He after- * See before, page 164. He mar- 

warda, m the aame year, gained a ried Cecilia Penelope Methuen, aiater 

scholarship at All Soala. His of Mr. Paul Methnen who in 1838 



curacy was at Steeple Clavdon near was created Baran Methnen. 
Buckingham Mr. Katt ■ journal 
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never be oiherwiiie than interesting to me, and therefore rendered 
me the more anxious to hear from you. I have also been desirous 
of receiving from your hand some authentic account of the dis- 
tresses among your countrymen, as the public accounts come often 
so garbled, though I fear in the present instance they have hardly 
been exaggerated. A universal feeling of sympathy has, I assure 
you, manifested itself in this country 

Among my blessings, rich blessings, I have to mention to you 
the hopeful state of my two eldest sisters and brother. The latter 
I believe you know is at Oxford ; and in all three of them I have 
very little doubt of a saving change having taken place. Still it 
seems almost too good to be true, and I rejoice with trembling. 
For my beloved parents I have from my cradle entertained such 
feelings of veneration, that I seem to be on the borders of impiety 
when I talk of the state of their souls. Still I cannot shut my 
eyes to the fact that they are not feelingly alive to subjects to 
which I attach the utmost importance. And yet a ray of hope 
will flash across my mind sometimes, when I see that many pre- 
judices are actually removed, that there is visible in both of them 
a greater concern for the care of their souls than there once was, 
and that the family is in many respects conducted upon Christian 
principles. Oh, my dear friend, let us pray for our dear parents 
more and more. What should we do if the privily of interces- 
sion for them were positively forbidden us 1 

Owing to what I cannot help thinking a remarkable interposi- 
tion of Providence, 1 was enabled to take my M.A. degree in 
June, half a year earlier than I expected ; and I now look for- 
ward to ordination (if such should be the Lord's will) at Christmas 
next instead of the summer following. Pray for me^ my dear 
friend, that I may improve the intervening time, and if called to 
the sacred work of the ministry, enter it with proper views and 
find grace to be iaithfuL And do let me have the benefit of your 
counsel and experience. 

Fbom Rev. S. Hawtrby. 
ChieUade, Uindon, Tuesday, Auguti 20th, 1822« 
My very dear friend. 

You will doubtless be surprised at receiving a letter 
from me at all, btit especially from this place. But the cause is as 
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follows. I came here yesterday to mj friend Sir William Parkei^s^ 
to pass a couple of dajrs, and he mentioned this circumstance^ 
that the curacy of Hindon is likely to he vacant, and that Tjord 
Oalthorpe* a pious nohleman wished to put a pious man there; hut 
the inducement in a temporal point is not much, as the curacy is 
but £50 per annum, and no house. There is single duty once a 
fortnight at a place one mile off which the minister of Kindon has 
always undertaken, and for serving this church there would also 
be a small salary. Sir William Parker would apply for the curacy 
for you immediately (if you seemed to like it) which of course 
would be kept open for you until you were ordained to it at 
Christmaa Sir William Parker would be delighted to have a 
gospel minister thera 

Now, my dear friend, the great inducement to a godly man's 
taking the curacy of Hindon is the field of usefulness, which is 
not small but large. I need not say how delighted I should be to 
see you preaching in the chapel of Hindon the unsearchable riches 
of Christ to poor and needy sinners. I think you need not fear 
Hindon's being too much of a place for you, for the inhabitants 
are chiefly poor people— but I believe they are many of them very 
bad 

I cannot say more, but that I wish you would drop a line in 
the post on Thursday or Friday, unless, which would be £ur better, 
you came over to Chalk that we might talk the matter over to- 
gether. Do then, if you can, come on Friday or Saturday or Sun- 
day. With my kindest regards I am, my dear friend. 

Very affectionately yoursy 

Stjbphxn Hawtbet. 

May the Lord direct you in your decision ! 

The above letter arrived at Wilton while Mi*. Phelps was 
absent in Kent, on a visit, since August 16ih, to Mr. Tucker. 
Thither it was forwarded to him, with an enclosure which 
stated that on the day of its arrival a tall gentleman in 
black driving two ladies to Fonthill Abbey had called at 
the house but very disappointed at not finding Mr. Phelps at 



I Sonof Admiral Sir flyde Parker. will be expUined farther on. 
*His ocmneTJmi with Uus plaoe 
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home. He then asked to see Mr. Phelps senior, but was 
told that he had gone to Fonthill Abbey. The stranger 
asked for his description that he might recognize him if 
they met, and then getting up a little lively humour with 
the two youths at the gate, John and Robert, drove on, 
leaving his name — " Cornish, C.C.C." 

To HIS FATHER. 

West MaUing, Friday^ August 2^d, 1822. 
Mr. Hawtrey's letter reached me this morning. Every 
step I take at this critical conjuncture of life appears to be of so 
much importance that I enter on the subject with considerable 
distrust of my own judgment. But at the same time I have so 
often found that amid the perplexities of conflicting opinions in 
my advisers I have been obliged to have recourse to my own judg- 
ment for the final decision, that weak as it is I must act upon its 
dictates if I would avoid a heartless and vacillating line of conduct, 
and encourage myself with a hope that having given any matter 
the best attention I can, and sought for guidance from above, I 
shall not be suffered to go very far wrong. 

My friend Tucker does not think it at all likely that Firth will 
resign the other tutorship. If however it had happened to be 
vacant, his advice would I know be that I should accept it. At 
the same time I am not at all convinced by the arguments he 
advances in favour of it, nor have they tended in the least to 
shake my strong objections to a continued residence in Oxford. 
And I can clearly see that his mind is by no means tree from 
difficulty on the subject ; though from zeal to see the tutorship of 
his college in such hands as he would like, and from thinking it 
might be of service to me in after life to have the reputation of 
having been a college tutor, he has adduced all the arguments in 
favour of my taking it that he could collect. He thinks however 
that if I take a curacy, I should be particularly fortunate in 
getting one situated within a comfortable distance of home as 
Hindon is. And I think so too, and really am of opinion that if 
I can get it and find in Hindon a house that would admit of my 
taking three or four pupils at no distance of time it would be 
advisable for me to accept the proposal at once. .... 

I have written to Mr. Hawtrey by the same post to say that I 
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can give no definite answer till I luiye heard farther particolan, 
and requested him to let me know who the rector is^ where he 
resides, what Lord Calthorpe has to do with the church, and also 
about the probability of my meeting with such a house as I should 
want. I expect a letter from bim whilst here, and should like 
a few lines from you to say what you think of it. 

J mentioned in my letter to Jane that I was going to see 
another friend (Rickards). I met him at Maidstone last Monday, 
and he seized roe with such a violent grasp of hearty hoe|ntality 
that it was quite impossible to leave this neighbourhood without 
spending a few days with him and his new wife. Accordingly I 
am going to Ulcombe/ his euracy, fourteen miles off, to-morrow, 
and hope to return here on Wednesday. I told my friend Tucker 
it was my intention to leave him on the Monday afterwards, that 
is, I believe, the 2nd of September. This he says he will not hear 
of. I am quite well and need hardly say enjoying mysell I have 
seen a good deal of the neighbourhood and been introduced to some 
very nice people. I hope you saw Gomish at FonthilL' 

And now the question of his future career pressed for a 
decision. A few weeks would release him from the statute 
that bound him to academic residence and place him in the 
rank of fellows. In the seven years past and their mani- 
fold competitions he had come off in every instance without 
loss of credit, and with an undoubted benefit to his mind 
from the stimulus attending his efforts. To have sat for a 
BalUol feUowBhip and to have come near to university pii«8 
were circumstances of no slight merit though they conferred 
no distinction. 

University life had been to him one of genuine happiness. 
He had thrown himself docilely and cordially into the spirit 



iTbe jotimal recorda — " August 
26th. To Uloombe, on » visit to 
RickurdB." This village Uee south- 
east of Maidstone. ** August 26th. 
Rode to Boughton Malherb, with 
Rickards.** This lies still further 
east, on the way towards Pluckley, 

s His father replied ou the 30th : — 
" Delighted one cannot fail of being 
at that enchanting spot; and how- 



ever high voumay raise your expec- 
tation, I shall be greatly deceived if 
yon find any thing like disappoint- 
ment when you pay it a visit. But 
no Mr. Cornish. " I would freely,** 
he wrote, " have foregone the seeing 
of Fonthill had I been apprised of 
his intention of calling on that 
day." 
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and intention of the place, and so had proved, as many 
others have done, how greatly those glorious old foundations 
of our pious forefathers are meant, and are calculated, to 
enchain the heart to piety and peace, when the disciples, 
eschewing fleshly indulgence, will submit to authority in 
the fear of Qod. And what enjoyments had been permitted 
him as he and his chosen companions had walked together 
in the fellowship of Christ! The letters we have read 
breathe much of this, and the letters of the future will 
breathe it yet more. For the reward of well-spent years is 
like the swan in still St. Mary's Lake, that floats *' double, 
swan and shadow;" the retrospect blessing us as well as the 
original, by animating many a dull insipid passage of life 
with its precious memories. But seven years in the univer- 
sity cloister is a good spell. And as to college distinction, 
Mr. Phelps could now weigh far more calmly its present 
value. The tutorship itself did not seem to him what it 
once had seemed. Its chief or its only attraction lay in its 
prestige ; for in regard to emolument it was by no means 
inviting, being furnished with one hundred and fifty pounds 
salary, out of which was to be maintained the style of an 
Oxford don. 

Then there was another longing that had been steadily 
growing in his breast — ^to occupy the station of a Christian 
pastor. The new meaning to his soul which the gospel had 
acquired since he came to Oxford lit up this desire, as some- 
thing distinct from and beyond the mere choice of a pro- 
fession. The flame so lit up had been fanned by all the 
intercourse he had cultivated with his Christian associates, 
who had one by one since 1817 begun that sacred path 
before him, and were constantly reporting by correspondence 
their experience of it, both the bright and the sad. How 
could he fail to be moved and interested by the accounts 
he received from Filleul in the Channel, from Tristram in 
the north, firom Gilbee's perseverance, Randall's energy at 
Almeley, by the touching letters of Monro, by the earnest 
and spiritual ones of Pope and Hunter, by the intimacy of 
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Stephen Hawtrey who never let the subject rest, by the 
examples of Mr. Tucker, Mr. Hill, and Mr. Natt ? What- 
ever became of the tutor, he must be a pastor of souls, the 
prospect of which he declared to his father' he " would not 
resign to be Earl of Pembroke." To combine with a college 
office some clerical duty in or near Oxford would cany with 
it the necessity of confining him doubly to his flock at 
every vacation, so cutting off all visits to his kindred ; a 
privation so great to a man of his disposition that we are 
not surprised to find him writing — ^''The more I consider 
the matter, the more objectionable the college tutorship 
appears to me to be."' Had he been able to command this 
indifference three years previously, how altered might have 
been the tone of his letter of May 22nd, 1819 ! His pro- 
blem now was how best to combine pastoral employment 
which he coveted with educational emoluments that would 
enable him to advance the prospects of his younger brothers 
and relieve the strain upon the family finances.' The finger 
of Divine Providence appeared to indicate the path he 
should take. For while he was anxiously pondering Mr. 
Hawtrey's proposal, still beneath the hospitable roof of Mr. 
Tucker, there arrived the offer of a pupil, the nature of 
which we learn from the report he sends home in the fol- 
lowing letter. 



1 Letter March 11th, 1822. 

*March 11th, 1822. 

8 He wrote to his £ather : — ' ' Com- 
mon reason and sense, as weU as 
common gratitude shew me that the 
great expense incurred in my edu- 
cation is wholly disproportionate if 
considered as intended for m}[ bene- 
fit alone, and that in educating me 
mj dear father was educating his 
whole family. In which view I 
hold myself Dound to labour for the 
education and maintenance of all my 
broUiers and suters, till they are 
able to support themselves. And 
witii regard to my beloved parents 
(I need hardly add this) to do all 
that in me Ues, whilst I have life 
and faculties, ' to rook the cradle of 



declining years.* Now bearing this 
in mind, I think I should be quite 
going out of my road to undeitake 
the college tutorship." — Ibid, 

By his tuitional exertions at Ox- 
ford he had already paid off all tha 
advances made for him beyond what 
his father could afford ; and not onl^ 
maintained himself but paid for his 
brother likewise whom he had sue* 
cessfully coached for a valuable ex- 
hibition at Queen's. We noticed 
some wav back two handsome loans 
generously volunteered out of re* 
spect to him and his father by gen- 
tlemen of means at Wilton, March 
3id, 181^ (see page 176). His very 
first earnings at Oxford went to 
these obligations. 
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To HIS FATHEB. 

West Mailing, September 2nd, 1822. 

Yon will easily learn that I am in good quarters by the 
difficulty I have in getting away from them. I am induced to 
extend my visit for a few days longer in hopes of seeing the eldest 
Miss Tucker/ whom I have not yet been introduced to, who with 
my friend John Keble are expected here in a day or two. 

After my return from Chilmark the day I left you, I thought I 
would fill up an hour by writing to my friend Hunter, in which 
I mentioned my intended visit into Kent. It seems to have been 
well timed, as he received within a day or two a letter from Dr. 

B y which he forwarded to me, wishing me to take as a pupil 

a lad of twelve years of age. You may suppose I was glad to 
discuss the matter with Tucker. He congratulated me extremely 
on hearing of a pupil so soon after I had begun to make up my 

mind to a curacy with pupils. I wrote to Dr. B . . . . 

I should tell you that the boy in question is not under the care of 

Dr. R , but of a friend of his, a Mr. M who has lads 

from India entrusted to him just as Dr. B has, I soon 

received a most obliging letter from Dr. R saying that Mr. 

M very much approved of my plan, and that I might consider 

the matter settled, and that the boy is ready to leave his present 
residence and is now at my disposal. The letter also intimated 
that Dr. It and Mr. M hoped to be able to provide me 



1 Miss Sarah Tncker wa« the eldest 
of Mr. Tucker's three n»ten and the 
eldest of the family. A few years 
after this date she, like her brother, 
entered most warmly into the mis- 
sionary cause. The * ' Sarah-Tucker 
Institution" established at Palam- 
ootta in 1858, (just after her death), 
for training native schoolmistresses 
is a memorial of her sealous efforts 
for the promotion of female educa- 
tion in the east, derives its name 
from her, as likewise is the small 
Tuinevelly Christian village called 
' * Tucker-ammiQ-puram. " ^he lived 
until September 1867, and employed 
the later yean of her life in writing 



those charming volumes bearing on 
the missionary work which were 
once so popular but which we regret 
to learn are now mostly out of pnnt. 
The following is a correct list of 
them : — 

South Indian Sketehei.^Yol I, 
1842 ; vol II, 1844. 

The Bainbow in the North, 1851. 

Abbeokuta, or ninrise wUhin the 
Tropic*, 1853. 

The Southern Cross and Southern 
Croum, or the Gospel in New Zea- 
land. 1855. 

The Briar and Myrtle, or hea- 
thenism and Christiamty illustrated 
in the history of Mary. 
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with other pupils, but did not say when. Dr. R says he 

hopes I will call on him on my way through town, and expresses 
a wish that I will take charge of the boy on my way home. 

I should tell you that I stated to Dr. R in my letter, that 

though I had not intended to take pupils before Christmas, yet if 

Mr. M wished it, the boy could reside with me at WUton 

from quarter-day till the holidays. I thought it a pity to lose the 
pupil for the sake of returning to Oxford next term, and had no 
doubt that mother would make up a bed for Master NicolAon, 
such being the name of my young charge. I think from the 

manner in which it is expressed by Dr. R that Mr. M 

liked the idea of my being in my father's house when I first 
started with pupils, as of course the boy has a better chance of 
beiug taken care o£ 

You see then how I am situated. Just at the time I was 
doubting about leaving Oxford, a circumstance has occurred which 
required my coming to an immediate decision, and it seems as if 
my face were now turned in good earnest towards a country 
curacy. Should that of Hindon be procured for me, I need not 
say how rejoiced I shall be to be so near home. 

His visit to this dear friend at West Mailing, which 
begun on A.ugust 16th terminated oh September 6th.' 

The following affecting entry in his diary cannot be 
explained by any other materials at our disposal. It does 
not seem impossible to conjecture what it may have been. 

Friday, September 6th. Who can teU what a day may bring 
forth? Letter from my father. Conversation with Keble. 
Advice from him, taken. Communicaterl to Cornish. Talk 

'^th T on my way to the coach. Left Mailing with a heavy 

heavy heart, and rode to London with feelings of agonising disap- 
pointment never to be, I should think, erased from my recollec- 
tion ! Still I was led to seek the Lord and stay myself upon my 
Ood, and " in the multitudes of the sorrows," <fec. I think it 

1 We find in the journal — curate, of Trinity College, Cam- 

** September 2nd. ToMereworth bridge, B.A.. ISIS. The Hon. F. 

(Lord le Despencer.)" J. Noel was the vicar (as well as 

*' September 4th. Alone to Net- rector of Teston). and in 1S54 Mr. 

tlestead." I^o donbt to call on the Cobb succeeded him in the living. 

Rev. William Francis Cobb the 
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vexy providential that I met Dr. R and was immediately 

immersed in new concema Passed much of the night in great 
distress. 

The next day, Saturday, he took his young pupil down 
to Wilton. The diary continues : — 

Saturday, September 7th. Rose refreshed, though my first 

thoughts reverted to . The morning fine. Dr. R very 

kind in seeing me off. Interest excited by my new pupil, with 
change of scenery, diverted my mind throughout the day ; though 
the recurrences to the one subject were speedy, constant, and at 
times most painful. Habitually I was in prayer, and but from a 
support really derived from a hope in Christ, I think I could 
hardly have supported my anguish. Found friends all well. 
Spirits roused in telling them my many blessings, but deeply 
pained within. Laid me down in trust 

Sunday, Some restless thoughts at first ; but on the whole, a 
night of sweet slfep. Rose to meet new anxieties with respect to 
my pupil : I believe them to be sent me in great mercy. Felt at 
a loss about employment for him before church. Still that hour 
and church service i)assed off* (I mean with respect to him) satis- 
factorily. Till half-past two he had relaxation, as I thought best 
My prayer is that I may be furthered in a simple desire for his 
good. For myself, my heart oft reverting to melancholy thoughts 
bi nevertheless supported, and I am enabled to repose my all upon 
the Lord. During afternoon service my thoughts wandered much 
and were of a truly distressing and desponding nature. At inter- 
vals again in the evening I felt it a terrible struggle to stifle hopes, 

wishes, and regrets, respecting . Had some comfort in 

reading with Nicolson at night If I know myself my sincere 
desire is to know, and do, and bow to my Lord's will. 

Monday, September 9(^ The perplexity of the earlier part of 
the morning should shew me the importance of early rising. Re- 
turning from a pleasing walk with my new pupil, I met Mr. 
John Swayne. This was the commencement of a series of most 
perplexing thoughts which lay as a sore burden on my mind all 
the morning. Still I could make an effort to cast my burden 
(aggravated by tender and desponding reflections) on the Lord. 
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In the afternoon drcuinstanoes exhilarated me as I supposed I 
never could have been again* I laid me down in peace. 

Tuesday f September lOth, A day of much peace. Walked to 
Broadchalk. My meditations on charity as the end of the com- 
mandment were sweet. Was much eased and cheered in a more 
confidential conversation with Mr. Hawtrey. Reading by myself 
upstairs, was struck by 2 Kings viL 2. A new subject for serious 
deliberation offered me to-day in respect of Sir. W. Parker's house 
at Chicklade. My father and my aunt A.W. seemed to think it 
would not do. My own inclinations ran counter to their opinion. 
Began to feel my great need of guidance in this matter. 

Wednesday y September Wth. Left home early for Hindon. 
Seemed as if fresh starting on the voyage of life. How much I 
owe to a knowledge (however little) of the true God and eternal 
life ! My thoughts had constant food during the journey and day, 
and my heart was stayed in peace. Found great civility (to say 
the least) from Sir W. and Lady Parker. The descriptions and 
proposals with which I returned seemed satisfactory to my fsEither 
and mother ; and in a happy oblivion of the difficulties of my path 
I retired in serenity and cheerfulness. 

Thwredayy September I2th, Wilton fidr day. A day of con- 
sultation relative to the business in hand. Breakfast with my 
father in little parlour. Consulted Mr. Swayne senior ; could not 
see Mr John. After dinner chatted with Jane and mother rela- 
tive to my sister living with me. I and Nioolson walked and 
took tea with aunt N. Seemed all of us to be at a standstill 
about coming to any decision. Not mindful enough of the Lord 
Jehovah. 

Friday, September ISth. Rose to deliberations and consulta- 
tions, that went far towards making me forget that God ordereth 
all things and making me distrustful and prone to seek assistance 
from men. Oh the perplexity and misery of such a state ! I 
did not feel myself drawn out in prayer, though I most needed 
it. Was relieved from great heaviness by a short visit to the 
Hawtreys. Trust the Lord, a very present help in trouble. 

Saturday, September lith. Awoke reluctant to undertake a 
jouraey I designed to Chicklade, and started in a drowsy distrust- 
ful spirit. Yet I found comfort in the thoughts of God, whilst I 
rode, and was helped palpably in the interview. Spent day at 
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Fonthill, and was in great spirits — perhaps too great. At my 
retnniy my report did not seem to satisfy, and other circumstances 
occurred to remind me that this is not our rest. 

Sunday y September I5th, The day spent not indeed in a 
lively, but yet a serene, enjoyment of Christian privileges, and 
particularly in a sweet rest from the anxieties that have lately 
engaged my mind. My thoughts would be at times revei*ting to 
the subject of them, but I was enabled to keep watch over them, 
and declined conversations on it. I have to remark on this day 
that I felt in the morning at a loss how I should find my pupil 
employment, and then my prayers for direction were mercifully 
answered. The importance of early rising and the danger of 
indulging frivolous pursuits and conversation have been afresh 
presented to my mind this day. God is a loving Master. 

Monday f September IGih, The character of thLi day has in 
general been that of anxious indecision respecting a house. Mr. 
Swayne senior threw cold water upon my plans and expectations, 
and at one time in particular my dear father and mother seemed 
deeply distressed by the perplexity. Still 

" Amid the ruaring of the sea 
My soul still bung her hope on Thee." 

And many consolatory circumstances, and many unforeseen re- 
freshments of spirit, were vouchsafed me. 

Tuesday f September 17 tL Slept scarcely the whole night, and 
rose in a deep consciousness of my native poverty and misery. 
Rode to Stratford to see Waters's house, and sent off Thomas to 
Chicklade on my return. Felt relieved of a burden after writing 
the letter, but yet in an unsettled and torpid state. The answer 
was through Divine mercy most calculated to animate and comfort 
me. My evil heart shews itself all the day long. Oh the riches 
of that grace which cau restimu, convert, and cleanse it ! 

Wednesday, September ISth. Spent the day pleasantly at 
Chicklade. Went early, and under some little apprehensions as 
to how I should be received, which were dispei*sed the moment of 
my arrival. I found Sir William disposed to accede to all my 
proposals, and polite and kind as |>ossible. Agreed as to terms, 
which I was to come to Hindon to sign to-morrow. My rides 
were in much prayer and pleasure. Felt great cause for gratitude 
in being able t<i bring tidings of comfort to dear friends at home, 
T 
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From Rby. F. Quarkinotok. 

Newbury, September 25th^ 1822. 
Yon will be surprised perhaps to hear that I am already 
in orders. Last Monday three weeks I sent in my papers for 
orders to the Bishop of Winchester at FWmham Castle. . . . 
As I received no answer, I called last Thursday week upon the 
Bishop at Farnham Castle. His Lordship received me in the 
kindest manner ; told me he was that day going to write to me to 
fix the oi-dination for the 29th of this month. But as I was 
already there he would see if some arrangement could not be 
made for my accommodation. After consulting his domestic 
chaplain and the convenience of a young man who lived in Farn- 
ham and wished for orders, the Bishop told me I might be 
examined on Friday and Saturday and ordained on Sunday. 
Much has been said about the Bishop's severity and incivility; 
but for my own part I met with nothing but kindness and com- 
mendation in the most gratifying terms during my stay at Farn- 
ham. Sunday, the 15th of September, was a day of peculiar 
solemnity. I was much agitated between hope and fear. I trust 
however that all is according to the will of Qod ; and that I have 
been called to the important work in the course of His Providence 
who has been the guide of my youth and who will not forsake me 
at my entrance upon manhood nor when I go down the slope of 
' life into the dark valley of the shadow of death. On that day 
my faith was very feeble, but I trust it was in exercise. May I 
ever recollect the value of an immortal soul and labour as one that 
must give account I read the gospel in the ordination service, 
and the watchful and active spirit which it enjoined I wish ever 
to have in exercise. " Let your loins be girded about and your 
light burning." 

The name of my parish is Dummer. It is a small village about 
five miles from Basingstoke ; the population three hundi*ed and 
sixty. The squire of the parish whose name is Terry lives at a 
large house near the church. There are four or five fiirmers with 
their families in the parish. The rest of the people are chiefly 
laliourers. The character of the people b that they are very 
ignorant and very wicked, and the parish is said to have been 
much neglected of late. ' I shall have much need of divine sup- 
port and direction in this arduous station. James Hervey, the 
t2 
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author of " Meditations," once laboured at Dummer. May I 
cateh something of lus aprit and follow hia bright example ! 
In connexion with him I have often thought of the words of 
Bishop Home— "Happy were it my lot to tread in his steps 
on earth and sit at his feet in heaven. I ask no more in tins 
worid. nor in that which is to come." 

Mr duty is a full mowing service and evening prayers. Salary 
^^0 i^r annum and the parsonage house (which is small) furnished, 
and A garden. I wi»b Hindon were on my side of Salisbury. We 
sKall 1 hope, recollect each other in our most sacred and happy 
moments. If J^^ ^^^^t mention the day that you expect to be 
ordained, that I may think of you and pray for you at that solemn 
g^g^gijn. Gi^® ^y ^"^^ regards to your brother and be assured 
that lam 

Tours most afiectionatelyy 

Fbedk. Quarringtok. 

The next letter, written by Mr. Phelps a few days before 
his going up to Oxford to wind up there, if it does not 
throw full light upon the anguish he had been suffering, 
discloses something which had been keenly aggravating it. 
His expressions suggest more than they state of the intense 
bitterness he had to encounter in the disappointment of 
some about him who, had looked upon his Oxford course* 
with little more than secular views. The case is one we 
can most easily picture to ourselves. A wide circle of 
relatives have followed with eager attention, and some 
have aided, the most promising youth among them while 
achieving step by step a position higher than once seemed 
naturally within his reach. His path has been not quite that 
of many others, one in which he might just please himself, 
or himself and father ; but he has in a measure belonged to 
them all ; and as in a small country community many eyes 
watch the rising collegian, his credit has become in fact the 
credit of his whole clan. And now, when things look pro- 
mising; when such things as Fellow, Tutor, and College 
dignities have become familiar to the eai*, what do they see ? 
Their young man, the hope of his family, by his wilfulness, 



CHAP. IV.] Motives. 357 

by his religious — perhaps '^methodistical" — perverseness, dis- 
appoints, vexes, mortifies them aU round, by coming down 
with a little boy to teach in a curacy of £50 a year ! A 
man must be standing on a good foundation to maintain his 
firmness under suT^a cloud as tMs. But his manifesto, 
declaring with wliat views he was preparing to join the 
brotherhood of Christ's evangelists, is up to the mark. The 
letter is a very long one and it will not be necessary to give 
the whole of it ; but we cannot help including a paragraph 
or two at the beginning, as an example of the kind of con- 
solations that having blessed him in his distress he could 
now adduce for the blessing of others. 

To AK AX7NT. 

Wilton, October ^rd, 1822. 
If we have Scriptural evidence of our onion with Christ 
by his Spirit dwelling in us, then we are authorised to look upon 
all things that are passing around us and respecting us with quite 
a different view. Are we visited by afflictions of mind, body, or 
estate] with perplexities, with sickness or bereavements of any 
kind 1 These things are not happening at random, but by the 
special foreknowledge and appointment of a heavenly Father, who 
wills that His people should be a poor and afflicted people upon 
earth, who hath taught them to expect that in the world they shall 
have tribulation, and who hath appointed the path of humiliation 
to conduct them to glory, and bearing the cross to be preparatory 
to their wearing the crown. 

You will expect that I should tell you something of myself^ as 
you have heard a little of my plans and proceedings. Since the 
time that I saw you at Lacock my mind has been greatly, and at 
times painfully — very painfully exercised with regard to my future 
course of life. 

Leaving Oxford, and what prospects of emolument and distinc- 
tion might have awaited me there, was a serious and important 
step to take, and one which I could not but be very well aware 
would meet with a pretty free discussion among some of my friends 
and acquaintances. On the other hand, a continuance in the 
University and leading the life of a Fellow of a Goll^ wa» 
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sttended with so manj drcniDilaiiett nemgninl to mj tu^a and 
feelingi and to mj Tiews of proprieij in a Minister of the Gospel, 
that had the indneeraents to mj remaining been mnch greater than 
thej were^ I coold not haye made np mj mind to do so without a 
painful strng^a Experieiioe of it can alone enable one to judge 
of the painfnlneas of such a state of perplexity and indecision 
when two ways lie open before you, each presenting a host of 
conflicting advantages and disadTsntages, and when firiends and 
adviBers divide, half of them bidding you follow one course and 
half another ; and when each not only recommoids his own but 
scares you with the catalogue of miseries you are to entail upon 
yourself if yon pursue the other line of conduct. 

But bleated be Qod ! I cannot but think that the light of His 
providence hath shined on the dark places and made clear the way 
in which I ought to go. Certain it is that He has raised me up 
new friends where I never expected them ; that precisely at the 
period of my perplexity and indecision a curacy was offered me 
without any solicitation on my part ; and that the only obstacle 
(and that apparently an insurmountable one) to my going to Hin- 
don, namely the impossibility of finding a house there that would 
answer my purpose, was removed by Sir W. Parker voluntarily 
proposing to let me his hou8e at Chicklade, a short mile from 
Hindon. Here however I must mention that another difficulty of 
great magnitude appeared in the highness of the rent and the 
length of the lease, which would have rendered it very imprudent 
in me to have taken the house. This difficulty however has been 
also removed. J found Sir William and Lady Parker extremely 
desirous that I should be there, and the result of the matter has 
been, after several interviews, that I have taken the house upon 
totally different terms, and terms of my own proposing. 

To you, I know, I need offer no apology for writing in this 
strain. Hearing, as I am sometimes obliged to do, cold and ill- 
boding surmises as to the prudence of my leaviog Oxford, it is 
natural for me to indulge the hope that I have not wilfully out- 
stepped the leadings of God's Providence, and to dwell upon these 
concurring events that have appeared to me as beacons to guide 
me on my way. 

The period of my entering on Sir W. Parker s house is fixed for 
the first of November. When I am to be ordained I cannot say. 
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It depends upon the Buihop of Salisbury, who is at present from 
home. It may be before I go to Ghicklade, or perhaps not till 
near Christmas. Let me have your prayers on my behalf, that I 
may not enter irreverently or unbidden upon the labours of the 
Lord's vineyaixi, that utterance may be given me and that I may 
find grace to be faithful 

Be assured that I often think of you, though I do not write. 
It was my intention to have ridden over several times in the course 
of the vacation to Lacock ; but my detention in Kent and bringing 
home a pupil unexpectedly have quite put a stop to that plan. I 
could tell you a great deal with respect to my visit in Kent, which 
was highly interesting to me, but I have not now time. 

The following letter upon business, from a veteran in the 
Christian ministry, a letter more beautiful and characteristic, 
we think, than any we should have conceived upon a set 
religious topic, must have been grateful to his mind at this 
juncture. Here is the higher tone of the Christian life 
breathing once more : here again let the reader realize the 
lofby aims of Christ's servants, in whose noble fellowship it 
was now Mr. Phelps's ambition to be numbered. 

From Rev. Legh Richxokd. 

Twrvey, Olnef/, Bucks, October lOth, 1822. 
Sir, 

In consequence of the intercourse which I have had 
with Mr. Penally,' relative to yourself, it would give me much 
pleasure to know from you what are your wishes and prospects in 
forming a connexion of a parochial and tutorial nature. May 
I be permitted with the frankness and simplicity of Christian 
hope, charity, and confidence, to ask you what are yoar views on 
religious subjects and what writers most nearly speak your own 
sentiments on scriptural questions) How you feel your heart 
directed in regard to a congregational and cottage ministry Y 
How far you feel general good constitution, voice, health, and 
spirits for the pastoral care 1 Also what, in a literafy point of 
view, have been your pursuits in different branches of education 1 



^A iriend of Mr. Richmond's, mentumod in his lif e. 



360 



lAfe of Archdeacon Phelps, 



I am just going for a few weeks northward,* but might probably 
on my return feel a satisfaction, if agreeable to yourself^ to have 
some personal conversation^ the means of which might be then 
pointed out and easily accomplished, either at Oxford, Turvey, or 
some intermediate spot. I feel much respect for your character as 
given me by Mr. G. Smalley and his brother, and whatever may 
be the result of our correspondence, I trust mutual respect and 
regard may arise from it. 

The children contemplated in the scheme of instruction are 
three of mine,* and two of a friend's; the ages, two of 16 pre- 
paring for Cambridge, one of 14, one of 9, one of 7. 

In subjects where so many feelings, parochial, domestic, and 
parental are implicated, where the good of immortal souls, the 
prosperity of an interesting congregation, the welfare of my 
children, and the future benefits of so many are concerned, I 
desire previously to cultivate, wliere practicable, Christian acquaint- 
ance and friendly intercourse, as a foundation for more permanent 

alliance. 

Believe me yours faithfully, 

Leoh Richmond. 
Kindly consider my queries as inviting you to any friendly 
communication of sentiments, personal history, and friendly obser- 
vations to which the dictates of your heart, conscience, and 
judgment may lead you. 

The very day on which this letter was penned, Mr. Phelps 
(who had gone up to Oxford on the 7th) was elected Fellow 
of Corpus,* and he was now spending his last Oxford hours in 
the melancholy task of dismantling what had been his 
seven years' home, before finally quitting it on the 11th. 



1 He had onlv ft few days re- 
turned from his deputation tour in 
the Isle of Wight, where he had 
been reviving reoollections of bis 
Brading curacy (which ended in 
1S05). and erecting at the ^aveii of 
Little Jane and the Dairyman's 
Daughter (names then known far 
beyond the island) the headstones 
which have been viaited and read 
by thouaands unto this day. He 
was proceeding to Scotland now to 



seek a chan^ of air and medical 
advice for hia beloved son Wilber- 
force, whose death by consumption 
in 1825 will not be forgotten by 
readers of Legh Richmond's Life. 

« Wilberforcc, who died in 1825 ; 
Henry, who went to Cambridge in 
1826 ; and Legh. 

' His successor in the Wilts 
Scholarship was Mr. William 0. 
Lambert. 
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The reverend old President whom he found "there in his 
freshman's awkwardness in 1815, and who was now but 
three months distant from the tomb, he must have taken 
leave of with affectionate thoughts. Dr. Williams likewise 
he left at his post. Some familiar objects, souvenirs of past 
comforts, he must carry from his rooms into other scenes, to 
make these feel not so strangely new. Doctor Cooke and 
Bishop Fox* must still continue to look down upon his 
study table from his study walls wherever these shall be. 
Nay, we strongly suspect that no seven-years' collegian 
would mind admitting to himself that even homelier com- 
panions could liave some attraction to his senses in the 
"rooms" of the future. The singing steam which had 
daily greeted his solitude as he came in from a turn round 
the meadow after chapel of a frosty morning, and which at 
eight or nine in the winter evening had drawn him to the 
little stand in front of the fire off the book-laden table, he 
would miss like the voice of an old friend; and so that 
bit of copper bright from the hob could not possibly be 
deserted, — it must come away with Aristotle and be a relic, 
perchance to steam again for auld lang syne, — as in truth it 
did, even outliving its master. 

The last good-bye to classic groves, to Isis and to Cher- 
well, to College towers and those peaceful battlements that 
guard the shades of learning, should be expressed in verse ; 
and accordingly there are found among the poems some 
sweet lines that disclose feelings natural to one of Mr. 
Phelps's disposition on such an occasion. The lines com- 
mencing 

' * Hark *ti8 th« packing himmer near ! ** 

were not however written for this occasion, although they 

1 The pointing by " Johannes Qnalem spectanti piota tabeUa re- 

Corvns Fluidms ^ honff in the hall fert." 

of Corpna. It was in 1723 engraved The painter of Dr. Cooke haa 

by George Vertue. Of four Latin been already mentioned (mo p. 69). 

verses attached the last two ran : The engraving wae published Ooto- 

« Talis erat foimi talis quum visit ber 30th, 1811. 
amiota, 
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bias, but gained no footing at all with Keble. The process 
of disintegration for him came from other minds and came 
soon. In 1823 he learned from one of the older fellows, Mr. 
William James, that theory with regard to the Apostolical 
Succession which became a cardinal tenet of the Tractarian 
system and the subject of the first Tract. In 1828, the year 
following the publication of The Christian Year, Mr. New- 
man and Mr. Keble became allies, through the intervention 
of a mutual friend, another fellow of their society, Mr. 
Richard Hurrell Froude. In 1833, the year after the Reform 
Bill was passed, the Tracts commenced, from the pen of Mr. 
Newman. 

Was it, we are tempted to ask, no loss to Oxford and to 
the Church of England, that scholarly men of earnest piety, 
who still clung to the doctrine of Scott and Milner which 
Newman was surrendering, men of the stamp of Tucker and 
Phelps and their choicer friends, had all left the University 
to its deadness and its intellectual worldliness for country 
curacies and pupils? We do not for one moment blame 
them ; for they followed with singular uprightness the path 
of duty as it unfolded itself to their eyes. The crying 
want of the day seemed to be evangelists for the profligate 
and neglected parishes of England. That field was wide 
and the labourers few. And the future was unknown. 
But we can now look back ; and if we are not greatly mis- 
taken, we can discern what it was that gave such scope for 
the new thoughts that issued from Oriel among the youth of 
Oxford and the future of English society : it was the reduced 
and dreamy state of the genuine Reformation truth. No 
centre of higher Christian intellect on the scriptural model 
was permanently and continuously visible in the Oxford 
pulpit: no schools of influential piety sanctifying men's 
studies had established themselves within the Oxford 
quadrangles. Whatever there had been of such had departed, 
just when a great national crisis required a bracing atmos- 
phere of the healthiest sort. For the men of vehement 
earnestness but of wrong bias whom this crisis called forth, 
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there remained but the dry old land of the later nonjuring 
pietism and a spurious antiquity. Into this desert they 
fled, to return with an army of invaders.* 



1 We may here take our general 
leave of Mr. Natt's journal. We 
have noticed among the later entries 
recording those whom he saw in 
his congregation — *' 1825. Sunday, 
April 10th, afternoon. Young Wil- 
berforce and a lady with him, unless 
I am mistaken, were at church." 
(Robert Isaac Wilberforce entered 
Oriel in 1820 and became Fellow. 
Samuel Wilberforce took his B.A. 



at Oriel in 1826 ) Under Sunday, 
March 25th, 1827, we read—" In 
the afternoon I went to St. Peter^s, 
to hear Blanco White." The last 
entry occurs as follows — •• 1828. I 
left Oxford for London on Wednes- 
day, April 30th, bavins previously 
sent in my resignation of the 
Vicarage and Lectureship of St. 
GUes.'^ 
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THE CURATE OF HINDON. 



BARLY DIFFICULTIES — ^THE FEIXOWSHIP — ORDINATION — HINDON — 
PUPILS — SLIGHTED SERMON — " DIES ALBA " — ^THE CORPUS VEIN 



DANIEL WILSON FATHERS DEPARTURE MARRIAGE- 



BACHELORS VISIT — CHICKLADE CLOUDS — HARROW VACANCY — 
TESTIMONIALS — ACCEPTANCE. 

We commence this chapter with a few letters which dis- 
close how, in the midst of trials in the land of kindred, Mr. 
Phelps's consolations arrived through the sweet sources of 
friendship which he owed to college and school, and which 
ever flowed fuller and stronger when needed most. Blessed, 
in a cold world, is their path of life who have known how 
to win such friends and have deserved to keep them ! 

From Rev. J. Hunter. 

Egglingham,^ October 17 th, 1822. 

Your letter to Leamington reached me here, and yonr 

last I received yesterday afternoon. Before receiving the latter I 

had had some conversation with Tristram relative to your present 

circumstances. 

And now, my dear friend, I must beg you not to be discouraged 
with little difficulties which may beset these your first steps. The 



I Mr. Hunter was b ere on a vint 
to Mr. Tristrmm. In the summer 
of 1821 the latter bad been pre- 
sented by the Bisbop of Durham to 
the Vicarage of Egglingham near 
Alnwick in Northumberland, re- 
cently vacated by Mr. CaswaJl on 
his coming into an addition to his 
property. It was a large out-of -the 
way panah of £000 a year. This 



was Mr. Tristram's last move, and 
here be remained until bis early 
death in 1837. The presenUtion 
was the more honourable to him as 
bis uncle Bisbop Barrington was a 
prelate who exercised his patronage 
most oonscientiou&lv, regarding it 
as a public trust for public pur- 
poses. ^ CArisfian Obmrvtr, 1848. 
p. 191. 
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compassion and goodness of God will be more evident in your 
deliverance out of them. Depend upon it, He is good when 
instead of giving us what we have wished He denies it. We 
have our trials in the way He sees best for us. She who was once 
my guide and counsellor and comforter on earth is gone. This 
His wisdom and goodness saw fit and necessary for me. He puts 
you at present into circumstances which may be a little perplexing; 
but I have no doubt that the time will come when they will only 
be remembered like waters that pass away. Your present circum- 
stances have not for one instant changed my views as to the 
judiciousness of your plans. I entirely approve of them, and 
doubt not that the Lord will give His abundant blessing. 

From F. Eobikson, Esq. 

West Cliffy Brighton, October 19 th, 1822. 
And so you have actually hoisted a flag on your own 
ship ! Fellowship and Wardenship, where are theyl I hope that 
I shall not be answered by Macpherson's echo, Where are they f 
In reality however what has induced you to leave Corpus ? For I 
understood you intended remaining there until Christmas, in order 
to slide into a fellowship. I know your machinery never moves 
without good springs, and do not therefore question your having 
pursued the prudent course. In fact, much as I like (or much as I 
think I should have liked) a college life, I have always considered 
that such a life should expire at the end of four years. If a man 
survive a fifth year, and escape enrolment in grege porco, il doit 
6tre un personnage oomme il n'y en a pas beaucoup, je manage 
toujours mes termes; autrement, je vous d^biterois des complimens 
encore plus flatteux sur le chapitre de vous autres gar9ons de 
college.^ 

Seriously however, if you are tired of your epigrammatic style, 
have the goodness to explain these mysteries more copiously ; and 
I give you this encouragement, that I am fully prepared to ap- 
prove your inferences, be the premises what they may. Voilik la 
veritable complaisance ! 

Touching the person whom, next to yourself, I love best, would 



> Mr. Robinson's French humour being now just fresh from a oon- 
is aoconnted for from the fact of his tinental tour. 
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you like to hear something of hu plans 1 If he oontinne tolerably 
well, he will be found to launch a new boat at the Temple stairs 
next month. Chambers he will get if chambers can be gotten. 
But of what advantage will his chambers be to him unless his 
moon-raking friends come and aee them? If you hear of any stout 
healthy young men, about twenty-two years of age, of lungs the 
most imperishable, of a constitution the most impregnable, of eyes 
the most durable, of digestion the most easy, of fortune at least 
independent, of principles utterly incorruptible, of patience the 
most invincible, of temper the most agreeable, and of connexions 
the most respectable, — why, in that case send one or two such 
subjects to the temple, and I will perhaps aid them in their studies 
for a year, in consideration of a small gratuity, to wit the gratuity 
of £ — . But if they want any one of the above qualifications^ 
they had better hang themselves than think of plunging into that 
unhappy profession the law. 

I sent you a letter on my return from abroad, and directed it to 
Corpus Christi. Do not think of sending for it. Tou know not 
how great a weight of ennui you have escaped. I was absent 
nearly seven weeks, five in France and the residue in the Nether- 
lands. The sights I have seen are too numerous to be meddled 
with on a writing-desk, but when you come to see me in the 
Temple, and when 1 spend a week with you next year at Hindon, 
I hope you will sometimes consent to laugh at a stray anecdote or 
two gleaned in parts beyond sea. 

From J. C. Colquhoum, Esq. 

Oxford, Oriel CoUege, October 22nd, 1822. 
My dear Phelps, 

Nothing will give me greater pleasure than assisting 
your views as to pupils, if my poor exertions can be of any use to 
you, and I have hopes that among my Wiltshire friends and else- 
where I may find an opportunity to serve you. In doing so, I 
shall only be diachai^ng the debt I owe you for the kind attention 
you bestowed on my studies ; and in bearing my testimony to your 
qualifications for the situation in which you are about to place 
yourself I shall only do what you have a right to expect from me, 
whilst at the same time it is a duty which I shall perform with 
the utmost possible pleasure. 
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From ak old Oxford friend. 

T , October 31«<, 1822. 

My dear Phelps^ 

<* What a fellow yoa are ! " 

"A fellow ? Yee, many am 1 — a fellow of Corpus, an it please yon. " 

I saw in the paper to-day that you had got your fellow- 
ship and I immediately supposed the above conversation to take 
place between us, as our manner wa& I hasten to congratulate 
you and to express my great pleasure at your having so soon 
reached this reward of your worth and attainments. 

I hope you will some day make it convenient to come over to 

T ; not that I have any accommodation to offer at all becoming 

your present estate and dignity. But upon due notice I will do 
what lieth in me, and shall be very glad to see you. I was sorry 
I could not get a sight of you when I fled through Wilton on my 
way from Fonthill. 

From F. Rorinbok, Esq. 
Essex Street^ London^ November 5thj 1822. 
Now that all your two-year-old friends have tried you 
with repeating compliments of all sizes and colours, now then give 
ear to what an older friend than they shall, in these latter times^ 
pour forth ! Of a verity, our friendship is so far advanced in old 
age that I feel authorised to give, or to withhold, at pleasure. Tet 
I cannot resist the impulse I feel towards casting you my little 
mite of congratulation on the present occasion. I do assure you, 
my dear friend, that the most stentorian of your present, and the 
most scribbling of your absent, acquaintance cannot have expressed 
a greater measure of gratification than I silently feel (for alas ! I 
must confess my taciturnity ! ) on account of your success at Cor- 
pus. Now that you have escaped from your monachism, may all 
the other plans and expectations you have been forming in the 
quadrangle, yes, may they all be equally realised, without except- 
ing even your Spanish castles. 

But may I not congratulate you also on a still more important 
change of character? May I not wish our mother kirk joy of 
your adoption into her family 1 Serious as are the duties with 
which yon have charged yourself (and I am sure I do not under- 
value Uiem) 1 do not hesitate, my excellent friend, to congratulate 



CHAP, v.] The pastoral vocaMon. 369 

you. To a well r^pilated and well iofltmcted mind, the career 
70a have entered on abounds with opportonitieB of usefulness 
unknown in the other walks of life. I know not where else quiet 
happiness (the only real happiness) is so accessible. I know not 
where else the pilgrimage towards the only lasting happiness is 
beset with fewer snares. Need I then say why I congratulate you 
on your having pitched your tent within such goodly lines) I 
repeat it, I am not backward in appreciatiug the difBculties and 
responsibility amidst which you have placed yourself; but I believe 
you know them, and have taken upon yourself the charge with no 
disposition to shrink from it May heaven g^ve you strength for 
the task, so that whilst you shall be the messenger of peace unto 
others, she may now and for ever be the inmate of your own heart. 
I forbear to say more, for I know you are not ignorant of my 
feelings on this subject, and that I write with somewhat of una^ 
vailing, perhaps with somewhat of blameable, regret, when I trace 
in my mind's eye the path in which I would have my friend move. 
There cannot however, I think, be anything blameable in my 
anxiety once more to join hands with him ; and now that our 
friendship has thus slipped into a new epoch, let us renew those 
vows which I hope have been gaining strength year by year 

' ' Non ego perfidun 
Dili Bsonunentom : ibimm, ibimus 
Utcunque precedes, tupremum 
Carpere iter oomites parati" 

After your kind enquiries it would be affectation in me to 
remain altogether silent on the subject of myself. I really don't 
know what to make of myself I thank Ood I am well in general 
health, but have been many months annoyed and alarmed by pains 
more or less violent in my sides, groin, and back. I have consulted 
a first-rate man here (Brodie). He speaks cheerfully, but confesses 
he does not yet know what my aUment may be or what it may not 
oe. I endeavour to persuade myself that there is nothing alarm- 
ing ; but I am nervous on the subject, and the suspense does me 
no good in any way. Such, my good fellow, is the tenure by which 
we hold life 1 I pray Ood that I may daily see more clearly the 
flimsiness of the thread on which all human enjoyments are 
suspended. But I live in such a turmoil of life and study and 
society, that I require some such sharp-spoken messenger. 

z 
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All things being Bettled as U>lioa9eaBd cmmcr.lfr.Pli^is 
intfodoeed oo the 23rd of October to Dr. Fisher, SSdiop 

of fy^h^/arj, whose cfaa{*]am Archdnooo Fkher exaramed 
him frjr Holy Orders on the 2&th. On the lOch of Xorcm- 
ber he wa« ordained in Salisbmy Ckthednl and cq the 17th 
he hfcgan his duties at Hindoo. 

This little market town, of one street and some eight 
htmdred inhabitants, was seated on the dedivity of a gmtle 
eminence in the midst of the many antiiparian localities of 
Wiltehire, fifteen miles from Salisboiy and twelve fr^Mn 
WilUm, on the great coaeh-ioad nmnii^ into the west. 
Before 1832 it returned two members to Parliament and it 
was one of those petty boroughs so much criticised in the 
Beform-bill debates. As early as 1775 it was notorioos lim- 
its venality, and when Mr. Phelps became its pastor it was 
regarded as the criminal ground of the whole ndghbouihood, 
its superstition and ignorance being on a level with its 
wickedness. To a woful d^ree had its spiritual instruction 
in earlier days been n^lected, and the priest had not seldom 
proved as bad as his flock, to the sore perplexity and sorrow 
of Bishop Fisher .> 

George Lord Galthorpe, who has been already mentioned 
in these pages/ possessed some amount of property here, 
which we believe we are correct in stating never at any 
time cleared its own cost and was only valuable for the 
parliamentary influence which accompanied it. Mere 
political patronage however was not the sole object of this 
beneficent nobleman, who had at heart the truest welfiire of 



1 The Church, or mor« strictly 
' * the RovaI Free Chapel," of Uindon 
WM built and endowed by Philip 
and Mary in 1(U»5, and although in 
tiUe paruih of East Knovle (the Rec- 
tor of which received toe tithes) the 
appointnient to it waa always a part 
01 the Lord Chancellor's patrona^B. 
Within the Chapel-yard stood tne 
Priest's house, containing three 
rooms, for the Chaplain's residence, 
and belonging to this was a narrow 
strip of gardeii at the bead of the 



yard now thrown into the burial 
ground and full of graves, without 
ever having been consecrated. The 
Chi^lain ouring Mr. Phelps's ten- 
ure of the curacy was the Bev. W. 
Norns, whom the old inhabitants 
remember as residing at the Priest's 
house. But as he is never mentioned 
bv Mr. Phelpe and died three years 
after, he was probably out of healUi 
and incapable of duty. 
'See page 316. 
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the place, seeking by the support of Sf curate and of schools 
for the poor to raise the inhabitants from their moral degra- 
dation. 

Close to Hindon, southwards, was the wonderful modem 
pile of Fonthill Abbey romantically seated within a vast 
demesne. But it was just at the period we have now 
reached that Mr. Beckford's reverses had obliged him to 
forsake this creation of his great genius and his once prodi- 
gious wealth, and all the world had been and still were 
flocking to see the last of it.' 

North from Hindon, over the downs and about two miles 
off, was the village and church of Pertwood, forming a 
distinct benefice and in private patronage ; but the Rector 
was non-resident and Mr. Phelps served it as curate alter- 
nately with Hindon. 

Between Hindon and Pertwood, and about a mile north- 
ward of the former was a third parish, Chicklade, with its 
hamlet of some twenty houses and a little church. This 
living was held, together with that of Fonthill Gifford, by 
the B-ev. John Still, ll3., a Prebendary in Salisbury 
cathedral.' Chicklade House in this parish, vacated for Mr. 
Phelps's accommodation, as we saw, by Sir William Parker, 
was excellently adapted both in itself and in its situation for 
a few private pupils on good terms, as it stood retired within 
its own grounds and a short walk up-hill led to extensive 



> The famous sale at Fonthill be* 
gfn October 1st, 1822. The admis- 
sion was by guinea catalogues, of 
which 7000 copies and more were 
sold. The stream of visitors setting 
towards this spot has been more than 
once indicated in these pages (see 
pages 345, 368). About three yoars 
after this date fell the magnificent 
Tower of Fonthill, and few living 
persons were perhaps in a position 
to be so impressed bv that remarka- 
ble accident as Mr. PheliM. He was 
on horseback at a distance gazing 
upon the tower, which formed a very 
prominent object in the view. He 
just turned his head away and then 
Z2 



rad again — the tower was cone I 
be r^e on he P^Mod the house 
of two friends the Misses M — , and 
tapping at the window with his whip 
he asked them, "Where is the 
tower this morning f " ' * Dear me, 
I can't see it "—'* There must be a 
mist," replied the sisters. '* Vou 
will never see it again, it has just 
faUen,'* said Mr. Phelps. The 
occurrence took place I>eceml)er 
2l8t, 1825, and forms the subject of 
one of Mr. Phelps's poems. 

* He was author of //one Pritfota, 
Prayers ami R^JUxiUma. Rivmgton, 
1824. 
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nn Ociober 31st he took posaeamon of thia 

1»» '^r^.^^lllda. .lair. «k1 on December 7tk 

ws c«>nuire«^^~ one of his sisters who sumTed 

» «ri of t^renty-^sae, the only «• 

hiitt- ^j^^ Tears and a quarter and served 

Hci* he w«^ j^ Gospel ministry to which he had 

hi* *n^«'^'*^'***: L«d and with so much interest As he 

SO iv>«^ '■^^^'^ ,' • ^^ Bishop admitted him aknost at once 

^iTfcS sir^''<^^**^ ,. Priest's Orders. It was a conmion 

^rVvx r.-N^ ^^ fy^ ^ youthful clergyman to oommenoe 

th'.r^ i* — of • parish, without the advantage of an 

in ^"^^ * . '^^aperior ever at hand, and so it was with Mr. 

^ocp^^"**^ igitiiaacj therefore with Mr. Stephen Hawtrey, 

FN^^ , 1^^^ the instrument of his coming, was doubly 

^W ***^ £ie three weeks had elapsed firom his ordination 

'*^^'^^ . 1^ preaching at Broadchalk,' which was about the 

''^ distance from him as Wilton was, and in the same 

^J^\j direction. Mr. Hawtrey too paid no iofrequent 

*^*^r^ Chicklade House. 

^ finest and pains-taking as Mr. Phelps had hitherto been 
^ool and college, he was the same now in the blessed 
^ployment of winning souls for Christ's kingdom. He 
Kioked upon his flock as a people committed to his care by 
ijie great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, and it was his 
jojrful endeavour to communicate the glad tidings to their 
ears, and to bring home to their hearts and consciences the 
life-giving doctrines of redemption. He soon began the 
useful exercise of extemporary delivery, firom notes. This 
was by Mr. Hawtrey 's prompting : for Mr. Phelps being 

> The first entnr in the chapel re- fourth aermon. Hie first, «t Hindon, 

giiter in Mr. Fhelpe*i handwriting is November 17th, was from i John iv. 

vnder November 17th, 1S22. 10. His first at Pertwood, Novem- 

I Thursday Evening, November ber 24th, was from Isaiah ii 2, 3. 

28th, from Isaiah ii 5, O hou$e of His first at Chicklade chnrch was 

Jacob, cowi£ ye and IH U9 walk inthe not until Sunday, February Ist^ 

Ught of ikt Lwd. This was bis 1324 
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on one occasion at his friend's house and urgently required 
to preach without time to write out a sermon in fuU, he 
was induced to try the experiment of notes, and ere long 
his own congregations had the benefit of his success.' 

In pastoral duty he was conscientious and unremitting. 
A very fair school was already on foot at Hindon under the 
patronage of Lord Calthorpe, and this truly Christian 
nobleman gladly assisted him from his purse in every 
useful measure. Before twelve months had elapsed his 
Lordship visited Hindon* and expressed himself pleased at 
the promising condition of things. 

Pupils came in time, and at Easter, 1823, after Nicolson 
had studied with him in solitude for six months, Mr. Phelps 
was glad to admit as a first companion a son of Bishop 
Ryder. By September, just twelve months from his com- 
mencing, his number was completed and he had a full house, 
with a tutor's anxieties added to his pastoral labours. 

And now let a few letters relate the progress of time and 
occurrences. 

To HIS FATHJBB. 

Chicklade UouBe, December lith^ 1822. 
I must oonfeDS I think I have no right to expect I can 
ever be on the whole happier in this life than bj the blessing of 
God I now am. It seems rather paradoxical to say this at a time 
when it has pleased God to lay mj beloved parent on a bed of 
sicknesflL But no matter, if he derives one moment's comfort and 
satisfaction xx'^n that bed of sickness from the thought that his 
own judicious arrangement and persevering affection, by the 
blessing of God upon them, have been the means of bestowing 
upon his son the greatest earthly happiness a human being can 
enjoy, namely a respectable and useful employment in life of all 
others congenial to his feelings, accompanied with that measure of 

US23. "May lltL Preached He thus preached however only 

from copious notes for the first time occasionally as yet, and a large 

at Pert wood/' number of carefully written sermons 

1S23. '< May 18th. Preached at of this period still survive. 

Uindon from notee, first time. " * September 2Srd, 24th, 1823. 
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l^fc-vxit,* •w'jsi'* '^ Lr-*^ iui* rt..i.rti T:»t Tip »:■ l-coroDt osie erf" Hi* 
t*-.;* fc-u-; f*. -.if-J fcL'^'L^rd'u Ii i*. ••eLi^-rt Hit. Slt. i^ii nlin^s of 

ii \tja\ djy-rk pjir: c^ Hi* xiii^tri is j:»'«*iliiz ^"5- tnatArcLille 
r>.f-*» </ CLrjcT, I LkTe L-atrd ilai iL*- €ii«ii« ^^^ *o »^ J • 
>>»<^^V?r erl'i^r.o^r tL*:re cslli.'A bt We Lire ili* cosi awfal trcth in 
trit U/wza^ Pe'/;-'*: fr*:^j -*rT.tlT l*A"re ir.'=ir rie'rs : ti-er c&nikot bear th* 
tr«j*Jii. Aji f/*jr }/W^ri*A ?^Ti'>:ir vli the Je^^ ••Bwause I tell joa 
th*i truth je are offVi*'l*:d/* no wocd^r tb€T are oSended vben thej 
ht^r it from jKX/r wornm of the eanh. It is. Sir, tctt blessed 
f^^wK Uf um to hear a mmhsu^ of the Charcb of England hold 
forth thw v>!il-<yjrrjfoniiig doctrine. The Lord strengthen your 
irW'tf^Mf i\is»X you i/jay not la>y>ur in vain nor s]>end your strength 
for nought. May Hiu Holy Bpirit stand by you to teach you how 
and what Ui Mf^^^ak, and may that fsame Spirit convey the same 



I 'Hio yfr\U'.T WAit a UUmrin;^ man 
at HtM'rU»nii), having a/j/juaint;ince« 
at Hiiiilon. We have orrecte^l hifl 
fttx'JIiii^, and ill ono or two place« 
hi« diction. Tho letter it«elf illujt- 
triit<>« tho f(i<;lingH of the claJM to 
wliiiih thn writ<:r Ixtlon^M, Mcriptu- 
rfilly ti4iif<lit iiifiiili<:rNof the Ohiirch 
of Kii^liui'l in thn hiHiililer rankN. 
It nliM ^ivitN iKiinc idna of tlie state 
of tint (ioMju'l revival 111 tlione part« 



at that period, and so sheda further 
li^ht on the nature of our young 
pajitrir's ministry. 

* The Rev. John Parsons "became 
Vicar of Sherborne in 1830, and 
continued till 1854. We presume 
he is the person referred to in the 
letter, and that he was then curate. 
Ho is spoken of as a Sherborne 
clert^yman further on, in a letter of 
November 2Uth, 1824. 
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truth into the hearts of poor siimers. You know, Sir, how few 
there are that hold forth the doctrine of the Bible, justification 
by faith alone. If many were obliged to read the Eleventh 
Article of their own Church, it would upset all their doctrine. 
Blessed is that man that knows and preaches the gospel truth and 
is determined to know nothing among his flock but Jesus and Him 
crucified. I have to bless my Gk>d that He has sent such amongst 
us here. I suppose you know Mr. Parsons and Mr. Evans ; 
likewise Mr. Phillips* and Mr. Smith of YeoviL It is very 
blessed to think what God is doing there by their preaching. I 
have heard that Hindon is a most awful place. I am led to believe 
that nature would never lead a spiritual man there. Most would 
shrink from it ; but where the Holy Spirit sends a man, there 
he must go and deliver his message, and when God is for him 
who can be against him) 

To Rev. R T. P. Pope, Dubun. 

Chicklade, January 2'2nd, 1823. 

My dearest Pope, 

Your letter only reached me this morning, having, I 
suppose, met with more than the usual detention upon the road. 
I can indeed for this time excuse the few lines, as I think hardly 
any of your former letters, highly as they have gratified me, ever 
gave me more sincere delight than this hasty scrawl has done. 

To hear that your minirtterial labours were suspended, to be told 
that one whom I so sincerely loved and prized could not conscien- 
tiously approve of the step I had taken, and in a manner to be 
prohibited from expressing my feelings on the subject, you will 
conceive was a trial to me. Still I had a firm confidence that you 
had not adopted the step you had taken in intermitting your holy 
functions without good reason ; and that your regard for me rested 
on too sure a foundation to be shaken by any error of judgment 
on my part^ or by any lapse of time or change of circumstance.' 

1 This is the ■pelling of the letter ; of Febnuuy 3rd, 1823 ; we find him 
but the Rev. Robert Phelipe was in 1831 leaving hit cui«cy of St 
Vicar of YeovU from 1815 to 1855, ThomaaX Salisbury, 
and J. Phelipe, Esq., was at that *This paragraph evidently refers 
time Lord of the Manor and patron to certain temporarv scruples which 
of Yeovil. A Rev. Mr. Phiuipe is harassed Mr. Pope's mind respect- 
mentioned among the friends of ipg holy orders in the Chorcn of 
Mr. Hawtrey forUier on in a letter 




976 lAft af Ardideaam PkdjpB. 

E$gaAj Aenian did I look aa% §ar woMMBt letter horn jou, 
mod banliljdid I Uikmoniii^ wdcome it, f jwc iilly as it rdigred 
me bom mj chief anxiety, bj giTiiig me to imdcntaiid joa have 
A p wMpact of ^leedilj iwwiming jour bigb office, of prodaiming 
fipom the polftft the vaj of aalvatioii to lost and beni^^ited man. 

If joa aak aome aeooont of myself I must hasten to give i^ 
being atiaitened at present for timey thon^ I cannot suffer a 
rin|^ post to pass withont assuring joa of the joj your letter 
gave me. I was ordained by the Bishop of Salisbaiy, Deacon on 
the 10th of Norember, and Priest on the 22nd nit, to the cata«7 
of HindoD, of which I told yoo. And since the first of these 
dates hsTC been residing here and engnged in my new duties, part 
of whidi it the edocation of a private pupil, having only one of 
my proposed nomber ^re with me as yet 

As I trust I am actuated by no other desire or motive than that 
of doing my duty in making private tuition part of my plan, I 
will with pleasure at any leisure time enter into an explanation of 
my views on the subject I can only at present say that I feel 
myeelf called upon by domestic drcumstanoes to aim at more than 
my own maintenance, for a season at least And as it may strike 
yon that so circumstanced I should not have undertaken a cure oi 
such magnitude as Hindon, I will also add that the circumstances 
of the curacy are so peculiar that the inhabitants never have had 
from time immemorial even a respeeUMe man among them as a 
curate for any continuance; nor ever can, unless some person 
undertakes it who is in affluent circumstances, or who attempts to 
maintain a respectability in externals by tuition or some such 
method. Lord Calthorpe a pious nobleman, who has the influence 
of the borough, has been making it his anxious endeavour to settle 
a pious man in the curacy of Hindon, but wholly without success, 
for many years. 

1 must now hastily conclude. Write soon, and 

Believe me truly yours, 

W. W. Phslps. 

From the Rsv. Robert Monro. 

Cli/Um, January 22nd, 1825. 

Tour kind and Christian letter gave me real pleasure. I 

have no doubt your reasons for leaving Oxford were good, but I 
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felt a little curious to learn more particulara, which you may 
perhaps have reserved for a more full and free declaration here- 
after. I wish with all my heart that you were likely to become a 
married man ; for you may rely upon it (and I may now speak 
experimentally) that such a state is productive of £eir more happi- 
ness and comfort than any other. I should infonn you that it has 
pleased Gk)d to bless us by the gift of a little daughter. This 
event occurred early in last month. So you have really quitted 
poor dear Oxford ! I should like to hear how they are going on 
there, and whether religion is gaining ground. With reference to 
myself, my future prospects are very much clouded, and I know 
not what it may please the Lord to do with me. For a few 
months ago notice was given by the Incumbent of Clifton^ that he 
should resume his post here at Easter next. This was an event 
never anticipated, inasmuch as that gentleman has absented him- 
self for I believe nearly twenty years, and the whole affairs of this 
important parish have almost ever since that period been entirely 
vested in Mr. Hensman. This dark and unexpected dispensation 
has, you may imagine, hung heavily upon the hearts of the many 
pious families in this place ; for the incumbent is hostile to our 
sentiments, and although he must keep one curate, and that one 
Mr. Hensman, yet very likely he may not keep two. If however 
he does, our bishop,' who has behaved most nobly upon the oocasiony 
declares that I shall be the second curate. I am therefore now 



i The Rev. James Taylor had 
been Incumbent of Clifton since 
1795. Mr. Hensman became Curate 
of Clifton April 23rd, 1809, the 
lirinff beioff then sequestrated and 
the Incumbent non-resident. In 
1823 Mr. Taylor returned to Clifton, 
the sequestration being removed. 
Mr. Hensman however remained as 
Curate of Clifton, taking duty only 
at Dowry Chapel (an out chapel of 
ease built for the benefit of viu- 
tors to the Hotwells). Those who 
were attached to Mr. Henaman*s 
miniitry resolved on the erection of 
Trinity Church, Hotwells, which 
was conaecrated November 10th, 
1830, and Mr. Hensman relinquish- 
ing the Curacy of Clifton became 
Incumbent in May, 1831. Subse- 



quently Christ Church, Clifton, was 
built for Mr. Hensman, uid was 
consecrated October 8th, 1844, when 
he became its Incumbent, beinf^ suc- 
ceeded at Trinity by the RevTuum- 
pbrey Allen. In 1847 Mr. Taylor 
died, and Simeon's Trustees, who 
were now the patrons, appointed 
Mr. Hensman to Clifton Church, the 
Rev. James Marshall succeeding him 
at Christ Church. Mr. Hensman, 
who came to (^ton at the a^ 
of twentv-eight, ministered in its 
various churches for tifty-five years 
exactly, dyin^ on the anniversary of 
his first appomtment, April 23rd, in 
the year 1864, at the age of eighty- 
three. 

*Dr. John Kaye, afterwards 
Bishop of linooln. 
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awaiting Us retam, and at present may tnily say that I am sitting 
still to see what the Lord will do. lAngston,' a most valuable 
ooadjatory has retired^ owing principally to the offence of the cross. 
You will easily imaginft with what awakened interest both Clifton 
and its neighbourhood are looking forward to the event of the next 
two months, and yon may likewise believe how much harassed and 
perplexed both I myself personally and the whole parish collec- 
tively have been by this catastrophe. 

Poor Smalley, as you have probably heard, is either going or 
gone from Banbury.' Whither he will bend his course I know 
not I heard from him about a month ago, and he expressed 
himself in a very Christian spirit relative to the chances and 
changes of this mortal life. I have not heard of Withy, or 
rather from him, since I was married. He has however been 
travelling ever since the spring, and ia I believe at this time win- 
tering in Italy.' Quarrington you probably know is serving a cure 
in Hampshire. Much and often as I remember with real pleasure 
our intercourse at Oxford, I cannot say I hanker, as some do, for the 
imaginary delights of past days and a college life ; still if ever our 
intercourse can be renewed in a more genial soil, I should indeed 
be happy. At least we may cherish that blessed hope which 
involves our reunion for ever. 

From Rev. S. Hawtbkt. 

Braadchalky Salisbury, February drJ, 1823. 

Though out of sight, believe me not out of mind, my 

dear friend. Your letter gave me great pleasure in one sense and 

great pain in another. To find you were well, comfortable, dec, 

this was the pleasant part ; to learn how you had been treated 



I Tbo Rev. Stephen Hart Lang- 
•ton, assistant curate under Mr. 
Hensman, left in 1822 and went to 
Leamington. In 1825 he became 
Incumbent of St George's, Sheffield, 
and in 1828 Rector of Aston Sand- 
ford, Bucks, Thomas Scott's former 
living; both these livings he held 
togeuier for some time. In 1847 he 
became Incumbent of Southborough 
as is well known to many. 

> See before, page 341. 



> After taking his degree in 1822 
Mr. Withy went on the Continent 
and visited Goneva, Rome, and 
Florence. He likewise passed into 
Russia, where he was offered the 
ministry of the English church at 
Moscow. This he resolved to accept 
and came to England for ordination ; 
he did not however return to Mos- 
cow, but accepted the curacy of 
Walsall in StaffoTdsbire. 
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at the Palace with respect to your sermon,* this was the unpleasant. 
And yet I ought not to be sorry for you, because this treatment 
which you received turns to you for a testimony. Rely on it, or 
I am much mistaken, your real character as " a downright metho- 
dist" has travelled to the Bishop. They were afraid of your 
sermon. There was a misgiving in their minds that you were a 
Micaiah. But really I do think that such behaviour to a young 
man, after having particularly desired you to preach, and that your 
sermon was to be in lieu of further examination, — such insolent 
neglect was perfectly cruel. To mortify him in this way and thus 
prepare him for a higher place in the church ! Would Paul have 
used you so 1 Would Timothy, or the primitive bishops in the 
Christian church — or indeed the blessed Bishop of Gloucester f 
But bear it, my dear friend, bear it, and take it^ and more too if 
necessary, for your despised Master's sake. 

However, by hook or by crook, somehow or other, you have 
succeeded in getting Priest's Orders. And now forgetting the 
things which are behind, you must press forward. Now all your 
head and heart must be fixed on the flock over whom the Holy 
Ohost hath made you overseer ; and I hope you will enter with 
an apostolical spirit on the work, endeavouring to preach out the 
whole Gbspel, keeping back nothing that may be profitable to 
them concerning repentance and faith in Christ ; that whether you 
stay a long or a short season with them you may be pure from 
the blood of all men, not having shunned to declare unto them 
the whole counsel of God. Oh, my dear friend, be it your chief 
concern to ^<do the work of an evangelist," at all events fiiithfuUy : 
this we may do, if not successfully. Let us keep close to Grod's 
own word ; and then God will assuredly, as Rowland Hill' once 
told me, stand by us. Let us examine what doctrines St Paul 
preached and the other Apostles, and let their doctrines be ours, 
whether men will hear or whether they will forbear. And more- 
over let us endeavour to live their lives. This, as it will secure 
our peace of conscience now, will secure us Christ's acknowledg- 
ment of us hereafter— '* Well done, good and faithful servant ! " 

* This Bermon, on i Timothy iv. IIarbio*s letter of May 12th. 

16, exists as it was written to be ' Dr. Ryder, 

delivered before his diocesan, in a *Then living; died April 12tb, 

beautiful hand. It is referred to 1833. 
again shortly afterwards in Blr. 
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Bui if we nov tmn and quarter, are aomrthing and nodiiiif^ and 
this becanne we wish to keep our charafter with the world «m- 
guUiedj bow dieadlol will be our rcflediiHis when we die and there 
ia no opportonitf to letnm to oor ministrj to undo the miat^hwf 
that we have done ! 

Bat^ mj dear friend, I am sore it is needless for me to |»eBi 
the neoesbitj of faithful preaching and faithikd living upon joo. 
What therefore I have said applies more to ^»i^t=*ting than to 
fixed characteiSL 1 well know that for anj of as to follow the 
first ministers of the Goqiel in their preaching and living with 
most onequal stepi^ great grace and a saperabondant measure of 
Qod's Spirit is neoesaaiy. But then grace is promised in the 
covenant of grace, and we are pressed earnestly to come to a 
throne of grace for grace. This is a comforting and encouraging 
thought ; and as my dear friend and brother Mr. Merry said the 
other day, if we can but keep upon our knees, all will be welL 

I want you very much to know Mr. Meny, and hope this 
may be effected in the course of the spring. He dined and slept 
here on Thursday, and preached a most awakening sermon. Just 
before tea James Randall made his appearance. I have had also 
Mr. PhUlips' to preach for me since the new year ; so that we 
have been fietvoured, viz., I and my people : and I hope the curate 
of Hindon will preach for me one of these days again. John 
Randall gave us a call about a month ago. 

Fbox Rev. F. Quasbimotok. 
Dummer Farsanage, Basingstoke^ February 7th^ 1823. 
. . . We both now know something of the labours and 
pleasures of the ministerial life. I wish much to know how you 
are going on at Hindon. At Dummer there is much wickedness 
and much ignorance ; but I have not been without encouraging 
circumstances. My squire's family do ail they can to forward my 
views towards advancing the best interests of the parish. The 
deep attention of my congregation which, when the weather was 
milder, crowded my little church would I think please you. The 
way in which some of the poor have expressed themselves to me 

I S«e page 375. A Mr. and Mrs. quent intercourse with them, so- 

PhillitM had recently come to Boy- cording to journal entries, one of 

ton, about four miles north -east of which notices a son bom, SM>tember 

Chioklade. Mr. Phelps had fre- 23rd, 1824. 
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has been most enoouraging, and I trust that in the case of one or 
two individuals a special blessing has attended the word of God, 
though spoken by a weak and sinful instrument. 

I believe I mentioned to jovl that Hervey' was once curate of 
Dummer. So likewise was George Whitefield ;' and the Wesleys 
I am told preached out of doors in this parish at the commence- 
ment of their field-preaching. These things cause me to hope and 
almost believe that God has purposes of mercy towards the people. 
It is remarkable that at this time there is not a single dissenter in 
thii. place or in the neighbouring vUlagea. Dissenters are of great 
service in stirring up the clergy, if they are not properly alive to 
the important duties of their profession, to some degree of pro- 
fessional activity. There are several clergymen of piety and 
activity around me. But too many are gay, thoughtless, and 
dissipated. If the Church of England is ruined, it will be owing 
to its clergy. They who should be lights to them that sit in 
darkness are but bUnd leaders of the blind ; and dissenters have 
the advantage in such parishes of superior knowledge and superior 
piety. Ail this you will believe is not said by me without feeling ; 
it is said by one whose heart trembles for the ark of God. If God 
should say — " Shall I not visit for these things ) " may He visit 
us in meroy and not in judgment. Those prayers for bishops, 
pastors, and curates, which form part of our service whenever we 
publicly unite in Divine worship should be offered by us with 
increasing earnestness. 

To HIS FATHER. 

Chicklade, February 7th, 1823. 
You will be pleased to hear that I have a prospect of another 
pupil at the quarter. On my arrival from Wilton I found here a 
letter from the Bishop of Gloucester inquiring my terms, in con- 
sequence of information received from Lord Calthorpe, Sir George 
Grey V family, and the Bishop's eldebt son.^ The letter contained 
some particular inquiries to which I gave a full and explicit 

1 From 1738 to 1740. He died with the Ryder family, and in 1827 

December 25th, 1758. marrie<l the Bishop's daughter. 

' For two months, in 1737. « Mr. Henry Kyder went to Oriel 

* The father of Mr. PhetiM's Oriel daring the latter part of Mr. Phelpa's 

friend. The latter, who succeeded Ozfora reaidenoe. 
to the title in 181^, was intimate 
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answer. I shortly after received a second letter from his Lordship, 
in which he states my reply to have been very satisfactory, and 
expresses his wish to place with me early in April his third sun 
Qeorge Dudley Ryder/ who is in his thirteenth year. I confess, 
as I have always had a real respect for the Bishop's character, I am 
not a little gratified by the compliment. There is another grati- 
fying circumstance in the fact that Lord Calthorpe and other 
friends have not forgotten me. Mr. Henry Ryder I have fre- 
quently been in company with in Oxford; and with a son of 
Sir George Grey (brother of Lord Grey), who distinguished him- 
self much in Oxford, I had the pleasure of being intimately 
acquainted. 

We have now arrived at another important event in Mr. 
Phelps's life belonging to the year 1823. By a somewhat 
curious coincidence it happened that there was residing at 
Chicklade an old fellow of Corpus, the Rev. John T. Frowd, 
now the father of a large family, the eldest son of which, 
John Brickenden Frowd, was likewise still one of the senior 
fellows of the same coUege, having been one of Mr. Phelps s 
predecessors in the Wiltshire scholarship, and already a 
fellow when Mr. Phelps first went to Oxford in 1815. Mr. 
Phelps's Hyde Abbey schoolfellow of this name was also 
very distantly related to the family. A sister of the elder 
Mr. Frowd was the wife of Admiral Pellew first Viscount 
Exmouth, the hero of Algiers, whom Mr. Phelps once records 
having seen at Corpus," where his son the Hon. Geoi^e 
Pellew, afterwards Dean of Norwich, graduated in 1814. 
In this family there were eight daughters, who for their 
spiritual welfare were earliest and chiefly indebted to the 
friendship of the Rev. Isaac and Mrs. Hodgson of Sedghill,' 



^He married a daughter of the 
Rev. John Sareent, Henry Martyn*8 
biographer, and in 1846 joined the 
Church of Kome. 

*'M816, November 2nd. Lord 
Exmouth at C.C.C." Mr. Phelpe's 
joumaL 

'The period of* Mr. Hodgson's 
death may be gathered from the 
following entry in Octavia*s jonmaL 
'*1S24, October 21st. Kode to 



Sedghill, called on Mrs. Mac^her- 
son; the first time of my visiting 
that spot since the death of my 
beloved pastor and friend Mr. 
Hodgson. This cood man, who 
was Rector of Sedghill, composed 
several hymns, one of which is that 
on *• Morning." No. 244 in Mr. 
Phelps's Trinity Hymn Book. He 
was Duried at Hampstead. His 
widow afterwards Uved at Salisbury. 
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and likewise to their rector's wife Mrs. Still. One of the 
eight, Miss Mary, had the honour of an affectionate intimacy 
with Mrs. Hannah More, residing with her both at Barley 
Wood and at Clifton after the venerable lady's days had 
been rendered solitary by the death of her two sisters.' 
Octavia Frowd was the eighth child and the sixth daughter, 
and towards her were drawn the affections of the new 
curate of Hindon no great while after his settlement in 
Chicklade House. 

On the occasion of marriage, and that which issues ia 
marriage, it is not usual for biographical memoirs to dweU, 
which in so important a crisis of life content themselves 
with the barest mention of facts, being resolved to gratify 
no curiosity. Otherwise we should be half tempted to 
linger here. For in a private diary from his hand, exten- 
ding through this year, there is the expression of a sensi- 
bility so ardent combined with language so manly that the 
reader would find his interest and respect keeping pace 
together at every step of the perusal ; while the Christian 
integrity with which the lover deals with the incidents of 
the situation is such as would enrich the narrative with 
something &r more sterling than curiosity, or even interest, 
furnishing instruction and an example sorely needed indeed. 
Fiction, which has made this subject all its own, is in point 
of fact the chief preceptress of our youth in a crisis of their 
happiness where they are most off their balance; and to 
counteract its sickly counsels biography Mrith all her choicer 
instances is by common consent allowed to say nothing. 
Such considerations half move us to be more copious at this 
turn, but we confess we shrink from so great an innovation. 



1 Mitt Frowd'a name ib freauenUy 
mentioned in Hannah More b Life. 
A letter to Mr. Wilbcrforoe from 
CUfton, October 27tb, 1828, speaks 
of ** dear good Miss Frowd '* looking 
after her Cheddar schools. ' ' She is 
my great earthly treasure. 8he 
joms to sincere piety great actiWty 
and useful knowledge. She h<is the 



entire management of my family and 
is very judicious in the common 
affairs of life. She reads well and 
she reads much to me." Mr. Phelps's 
journal at (> hick lade once records — 
•* 1823, December 3rd. M. F. from 
Barley Wood : met her at tea." 
She died at Bath in May 1870, at 
the age of eighty- live. 
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Had we been dealing with a sabject of less recent memory, 
as to which only an historic mterest would be the predomi- 
nant feeling of the reader ; or were we compiling a recent 
biography in blank (and it strikes as that a biography in 
blank of unimpeachable genuineness for soch a purpose 
would be no bad idea) we think that in the interest of the 
human heart amid some of its most trying necessities we 
could venture to tread this deserted path. As it is however, 
we must do no more than record that by the spring of 1823 
the curate of Hindon, just six months after his election to a 
fellowship, so far acknowledged to himself the presence of a 
certain partiality as to minute it down in the chronicle of 
his days; and in August arrived what he called his dies 
alba, when all obstacles having been smoothed away he 
might walk alone with Octavia and go in and out of her 
parents' gate as a son and brother. The Oxford fellowship 
then, it is doomed on that same dies alba ; and the long 
lane that led up to the president's chair at C.C.C., what is it 
now to this young Fellow ? The shorter lane that conducted 
the fellow to a college living — ^that too is vanishing — (we 
could have predicted it all in this susceptible disposition, 
which would never have waited for such prizes at such 
sacrifice !) and the Wiltshire scholar of Corpus is an humble 
curate, whose religion is only the solace of the poor, the 
afflicted and the tempted, and very unlikely to find fiivour, 
in those days of the church, among episcopal patrons. What 
will they aU say at Wilton to such infatuation ? Father and 
mother, in a manner worthy of them, gave him their sym- 
pathy and their blessing from the very firsts when his care 
was imparted to them in sadness and doubt. But there 
were others who would grant him less than this. It is now 
however time to resume the correspondence. 

From F. Robdisok, Esq., 

Temple, Friday, March UtK, 1823. 

I would fain excose mj silence on the ground of that 

preflB of buaiueBS for which you seem so ready to give me credit* 
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But alas ! your anxious fears on that score are, I assure you, quite 
groundless, and the dull eyes of mankind are not yet sufficiently 
used to the splendour of my character to see correctly. I have at 
present ample space to sleep seven or eight hours and idle seven or 
eight or nine or ten or eleven more, and yet leave fitting intervals 
for the '' despatch of business." My constitution however is not 
of the desponding sort, nor is it so much as formerly it was of 
the aspiring sort ; so that you see I have a fair chance of con- 
tentment. In the meantime 1 hear marvellous accounts of your 
labours. Friend Whitmarsh^ paints to me, and whilst he paints 
admires, the "longo ordine sermons" which from Sunday to Sunday 
escape through your noviciate lungs. I need hardly say that I 
am delighted to find you have opportunity and strength and mind 
to carry you through so much work at your onset. Only take 
heed how you try your strength ; for I should not like when I 
visit Chicklade House' to find that you had been silenced, either 
from misconduct or exhaustion. 

. . . . I had a letter a month or two ago from our friend 
Pope, brought by a friend who is come to study the law. I had 
really foxgotten his writing. He seems to have dedicated himself 
unreservedly, and therefore I hope and dare say happily, to his 
ministry. But he writes in a strain to which I scarcely know 
how to respond. He desires bis remembrances to you. The fact 
is I never choose, if I can help it, to write oiU of my feelings ; 
and unless I alter my language more than I care to do on such 
occasions, I fear that he will think that I set lightly by his; and 
if so, I am sure he will form quite a false estimate of my character, 
views, and feelings. I really cannot help thanking God, my dear 
Phelps, that I have at least one, out of my own family, from whom 
I have never occasion to conceal any honest thought, and in 
writing to whom I can avail myself always of the first expressions 
which spring ready made from the heart. If I am slow sometimes 
to avail myself of such a privilege, it is the mere vis inertioB of a 
sluggitth nature, and I wish therefore our destinies had brought us 
within a more approachable distance, so that we mighty or at least 



1 Mr. Phelps's oonaiii, stadying in speaking of hit religions state will 

the law at Gray's Inn. be found very interesting after the 

' He came in the autumn, and the perusal of tms letter. See further 

expressions then used by Mr. Phelps on, p. .199. 
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that / might, have the eDJoyment without paying eveiL these little 
peppercoms of tent for it. 

From Bey. S. Hawtret. 

Broadehalk, April Uth, 1823. 
I have reoeiTed no sufficient apology for not seeing yon 
in the Easter week, and now I know not when we are to meet. 
We cannot come to you, nor can I invite yon to come to us, 
hecause oar hoose is full. My mother most suddenly came upon 
us last Saturday, and will probably stay for two or three weeka 
After she is gone I hope we may meet. In the meantime be sure 
to let us hear from you. We are very mitch interested in your 
welfitre. 

. . • . I am glad the young bishop is arrived. Doubtless 
Nioolson will not be sorry to have a companion — ^by the way he is 
a very nice lad ! I rather thought the Bishop of Gloucester would 
have brought his son instead of sending him. 

I cannot tell you any thing more about the Dean' than that he 
preached on the first Sunday' after Easter and gave general satia- 
faction, so that he has at all events secured his auditory once more. 
Oh, my friend, may he be faithful ! — or what use will he be at 
Sarum, or indeed anywhere else? It seems that unfaithfulness, 
or shunning to declare the whole counsel of God is, alas, too 
common in the present day. 

J. Randall and lus intended passed a few days here lately. She 
is indeed worthy of him, a most amiable, a most pious, humble, 
modest young woman. We were particularly pleased with her. 
Welly my dear friend, I must have done. Mrs. Hawtrey desires 
you will accept of her kind Christian regards, as also your sister, 
though still unknown. 

Fboh Rev. Edwabd Harbin.' 

Newton, near Yeovil, May 12<A, 1823. 

I was happy to find by the arrival of your brother in 

Oxford that you had not quite lost the use of your pen. However 

■The Rev. H. N. Pearson. He whose journal recorda his name more 

had jait been appointed. than once — 

> April 6th. **182I, January 28th. Intn>* 

* He was of Wadham College and duced to Harbin." 
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I most not scold. I doubt not jout cnre and pupils fully occupy 
your time. Nevertheless I am so selfish as to wish to hear a little 
more frequently from you. Still, my brother in the gospel, 
though our communications one to another have been few hitherto, 
I trust we have met, and shall continue often to meet, together 
in spirit around the footstool of our unchangeable covenant God. 

I often think of you, and with pleasure call to my recollection 
those happy moments we have been permitted through the provi- 
dence of our merciful Father to spend together. Methinks it will 
contribute much to the happiness of heaven in looking back on 
our journey through the wilderness to remember those with whom 
we took sweet counsel and walked together as friends. I was 
delighted to hear that your brother was determined by Divine 
grace to go forth without the camp bearing the reproach. I am 
sorry that I could not see so much of him as I should have 
wished, since I was so pressed for time in reading for my 
examination. 

I long to hear how you are getting on. I fully intend, Deo 
Tolente, to pay you a visit some time this summer.' I will not 
quarrel about the distance. I should like to have seen your face 
when the bishop said — " We have not time to-day for a sermon l**^ 

June 2nd. I have been unfortunately interrupted in writing 
this to you. On looking over the last letter which I received from 
Withy, I discovered that I had forgotten to deliver a message 
to you from him. I will insert it verbatim. '^ When you write 
next let me hear something of Phelps. Beg him to let me hear 
from him directly. Tell him how truly thankful I should be if he 
could spare the time. Tell me where he has his cure : in short 
intreat him to write himself 

All I can add is I hope you will soon comply with his request. 
He desired me last time to direct to Rome. I have heard from 



*' 1821, Jane 30th. With Harbin 
to Abingdon : beard Hill." 

** 18*22, April 30th. Tea at Scott's 
with Butler and Harbin. " 

Mr. Natt^i journal on April I at, 
1821, mentions him with Mr. Sim- 
coe and Mr. George Grey as present 
that day at St. GUes's Church. See 
p. 312. 

aa2 



Newton, where Mr. Harbin dates 
from is a hamlet in the neighboar- 
hood of Yeovil. His family helong- 
ed to Newton House, YeoviL 

1 The visit was paid Augnst 
16th-2()th. 

' This was the occasion referred to 
in Mr. Hawtrey's letter of Febmary 
3rd. Bee p. 379. 
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Bailer that he (Withy) is likely to go to Bqsba.^ Sootti' and 
Bailer are still in Oxford and I believe thej intend to go up for 
their examination at Michaelmas, The fonner is reading with 
Newman,' Withj's oousiny qoondam of Trinity, now fellow of OiieL 
I hope yon will be able to contrive matters so as to come to oar 
missionary meeting. It will be, I expect, in Joly. My Christian 
remembrances to yoar sister and all yoar fiimily when yoa see 
theoL I freqaently think with pleasare of the evening I q»ent 
with them at Wilton. 



Frox Kev. F. Gaxbieb.* 
Steeple Claydon^ Buckingham^ June Sth, 1823. 
When we may meet I cannot say, as we are at a great 
distance asunder and I know of nothing likely to bring us together 
in either of our neighbourhoods. Should you come up to Oxford 
at any time let me hear of you and let me hope to see you. Ton 
ask an account of my proceedings. The detail I fear would not 
prove very interesting. But for a specimen : I am still engaged at 
my cure here ; my population eight hundred, a set of neglected 
souls, who for forty years previous to my coming did not know 
the sound of a pastor's voice ; so I had new ground, or rather 
uncultivated, to work upon. Whether the Lord is pleased to 
bless my labours, I cannot in any distinct way discover. I hope 
I have sounded the Gospel trumpet truly and not with an un- 
certain sound. May many prepare themselves for the battle ! 

I only took Priest's Orders last Trinity Sunday ;^ on which day 
I had the pleasure of hearing our old friend Wilson of Queen's* 
preach at St. Ebbe's. I hope his church will prove a rallying point 
for the good people of Oxford, and that much good will go on in a 
quiet and unobtrusive way. The Lord may have much people in 
that and many other places which we in our shortsightedness and 



> See p. S78. 

'James Scott of Wadh&m. He 
WM probably ordained on Trinity 
Sunday, May 29th, 1825, but not 
earlier. He became curate in charge 
of Kingsdon and Kingweston near 
Somerton, residing at Kingweston, 
from whence he wrote to Mr. Phelps 
a letter dated November 12th, 1825, 
breathing a spirit of deep piety. 



His early death will be mentioned 
in the next chapter. 
*Mr. John Henry Newman. 

* See before, page 342. The Rev. 
W. R. FremanUe became Vicar of 
Steeple Claydon in 1841. 

'May 25th. 

• Shortly after this, in 1824, Mr. 
Wilson took the College living of 
Holy Rhood, Southam^on. 
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dulneas are wont to regard as involved in darkness and spiritual 
ignorance. I have three neighbours, clergymen, who are serious 
characters; one, whose views experienced a great change about 
the time of my coming into the county, a Fellow of Lincoln, his 
name is Oracrofb.* Another is a son of old Mr. Scott of Aston 
Sandford;* besides another, whose name and history I cannot 
designate in any way, but a valuable character. 

Ton will have heard of our mutual friend Monro's removal from 
Clifion' and his prospect of being fixed at Harrow: also that 
Bmalley has got a living in Suffolk.^ Of other mutual friends I 
can say nothing, except that your old pupil Butler of Worcester is 
a zealous labourer in Wilson^s Sunday-school,' and is pursuing his 
preparatory studies at Oxford apparently with much assiduity. I 
hope to see him here soon. 

Of what age do you wish your pupils to be 1 And have you 
any fiBOicy for public-school boys to prepare them for college t As 
I am writing to my uncle,* I shall enclose this to forward to you. 

Having said all my say, I conclude, entreating an occasional 
interest in your prayers ; and expressing a desire that the Lord 
may abundantly be with you in your ministry and fulfil you with 
His grace and heavenly benediction. 

Ever your affectionate friend, Frederick Oambier. 



I G«orffe Cracroft, recently elected 
Fellow of Lincoln College. 

*The leoond eon, TnomMi bom 
1781, died 1835. He was the fint 
minister of Gawcott Chapel in the 
parish of Buckingham, which was 
consecrated in 1^. An interest- 
ing accoont of its foundation is 
given in life of the Commenta- 
tor. The younffer Thomas Scott 
resided here with pupils until 1832, 
when he was presented by Bishop 
Kaye to the Rectory of Towcester. 
fie was a good preacher and an able 
instructor and nad a constant suc- 
cession of pupils, amon^ whom were 
two dignitanes still hving Canons 
Bateman and Hulbert. Gawcott is 
mentioned in the life of Bickersteth 
(voL ii p. 5) who attended a Mis- 
sionary meeting there in June, 1830. 
Mr. SootVs son Geor^ Gilbert, the 
architect, in 1866 promoted the 
•eoond rebuilding of Qawoott Chapel 



in an improved style as a memorial 
of his father. A volume of Mr. 
Scott of Gawcott's sermons was 
edited by his relative the Rev. 
Thoe. Webster, Rector of St. Bo- 
tolpb*s, Cambridge. He had six 
sons besides the distinguished ar- 
chitect above-mentioned, of whom 
Canon Scott is one. 

* See before, page 377. 

* See before, page 378. Mr. 
George Smallev had obtained the 
Vicarage of Debenham, in the heart 
of Suffolk, north of Ipswich. 

ft His connection with Mr. Wilson 
was perhaps his subsequent intro- 
duction to Southampton. See page 
321. 

* Lord Gambler's residence was at 
Tver in a distant part of Bucking- 
hamshire, near its southern end, the 
Rector of which was the well known 
private tutor the Rev. Edward 
Ward» who died March I9th, 1836. 
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To AS AXTHT. 

Warminster, Tuesday, June 11 th, 1823. 
I am here waiting with my popil Ryder for the Bath 
coach which is to take him home for the holidays, and as I have 
half-an-hour to spare (the first I have had since I saw you) I avail 
myself with eagerness of the opportunity of assuring you that no 
change of place, scene, acquaintance, or employment, no nor even 
difference of opinion existing unhappily between us, can ever by 
possibility diminish the unfeigned love I bear towards you, or 
erase from my mind the recollection of that unvarying tide of love 
and kindness that has flowed from you to me ever since I can 
remember anything. 

I feel the more called upon to make this assurance now from 
the peculiar circumstances in which you are placed. Not that I 
can suffer myself to think for a moment that you will ever suspect 
the regard I bear for you, whether I express it or not But still 
I know from my own experience that the outward signs and 
symptoms of existing affection are not without their soothing 
effect to minds constituted as ours are. 

Be assured then, my dear aunt, that I can duly appreciate that 
spirit of disinterested benevolence which could induce you at the 
present season to relinquish the bosom of your family and those 
domestic solaces which none is more capable of enjoying than 
yourself, in order to discharge what you conceive to be your duty 

towards dear aunt M , to soothe her sorrows and to facilitate 

her recovery. Indeed I do understand and appreciate your 
motives, and they lead me to admire almost as much as I love 
you. For in casting my eyes abroad upon this crooked, selfish 
world, I find but few who could be induced by any considerations 
to make similar sacrifices. 

I don't think from your acquaintance with my views and feelings 
that you will suspect this to be the language of a flattery which 
no one abhors more than I do. Especially when I express my 
unshaken conviction that, rare and excellent as that is for which 
I give you credit, I believe it to be quite capable of proceeding 
from mere unassisted human nature unaided by the grace of €rod*8 
Holy Spirit. I must state my belief that it can all proceed, under 
the favour of peculiar circumstances, from a heart that has never 
yet been truly regenerated and sanctified, that does not seek ^r«< 
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the kingdom of God, and that has never truly felt godly sorrow for 
sin, that has not indeed once and for all fled from the wrath to 
come which it is truly sensible it deserves, fled for refuge to the 
hope set before us in the gospel. 

Oh ! my dear aunt, if there is any one thing more than another 
which I wish and pmy may befall you in this life, it is this, that 
your eyes may be opened by the Holy Spirit to a right sense of 
your total corruption of nature and sinfulness of life, and that God 
would grant you in this world knowledge of His truth. 

I know that in writing thus I am laying myself open to the 
charge of being censorious and undertaking to judge of the state 
of your heart, which (after all) none but God can truly know. 
Yet I am supported by the honest confidence that I am saying to 
your face what I would scorn to say behind your back. I am also 
supported by the conviction that what I say can do no harm, 
whether right or wrong ; as the real safety of your state can never 
be affected by my surmises with respect to it, to whichever side 
they may lean. Nor can you ever be injured by my heartfelt 
prayer that the Lord would by His grace cause you to sit like- 
Mary weeping at your Saviour's feet for the remainder of your 
days. 

From F. Robinson, Esq. 

£8sex Street, July 3rc^, 1823. 
It is a shame to keep one's thoughts city-locked on such 
a day as this, whatever may be the fate of the body. And if it ^ 
fitting for my mind to rusticate, where can it be so well despatched 
as over old Salisbury Plain 1 But let me look for an emboMy on 
which to send it ; for in these captious times I would fain avoid 
even the semblance of a job. Doubtless I could wiah to ''cultivate 
amicable relations'' with a foreign power so considerable as the 
curate of Hindon. But alas ! that old pretext for a legation is 
threadbare, although it was a good enough cloak for our ancestors. 
But then Mr. Canning talks of "alUying the irritation which 
unfortunately prevails in cert^ain quarters." Surely this will do ; 
you cannot choose but be irritated at my holding your correspon- 
dence at so cheap a rate. Curate of Hindon, you are over-hasty — 
'bating my remissness in the article of paying debt^i and for which 
I can vouch you divers authorities from the highest and mightiest 
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> He eas« d.-vn to Hi=.i:a xa 

Lari tr*«ji >«ar cr/SL^; Ui ly^c loz. aa u:e 

tf»*rf*s- H': at orjc* ri^;air.« a ttar fA 
thu Urni tii^'/T.,i 1 It in e^^jitnce. 
It waji not liiit.l 1t/7 or H^ ti^at 
|ji« 4f\tifnotiM X/ftk, tliat <Lu:*^:erouA 
turn «riii;h \fA Ut tax otiicuU ac- 
tiuwAtuiu tkit^iUHl h:m t^y tne aa- 
ih/«ritMT4 of )ii« church in i>i'M). 51r. 
W»lr/*;rfofc«; • journal under May 
'I\ni, \H2:i, TttyinU, at one of the 
h\i^i Moetingn, '* lU:v. Mr. Irving aa 
wil'i an a i'y thian/* Under July 
14th h« wntoa trj Hannah More — 
'*U la not merely the opfwaition 
lFiemlN«r« of U)th Houhcs, Lord 
I«iiii»(l(iwiie. Macktntf»>h, &c., that 
attmiil hiui} their (Mjlitical non- 
Aoitformity mixht t>e •u{>{N>«ed to 
•ttUtMr io Umui bU •oclMuwtioAl 



Bit th« orthoiioz Lord 
L>T<<:r7r«--«. the Tis. ii^asor oc existing 
iiist^i^ti u Mr. LJLnning, press into 
L^ c^cUi^-Louse, a&d evtA vith 
ti«. JLerts Tou KU2t be at the door an 
Loar before aerrice oommenoea, if 
To*i wi«h to g«t m without losinf 
yo'ir coat tails by mere mobbing. I 
Lave not yet bwn to hear him. In- 
dee«l I did not thiuk it quite of good 
example to adopt the pre\'ailiiig 
rage. It is with no httlc pleaanre 
I have heard that be is a man not 
only of extraordinary powers bat of 
orthodox principles and personal 
piety, and I am assured too of a 
hne disinterested spirit** When 
the first rage bad somewhat abated, 
Mr. Wilberforce himself could not 
resist the temptation of going to 
hear him, and wrote bis favour- 
able impressions to Hann^K MoNb 
January 8tb, 182i. 
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doners with a style of eloquence &r above the ordinaiy tone of 
polpit drawling (saving your presence). I have heard him three 
times, and I authorise you to tell your neighbours that he is 
worthy of being trcvodUd^p^o-LondonrcJHnU (if your neighbours 
can comprehend such English as that). 

Fbom Rev. R T. P. Pope. 

C(yrk, July 10th, 1823. 
Pardon me, my dear brother, for my protracted silence. 
I have to acknowledge your affectionate letter. What a time has 
elapsed since its date 1 But in truth since I last wrote you, my mind 
has been in such a state of agitation as to render letter writing far 
from being a comfortable employment Oh 1 my dear friend, what 
a blessing it is to be engaged in preaching the word of eternal life 
to our perishing fellow-sinners 1 Would that this glorious gospel 
were preached in all its fulness, in all its freeness; that the 
Cross of Calvary were held up universally in all its transcendent 
godlike excellencies ; that the eternal Spirit would enable its 
ministers to preach with more power that (rod is reconciled, per- 
fectly reconciled by the obedience unto death of Jesus ! If we 
would make men holy, if we would be instruments of saving souls, 
must we not proclaim the gospel, the message of peace, in all its 
sublime simplicity f May you be enabled to make full proof of 
your ministry, and may you have many souls for your hire. May 
you be instant in season and out of season, and do the work of an 
evangelist 

No doubt you wish to know something of me. I have declined 
the chaplaincy of a Penitentiary in Dublin, and have at present 
no precise appointment My mind has been indeed much exer- 
cised in a variety of ways. May that God who alone can guide 
me aright speak to my soul and open the way before me. He 
alone can direct me. Let me entreat your prayers. 

Fbox Rev. F. QnARRiMOTON. 
Dummer Farsanage, Basingstoke, Hants, July 17M, 1823. 
The chief defect in a situation like this is the want of 
Christian society, that communion of saints which excites to love 
and good works. Since I have been here I have often remembered 
with peculiar pleasure and gratitude those seasons when we met 
together in Oxford for mutual edification. Such meetings among 
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neighboariiig dergymen whose Tiews of religion oorrespond would, 
I am sare, be Teiy improviBg. 

In ihe life of Henrj Martjn I know not whether anything 
strack me so mach as the highly devotional spirit he possessed 
when in Perna, and withoat a single Christian friend. He wanted 
not Christian fellowship, for his communion was in a most re- 
markable manner with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ 

. . . . Tour parish is more important and arduous, because 
larger, than my own. I fear as to their immorality they are too 
similar. But neither of us is left without encouraging circum- 
stances, and if there was nothing apparently to encourage, the 
word and promise of God would suffice — "He that nowgoeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing, &cl" I was much interested and 
pleased with the subjects of your sermons. It is singular that 
when you wrote we had not preached on the same text. The 
subjects of my sermons are as follows [here follow texts]. 

To HIS PARENTS. 

ChicUade, July l^ih, 1823. 
Whateyer pain I may unavoidably give you in the shape 
of sympathy for my distresses, it is my earnest hope and prayer 
that my wilfulness may never give you a pang. Rest assured of 
my determination under existing circumstances to submit, by the 
help of God, to the present discovery of His will ; which appears 
to be that I should sacri6ce a wish (alas ! too dear to me) and 

await with patience the dawning of a brighter day 

I had a letter this morning from my friend Mr. Hill, in reply 
to one consulting him on tlie subject, and as the tenor of it is in 
unison with yours, I feel myself called upon to act upon your 
joint sentiments, and can never be sufficiently grateful to Him 
who has so often in an hour of trial given me kind and judicious 
advisers, who have pointed out to me the hidden paths of error. 

To HIS FATHER. 

Chicklade, August 5 A, 1823. 
I should much like, if I could have made it convenient 
to leave home, to have taken a ride across the downs before I com- 
menced my half-year, just to chat over my late journey. But 
Ryder came to us yesterday, and wo have made a formal com- 
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menoement of onr customaiy employment. I must therefore give 
you a little outline of my jaant on paper. 

I left home Wednesday morning after breakfast and rode to 
Wells, by Alfred's Tower,* Bruton, and Shepton Mallet. The 
weather was very favourable. Many parts of Somersetshire 
through which I passed I found very rich and beautiful, and en- 
joyed my ride much. I reached Wells at half-past two. The 
Bishop' and Mrs. Ryder were from home, but were expected late 
at night. They had been absent some days — my young friend at 
home, and very glad to see me. He showed me the cathedral and 
other wonders of Wells, including the deanery and garden, with 
which I was much pleased. I dined and slept at an inn. Next 
morning before I was up the bishop sent me a most obliging in- 
vitation to breakfast. I went, and met at breakfast his lordship, 
Mrs. Kyder, and two of tlieir sons. The affability, courtesy, and 
hearty hospitality I met with could not be surpassed. Indeed I was 
so captivated with the Bishop and his good lady' that I hardly 
dare trust myself to speak in their praiae. After breakfast I at- 
tended him to his study, where we had a long t^te-a-t6te till church 
time, eleven o'clock, on the subject of his little boy and education 
in general. He expressed himself pleased with our past pro- 
ceedings, which amply repaid the trouble and expense of my 
journey. Mrs. Ryder took me with her to the cathedral, where I 
heard an excellent sermon from one of the canons, and Kent's 
anthem " Hear my prayer.'** 

I left Wells at two oclock and had fine weather and a beautiful 
ride through Bath to Box, where J slept 

With regard to the subject which you know to have been so 
much at my heart of late, I must just say that I am deriving much 
comfort from the growing assurance of the affection and the worth 
of my dear Octavia. Most earnestly and heaitily do I desire and 
hope that this matter may never be permitted in any shape to 
give you any distresa I feel more and more confident that it 



1 At Stourhead, where stood the 
obelisk mentioned at page 74. 

* Bishop Rvder retained his 
Deanery of Wells, a sort of plaralism 
not at all uncommon in those days. 

' She was a daughter of Mr. 
Thomas March Philhpps, of Garen- 
don Park, Leicestershire. 



* This beantif ul anthem is, as most 
people know, still popuUr. It forms 
one of the cheap series of Novello's 
Musical Time*, The Archdeacon 
heard it again on the noble organ of 
Carlisle Cathedral played by the 
master-hand of Mr. FonL 
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ought not. And it would be anguish for me to think that after 
jour affection and exertions have through the divine blessing made 
me what I am, and in the invaluable gift of an excellent education 
have made me as happy a man as any human being has a right to 
expect to be, by qualifying me for respectable and useful exertion 
in life, and enabling me to aspire to the hand of a genteel, well- 
educated, virtuous woman, of congenial tastes and sentiments with 
my own — I repeat, it would be anguish to me to think that, after 
you have done so much for my happiness, 1 should adopt any step 
that diminished yours. 

I cannot be so ignorant of the world as not to anticipate the 
remarks to which my marriage will give occasion (take place when 
it may within any inconsiderable time) both as respect my re- 
linquishing college prospects, and also with regard to the kind of 
individual to whom some will think I might have aspired. For 
myself I profess to be quite proof against all such ramarks, from a 
conviction that those from whom they will arise are not them- 
selves possessed of the secret of true happiness. I am sometimes 
hurt by the thought that such remarks may have more weight on 
your mind, through the extreme concern I know you to entertain 
for my welfare. But I confide in your independence of spirit and 
tried good sense. ToUy I know, can enter into my feelings when I 
assert that mental and personal refinement, when blended with 
affection, must present to the eye of a man of any education (if he 
has a heart) qualifications in a lady which no wealth could com- 
pensate for. 

To the prospect of such an union the Providence of God (without 
my seeking it) has conducted me. This must be my answer to 
those who may urge that duty to those around me dictated a 
single life. For my own satisfaction, I can confidently appeal to 
the testimony of my conscience that I am resolved never to shrink 
firom what I know to be my duty to my beloved family, and that 
I never can be forgetful of the debt of gratitude I owe to those 
who gave me birth. 

Mr. Phelps had not been very long setUed in a home of 
his own ere he had the gratification of receiving to its hos- 
pitflJities old class-fellows and masters, and reviving Hyde 
Abbey associations. What advances tbey most of them, if 
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not all, had made in the past few years, and since the days 
when " Mr. George " and " Mr. Charles/* « the old gentle- 
man/' and Mr. Zillwood were so familiar to their tongues ! 
Christianity, in its fuller light and spiritual power had 
ripened the vague precarious bond of schoolboy companion- 
ship into lasting, warm, and profitable friendships. The 
first to come was Mr. Bingham, who had taken his class 
(the same as Mr. Phelps's) and degree, as well as holy orders, 
all in 1821, and was now curate of Oosport imder his father. 
He arrived at the end of April and preached twice for his 
friend/ Another schoolfellow who visited him was the 
Rev. Edward Frowd, who was accompanied with his wife. 
In the month of August, while Mr. Robinson, now the 
Temple barrister, was paying his promised visit, there was 
quite a gathering of Hyde-Abbeyites for one day. Of this 
we will let the following letters speak. 



> We find the following notices in 
Mr. Phelps*! diary : — 

** 1823, April 22nd, Tuesday. In 
the eveninff m^ dearest mother, and 
dear friend Bingham, came to visit 
ns. I trust that my simple desire 
was that my dear friend's visit 
might be sanctified to a mutual 
blessing." 

* ' April 25th . Rose with a heavy 
cold. Oh that the times of my 
health had all been improved ! The 
spirituality and decision of my dear 
friend Bingham has much animated 
and comforted and I hope instructed 
and humbled me this day." 

** April 27th, Sunday. Arose in 
a more than usual sense of weak- 
ness and unmeetness for the duties 
of my station this day. My God 
however has been unspeakably 
merciful. I have been privileged 
to discharge my share of duties 
with ease and comfort, and to hear 
my dear friend Bingham proclaim 
from mv pulpit the unsearchable 
riches of Christ." 

"April 28th. In the evening 
Christian friends looked in, and we 
were privileged to hold sweet con- 
yerse together and walk as friends 



Zionward. Spoke to Bingham after- 
wards of Qod's dealings in opening 
my eyes." 

** May 1st Kode to Semley with 
Bingham. " 

*'May 4th, Sunday. This has 
been another Sabbath of great privi- 
lege. Dear Bingham preached for 
me and I was animated and com- 
forted. In his society this day I 
have enjoyed a rich privilege. " 

** May 5th. Attended my dear 
friend part of his way on his leaving 
me. Our converse was sweet to me. 
I humbly hope he has left a savour 
of good thin^ behind him, and that 
I would live to God. But oh my 
earthly heart! One thought, one 
desire, one object draws me back- 
ward 1 Oh for a patient waiting 
upon God for direction 1" 

'* May 7th. Remained all day at 
home unwell. I took the oppor- 
timity of re-perusing letters re- 
ceived from dear Bingham, and re- 
tracing my steps in part through 
the years '15. '16, '17, as recorded 
in my pocket-books. Much, oh how 
much 1 do I see to humble me in 
my past unfaithfulness." 
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Fbok the Rev. G. P. Richards.' 
Marine Hotely Cotffes, Satwrday^ August 2^dy 1823. 
My dear Sir, 

Fred Robinson^ whom I saw bat lately in Tiondoo, men* 
tioned to me how comfortably you are situated near Hindon. He 
seemed to think of paying you a visit, and wished me to meet him 
on a day which has now passed by. It is not improbable that I 
may be at Fonthill on Wednesday. Should that be the case, and 
should it be perfectly convenient to you, it would be gratifying to 
me to pass an evening with you. Should I not be at Fonthill 
Wednesday or Thursday, you must conclude that circumstances 
have prevented me from visiting that wonderful seat. I expect to 
be conveyed from Salisbury in the Fonthill coach. I leave this 
place on Monday, so that a letter from you would not reach me. 

I remain, dear Sir, with much respect, <&c., &c. 

G. P. RiCHABDS. 
To HIS FATHER. 

[August— end], 1823. 
. . . I have had Mr. George Richards here for one 
night' Both I and Robinson were much gratified by his visit 
The day before Mr. and Mrs. Zillwood, her sister, and four of his 
pupils dined with us. It was a bustling day. Robinson and 
Durrant* had accompanied me to Tisbury^ in the morning. It 



' Mr. George had been appointed, 
July 17th, 1820 (when curate at 
Tiverton, see page 218), head mas- 
ter of Beverley School, which he 
continued to be until 1828. Hyde 
Abbey was now, and had been since 
1818, under Mr. Richards senior, 
who had just about this time writ- 
ten to Mr. Phelps, in order to re- 
commend him a pupil. '*! felt," 
says Mr. Phelps, ''particularly 
gratitied by being remembered and 
recommended by the old gentleman. 
He expresses himself very kindly, 
commends me for my exertions, and 
says of their success there will be 
no doubt." Mr. Charles was as- 
sisting his father in the school, and 
besides being rector of Nunney in 
Somersetshire (the duties of which 
he discharged by a substitute) he 
was vioar of South Stoneham, near 



Southampton, which he served in 
person. This sweet rural church, 
half buried in woods, near the 
Itchen waters, is not far from the 
flour-mill which once belonged as a 
block factory to Mr. Walter Taylor, 
of Ports wood Green, an excellent 
man, whose name will be familiar 
to the readers of Romaine's and 
Newton's letters. 

' He came on Wednesday, Auffiist 
27th, and slept the night. His 
meeting Mr. Robinson there most 
have been an unexpected pleasure. 

' A pupil who came August 8th. 

* The traveller on the ^:^uth- wes- 
tern line will have remarked the 
Tisbury station with the striking 
church in full view. It is the best 
station for reaching Hindon from 
Salisbury. Dr. Prevost the vicar 
was buned September 23rd, 1825. 
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was the confirmation day, and I had the honour of breakfasting 
with the bishop, his family, and several of the clergy and their 
families, at Dr. Prevost's after the service. We had a grand 
d6jeiin6, rare fruit in abundance, and everything in the highest 
style. 

You will easily imagine I find a real treat in Kobinson's' con- 
versation. He came last Monday, and talks of leaving me the 
next. 

Well, now for a little news. It is with sincere pleasure I tell 
you that Mr. Frowd has at length given up his objections and 
promised not to withhold his consent to my marrying his daughter 
whenever it shall suit the convenience of both parties. I have 
had abundant opportunities of discovering that it has been a real 
struggle of conflicting feelings with him. For this favourable 
change in his opinions I consider myself in great measure indebted 
to that noble fellow Lord Exmouth. Mr. Frowd invited him up 
to see the abbey. He was not able to come, but in his note de- 
clining the invitation he expressed the kindest interest in dear 
Octavia's happiness, and said that he had heard an excellent 



1 He oame on Tuesday, August 
26th, and left September 2nd. 
Those now alive who travelled in 
those days (and much later) from 
London to Exeter will recollect the 
fast coach Defiance by which he ar- 
rived at Hmdon. We are very 
much pleased to see some entries in 
the diary referring to this visit : — 

*' August 26th. Robinson's con- 
versation in my study at ni^'lit an 
intellectual treat — a spirittial one 
too, as I trust he has made pro- 
gress.^* We will remark that Mr. 
Fhelps*s diet alba had been the pre- 
vious day, and he could therefore 
doubly enjoy the treat. The state 
of things in the spring, when Mr. 
Bingham, the other Hyde rival, 
was there, was far otherwise, as the 
reader will have observed in the 
tone of the extracts. 

"Augtist 28tb. Evening walk 
with Robinson, not to be forgotten." 

*' August 31st, Sunday. My 
friend Robinson accompanied me to 
Hindon and Pertwoo<l. I had ap- 
prehended his presence would make 
me nervooa. 1 am, however, rather 



encouraged by the impression he 
seems to have formed of my ser- 
mon." 

** September 2nd. My friend 
Robinson left me this evening. I 
cannot but hope his visit has been 
atteuilcd with a blessing to myself ; 
and certainly it has given me much 
comfort. The Ix)rd bia with him in 
all his way ! He appears to have 
enjoyed himself.*' 

Tljese entries, compared with Mr. 
Robinson's letter of March 14th 
(see page 385) are worth our re- 
flecting upon. Let us not presume 
to dcliue any terms in which alone 
the genuine Christian ought to feel 
comfort in expressing himself ; nor 
let us attempt to stereotype the 
language of the Christian's expe- 
rience. Neither let us assume that 
among Christ's disciples mental 
characteriKtics are not to be recog- 
niKod and rcsi>oi:ted. Considering 
Robinson and Phelps as represent- 
ing, as ro;:ards the spiritual life, 
various ty]^es an<l classes of man, 
how many a Robinson may indeed 
thank (idd he has found a Phelps f 
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character of me. This note, together with two most excellent and 
Teiy characteristic letters to his favourite niece on the subject had 
great weight on the old gentleman's mind. He was vefy thought- 
ful and evidently much perplexed for several days : till last Satur- 
day, when, having had fresh and most unequivocal proofis of the 
strength of his daughter's attachment to me, in consequence of his 
still declaring his objection to the match, he at length expressed 
his resolution to for^o all opposition, and to give his consent 
whenever applied for. Since then, after he had made the effort, 
he has become quite another person. He has sliown me marked 
attentions, he is more cheerful than he has been for some time 
past and seems really to take a considerable interest in the thing 
altogether. He called on me one day this week and was perfectly 
easy and neighbourly ; and altogether his conduct appears to be 
very sensible, as that of a person disposed to adapt himself to 
existing circumstances and to make things go as smoothly as they 
may. And as I have some reasons to think that I am at the 
bottom rather a favourite with him, I cannot but hope all will be 
well at last and satisfactory to both familie& 

To HIS FATHEB. 

ChicJdade Hovae^ Tuesday, September 9(^ 1823. 

I am happy to say I expect young Parnell ^ to make my 
fifth pupil in a fortnight Stevens' is not yet come, but daily ex- 
pected. It is just a year since I commenced this mode of tuition, 
and ray proposed number is full at my own terms 1 ** When all 
thy mercies," <&c, I can't often shed tears ; but two or three are 
trickling down in love and gratitude and esteem for you who have 
been so instrumental to my success and happiness. 

Shall we be trifling, if we here introduce a specimen or 
two of what we once promised the reader — ^the ever-young 
vein of the Corpus fraternity ? Or will it be taking too 
great a liberty with the writers ? If we have erred herein 
we apologise a thousand times. 

1 A nephew of the Irish baronet ' A yonnaer brother of his old 

of that name. Oxford pupil from BredfiekL 
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Fbox a noh-rxsidsnt fkllow or Corpus. 

September llth, 1823. 
My dear Ptielps, 

For I don't like to call you Philip, because 'tis so long 
since I have spoken to you, and I don't know but what you may 
be angry with me for having kept your letter for such a time un- 
answered However, I will take the liberty to thank you very 
much for writing to me, and to put you in mind that I am always 
excessively glad to hear from you, though I confess I have no 
claim on you or any one else in epistolary matters. 

Well, but all this is mere idleness. So it is : therefore I will 
try and talk about somewhat that shall seem of more consequence. 
You have certainly left Oxford, and you have got a curacy, and a 
house, and an ashen desk, and some pupUs, and thirteen acres of 
land. Now this is all very surprising to me, a person of lean 
habits and moderate notions. However, 1 don't see no objection 
to it at all. 

With regard to that other matter that you talk about, as far as 
I can judge, my dear Phelps, you will not hereafter have any 
reasons to think you have done wrong. Only remember what a 
place you are in, and don't expect too much happiness, and then 
you will have enough. I am delighted to think that your pros- 
pects are so much to your mind, and if I were acquainted with 
Miss Octavia would congratulate her as heartily as I do yourself. 

As to my ])aying you a visit (which you so kindly ask me not 
to do and which therefore I am the more desirous of doing) I can- 
not think when it will be. 1 have the care of rather a large town ; 
but the incumbent rettides here more than half the year, chiefly in 
the winter and spring. Only, you see, 1 am not fond of travelling. 
Sometimes when a civil gentleman (such as you) asks me to 
stay a day or two with him, I am really hard put to it to find 
proper excuses. 

Do you know I was in Oxford last Tuesday, where everything 
seems in status quod. My father and sisters have been there for 
some weeks. John has been able to visit them pretty often, but 

not 1 till last Monday. Our house at looked quite naked as 

I |)aRsed it yesterday morning. As you say nothing of the family 
at Wilton, 1 trust they are all pretty well, and that your father has 
recovered his strength. Remember me very kindly to your brother. 

BB 
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As to our friendtt in the east and west — Tueker stayed a day 
with me on his way home from DevonBhire. He seemed in good 
condition and ready to return to his work with Kpirit. His sisters 
are well and I believe all at home with him. You know that he 
is about to give up the curacy of Mailing. 

Now for Cornish : nothing can be said of him but that he is re- 
turned to Paccombe with his wife and children, having been wan- 
dering over the country about London and Kent Hubert was 
not well some two or three months ago, but he is now I hope re- 
covered. Not that I have heard from any of them, only these 
accounts I glean from different quarters. You probably have 
much more detailed histories of their proceedings. 

You ask me if I am married. You knave, do you think I would 
tell you 1 When I have got a college living then you will know. 
I am glad you will have Mr. Henry Richards so near to you,* and 
I charge you to like his wife very much when she comes down 
into your country. Whenever you are inclined to write to me 
again, don't check the inclination, and anything yon like to write 
about I shall be glad to read about It's a nice thing to be able 
to keep quietly with one's own business, and this happiness I 
believe you and I, Philip, possesa The only question is, whether 
we do as we are able ; and that to be sure is a question of soiue 
little consequence. 

Your affectionate friend and servant^ 

Th£ Lord Abbot of 

¥rou Rev. G. J. Cornish. 

Packcamhe, September IZth, 1823. 

I am ashamed to think how long it is since I received your 
kind letter. And so you like being at a curacy better than being 
at Oxford 9 Now that is very odd, for it is just my case. And I 
like being married also. When do you mean to try this experi- 
ment too? We have just returned fi-om a long journey, in the 
course of which I had reckoned upon seeing you, but it could not 
by any means be managed; for in going upwards we went by 
Winchester, and in coming back we travelled in the very fast 

> In the adjoining pariah of Ber- bis diary mentions having siiisted 
wick St. Leooardi. Mr. Phelps in him on Sunday, September 21st 
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going Dorchester^ and even if you had met us at Salisburj we 
could have seen you but for twenty minutes. We spent some 
fortnight with Bickards, whom I knew nothing of before,^ but who 
is a very worthy fellow, though he does get up at a most uncon- 
scionable hour of the morning. But you know, Philip, we must 
— for by that gentle name I hear you are called — we must, I say, 
pardon those little failings in our friends, and say that he is fond 
of the morning air.' And then we s|ient a week with old Tuck 
and his sister, and thought that Ley bourne' was a much jollier 
place to live in than Mailing ; though {terhaps the episcopal re- 
sidence there may be somewhat inferior to that which the 
Imperial Majesty now occupies. And then we spent some time 
with Arnold, who is living very much to his satisfaction at Lale- 
ham and has a very nice wifa But I don't think you used to 
know so much about him at college. They said that Noel Ellison 
was coming down to Huntspill ;^ but there someone told me that 
Cheese^ had altered his mind and thought about taking it. If so 
we shall not see Noel. As for the Kebles I do not know when I 
shall come across them again ; for Tom, wonderful to say, has 
taken all Cirencester to himself — a very pleasant place for a 
modest man like master Thomas. And as for master Stephen, 
he is so taken-up with Bother-up and Ludder-up* and t'other-up, 
that I fear we shall never get him down among us. You observe 
the antithesis, I hope, in this sentence between up and down, and 
see that we have not quite forgotten onr Aristotle. But indeed 
indeed we do seem to be forgetting all that we learnt and learning 
but little new. 

Well and how do pupils and trade go on 1 Do they flourish, or 
how 7 I have two only this half-year, and if more do not come in 



I See before, page 240. Mr. Cor- 
nish must mean that there had been 
no intimacy between them to speak 
of 1)efore this. They had been now 
connected by marriage for about 
two years. 

• itcferrin^ to Horace*s well-known 
lines l)cginnmff "Vellem in amicitii 
tic erraremus. ' Sat. I. iii, 41. 

* About a mile north of Mailing. 

*A Balltol living near Bridge- 
water. Mr. Ellison did take it, and 
remained there till his death in 
1858. 

BB2 



*The Bev. Benjamin Cheese, fel- 
low next above EUison. He took 
the Balliol living of Tendring in 
Essex. 

*We are obliged to confess our 
commentating power at this place 
breaks down. We give it up— but 
without intending any addition to 
Mr. ComiMb's antithesis. We will 
not say whether Mr. Cornishes rapid 
pen is at all times unimpeachauly 
legible. 
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the next year when these go, I shall cut the trade altogether and 
see what hread and cheese and a curacy will do — ^for pupils are 
undoubtedly plagues in many respects, — only then you must give 
me what information you can touching good curacies in your parts ; 
fur it will not do to get, as I now do, only £45 per annum for a 
curacy and pay £45 per annum for a house. For you see when 
forty-five is taken from forty-five very little remains over and 
above for clothes and other conveniences. Why, you dog, you 
must be rolling in wealth with fellowship and all, and Sam 
Whittingham says that the fellowships will be very good thia 
year. Do you know that Winstanley* of St. Alban Hall is dead, 
and that old Dyson has some thoughts of standing for his pro- 
fessorship 1 Do you know anything about the matter, or can you 
do him any service ? Because if you can, you ought, because he is 
a most exceeding good person. And do you ever meet with 
Everett of BalUol, or know anything of him 1 Because I have 
lost sight of him for many years. We have lately heard from 
Oharles. He was then some thousand miles from Calcutta on a 
committee of horoes, which he likes better than pupils. I doubt 
not he is very comfortable and only wishes to be at home to be 
quite happy. Hubert is very tolerably well, having been making 
a tour into Cornwall. When will you come to see me, you 
knave t 

From his fatheb. 

Wilton, September 12th, 1823. 

I thank you for the letters, which I now return, with 

Mr. ^'s letter. The perusal has afforded me much pleasure, 

those from old Mr. Richards and Mr. Rogera in particular. I 
hope you will derive much comfort from being now surrounded 
by your five pupils. Praised be the Lord for all His mercies ! 
I will frankly own I always entertained a hope of enjoying an 
interval of ease and comfort in the decline of life (though perhaps 
in a different way), and now that the prospect begins to brighten 

> Dr. Tbomsa Winstanley was ships respectively by Peter Elmaley 

Camden Professor of Ancient Hit- and Wyndham Knatchbull. Charles 

tory (1790—1823), auxl Laadian Dyaon fellow of Corpaa had been 

PiM>f enor of Arabio (1814—1823). Professor of Anglo-Saxon from 1812 

Us was suooss d ed in these professor^ to 1817< 
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I trust I shall not be altogether unmindful of the benefit of the 
Almighty. Though 

" Man wants but little hero below," 

to have that little curtailed and applications daily occurring 
without the means of answering them is not a very pleasant 
circumstance. 

From F. Bobinson, Esq. 

Setlringtorij Saturday ^ September iZth^ 1823. 

It is quite a mistake if you suppose yourself '' well 
ridden of a friend " merely because you have seated him on the 
roof of a stage coach. The tragedy is always wound up by a 
'* letter of thanks.'' If therefore I omit this so favourable an 
opportunity of descanting on your hospitality and fatted calves, if 
I do not even apostrophise your kind housekeeper on her patient 
endurance at the tea table, do not on this account consider me 
ignorant of the rules of etiquette. Saving always my being lodged 
in the yellow damask state bedroom, and your inviting Mrs. 
Pulpit and other folk to enliven me, my reception at Chicklade 
was too friendly to deserve a formal letter of thanks ; and I do not 
'' hold with " inflicting such torture except in crying cases. Now 
this is not faint praise : for consider that I had a long silent medi- 
tation all the way from Hindon to your native town, during which 
I could not choose but pass in review the events of the byegone 
week ; and I leave you to judge whether an observant animal like 
myself might not have improved such an opportunity to the great 
prejudice of his hosts, had they offered many weak points. So 
take it for granted, my amiable, that practice has already made 
you perfect in the art of entertaining visitors (thanks to Fon thill 
Abbey for the same), or else that we Londoners are not so fasti- 
dious and *' parvarse " as your benighted flock at Pertwood have 
been taught (doubtless from the pulpit) to believe. Fail not to 

impart these new lights to Miss Ann And now I 

would gladly occupy the remainder of my sheet with choice 

morsels of my aforesaid meditations Although I bad 

not forgotten the bound of honest and unmixed delight which I 
felt at once more shaking you by the hand on my arrival, how 
quickly question followed question, and how happily I forgot how 
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kmg we bad been sepurmted, and how soon we were again to part^ 
still 1 bad been so tboroogblj bappj at Cbicklade and bad seen. 
ciker people so tboioagblj bappjr there too, so much happier than 
I bad calculated on finding them, that I oertainlj left joa with a 
£ir larger share of pieasurtAU re/Udions than I possessed on my 
arriral ; and as happiness is chiefly made np of these materials, I 
sapiKved I was happier on mj departure — at least I endeavoured 
to {lersuade mvself so^ You recollect the Duke of Ormond's 
pathetic exclamation on the death of Lord Orrery — *'that be 
wottlvi not exchange that bis dead son for any living son in Eng- 
land.*^ It was not altogether in a different tone of feeling that T 
lesolved I would n<H give up the week that had elapsed for the 
best /M^Mfv wtvk that should ever be in England. The poor 
Others loss was indeed irreparable; bat may I not hope that life 
mxr have other weeks in store for me not much lees pleasing than 
the poor deceased. 

I am afiaid I have been writing in too sentimental a strain for 

one who is " over head and ears " in love Indeed I 

do rejoice to find you are going to set up the trade of life on your 
own account. For you know I have always thought that we 
bachelors are at best only vagabond hawkers and pedlars; and 
though the lady you once mentioned to me as '* Human Happiness'* 
may now and then wile away a week or two with us (as she did 
lately with me) yet she soon grows weaty of following us from 
pillar to poet 

I had, as yon may imagine, some little conversation with your 
lather on these grave affairs, and found him to express all that 
kind feeling on the subject which I expected. I really think that 
no father could treat the matter in a more rational and at the 
same time more affectionate manner. With the exception that he 
wished you had enjoyed the fruits of your fellowship somewhat 
longer, he seemed thoroughly to approve of your proceeding ; and 
as even he did not seem to wish at all that you had waited for a 
living, our sentiments really concurred much more than I ex- 
pected. For as a general rule it is no doubt correct that young 
Fellows of Coll^;e should not be advised to make a paint of falling 
in love. I was very glad to find your fistther in such a disposition 
on the subject, because I could scarcely hope that the opinion of 
ao young a man as myself however forcibly delivered, could have 
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mudi inflnenoe on his mind. Yon know how glad I shall be to 
hear that the inevitable step ban been taken. All agree that life 
Ib too short for long atorieB, I think it is too for long courting^ — 
or for waiting long for anything. 



To HIS FATHER. 

Chicklade, September 25th, 1823. 

Mj friend Stevens brought his brotlier to me jestcrdaj, 
and as Pamell came the day befoi*e, my number is now full, 
Stevens appears to be a very nice lad of fourteen. Pamell a fine 
boy of twelve, taller than Byder, he is of good connexions in 

Ireland Lord Calthorpe called on me the day before 

yesterday and sat an hour or more, spoke most kindly, and 
expressed much pleasure at my success. He asked me if I knew 
Dean Pearson. He said he did, and as he should see him yester- 
day, would mention ray name to him, as it possibly might be in 
the Dean's power at some future time to recommend me. 

I meet with so much hearty congratulation from my most kind 
and valued friends (Keble, Hill, Hunter, Robinson, &c.) relative 
to the event which, if it please God, I look forward to seeing 
accomplished at Christmas, that really, if I did not hear (for I can 
hardly admit that I feel it) the distant breathing of an adverse 
mind from other quarters, I should be in great danger of being 
too much elated. 

From Rev. H. B. Tristram. 

Egglingham Vicarage^ October 30th, 1828. 

The most important part of the intelligence of your last 
letter had been just before intimated to me by Hunter, but without 
any particulars, name, time, ^. It was indeed roost gratifying to 
me, for I am convinced it will add to your earthly happiness and 
spiritual progress and ministerial usefulness. When the Church 
is in a peaceable state and not in troublous times, as in some 
places in the apostolic dajrs, it is more desirable for ministers 
to marry, especially as we have no deaconesses nor nuns to attend 
to the female sex and children. I am sure I should not know how 
to go on without my wife in my parish. Besides it is an impor« 
tant point to be out of the reach of temptation and shinder. 
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Oar little boj goes on very well in health and understanding 
and affectionate obedience, as far as can be expected from one 
of his age. We have followed Mr. Babington^ very much in 
habituating him to self-denial from the very first, and I am confi- 
dent it is conduciye to his present happiness and good temper. 

Were it not for the distance and expense of the journey I should 
press hard for you to pay us a visit and spend the honeymoon 
here as Hunter did. I was very much surprised to see FilleuFs 
marriage in the papers. Any intelligence concerning him will be 
very interesting, and if he would send me an epistle, it would 
gratify me much, as I should not only rejoice with a fellow minis- 
ter and old friend in his labours and success, bat I should feel a 
more lively interest than others in those scenes quteque ipse vidu 
Particulars concerning Qaarrington or any old friends would be 
agreeabla For you can scarcely conceive the ignorance we all are 
in about the proceedings of others, while living in this cold remote 
part of the country, where I scarcely ever see anyone from a 
civilised part, having only one serious neighbour for a clergyman, 
and he is six miles off. 

The monthly publications are very useful I take in the Chris- 
iian Observer and Guardian? and Missionary Register^ and British 
Bsview. Could you recommend any other 1 

» 

Faom Eev. J. Hunter.' 

WaUan Rectory, October 29^, 1823. 
It pleased the Lord on Sunday last graciously to add to my 
fiunily a little girl, a companion to my beloved J — , and as I trust 
through the divine blessing a source of future comfort to my dear 
wife and myself. I can most conscientiously assure you that if it 
please the Lord to spare us and to appoint no unforeseen hindrance, 
we shall feel particular pleasure in your visit. Since the first 



1 Mr. Thomas Babington of Roth- 
ley Temple, tbe friend of Wilber- 
foroe. Mil letters on Christian 
Education originally published in 
the Christian Observer are well 
known and of great value. 

*The Ckriatian Ouardian. 

' He had left Chobham, and was 
enrate in charge of Watton, Herts. 
The living was at this tmie held by 



the Rev. William Dealtry (after- 
wards Chancellor of Winchester — 
died October 15tb, 1847) who was at 
the same time Rector of Clapham, 
where he resided chiefly, passing a 
portion of the summer at Watton. 
Mr. Dealtry relinquished his Hert-' 
fordshire rectory m 1830, and was 
succeeded by the Rev. Edward 
Biokenteth. 
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Sanday after I entered on this charge I have oocnpied the pulpit 
twice everj Sabbath ; and how much delight I should experience 
in seeing you I need not say. You have heard doubtless how 
mercifully all our friend FilleuVs anxieties have ended. May he 
enjoy much comfort in his new connection. The other side of this 
paper contains a tract/ about one hundred and thirty copies of 
which I distributed with Gilbee's assistance through my parish on 
Saturday. I have reason to think that it pleased the Lord to 
accompany this attempt to promote His glory with a blessing. I 
trust however that you have much, much, much, less need of such 
an address among your people than I had among mine. I am 
partly, indeed principally, indebted for this tract to a sermon of 
George Burder's. I merely made a few alterations and additions 
such as I thought necessary. You do not say about what day in 
December you expect the important event. I do hope the Lord 
will so permit that you may come directly here. 

From Rev. D. Wilson." 

Bamabury Park, lelingtonf November 3nf, 1823. 
Rev. Sir, 

I have received from several friends the assurance that 

you take pupils to prepare for the university. My younger son, 

just sixteen, is on the Piincipars list at Wadham, and I am 

extremely anxious to place him with a young clergyman versed in 

the Oxford system, that he may go into residence at Wadham 

with every possible advantage. If it should be convenient to you 

to admit him, il would afford me a sincere pleasure. His elder 

brother* has been now a year in residence, and it is from his friend 



^ A single sheet in large type to 
Imng up against the wall, 'brief and 
pithy, neailed '*£xoda8 zx, 8. Re- 
member the Sabbath Day to keep it 
holy." 

* Though dating from Islington 
he was not yet vicar of that parish. 
The atWowson had been bequeathed 
to him by his uncle in 1821, and the 
house he was reffiding in was family 
property. But his ministry at St. 
John's iiedford Row was over : the 
great strain upon his mind had told 
considerably upon his constitution. 
During the thirteen years of his 
ministry there since Cecil's death, 



he had achieved what constitnted 
his great title to fame in Lon- 
don. His Islington miustry be- 
came important too, but he was 
there the pastor rather than the 
preacher : he was a local rather than 
a metropolitan power. It was indeed 
a distinguished honour to Mr. Phelps 
to be applied to now by such a man : 
and rather strikins, as Robinson haa 
so often spoken his praises. This 
was the commencement, but not the 
end, of their intercourse. 

* Daniel, the present Vicar of Is- 
lington, then of Wadham College* 
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Mr. R jder of Oiid Uuit I baFe cbdeAj deriFed the inJovnuilian on 
which I now write to yoiu 

I need not add that the moral and leli^oos habits of mj son — 
thoae habits which bj the grace from on high lead to at^id pietj 
and holineaa in Idtare life — are of the first importance in mj riew, 
80 important that everj other bnndi of education sinks into com- 
parative insignificancy. Bat on thia I do not dwell, becaoae I am 
persuaded of oar coincidence of sentiment 

If yon shoald have it in yoar power to find pkce for my aon, 
I shall make yon acquainted with all the circumstances of his dis- 
position, studies, habits, and attainments, and shall co-operate 
most entirely with you, so far as a parent can, in all the arrange- 
ments of your plan. I remain, yooxs faithfully, Dahikl Wilbov. 

And now, just as he was planning a sweet addition to his 
earthly bliss and looking forward to the happiest Christmas 
he could ever yet have spent, an unanticipated grief awaited 
him in the departure of his revered father. For six-and- 
thirty years had the senior Mr. Phelps now instructed the 
generations of Wilton youth, and yet he was not by any 
means an old man. The civic dignities of alderman and 
mayor which he had borne (and the latter more than once) 
attest the respect in which he was held by his fellow towns- 
men. The letters we have perused indicate the high moral 
tone of his life. But how often the precious prize of uni- 
versal regard has proved the very thing to obscure the view 
of a prize infinitely more precious, and the exemplary man 
holds himself far too much in the background among those 
who come to the " fountain opened for sin and uncleanness ! " 
But Mr. Phelps of Wilton lived up to his light; and the 
time came when that son to whose childhood he had cer- 
tainly been a blessing was employed by Gknl to make him a 
happy return in spiritual, as he had long made it in tempo- 
ral, comfort. A more affectionate, a more respectful son, from 
childhood to grown age, there could not be ; and rich was 
the reward this parent reaped in making this son a friend 
who never hesitated to confide his thoughts to him at every 
new step of life. And if the son saw, as he could not but 
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see, that his parent was not walking in the clearest sunshine 
of the Gospel revelation, never had father more gentle, ju- 
dicious, and reverent a prompter. If we notice the terms 
in which the elder Mr. Phelps expressed his ideas of man's 
relation to the Almighty in the year 1816, we shall under- 
stand the extent of enlightenment which his son was about 
that time gaining at Oxford under the guidance of his friend 
at Pembroke College. Writing to his son on May 17th in 
that year on the death of his infant Fanny, in a letter of 
much feeling, he observes — '' Let us indulge the hope that 
by the regular discharge of our duty and the purity of our 
lives here we may all finaUy join her in the mansions of 
bliss." Further on however he writes — '* I would have you 
write to your mother soon, and draw what consolation you 
can to her from the best of all sources, the Scriptures." 
And on June 4th, referring to the same event, " I humbly 
but confidently hope she is beyond the reach of sorrow, sin, 
and sickness, where I fervently trust, through the mercies 
of our blessed Redeemer, we may all be united." It was not 
that he slighted Scripture or lost sight of the Redeemer. 
He did neither, even whUe expressing religious hopes inde- 
pendently of them both. He saw them, but only in the 
back ground and out of their true relation to human neces* 
sities. The blessed light that broke in upon his son's mind 
as he walked and talked and read the Bible with Filleul, 
shewed him Christ in His supremacy, the sun and the centre 
of all piety and of all hope. In communicating with Pope 
from Oxford, William Phelps found that he and his friend 
were similarly circumstanced as to their home circles. 
Under date August 29th, 1821, we find this interesting 
passage in a letter of Phelps's — 

^* What you say of your father, mother, and brother, I may 
precisely adopt. My mother and three grown-ap sisters hear me 
attentively. Family prayer has been introduced within this 
twelve^month. My father tenderly loves me ; but he is resenred, 
and so am I. I have never exchanged sentiments with him fully 
on the subject of religion. This is a mare to me and it diitresBes 
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me. Will you tell me how you are situated in this respect f 
Like yourself I too am at present enabled to pray, trust, and hope 
—but feebly." 

But as the end drew near a growing ripeness for it had 
been observed even for years. Worldly society — which has 
many degrees, but the least noxious of which we may de- 
scribe as that species of recreation which appeals to the 
least aspiring tendencies of man's nature, and aims at re- 
freshing him with nothing more spiritual than the toils 
from which it summons him and leaves no sense of help 
behind — ^grew increasingly uncongenial to his taste. The 
sermons he read in the family breathed a more Gospel spirit, 
and to those of his son*s Oxford friend Tristram^ he was 
very partial. The hymns too which he selected to accom- 
pany his organ at evening worship shewed a growing bent 
of thought towards the person and the work of the Re- 
deemer of mankind. 

A sharper attack than ordinary of his constHutional 
malady proved fatal on November 21st, 1823, and the 
daily entries of the diary during the whole period of the 
brief illness, recording his constant presence at Wilton,* his 
prompt applications for all possible medical assistance, and 
his assiduous attention in the sick room, indicate all the 
feeling we should have anticipated in such a son for such a 
father. We need not transcribe this, but we will just 
extract his reflections for two days. The journal, or briefer 
record, for November 25th says — 

"Walked much in the garden with my uncle talking of past 
times : took my last leave of my dear father's face." 



1 ** Fourteen Sermons preached in 
St. John's Church, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne :*' Chamley, Newcastle ; Hat- 
chard, London, 1822. This volume 
which contains Mr. Tristram's auto- 
graph, bears marks of the interest 
with which it had been read at 
Chicklade, nearly eirery sermon 
haWng the date of some Sunday 
evening pencilled at the end, and 
occasionaily with the name of a 



pupil, brother, or sister, or his own 
mitials appended, no doubt indi- 
cating who had read aloud to the 
rest. At the close of one sermon 
(Gal. n. 21) we tind •*ChicUad^ 
Sunday evening, August 3Ut, 1823 
(Frederick Kobinson).*' 

* Mr. and Mrs. Hawtrey took his 
place at Chicklade House during the 
weekofmooniiDg. 
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It was uncle Philip, who went with him to Oxford in 
October 1815. The diary, or fuller record, reads — 

*' Saw much of the vanity and emptinesB of earthly things this 
day. In oonyersation with my uncle Philip derived much comfort 
and instruction from his warmth of Christian zeal and love. My 
musings in the garden through the day were, I trust, profitable, 
as they were consolatoxy. Having mused on the solemn act at 
different times in the day, I went up in the evening and took a 
last view of my beloved father's faoa God supported me." 

*^ November 26th. The day of my beloved father's funeral Oh 
how much do I owe my Ood (though my heart is but too insen- 
sible of it) for the support and heavenly consolation vouchsafed me 
and mine through this day ! The very marked respect shewn to 
my excellent parent's remains by his neighbours was very grati- 
fying; and so was the order and decency with which all was 
conducted. O my Ood, in the midst of judgment Thou remem- 
berest mercy 1 " 

« 

On a marble monument in the chancel of Wilton old 
church a full inscription, and we are persuaded a just and 
honest one, from the Archdeacon's pen may be read, and is 
well worth reading.* The widowed Mrs. Phelps survived 

1 Saered to the memory of 

JOHN PHELPS, 

85 yean Master of the Free School 

in thiB Town, 

who died on the 21st of November, 1823, 

a^ 57. 

Endowed with qoahtiea of mind and manners 

that might have moed a higher rank of society 

he walkra humbly m his own, 

and, 

at the peaceful dose 

of a tranquil and useful life, 

he feelingly confessed bis own unworthiness, 

restmg aU his hope for Eternity 

on the mercy of God, 

through the merits of his Saviour. 

As master of the School he succeeded his father 

William Phblpo, 

who had conducted it for twen^ eight yean, 

whoso virtues he copied, 

whose memory he tenderly cherished, 

and with whose ashes his own are now mmgi**! 
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that in. i=.d:ii2* nwny I ifc^e '^seen. fiTiirred wtia dfbe hope tiidtf lie 
d^^parVfi b^iuse ia '^ Lr.rL H::» c«i:rvsri ecoi^irt c&rougii life 
iMd M«& mere i£aa odixallT cz-niTuftzy : cm h v;u obIt at tke 
^evectn bvar ?iias I wja perrr.TTUid jan^fatorCT «> d iamiq ibaft 
mrrj^ p,r»rj -^iLos wL-ct Had b«a f :r fre or «x Ton gradoallj 
lemr.Tir^ w<rc eii'ir^iT d:ci& ikwrnr, anii :•> Lear Liai, in vfaat I 
moA i>^IieTe tiut y* -^^?--^ tpizi: cf o:crr:d.*:3, re^'Miiice all reliaim 
vkaterrer on Kin-Jvif, acid rest Lii all ca the BMraes of God 
throQ^h CLriat, 

Tbiii oeturreDce of eocrae oeeanr^iss a pofstponoMnt of mj pio> 
jeeted marriage, wfaidi, if it had been the will of tlie Lord, waa to 
have taken place in about the third week of December. 

Fbom F. BoBnreov, Ebql 

Temple, December 4lA, 1833. 

. . . . M J dear friend, there can be bat little of a 

consoling character in sodi afflirting aeparationa as that yon haTe 

I W« find the following toocfaiDg bad cM. ; and I had iineaiy reflee- 

•otrf in the diary under Ueceml^er tions rapecting my dear brother't 

7Ui, IfCSi: — "Hnnday. I aallied fatberlcai condition and my own 

forth on the labonri of the day in inadequacy for the duties that de- 

<Kmipany with my dear brother Ro- Tolve on me. Bat throogh grace 

t^ert i aoi felt ocmaiderable weakneae I have been npholden thrmi^ the 

aQ ovar ma affecting both mind and day." 
body* I had a tore throat and a 
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paased thrtnigh ; and I, wlio have yet been spared/ am scarcely 
pririleged to suggest that little. I confess that when I saw' your 
excellent father in the summer, I feared that his constitution had 
received a shock not easily to be sustained at his time of life; and 
it then occurred to me, as it evidently did to your poor father him* 
self, how much reason he had to be grateful that he was spared to 
see his fondest wishes, and more than his fondest wishes, for his 
family answered. And if there be any consolation in reflecting 
how much you contributed to the comfort (I had almost said to 
the pride) of his declining years, his own mouth assured me that 
consolation would be richly yours. For the exercise of these 
affectionate offices the longest life would doubtless have appeared 
too short : but considering his infirmities, the dispensation has, I 
doubt not, to him been most mercifid. May we both, my dear 
friend, at our latter hours have so done our day's work as to look 
forward, like him, with serenity to the *' night when no man 
worketh." 

" In nostro men est sangiiiiie, vita too."* 

Even no, let our life be hid in His. 

I shall be anxious to hear that your brother John' has under- 
taken the school ' 

Fbok Skv. D. Wilsok. 

Barruhury Fark^ December 16«A^ 1823. 
Dear Sir, 

Being confined to my sofa by illness and utterly unable 
to attend to anything myself, I make use of the pen of my son 

1 Wa believe Mr. Bobimon's couplet written by a yoimg man 
father died about 1837 or 8. who died of a pulmonary oom- 

> The line belongs to the following plaint — 

" Eoquia erit modus ? miierere jacentia, lean I 
In noatro mon eat aanguioe, vita tuo." 

In paraphrase of the last line dated *' February 4th, 1858," with 
there occurs among the Archdea- hia initials. 
ooii*a papers the following atanza 

** Look at the letter M and you will see 
Within it is contained the letter V. 
So in our Saviour's death our life is hid. 
And Vita thua in Men discovert." 

s Mr. John Phelps was elected to the following autusm and in 1828 
snooeed hia father on January 21st, entered holy orders. 
1824. He took hia B.A. degree in 
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*v///4Mr r//», v.',./f, I A-,',f.v-'J y^,r>r.'i4 ^^^rr^I drlilitT. I 

ler^j »« ff4| ivii.t* tft, },i4, J /;;»f,r.'/t U'll Uf r*'f!-^t on mj happiness 
)h htf'ift'/ •// I'/fi;/ J/^/f/ j^fr/iiM//J f/, a*.*>r'.'l LI4 miiilHtrT. When 
/<ifA «/f 4 tti|/ ^ n,iti t*'fftf/vt'i\f HJm/Mt irr'j/irHr/Ij, from the scene of 
ttft uittf U H* Uv<» ii;»'J useful Un\^ can one nrpine at feeling one's own 

* M^ I*I>*1|»« wnn tifiMMn t/# r-r,rn- t\t']ir**.%n(u\ MtAte. and was at once 
jfftr «Hl( lliMiKiiimi Api'lMuiMifm Jniil by for f'i^ht months; in the 
liMiMfM M >ii'iM> Mi'iii lini ifiiljj |iii«m|,)y coiirnf! of u'lilcli interval the lining 
ml' H lilt M» M.iii liriiH of Ulin^ton f«ll vacant (May 18th, 

• h Mill. I VVjI.mii I'll it< liMil h\n liint IH'JI) uml ho wa* inatitutal to it on 
MfniMim r«l 'J| .liiltti « HN iiiHiuli'r h IN own iircm-ntition on June 4th. 
lltMi. lilt M«hi.Imv, NnnMiilioi 'Mn\u It niiiy \w worth observation that 
|ui|, hu (iOn Im.Iiim U. li, (Utid Daniel Wilson quitted St. John's 
rx •III lU v^MM ill ft wvuk ami just as Irving came to London. 
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insignificant web of life trembling in'idl its threads)' Alas ! it 
is that very consideration which makes a rational man tremble 
— ^the thought of having worn out so much of life to so little 
purpose. 

To HIS MOTHER. 

Chiddade, March 2%ih, 1824. 
This is Sunday evening, and though I am no friend to 
Sunday letter writing, yet as my many engagements in the week 
prevent my expressing my duty and affection as I could wish to 
do to so tender a parent, it occurred to me that I could not more 
properly spend a leisure hour of the Sunday evening, when the 
labours of the day have unfitted me for anything that required 
closer application, than by conversing with my dear absent mother 
by letter, more especially as the subjects I design to touch on are 
of a nature congenial to this sacred day. 

Indeed, my dearest mother, after the lesson we have lately 
received in 1;|ie school of the Most High, what subjects would be 
moat familiar to our minds and dearest to our hearts) Surely 
none that relate to the vanities of this poor world 

What an animating thought should it be to you and to me, my 
dearest mother, that your late beloved husband and my ever loved 
and honoured father is already entered upon the enjoyment of that 
prize ! Blessed be God for the good and abundant hope He has 
given us that such is the case. Inestimably more precious to me 
than the richest legacy this world ever knew was the last conver- 
sation I ever held with my late excellent father on the subject of 



1 Mr. Robinson wm feeling some- 
thing of this in his own case. In 
the earl^ part of his letter we read 
— *' during the last few months I 
have been sadly annoyed by my old 
ailment," — adding, after a few cheer- 
ful sallies, ** the real truth however 
is that I am by no means disposed 
to think lightly of the matter ; for 
'bating the dominion which so fhmes- 
tic a foe cannot fail to acquire over 
my health, I am still more frequently 
annoyed by active pain than by the 
general evils of all illness. * * Writing 
a little later, February 25th, he 
thus speaks oJF having met with an 

CC 



author which had long been one of 
Mr. Phelps*s favourites — Leighton : 

" I never read any of his works 
till very lately ; but I already think 
he bids fair to occupy the highest 
place in my esteem as a divine. I 
almost think I saw his works on 
your shelves. If so, turn some Sun- 
day evening to his comment on *' iVko 
his own 9f[r hart our «ii*, Ac.*^ I 
was partisularly pleased with it, and 
shall be glad to hear you concur with 
me." 

The publication of Coleridge's 
A\(U to HfJUction this year drew in- 
creased attention to Leighton, 



413 Lin cf ArAieam ndpa. 



kr;^ Tfca C£i& cclj ^.rzztiizzcn, £»:« en works cf zigk' 




BT <kar B>:cL<r, azji cf t2:^ z~'.^z^z& hsxa cf exisce&ee cpno. wiiick 
be entered wL^n be q-iiruni iLi* p>:r, ireak. aiSLirced eARhlr ttber> 
aaele cf tLe bodj, £L-:<£ii q-iiicken cor »Cicpi in parsoit cf tlie same 
^ory, Ihonoor, acd bnnioruIiiT. Oir bljI«o aiboaLi be Uai of 
tbe ipotle — ^^ Oar coctcts^oii is in beaTcn, fira^ vboice also 
we look lior tbe Scvioor, tbe Lord Jcsos CiuisL'' 

Fbom ks Qxvokd imiKsix' 

CXs^kaOaM, AprH 17lA» 1824. 

Mj dear So; 

I am glad that tbe present opportimilT enables me to 
iiMiiiire after joor beaith and welfare. I hope and tmst that tbe 
Ueanng of God has attended toot ministenal labours at Hindoo, 
at which place I sboald think there was an opening for great uae> 
fnlneat. From the character of the place I should think that mndi 
fiee and profligacy prevailed fonnerlj. I was only there onoe^ 
when I Tisited Fonthill the sommer before yon were ordained. My 
desire and prayer is that yonr light may shine around you with 
brilliant lustre and may God enable you by His Spirit working 
with you to turn many hearts to righteousness and peace through 
our blessed Bedeemer. 

I hope you will excuse my intruding this upon you, but my 
knowledge and esteem of your character when at Oxford makes 
me anxious to consult you ; and particularly as you are the only 
one I have bad the pleasure of knowing whose sentiments are 
decidedly evangelical and who could enter into my yiewa. Many 
circumstances make it desirable for me to have a title for orders in 
Wiltshire. My heart's desire and prayer is that I may imitate 
as far as I can those sainted ministers who have done most towards 
advancing the true and spiritual kingdom of our Lord and Master. 
I think I may say I have no happiness to look forward to but 



'Eatsrsd BnsennoM CoUese in He afterwards became an IncambenI 
1920 and took his degree in l82a at Southampton. 
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that of promoting my efcemal welfare and that of others. Yon 
would assist me indeed if you knew any eyangelical pious minister 
in the diocese of Salisbury who wanted a curate or who would 
give a title. I should nob mind if I had no salary, as that^ thank 
God, is not of any consequence to me. I should like to have a 
house where I could live amongst my parishioners and labour in 
the Lord's vineyard to the praise of the glory of His grace. 

My beloved friend Brownlow' of Pembroke College preaches 
his first sermon to-morrow. You remember him. He was the 
dearest friend I had at Oxford, so truly pious in hLi whole conduct 
He is now curate of the village of Henlow near Biggleswade in 
Bedfordshire. I have the highest hopes that his ministry will be 
a blessing : his character daily seems to grow more conformed to 
his principles : he is so amiable, meek, and good. Pray for him. 
I am glad to hear that your friend Hunter is now in Hertfordshire, 
as curate at Watton. That God may through Christ Jesus grant 
you every blessing, every grace, and support, and strengthen you 
for every good work and word out of His fulness is the sincere 
prayer of 

Yours very truly, 

J, \v, H. 



Fbom a non-besidknt fellow of Corpus. 

Jtme 11(A, 1824. 
My dear Philip, 

I received your note with much pleasure, and shan't say 
whether I will be glad or sorry if you will pay me a visit. I have 
got a plate and a chair and a place to sleep in, so you may stay till 
I am tired of you. You are a nice good fellow for even thinking 
of me, for T am sure I don't deserve that you should. Only I am 
not quite pleased with you for only proposing to stay one day. 
But however it will be agreeable if you can come to me even for 
that 

I wan at Oxford last week and saw some of our friends, San- 
key ' has just been examined, but I believe it is not expected that 



1 WiUiam Brownlow. In 1829 he A SoiutUm of Cubic Bquatkmt. 
became Rector of Wilmslow near * Richanl Hankey, SchoUr of Cor- 

Manchester. In 1841 he publiahed pus. He took a firat qUm. 
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he will get a first class. Menzies^ has also been hj me very 
heartily congratulated on not having been plucked 

You hear I suppose now and then of George Cornish. When 
you write to him give my love and say it is very provoking that 
all our letters should be sent round by Van Diemen*s Land, so that 
we are many years in receiving them. Philip, do you remember the 
terrible arguments we used to have together? Now you must 
come if you possibly can. You know there are two coaches daily 
from Bath to Oxford. 

You say nothing of those you care for at Wilton or Chicklade, 

80 I hope they are well. I was at yesterday and left them 

smartish. Good-bye, dear Philip. Please come. 

Your affectionate — — . 

The next letter, which is on law business and of which 
therefore we shall only give the concluding portion, shews 
what is coming off. 

From F. Robinson, Esq. 

Temple, July 6th, 1824. 
How vexatious 1 that I should have exhausted all my 
paper and time and all your patience with law instead of love ! 
I would fain say a variety of pleasant things. But I am not just 
now sprightly enough in mind or comfortable enough in body to 
play the wit. Besides, I have heard of your marriage so long, 
that I could not gain any credit for the most facetious epitha- 
lamium. Nothing short of a real polyglott ode would do. I 
cannot refrain however from again assuring you that it will give 
me more pleasure than I can express in rhyme to hear that you 
are really expelled from the elysium of bachelorship I Affe mia, 
qual paradiso 1 ! ! 

I do not expect to hear from you till the knot is tied. But as 
Boon as the paroxysm of happiness has passed away with this wet 
moon, let me hear from yourself that you are a downright married 
man. I charge you also after the expiration of six weeks to kiss 



> John Menzies, another Corpus from Mr. *b badinage. He was 

SohoUr ; on the honoara list, of in the second dasa. 
conne^ aa mi^t have been ezpeoted 
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for me the hand of your bride— and not be jealoua of me for so 
doing. 

And so here I suppose our acquaintance is ended I Hereafter 
I most be guarded and starched, and sober, and matronly in my 
letters. " Maxima debetur spanao reverentia." I warn you how- 
eyer that although a third is one ** de trop '! in the life of a new 
married couple, I shall hereafber in lapse of years make my 
appearance right suddenly at your tea table— -that is to say if after 
a lapse of years I shall make my appearance at any tea table. But 
I do not like to take people quite uncuoc^eSy and therefore as a 
precautionary measure I have just chosen an animal in the shape 
of a tea urn, which will I hope arrive at Chicklade before you 
leare it I hope it will daily call to your mind one who has long 
felt no common regard for the husband, and hopes some future day 
to be admitted into the friendship of the wife : one who at all 
events feels no common interest in the happiness of botL 

And so we bid you affectionately farewell. F.R. 

The happy event occurred on Thursday, July 8th, at the 
little church of Chicklade, the Rector Mr. Still officiating. 
The happy pair left in the evening for London, where after 
travelling all night they arrived next morning at the Crown 
and Bell. On the evening of Saturday they reached Brigh- 
ton where they were affectionately welcomed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Hunter,' and on the following day Mr. Phelps assisted 
in the services of St. James's Chapel, of which Mr. Barber 
was now the minister.' On Tuesday the 13th they pro- 
ceeded towards Kent, and taking Hastings on their way. 



1 We Mw in A former letter (page 
409) that the bridal vUit was on the 
first arrangement, before the death 
of Mr. PheliM's father, to hare been 
paid at Watton. 

' In aucoession to Mr. Pearson. 
The Rev. John Hurt Harber and the 
Roy. Htephen Hurt Langston pre- 
serve the name of Mr. Hurt the 
London banker, whose two grand- 
daughters the Misses Gines resided 
for awhile in the family of the He v. 
Thomas Scott at Olney vicarage 
and afterwards married respectively 



John Barber, Esq., and the Rer. 
Stephen Langston Rector of Little 
Horwood, Bucks. Mrs. Barber was 
patroness of Aston Sandford, to 
which in 18U1 she presented her old 
friend Mr. Scott ; after whose death 
in 1821 the Rev. J. Hurt Barber 
(her son we presume) succeeded. 
He was of Wadham College and 
took his degree on the same day as 
Mr. Quarrington, May 24th, 1820, 
being on the lower part of the 
second class. He continued to hold 
this living after his appointment to 
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r^l itl lh,Hfnti\ Hiu\ H y/HiMK^.f mn- htn ruUtive the Ker. S. Hurt Lanff- 

« lihU I'li.! Im i«,m ill IM// priNmiM 1 Mr. Tucker had left MaUinff for 
Jm O.h M'-lMiy iif l,iii)i< HtiiMv, tliii miracy of Bidborough nearTon- 
llMuU IliN iiiM.^.iMiMMt htiii III btiiltfe. Meepaire4U2. 
Im4m ^m fNM»M riMiit Mi. ,UmwtM ami 
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whither on the 28th they pursued their route, and stayed 
there at what was in old Stowe's time '' one large Inn for 
the receipt of travellers called Blossoms Inn " in St. Law- 
rence Lane, Cheapside, where likewise Mr. Gilbee had 
preceded them, whom therefore they met again. One day, 
the 29th, was occupied in sight-seeing and calling on Mr. 
Robinson. Late the following evening they reached Wilton, 
and on Saturday the 31st drove homewards in their " own 
new little carriage," arriving to tea at Chicklade. 

From Rev. H. B. Tristbam. 

KencUdy Septemb&r 20th, 1824, 
and Egglingham, October 17 th. 

You have long been a letter in my debt ; but oonsidering 
your circumstances and the happy event that has at length taken 
place, I readily make every allowance that you can wiah or expect 
I wrote to Hunter to convey my congratulations as he told me 
you were to spend some time with him at the sea side. I have 
been travelling about lately, partly at Glasgow, to see my wife's 
sister, who is married to the minister of the new Episcopal Chapel 
building there, of whom you will probably have heard from Hun- 
ter. I there saw several of the Colquhouns at Killermont 

It used to be observed that I never wrote sentimental letters, 
and even those to my wife partook very little of the nature of love 
letters. I believe you understand my character on this point and 
hope you will make it clear to your bride that I may have some 
regard for you and interest in your welfare, though I may not 
express it so feelingly as Hunter can* Let me beg you to say to 
her all that you think I ought to say. When there is a similar 
feeling and opinion upon the most important of all subjects, then 
a very small portion of worldly prudence is sufficient to render the 
union of Christians a source of additional blessedness. This I 
trust you will find. And though every thing may not answer our 
sanguine expectations of temporal happiness ; yet I am convinced 
there is as much, or rather more solid peace in a suitable marriage 
than in any other state. A minister finds it almost necessary to 
his usefulness. Notwithstanding the attention that our two chil- 
dren require^ I yet find my dear wife to continue a vexy aotiv* 
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assistant or deaconess. She has thirty-seven girls in her Sundaj 
School, who can all read, and are instructed by herself alone. This 
is a very large number for our scattered population. We have 
built a gallery in the church this year for the schools. Our con- 
gregations still keep up as usuaL 

I have now residing with me as a curate Mr. Fraser, who knew 
your friend Pope at Dublin. He suits me very well and is much 
liked by the people. Did you hear of Pope's impressive speech at 
the adjourned public meeting at Cork, when Messrs. O'Connell and 
Shiel came to interrupt them 9 They have made the lion roar and 
roused him. There is some better prospect of reforming the errors 
of Popery when they shew themselves alarmed. I hope light is 
dawning upon Ireland at last. 

Now do let me hear, if only a few lines from you soon. Mutual 
interest flags without some intercourse. Of personal intercourse 
we have had none for a long season, and there appears no imme- 
diate prospect of our meeting. Tn this remote wilderness I am 
very much shut out from society, especially that of my old friends. 
Yet I do not forget them, nor do I desire to do so. It was a com- 
mon hope of future glory, and a common faith in and love to a 
gracious Saviour, that brought and kept us together. The chain 
is not broken, but I trust is strengthened. I have indeed much to 
lament of coldness and sloth. But the conviction daily increases 
in me of the madness of a worldly life, of the sin of my hearty 
the unworthiness of my best actions, and of the absolute need of 
a Saviour. I write rather more shortly than I could wish ; but I 
have delayed too long already. 

I may mention that I lately printed a Sermon before the Sons 
of the Clergy at Alnwick : Hatchard, six-pence. 

Believe me, your sincere friend, 

H. B. Trist&ah. 

Your last letter is dated October 8th, 1 823. I should like to 
have one with the figures 1824. Hunter has promised me a visit 
next summer. Would it be possible for you to do the same) 
Perhaps you might accompany him. 

We have not met with the particulaors of Mr. Pope's en- 
counter with Mr. 0*ConneIl elsewhere. A very interesting 
period was just now oommencing in Irebmd in which Mr. 
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Pope bore a prominent part, and the state of the times may 

have had much to do in deciding him to enter holy orders, 

which he did as we saw in the spring of 1822. In 1818 

the Irish Society for evangelising the natives in the Irish 

language commenced its important career. In 1820 our old 

friend Dr. Mant, who was this year transferred into the 

midst of genuine popery by being made Bishop of Killaloe, 

did honour to his protestantism by urging his clergy to 

fulfil their ordination vows and banish the Bomish errors 

pointed out in the Thirty-nine Articles. This gave great 

impulse to missionary movement among the English 

speaking Romanists. On the 24th of October, 1822 (the 

year of Mr. Pope's ordination) Archbishop Magee delivered 

his famous Primary Charge in St. Patrick's Cathedral, 

Dublin; and a powerful sermon which he preached at 

Christ Church in the same city on the recantation of a 

Romish priest woke up a thorough* reformation spirit 

among the Irish clergy, urging them to speak the truth 

in love, but speak it boldly. Mr. Caesar Otway who in his 

Sketches of Ireland describes Mr. Pope's "matchless powers** 

as we shall see further on, heard him preach at Stranorlar 

when he was unknown beyond the circle of a few friends 

in Donegal, and describes him on that occasion — " I marked 

him down as a man gifted and graced for his divine Master's 

use, with figure, tone, feeling, eneigy, talent, truth, and 

piety, so that it could not be but that he should rise to be 

the first preacher in Ireland." Two naval officers Captain 

Qordon and Captain (afterwards Admiral) F. Yemon- 

Harcourt, coming into Ireland as a deputation from the 

London Hibernian Society, obtained the assistance of Mr. 

Pope in discussing controversial questions at public meetings 

and thus became the means of drawing him forth from his 

obscurity. Other eminent men engaged in this arduous 

task were the Rev. Richard Murray (afterwards Dean of 

Ardagh) who in 1824 was the first beneficed clergyman to 

begin a missionary movement in his wild Romish parish of 

Aflkeaton, Co. Limerick, achieving great success; Arthur 
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Preston, curate of Eilmeague, Dr. Singer and Robert Daly 
the future bishops, and H. Irwin (afterwards Archdeacon 
of Emly) the person, we conclude, already mentioned in 
these pages.* Mr. Pope had very warm supporters in the 
great and good Lord Roden, Lord Lorton, Lord Famham, 
and Archbishop Magee. The latter in enumerating the 
various labourers in this hopeful cause wrote — ^''In our 
pulpits we have also a Singer, a Daly, and a Pope with all 
the dazzling splendour of a comet moving through their 
various orbits, renewing their lustre, animating their zeal, 
leading them forward in their immortal career, and leaving 
upon his own track a blaze of gospel light, which, whilst 
it flashes conviction on the souls of his countrymen, leaves 
little doubt of the source from whence the illumination 
wa8 dra^ or the purpose for which it was given." Ea. 
gaged as he was in this animating task, his time and 
thought absorbed in it, we must not expect to find him 
able to keep up his usual correspondence with his affec- 
tionate Hyde Abbey schoolfellow, and we shall not hear 
much more of him till the important Lish year 1827. His 
health too was anything but robust. Dean Mahon of 
Ahascra, in Qalway, wrote to Mr. Pope's father — " There is 
no doubt his constitution requires the utmost attention, but 
you might as well turn the sun from its course as prevent 
him firom spending himself and being spent in the service 
of the Lord. His friends Captains Gordon and Yemon- 
Harcourt are indeed as watchful over him as if their 
existence depended on his welfare. No language of mine 
could convey my sentiment of admiration of God's work 
upon this your happy happy son — gifted above all men of 
his day and yet the humblest of the humble. Great is the 
privilege afforded to this house in the society of this dear 
man.'' As Mr. Pope never, even in the most exciting con- 
troversies, forgot the modest bearing of a Christian or the 
refinement of a true gentleman, these affectionate words are 
no more than we should have expected 

1 Sm pp. 15% 218. 
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Fbok Key. E. Habbih. 

Yeovil, November 20lh, 1834. 
Though your letter from its laoonic brevity deserves to 
lie on the shelf ummswered for some little time, my clemency and 
benevolence induce me thus early to give you all the information 
in my power. Mr. Lyon* stands high both for piety and ability 
in these parts. I am not personally acquainted with him. Mr. 
Parsons of Sherborne, of whom you must have heard me speak,' 
considers him exactly suited for the situation in which he is placed. 
He came from Cambridge with very good testimonials. Thus 
much for Mr. Lyon. 

I heard from Withy last week, who is staying at Bristol with 
his sister. I have written to invite him here and am daily expect- 
ing to hear from him. How pleasant it would be if we could 
continue to meet and retrace the steps which we were permitted to 
take during our pilgrimage at Oxford! May we not say with 
respect to those times 

" Whftt peaceful hours we then enjoyed 
Uow Bweet their memory atill 7 

When we look back on the way which the Lord has brought us, 
how are we, with the children of Israel, obliged to confess that not 
one thing hath failed us of all the good things which the Lord has 
promised. Let us then, my brother, forgetting those things which 
are behind press forwards toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

Believe me your affectionate and attached friend, E. H. 



Fbok F. Bobinson, Esq. 

Temple,* December Uth, 1824. 

Ton see our friend Pope has been before the public 

Do yon hear from him! I understand he is no longer in the 



1 Balph Lyon, the able and excel- 
lent head master of the King's 
School Sherborne from 1823 untU 
1845, when he reeupod and retired 
to his rectory of Siahop's Caundle 
near Sherborne. He was fi.A. of 
Trinity College Cambridse in 1820, 
and 5th Wrangler. Ue also in 
1822 gained one of the Member's 
Prizes for a Latin Proee BiaserU- 
tion. D.D., 1836. 



s See before, page 374. 

* Mr. Robinson was now in the 
act of moving into new chambers of 
his own (havmg hitherto shared his 
brother's) at the end of Crown Office 
Row, facing the sardens and the 
river. It is an evident sign that his 
course of prosperity has commenced. 
He writes in his usual lively vein 
and apparently in better health. 
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establishment but is chiefly occupied in attending public meetings; 
further, that he has attained a high character for eloquence. I 
wish he may do well, but it would give me real pleasure to hear 
that he had become more settled and composed in life. 

From Mb. T. T . 

Carolina Mow, Briatol^ December 31«^ 1824. 
Bev. Sir, 

Although unknown I am pleased to hear that you are 
preaching the gospel at Hindon. I have known that wicked town 
many years. I am the person that bought the house at the bot- 
tom of the town and converted it into a little chapel. I hope you 
in the church and the good man in the chapel will be the means 
of converting many of the wicked inhabitants. 

I have taken the liberty of sending you some tracts, which I 
think you will like to see and disperse. 

I am now living in Bristol, or you might call it the land of 
Ooshen. We have twelve or thirteen evangelical clergymen' and 
many good dissenting ministers' of all denominations and a great 
number of religious persons. At any time you come to Bristol I 
shall be pleased to see you, and am. Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

T. T. 

Fbox Bev. G. Corkish. 

Packcomhe^ Jcmwury 20^ 1825. 
Dear Phil, 

Seeing that I charged myself with great unkindness and 
all that sort of thing for not having written to you, it was matter 
of great satisfaction to me to find that the whole fault was yours, 
as by confession on your part it appear to be. And indeed I am 
now fully satisfied that I ought not to have written to you at all, 
but you should have written to me very frequently. And yet 
alas ! see the ingratitude of human nature. However I will not 

1 The Rev. Thomas T. Biddalpb eter and of St. Mary Reddiffe. Mr. 

at their head. Incumbent of ot. Hensman was at Clifton. 
James's. Mr. Fountain Elwin was * Robert Uall, who bad spent 

Vicar of the Temple Church ; W. twenty years at Leicester did not 

Bought, Rector of St Michael's. oome to tinish his ministry at Bristol 

M. B. Whish was Vicar of Bodmin- tiU 1826. 
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distress you more bj adding my reproaches to those of yonr own 
conscience. 

Now, Philip, I should have written to you earlier perhaps in 
answer to yours but that I have had Dyson and wife and Keble 
and sister staying with me. And pray when am I to have Phelps 
and wife staying too, as in duty bound ? I thought I should hare 
had old Jack too and Tom Arnold' moreover. But what with 
wives and what with parishes, both have stayed away. 

I am become the father of a numerous progeny, of two daugh- 
ters and one son, which son at present is fair and flourishing and 
creating a little of the anxiety usually attendant upon teeth 
cutting. My eldest offspring can read and my second daughter 
knows her letters, and so we proceed in literature. Cooke of 
C.C.G.' has already entered his son at Winchester, he being two 
years old ; and I think I cannot follow a better example ; though 
I think it is a very questionable point whether we poor curates 
should do more wisely than settle our sons in the linen business. 
I am an advocate for the saddling business, but the chemical line 
seems to be considered the most genteel, and in fact nearer 
approaches a learned profession. In fact, Sir, these points require 
discussion ; for as Doctor Williams used to say of the ditches round 
Oxford, it is impossible to say where such a ditch may terminate. 
It is very satLsfjEU^tory however to consider that a wide field is 
opening in Botany Bay. If Doctor O'Halloran keeps a school 
there, I don't see why I may not Hubert' is reading as he thinks 
hard, as I think not I expect him to be under the line. He 
does not go up to Oxford again till Easter for his examination. 
You know Tom Keble is going to be married, of course. Will 
you come and take my curacy from July 1st to the middle or latter 
end of August 1 I want to go with my wife to Derbyshira I 
offer you, dec Think about it. 

My compliments to Mrs. Phelps. 

Dear Phil, thine affectionate O. C. 

1 Still at Laleham with pupils. if any quitted hit pupil room with- 

'0«orfle Leigh Cooke. He was oat retaining a kinoly feeling to- 

Tutor of Corpus in Arnold's and wards him. He became in 1810 

Coleridge** time. Sir John says of Sedleian Professor of Natural Phi- 

him -'*I believe no one ever at- losophy. 

tended his lectures without learning ' Hubert Keetell Cornish, Exhibi- 

to admire hii unwearied industry, tioner of C.C.C. He was above the 

patience, and good temper, and few line. 
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Fbom ax old schoolfellow.' 
Dfdwich^ Thursday Evening^ March 3ltt, 1825. 
I have come down to our snug cottage here to enjoy a 
day's quiet retirement, and I may truly say that it offers the first 
opportunity of reminding you that notwithstanding such a long 
interval of sUence I have not forgotten one of my oldest and best 
friends. Tou country parsons cannot, I am convinced, relish the 
sweets of a home in the country, with the same delight with which 
we jaded cockneys do after a week's slavish labour in the midst of 
a noisy, heartless, and selfish tlirong. These are hard words, but 
really all other tastes and passions seem to be merged in the all 
ruling love of gain. It often surprises me how men of business 
can neglect their religious duties. Their interest, one would sup- 
pose^ would naturally lead them to a source from which they might 
derive the greatest share of peace. 

Will you, my dear Phelps, give me your advice on a subject 
which often perplexes me — I mean the great difficulty of prayer in 
the evening 1 My occu^mtions are such that the mind is anxiously 
and wholly absorbed in an uninterrupted continuance of business 
during the day, and generally to a very late hour in the evening, 
with body and mind both exhausted and yet with the confused 
impress of business still floating before the mind's eya I cannot 
sufficiently collect my thoughts to embody them in prayer ; and 
although the feelings of gratitude for the blessings of the day are 
I trust never extinct, yet the neglect of the duty is to me a source 
of much uneasiness. I have thought of a written form of prayer ; 
but it would still I am afraid be the shadow without the substance. 
Your thoughts have in all probability been directed towards this 
subject, and I should be much gratified by your advice. It will 
give me great pleasure to hear of your cara sposa^ and I do assure 
her with my best respects that I hope to be one day her guest at 
the parsonage house. 

Mr. Bobinson is comijog again to Chicklade ! He is abso- 
lutely impelled thereto. He is by no means satisfied with 

1 Writer of July 31 st, 1818 (pa^^e town just after we have read the 

195) and now a professional man. tag of curate life in the countn^. II 

The letter oomes in very opportunely was written the day before Good- 

deaoribiDg the tug of busiDesslife in Friday. 
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the state of things in Wiltshire. There is Phelps actually 
married three parts of a year and Robinson has seen nothing 
of him or Octavia since the honeymoon. The Hindon curate 
won't write ; or if he writes he will not give the exact kind 
of news that is wanted. How are London folk to know for 
a certainty whether married people at Chicklade are really 
happy and contented after all ? But here are the charges in 
full, and fair notice of the visitation. 

Fboh F. Robinson, Esq. 

Temple^ March 2\8t^ 1825. 
• . . . You were bonnd to tell me mnch news about 
Chicklade Hoose. For even supposing I do procure secret infor- 
mation as to your proceedings, how do you know that 1 For any 
thing I learn from you, I might suppose you were still cheerful 
and comfortable as when you were basking in the '* purple light " 
spoken of by one John Milton a native poet of this country. It 
is all very well for you to sit moping in your study, with your 
pale forehead on your hand, and your eye on the ground, and 
persuade yourself that you are all this time gulling poor pleaders 
in the Temple with an idea of its being so vastly pleasant an 
afiair to get married. But all this won't do, my darling ! One of 
the delightful lessons learnt in my liberal profession is, to take 
very little for granted : and I am sure you could not possibly 
expect me to plunge into wedlock on your ipse dixit. One motive 
therefore for my thus addressing you is to give you a sort of 
uncertain, general, indefinite, hypothetical, conjectural notice, that 
Easter is coming, and that amid one hundred and forty-nine 
schemes at present dancing in my brain like motes in a sunbeam, 
one is the scheme of ascertaining from personal observation, at 
that festival, whether or not afiairs wear a gloomy aspect at 
Chicklade, Doubtless it would be more astute in me to take you 
by surprise. Oh what a treat for a cjmc (and you know that I 
am quite a cynic) to pop in unawares and find you bickering over 
a tea-table 1 Would it not be enough to make a bachelor's pulse 
like mine beat two hundred in a minute. But this I scorn. If I 
ever should come, depend on it an eye like mine (though by the by 
it is nearer blindness than it should be, but still an eye like mine) 
will set all shifts, and veils, and outward civilities at defiance. 
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And therefore though it be but a chance of my citizen figure sud- 
denly appearing on the Wiltshire downs, I put you on your guard. 

Now you won't believe what I am going to say, but still I shall 
say it all the same— well then, I solemnly asseverate that I meant 
to write you a grave dull letter, and therein to set forth, inter alia, 
that if Easter should come this year (as it does almost eveiy year) 
it is possible I might escape from London for eight-and-forty hours 
or thereabouts. I meant also to say that if Easter should so come 
and if I should so escape from London for eight-and-forty hours or 
thereabouts (mark the classical repetition) it occurred to me the 
other morning that I might perhaps be tolerated (as a bore doubt- 
less, but still tolerated) at Chicklade for twenty-four out of the 
forty-eight hours. I meant also to add that I have less every way 
to recommend me now than when I was last at Chicklade ; but 
still, Miss Phelps could bear me witness that (for a Londoner) I 
always ate what victuals was set before me without grumbling. 

I have much more to say ; but I give you my word of honour 
that at this very moment there is a chanticleer celebrating the 
morning from an adjoining mews ! Is not that good reason for my 
abruptly leaving you? At morning or evening, I am still entirely 
yours. F. R. 

P.S. You will not scruple to let me know that my intended 
visit is very inconvenient I know it must be so ; but I wish you 
to state the fact on paper. It strikes me by the by, at this eleventh 
hour, or I should rather say at this second hour, that I ought 
properly to have addressed myself to Mrs. Phelps. I rely however 
on your assuring her that my proceedings are quite '* the thing " 
according to the newest code of gallantry and good breeding. 

Fbok F. Robinson, Esq. 

JEssex Street, April 1st, 1825. 
Good-Friday. 
What you say about the '' Subscription " coach is perti- 
nent enough, and I have been so far persuaded by your logic as to 
take a place for to-morrow morning at a quarter-past ten. But it 
seems to me that the subscription machine cannot by any contri- 
vance reach Hindon until midnight. My fixed resolution (aye my 
fixed resolution) is therefore to sleep to-morrow night at a house 
'yclept ''The Lamb" at Hindon; and I desire that you will speak a 



CHAP, v.] The Easter visit. 433 

kind word for me to that dear good woman, mj lady of <' The Lamb.** 
I shall then get a qaiet night's rest, and a walk over to Chicklade 
in prodigiously fine time for breakfast next morning. Now please 
to notice that I do not ask your advice ; it is not the fashion of us 
lawyers to fash ourselves with parsons' counsel, I trow ; but I 
simply allege a fixed resolution. If therefore any person at Chick- 
lade is mad enough to think of dragging me over the Wiltshire 
downs on Saturday night, let him understand the singular insi- 
pidity of such a project. 

And so you thought I should come by the Defiance, and wake 
up all the notable village of Chicklade at the accustomed hour of 
four a.m. ! Pray learn to think better things of me. Your orange 
commission shall be attended to in part and overruled in part. 
The orange merchant gives me to know that I should be positively 
mad to send or carry such merchandize by the coach. *<For whyl** 
said I. Said he — " Because the carriage would cost more almost 
than the fruit." ** Why then, send them by waggon,** — which is 
therefore so arranged. The waggon leaves Monday morning ; so 
that I shall be peeling St. Michael's oranges in my own chambers 
before the waggon reaches you; that is one comfort, and they will 
last you the longer t And how nicely you will be taken in if you 
merely wanted to dazzle me with a gorgeous dessert ! 

I have nothing more to say, except that my fingers are only not 
petrified. If it blows this gale to-morrow, I shall be cauld I guess. 

Take care of yourself, and let me find every thing bright at 
Chickhide. I mean to be very particular^ rather satirical^ some- 
what eensariouSy frequently stUlen^ and always qiieerUh, In con- 
clusion I seriously beg you to notice my wishes about the bed at 
** The Lamb." I write so uncomfortably on account of the cold. 

We are not informed how the point as to " The Lamb " 
was settled. We shrewdly guess the lawyer gained it. We 
hope be had a bright sunny walk, and Easter thoughts 
besides, as he met the Wiltshire spring on the Sunday 
morning Ixsfore breakfast. Curiously enough such an event 
as a visit by Mr. Robinson does not once appear in Mr. 
Phelps's journal of this period, and we only know of it 
from these letters and a notice by Mrs. Phelps on March 
23rd, that Mr. Robinson had written to say he should visit 

CD 
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them at Easter. Sach an extraordniaiy omiasioii indicateSy 
beyond a doabt, Mr. Phelps's thoughts irresistibly absorbed. 
Accordingly in the journal we read this important noti- 
fication — 

'' 1825, April 3rd.' Mj fint child born, John Fiovd.'* 

How Mr. Robinson was taken in ! In what manner he 
behaved in so unexpected an emergency we have not an 
idea. The young stranger arrived between eleven and 
twelve at night, before which hour the visitor beat his flight 
to '' The Lamb/' to catch the Defiance. We greatly fear he 
could not have been properly looked after at Chicklade 
House, for he certainly left part of his night furniture behind 
him, which indicates a somewhat " demoralised " retreat, and 
in his next despatch the unfortunate bachelor penned a vow 
that never should he be caught again at Chicklade until he 
had it from Mrs. Phelps's own hand that she meant to be 
visible. But his thoughts towards the little innocent were 
all paternal. " Pray," wrote he, " remember me to the dear 
little stranger, and make him entertain high notions of me. 
If he should want a sponsor — ^but / say nothing." In less 
than a foiinight after the birth of her boy Mrs. Phelps 
became dangerously ill, and for a week hung between life 
and death ; upon hearing of which all the sympathies of 
that dear merry-hearted, tender-souled. Templar expressed 
themselves in full flow. Harbin too and Quanington wrote 
to their friend no less feelingly. 

From Hey. F. Quabbikoton. 
Dummer Partonage^ Basingstoke^ May 9<A, 1825. 
I have delayed answering your last kind and valaed 
letter till this time, with the continual hope of being able to say, 
when I did write, that I proposed to myself the pleasure of seeing 
and conversing with you at Chicklade, if convenient to you to 
receive me. You have thought it strange, I fear, that you have 
neither seen nor heard from me. It was my wish, when I did 
oome, to pass a Sunday with you, that I might have an oppor- 
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tunity of seeing yoar church and congregation^ and of mingling 
my prayers with yours for the prosperity of that object at Hindon 
that lies nea^ your heart I had hoped to have come soon, but it 
is my intention now to defer the proposed pleasure till the summer 
months. 

I am anxious to hear at present how you are, and especially how 
Mrs. Phelps is. I was at Southampton last week and heard from 
Dr. Wilson ' of the dangerous state she has been in. I do hope 
she is now restored to her former health. For your little boy see 
Deut. xxxiii, 16. I rejoice, my dear friend, that in the trials and 
afflictions which you have been called to go through, you have 
found strength and consolation suited to your necessities. 

Tou will be pleased to hear that we think of establishing a 
Church Missionary Association for this neighbourhood at Basing- 
stoke. The general meeting for its formation will take place on 
Whit-monday. We have some strength in the neighbourhood; 
but there is a bitter spirit abroad I fear against this and similar 
institutions, so that we must reckon upon opposition. 

I admire your plan of preaching from notes, and wish I could 
do so myself. I have not heard from Sankey ' very lately, but 
delivered your message when I last wrote. 

From Lord Calthorpe. 

Groevenor Square^ June 2Srcf, 1825. 
Dear Mr. Phelps, 

The Chancellor ' promised me nearly a fortnight ago to 
appoint you as successor to Mr. Norris at Hindon. But as I have 
not yet heard of the nomination I fear that it may not have taken 
place ; and being desirous of securing the fulfilment of this 
promise (such as it is) before the rising of Parliament and to 



< See before p. 388. 

* Mr. PhelpA B personal interooune 
with his old fnends Sankey and 
Quarriugton about this period will 
be seen from the following entries. 

**1825, May 17th. Sankey at 
ChickUuie." 

** 1825, Oct. 25th. Quarrington 
at Chickhule." 

"1825, Oct. 26th. With Quar- 
rington to the Abbey." 

<* 1826. May 2drd. AtDammer." 

DD2 



s Lord Eldon, nnder the Liverpool 
Administration. We have no other 
intimation than this letter of the 
death of the Chaplain of Hindon, 
who was buried (as the r^^ister 
shews) bv Mr. Phelps Apiil 30tb, 
1825. His vault was under the 
Communion Table. Mr. l*helps 
continued still officiating at Hindon 
chapel, and the Pert wood curacy 
remained. 
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prevent further delay, I should be obliged to you, with this view, 
to acquaint me with your Christian names, that any difficulty on 
that head may be obviated. 

Believe me, sincerely yours, 

Oalthorps. 

Fbom F. Robinson, Esq. 
Fig Tree Court, Temple, Monday, July Wth, 1825. 
My dear Mrs. Phelps, 

You must forgive me if I break in for a moment upon 
all the gay prejiarations for your christening. If you had been 
pleased to marry a husband in whom I could place any confidence, 
I never should have thought of disturbing the peace and quiet of 
your nursery ; but the person you ha/oe been pleased to identify 
yourself with has always betrayed so much animosity against me, 
that I cannot trust him on an occasion of this magnitude. It was 
(I assure you) only this very bygone spring that he decoyed me 
into his out-of-the-way place in the .country, when his better half 
(his much better half) was, for aught I could discover, miles and 
miles away from home ! Now this was treachery, surely, or the 
word should be expunged at once from our dictionaries. And then 
he comes bustling up to town for a day or two only, and tiring of 
me before I had grown reconciled to his physiognomy he suddenly 
starts away in a steam boat to see some pretended acquaintance or 
other in the Isle of Thanet^ My dear Mrs. Phelps, I assure you 
I have no disposition to be called with the vocation of a tale- 
bearer; nor do I (when absent, at least) wish to stir up discord 
between man and wife. I have only mentioned the foregoing 
most strange &ct8 in order that you may at once see that I am 
compelled on the present occasion to give you the trouble of 
becoming my correspondent, unless I were content to suffer my 
lame excuses to be made still more halt and miserable by the 
malice of but it is of no use complaining. 



' The only indications of this trip 
found in the journal are these, which 
however afford no hint of the occa- 
sion of it — 

**June 25Ui, left for London. 
June 26tb, Mr. Macpheraon did tbe 
evening aervioe at Uindon. June 
88th, at Ramsgate." 



A clerical journey begun on Satur- 
day was Hkely to be urgent enough 
to account for all Mr. Robinson's 
cloud of discontent We may re- 
mark for archaBolo^ that river 
steamers had at this period been 
about eight yean in use. 
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In truth, I am very vexed to make any excuses ; they are never 
creatures that I like to meddle with, because I generally find that 
I get on with them only indifferently well. But considering the 
nature of my present invitation to Chicklade, and particularly con- 
sidering the probability of my this time finding ^our«e^ visible as 
well as your husband, I really should not suffer any slight obstacle 
to prevent my joining your happy party. It is an age also since 
I saw my dear little godson. But notwithstanding all these 
motives for obeying your friendly summons, I cannot on the 
whole persuade myself that I ought to obey it, or that you will 
feel at all displeased at my not doing so. The trouble, I need 
hardly say, is the very last thing I should have suffered to deter 
me. I never think of it when travelling towards Hindon ; how 
much less then for such a purpose 1 Neither can I, unfortunately, 
flatter myself that I am detained here by what your husband calls 
my ^' engagements. '^ But it is the hard doom of infant lawyers 
like me to be chained to the bar at certain periods of the year, 
whether we are under immediate engagements or not Absence 
alone is a crime, even though we have nothing to do when present. 
The very consciousness that I migJU be wanted, would make me 
restless while with you, and almost impatient to leave jou; and 
as I am convinced your friendly call arises much more from your 
kind wish to indulge me with a mouthful of pure Wiltshire air 
than from any other motive, I am sure you will readily accept 
this lame account of my reasons for not just now daring to join 
you. My new little relation will not construe my absence into a 
mark of disrespect towards him; and it is a satisfaction to me that 
he will still be attended by the very mucli better poi-tion of his 
sponsors.' I am sure also that your good father will for once act 
as my deputy ; and pray tell him with my kind regards that when 
he stands godfather to my grandson I shall be most happy to 
return the compliment. Ton see I have tilled my sheet before I 
have finished half of what I had intended to say. I should pro- 
perly have inserted a thousand rosy wishes for the bairn, and I am 
sure an equal number for his mother. I must however rely on the 
friendliness of both to excuse these errot-s in form. With the 
sincerest good wishes for ail your household, I am, kc. 

1 The christening took place on July 13tb. 
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P.S. — I do not think my godson has any right to appear in 
church without some mark of recognition from me ; I shall there- 
fore by to-morrow moming^s "Subscription" send him a night<»ip, 
to be left at the Lamb Inn. 

To AN AXJNT. 

WiUorif Satvo'dayj September lOth, 1825. 
I take it for granted that your thoughts at this period 
are much directed towards dear old Wilton and that therefore a 
few lines from thence will not be unacceptabla 

Poor dear Susan! gentle, silent, and unassuming she came 
among us, she tarried a little while and departed, scarcely con- 
sidered to have come till we found she was gone. Hardly per- 
ceived till she was missed. ^ Indeed she will be missed, for I am 
persuaded she has left a vacuum behind her which will not easily 
be filled. For long long months must we heave the sigh to think 
that those eyes are dim which never looked upon us but with 
afiection, and that the hand^ are stiff and cold by which our own 
have been often pressed in the warmth of most kindly welcome, 
and which have ever been prompt to discharge the thousand 
nameless offices of tender and assiduous attention. But blessed 
be God, we are not left to sorrow as those without hope, having 
such abundant evidence of her having been one of His dear 
children and that she sleeps in Him. And it would indeed be a 
selfish wish that would recall her, after her blessed deliverance 
from the miseries of this sinful world, with which her delicate 
constitution of mind and body plainly shewed her but little 
qualified to cope. But now, happy and glorified spirit, she rests 
from her labours ! and we are left a little longer to pursue the 
path of duty and the journey of life in the several posts assigned 
to us. 

From Rev. S. Hawtrbt. 

Broad Chalk, November ISth, 1825. 
My very dear friend, 

I can suffer your kind and interesting letter to go no 
longer unanswered. Very glad am I to find that you, your dear 

> This gentle girl, the third aiBter, bury, where she had been for her 
waa taken at the age of twenty. She drawing lesson, 
brought home typhus from Sidis- 
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wife and childy have the blessing of health. For really sickness 
in a family causeth the heart to faint and the hands to hang down. 
Tou say nothing of a loss which, but for the newspaper, I should 
not have known. I trust that your dear sister made a Christian 
end, for I believe she lived a Christian life. Oh, my friend, in the 
midst of all the commotion, bustle, and perplexity and disappoint- 
ment of this evil world, what an unspeakable mercy to havo 
Christian faith and hope ! to have a something to support the soul, 
which otherwise must be harassed out of measure perpetually from 
some cause or other here^ and what is worse must hereafter for 
sin be enduring everlasting torment 1 I doubt not but that you, 
from various circumstances of late, can well enter into this. It has 
pleased the Lord indeed to try you. But who can tell what 
might have happened, had you been suffered to have every thing 
according to your mind ? Like Jeshurun you might have *' waxed 
fat and kicked." It is then very gracious when our heayonly 
Father condescends to take such interest in us as to appoint afflic- 
tions for OS, whilst he suffers others to walk in their own ways, 
and deals with them as bastards not sons. 

We are at this time reading the *' Essays " of that wise and 
heavenly man Mr. Scott j and the more one attentively enters into 
his subject, the more one is struck with the deep truth and weight 
of his remarks. I think him super-excellent Tou have indeed, 
in the work to which I allude, the multum, or rather permultum 
in parvo, in no ordinary degree. I suppose you have read the 
Essays f But oh the inscrutable wisdom of God, that such an 



> Bseaye en the mo$t important 
mihjecU of ReUffion, Mr. Scott's 
detign was that of a large number 
of our beat writers of the aame 
period (the beginniDg of the present 
ocntury) to giuud the mindB of the 
people, and especially of the young, 
agauist the inhdeliW and soepticism 
then BO menacing. The Essays came 
out in penny numbers fortnightly, 
and were written in a popular style, 
but with the solidifcy anu care char- 
acteristio of that able man. They 
had a wide circulation both in Eng- 
land and America. A writer of a 
veiy different school to Mr. Haw- 
tr^ wrote as recently as 1864 as 



follows — "I had been possessed of 

his Es$ays from a boy. Hia Com- 
meniary I bought when I was an 
undert^raduate. What I suppose 
will strike any reader of 8cott's 
history and writings is his bold 
unwondliness and vi^rous inde- 
pendence of mind. Ho followed 
truth wherever it led him, begin- 
ning with unitarianism and enmng 
in a zealous faith in the Uoly 
Trinity. It was he who first plant- 
ed deep in my mind that funda- 
mental truth of religion. With the 
assiitanoe of Scott^s £$saw and the 
admirable work of Jones of Nayland, 
I made a collection of Sonpture 
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illuminated man should have found death to be so great a conflicti 
whilst some of the children of God, whose views all their lifetime 
were exceedingly clouded and who could scarcely find words to 
express their feelings, depart in triumph ! Doubtless there was a 
reason why dear Mr. Scott died campa/rativdy under a cloud. His 
family and the Church of God might have idolised him : '< It is the 
commentary of a god and not of a man I '' Well, the church has 
a rich treasury from his labours, and I am sure I may say for one 
how much light, if not heat, I derive from the perusal of his 
writings. 

But it is time to have done with my observations and to notice 
yours. So you are actually about to resign the curacy of Hindon. 
I dare say you had very good reasons for declining the offer of 
Lord Calthorpe. You could hardly ever have quitted Hindon if 
he had built you a house, and perhaps you would have shuddered 
at the prospect of remaining there all your lifetime. When you 
next write to me tell me how his Lordship took your refusal ; and 
likewise what your plans are in the event of your quitting Chick- 
lade, i.e., if you have a bird's eye view of your future probable 
destination — whether you are building on a Stall or a Rectory 
from your own Diocesan on the strength of he and you being both 
of the same College. Bub seriously, had you not resigned your 
Fellowship, should you have been likely to get Stratford ? ' That 
piece of preferment still seems to go a begging, though an excellent 
house, nearly X400 per annum (as I am informed) and one little 
church, all which I should think could not but be agreeable to 



texts in proof of the doctrine, with 
remarkB (I think) of my own u^n 
them, before I was sixteen. Besides 
his unworldliness, iwhat I also ad- 
mired in Scott was his resolute 
opposition to Antinomianism, and 
the minutely practical character of 
bis writings. They shew him to be 
a true Englishman and I deeply felt 
his influence ; and for years I used 
almost as proverbs ^hat I con- 
sidered to be the scope and issue of 
his doctrine, Holiness h^ort peace^ 
and Qrowih is the only evidence of 
life, " Dr. J. H. N e wman's Aj)ologia. 
I Stratford Tony, south of Wilton 



and close to Broadchalk which lay 
westward of it. It was taken by 
one of the Senior Fellows, George 
Taimton, B.D., Greek Reader of 
C.C.C. There were twenty livings 
in the patronage of Corpus. One 
had been filled up in 1814, the next 
in 1821, then two in 1825 and one 
in 1826, idl by men high on the 
Fellow list. There were several 
Fellows above Phelps. Dyson had 
graduated in 1808. T. Keble in 1811, 
Tucker in 1813, all whose tama 
would come before Phelps's. Thia 
sufficiently answers Mr. Hawtrey'a 
question. 
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flesh and blood. You once, I remember, mentioned a fellow of 
yoar College for that living, who was the son of a believing father. 
Is he likely to take it ) I forget his name. 

Fbom an old schoolfellow.' 

Kvn^B Arms Ya/rd^ November 2drc/, 1825. 

Ton and I are most faithful correspondents in every 
respect except time, and if we are deficient in this mercantile sort 
of punctuality, and assuredly we both are, you infinitely more 
culpable than myself, I can with sincerity say that the gratitude I 
feel towards you for acts of kindness in days gone by, the esteem 
for your many excellent qualities, and the friendship I have so 
long felt towards you, continue unabated ; and if I know my dis- 
fMsition rightly, these feelings are not likely to be blunted by that 
closer acquaintance with the world which is necessarily forced 
upon us as we proceed along the stream of time. When I look 
back on the depression of spirits, the ignorance of religious duties, 
the sinful passions and inclinations under which I laboured both 
at school and in the north, and compare it with the steady cheer- 
fulness and strong sensation of sorrow, accompanied I humbly 
trust with its proper fruits, at a life so long misspent, my grati- 
tude to Him whose mercy wrought the change is, it is to be hoped, 
in some measure proportionate. Nor can I at the same time 
forget those endeavours of a kind and valued friend to instruct me 
in the plain duties of a Christian, to explain every difliculty, and 
relieve the troubles of an unstable and dissatisfied youth like 
myself Without your friendship I might to this day have 
followed the course of the world, looking for my reward in the 
pro6|)ect of gain and the enjoyment of such pleasures as the world 
can give. Be not surprised, my dear friend, at this expression of 

my sentiments 

Oliphant amused me much with an account of your tpacunu 
church, and of the clerk's anxiety to accommodate him. Robinson 
I have not seen since last August Do you consider Pope quite 
right in courting those public discussions with the catholics 1 Is 
there the slightest probability of conviction on either side t 

It is plain that now, at the end of three years' service, 

1 Writer of March 31it, 1825, p. 490. 
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the curate of Hindon observed indications of the necessity 
of removing his tent to some other sphere. Mr. Norris's 
death was not the only one. The kind efforts and generous 
offer of Lord Calthorpe were all insufficient unless the pupil 
prospect were satisfactory; and he had already begun to 
taste the uncertainties as well as the disappointments and 
miseries of this pursuit. In the various vexatious incidents 
to which a private tutor of grown youths is exposed Mr. 
Phelps gave evidence of wise, judicious, upright, and 
thoroughly kind and Christian conduct. But the tendency 
of such incidents is to stop the current of success ; and so 
it was that whereas Mr. Phelps had once to decline other 
parents besides the minister of St. John's, Bedford Bow, he 
now began to find his number of pupils shortening, and he 
was apparently in no heart to inquire for more. On the 6th 
of November, 1825, his Pertwood curacy likewise ceased. 

Looking about him for a new opening he heard of a head- 
master being wanted for the graromar-school of Bruton in 
Somersetshire, and about the end of the year (or the begin- 
ning of 1826) he applied for the post. But before the 
governors proceeded to their election, information reached 
him of a much more important prospect. 

We saw some time back that his friend Robert Monro 
found himself at Easter 1823 torn from difbon and from 
Mr. Hensman's side. He was now become curate of Harrow, 
and from him on February 4th, 1826, Mr. Phelps received a 
letter infonning him of a vacancy among the assistant 
masters of that school. On the 6th he went to Oxford, and 
on the 7th obtained a testimonial signed by the heads of 
his college.' On the 9th he went to Harrow for a personal 



^ This document bean among other 
autographa that of T. £. Bridges, 
who had succeeded Dr. Cooke as 
President ; G. Williams, M.D. ; Ed- 
ward Greswell and R. A. Thorpe, 
now both tutors; and Wm. Buck- 
land, D. D. The last mentioned was 
one of the late fellows of Corpus (his 
rooms and Mr. Phelps's being on the 



same staircase) but now Canon of 
Christ Church, and in signing as a 
C.C.C. man he wrote separately to 
Dr. Butler as follows : — ** Dear Sir, 
may I be permitted to state to von 
that in signing the certificate of Mr. 
Phelps's eood oehaviour and qualifi- 
cations, I feel I amdischaiging a duty 
to a young man of exemplMy good 
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interview with the head-master Dr. Butler. He then t^ 
turned to Chicklade, and in due time other private testi- 
monials from old Corpus friends arrived, which were 
forwarded to the Doctor at Harrow. Some of these our 
readers may feel interested in perusing. 

Fbom Ret. G. J. Cobnisb. 

Packcomhe, Fehruovry 13^ 1826. 
Mr. Qeox^ge J. Oomiah presents his compliments to Dr. 
Butler, and in consequence of a letter which he has received from 
Mr. Phelps, begs leave to saj that from his intimate acquaintance 
with him as a pupil and a Mend, he is able to bear the highest 
testimony to the integrity of his principles, the excellency of his 
conduct, hiii sound scholarship, and good taste. 

Mr. Cornish knows no young man of whose fitness for the 
situation for which he understands Mr. Phelps is a candidate he 
feels so much assuranca 



Sir, 



From Rev. J. Tucker. 
Ulcambe,^ Maidstone, Februaiy lith, 1826. 



Understanding that my friend Mr. Phelps is anxious to 
obtain the appointment to one of the masterships at Harrow, I 
take the liberty of writing to you to say that I have been inti- 
mately acquainted with him from the time he was elected scholar 
of Corpus Christi College, Oxford. I should not have thought it 
light to address you, but heing Fellow of the same college, and 
having been tutor also whibt he was in residence, I had almost 
daily opportunities of observing his conduct, and as far as I can 
judge of the requirements for a proper discharge of the duties of a 



conduct in aU departments during 
his residence in college ; and that 1 
consider his habits such as render 
him particularly fitted for the situa- 
tion at Harrow which he is anxious 
to obtain. Beliero me to remain your 
most obedient and humble servant, 
WiUiam BuckUmd." This distin- 

Siished man had been Reader in 
ineralogy since 1S13, and Reader 
in Geology since 1818. In 1825 he 
took tiie Corpus living of Stoke 



Charity in Hampshire ; in 1845 he 
became Dean of Westminster, and 
died August 14th, 1856, aged 
seventy-two. Mr. Phelps's journal 
contains the following mention of 
him — 

" 1822, May 25th. Walked late 
to Shotover : met Buckland.** 

<<1822, June 6th. Buokland's 
Shotover lecture. 

1 We conclude Mr. Tucker was 
here on a visit to Mr. Rickards. 



444 lAfe of Archdeacon Phdpa, 

master of a public school, I have no hesitation in saying that in 
point of talents and character, Mr. Phelps is very well qualified 
for such a situation. In talent he wbb decidedly superior to most 
of his contemporaries in college, and his character was quite irre- 
proachable. I may add that if he had continued to reside, he 
wouldy I have no doubt, be at this time filling the office of college 
tutor. I have, &c. 

The Rev. John Keble to Db. Butler. 

HuTsley^ netvr Winchester ^ Febnuvry 18^ 1826. 
Rev. Sir, 

I take the liberty of addressing myself to you for the 
purpose of stating that Mr. Phelps, who I understand is a candi- 
date for the vacant mastership of Harrow school, is a person of 
excellent principles and temper, sound scholarship, and good 
abilities, and I should think likely to do his duty well in a situa- 
tion of that kind. From personal knowledge of him during 
several years at Oxford, I should consider him to be a person in 
whom great confidence may be placed. I have, drc., 

J. Keblb. 

From the Rev. Noel Thomas Ellison ' to Dr. Butler. 

SaMe Place^ NewcasUe^pon-Tyney February 18tA, 1826. 
Sir, 

At the request of Mr. Phelps, I take the liberty of 
addressing you on the subject of one of the vacant masterships 
at Harrow School. Mr. Phelps naturally has turned his regards 
to his College Tutor in hopes of a few words of recommendation ; 
and having had full knowledge of his powers as a scholar at 
Corpus College, and what is more, of his steadiness and goodness, 
it is with real pleasure that in this case I recur to my former 
college in behalf of one of the most estimable individuals I ever 
had the charge of when in Oxford. 



1 He was curate of Hunley from age of Hunley became vacant, and 

Michaebnaa 1825 till October 1826. Mr. Keble was instituted to it 

He ti^en (on account of his sister March 9th, 1836. 

Muy Ann*s death) quitted it to * Rector of Huntspill in Somer- 

reside with his father at Fairford ; setshire since 1823. See before, 

after whose death in 1835 the noar> page 403. 
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This application to you from an indiyidual who baa not the 
honour of being personally known to you requires some apology, 
and yet I scarcely feel as though I were writing to a stranger, 
knowing you so well through the medium of many of my best 
pupils when Tutor of Balliol. 

I am, 4c. 

Fbom the Rev. John Keblb. 

February ISth, 1826. 
My good Philip, 

Tou will think me a sad knave for being so long in 
answering your letter, and indeed I cannot say much for myself 
except that you said nothing at all about any little douceur, which 
would have been very agreeable. However I hope I am not too 
late to have my share, such as it is, in the proposed elevation of 
your honour^s glory to the tip-top of Harrow on the Hill ; and 
that you may be pleased to remember me accordingly when you 
become a bishop in consequence of your judicious operations upon 
the head or heels or whatever it may be of any little Duke or 
Prime Minister. You don't say a word about yourself or your 
home, and therefore I won't tell you a word about myself or my 
home, except that I am pretty well and satisfied with both, and 
wish old Tucker had a good curacy, or indeed I would be con- 
tented with a moderate living for him if such a thing were to be 
got ;' and so with my respects to your lady unknown, I rest 

Tour very humble servant to command, 

J. Keble, junr. 

On the 9th of March Dr. Butler wrote returning the testi- 
monials and saying that only one thing stood between Mr. 
Phelps and the Harrow mastership, a negotiation yet unter- 
minated with another gentleman. This candidate was an 
unmarried man, and the Doctor s belief was that cceteris 
paribus the post was one less suited to a married man. He 
promised however that if this ai)plicant should decline, he 
would look no further but leave the vacancy open to Mr. 



> Hi« ouraoy had ended at Bid- He became fint Incambent of the 

borough by the death of the rector. new church of 8outhborou^ 
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Phelps's aoceptanoe. Some fiirther suspense therefore had 
to be endui*ed, in the course of which he received the fol- 
lowing letter from Devon, which we add simply fix>m the 
name of the writer. 

From Admiral Lord Exmouth.' 

Telgmnouth, March \2th, 1826. 

My dear Sir, 

If I have not returned jou Dr. Butler's letter, I must 
have burnt it, as I frequently do such letters as do not seem to me 
of importanee to keep, and I think you told me you had a copy of 
it. I am glad you are not without hopes that you may hear of the 
Doctor again, and 1 hope you will. It is a far preferable thing, 
no doubt, to any such appointment as the one at Bruton. This 
post brought us letters from Sarah, John and others. We rejoice 
to hear all going on well. 

I don't think I shall ever see the Doctor's letter again. I have 
examined every paper and drawer in my table. Kind regards 
and love to dear Octavia and yourself Believe me ever, my dear 
Sir, most truly and fiaithfully yours, 

EXMOUTH. 

A few days after receiving this the suspense was ter- 
minated by the following letter. 

From Dr. Butler. 

Harrow, March 17th, 1826. 
My dear Sir, 

The situation of assistant to the under-master is now 
completely open, by reason of the termination of my recent nego- 
tiations. I therefore beg leave to tender it, without delay of a 
post, for your acceptance, requesting your immediate answer. 

1 Mr. Phelps had recently seen ciatiiur at Chicklade for Mr. Still, 

more of Lord Exmouth, who as weU The frowd funily had been more 

as Mr. George and Mr. Edward than a ceatniy at least resident in 

Pellew, had Seen a good deal at those parts, as we find the name in 

Chicklade attending the illness and an old assessment for the land-tax 

foiwral of old Mr. Frowd. The in the parish of SedghiU dated A. D. 

latter died February 7th, 1826. 1727. 
He had been for some yean offi- 
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In the event of your aooepting it, I would recommend your early 
arrival here— but not till you have heard from me again — ^for the 
purpose of making arrangements for your aooommodation after the 
fith of April, on which day we meet. 

By the unexpected removal of one of our neighbours, announced 
to me yesterday, I find that a very eligible house for a family is 
likely to be vacant at Midsummer. 

I am, dear Sir, your very faithful humble servant, 

O. Butler. 



The offer was at once, as we need not say, and thankfully 
accepted. On the 22nd he started for Harrow to arrange 
for residence and commencement of duty after the Easter 
holidays. He now also wrote to the governors of Bruton 
school withdrawing his candidature and then returned to 
Chicklade to wind up. Soon he was greeted with a few 
hearty lines from his old friends Ciomish and Tucker, 
written on the same sheet — and perhaps with the same pen. 
It reminds us, and perhaps reminded him, of a day in 1819, 
seven years before, when he received at Wilton another pair 
of letters from C.C.C. on one sheet fix)m the same writers > 
— whose names seemed ever to run together in those dayB. 

FbOM ReVDS. O. J. OOBHISH AND J. TUOKKR. ' 

Friday, [March 2Uh or 3Ut, 1826.] 
My dear Phelps, 

Accept my hearty congratulationB on the success of your 
application. I am sure you have acted wisely for yourself; and 
moreover with Oxnam' to back you, if you do not act wisely for 
the country you will both deserve to be whipped. I hope yon 
will know Oznam well, for he is a most capital fellow in every 
respect. I had some thoughts of offering myself for Hindon, but 
I believe I shall stay where I am. Tucker is with me, remarkably 



> See before, jm^ 234. thfto Friday night and the Sidmonth 

' He was vieiting Mr. Cornieh. poet mark. 
The letter eontaine no other date > See hereafter. 
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vefL If joa hear of ft food ctawer aunrvlMse, Kibart it rtrj 
mtuh in want of ODe, «id al^o c^ tvu fwipils mt two hanilred 
gntDcat A jear: m>jam nuirt pkaae u> reeonmend lum 
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G. J. COBUBB. 

Mj dMT Fhelpt, 

Mj hearty congratnlatimia on your auooeaB ai Hairow. 
I must add ifais bit to Qieorge^B letter. It is a disappointineiit to 
me to tbink I cannot tee joa at Hindoo. However joa will be 
nearer at Harrow. I mnat be in Kent again earlj in April 

FarewelL Thine ever, 

J. Tucker. 



From the Earl of Pembroke. 

WiUan House, Salisbury, March 24th, 1826. 

I wish yon joy of your sucoess in the attainment of the 
object of your wishes, though I know not how to wish a man joy 
of his appointment to such a task as yon are about to undertake. 
After I saw you my modesty decreased and my courage increased 
sufficiently to induce me to write to Dr. Butler, from whom I 
received a very flattering answer. 

On Saturday evening I expect Mr. Batten, to whom I had 
promised to write in your favour when 1 declined to write to 
Dr. Butler. Mr. Batten will stay here until Tuesday morning. 
I state this that you may know of his being here in case you 
should wish to consult so experienced and so good a Harrow 
asfdstant as he is, of ten years standing, and whose example I 
strongly recommend to your notice and imitation. On Sunday I 
conclude you will be engaged at Chicklade ; but if you will dine 
hero on Monday at six o'clock I shall be glad to see you. 

It was arranged that Mr. Phelps should proceed to 
Harrow at first alone, leaving his wife and infant boy in 
occupation of a portion of Chicklade House, her widowed 
mother and her Kisters being close at hand in their former 
abode. On Saturday April Ist be was busy packing up. 
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On Sunday April 2nd, 1826, he took leave of his Hindon 
congregation/ and on the following morning April 3rd he 
set out for the great school, hoping by the blessing of God 
he might soon be able to build another nest there and come 
again for his treasures. Perhaps as he found himself staging 
along over Salisbury Plain through the night (for he had all 
the inside comfortably to himself and a pupil who shared 
his journey) his meditations now and then entered upon a 
comparison of his future prospects with his recent doings in 
temporal matters. If we may form any idea, he had done 
about as well as his Corpus friends in general, who many of 
them, as we have noticed, were marrying on curacies and 
pupils, college livings coming to them rarely enough and 
only falling to the long waiting seniors when they did come. 
We question whether he could have been doing much more 
than paying his way, in an expensive establishment such as 
he was obliged to keep up whether full or not, and with all 
the fluctuations incident to a limited number of pupils.' 
But we have no doubt whatever that one who never to his 
latest days entered a coach or began a journey without 
prayer raised frequently now his trustful and grateful heart 
towards Him who so long had directed his path, shielded 
his head from mischief, ''fought his battles,'' as his old 
grandfather had expressed it, crowned him with blessings 
far choicer than wealth alone could buy, and above all had 
revealed to his soul Him who is " the way, the truth, and 
the life." 

At seven in the morning the substantial and steady Old 
Salisbury rolled itself into the yard of the "Bell and 
Crown" in Holbom. Spending all the daylight hours in 
London he took the evening coach to Harrow, where he 



I His text was Philemon 15 "For engagemento at Chioklade extended 

perhapa be therefore departed," ko. through fourteen qaarten, and hia 

On tbiB day too was hia laat signa- eight pupila remained with him re- 

tnre in the Hindon register, to a ipectively eleven, seven, two, nine, 

baptism. nve, two, tire, three quarters. His 

* His terms were one hnndred-and- full number at any one time was 

fifty guineas a year. His tuitional five. 
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arrived at eight o'clock aod foond the welcome whach he 
found eveiywhere amozig his old friends at the hospitable 
tea-table and fireside of Mr. and Mrs. Monro. 

The following morning, Wednewlay April 6th, the Har- 
row boys were supposed to have re-assembled after ihe 
Easter holidays. Dr. Butler and his staff received the new 
assistant with much kindness at his house, and from thence 
they all proceeded together, as was then the custom, to the 
old brick schoolroom, where Mr. Phelps ent^ed on his 
duties with the skeleton of his class that was as yet forth- 
coming.' 



1 A few parting words may here 
be said as to the further connection 
of Hindon with the noble family 
through which Mr. Phelra had been 
stationed there. The tnird Lord's 
younger brother, the Hon. Frederick 
Calthorpe, sat in the reform period 
for the small borougjh of Bramber 
in Sussex (where his Lordship had 
previously seated Mr. Wilberiorce, 
as mentioned in the Life of Wilber- 
foroe ni. 636) aadin 1831 disinteres- 
tedly voted for the disfranchisement 
both of this and Hindon. On suo- 
oeeding his brother in the title 
(1861) Frederick fourth Lord Cal- 
thorpe generously continued his 
predecessor's outlays at Hindon, al- 
though the extinction of the borough 
bad long since taken awa^ all the 
value of the property to him ; and 
when he sold this in 1859 or 1860, 
toBichard second Marquess of West- 
minster, he weU knew beforehand 
that the spiritual interests of the 
place would not be less r^arded 
by that exceUent nobleman. The 
Marquess aooordin^^y projected the 
rebuuding, at his own entire cost, of 
the (^nnm, approved the plans, and 
signed the neoeesaiy papers in 18S9, 



only ten days before his death, 
which occun^ at Fonthill. This 
structure, built in the early F.n^liifb 
style, with tower and spire rising 
one hundred feet, containing three 
hundred and eighty-seven sittings, 
besides being an ornament to uie 
town, will stand a lasting token to 
the Hindonians of the Christian re- 
gard for them entertained by a suo- 
oession of noble benefactors. It 
was consecrated by the Bishop of 
Salisbury July 6th, 1871. A par- 
sonage still remains to be added. 

The Hindon school has been ea* 
larged to double its former length. 

The other church in which Mr. 
Phelps began his ministry, at Pert- 
wood, has likewise been rebuilt. 
This was tastefully done about 
twenty years ago by Mr. Seymoar 
of E^t Rnoyle. Cmcklade church 
too has been rebuilt within the last 
thirty years, but not so successfully 
as to outward appearance. Chick- 
lade House is stul standin^^, almost 
entirely in ito former condition, bat 
with some improvemente, and ia 
the property and residence of John 
Looke, £sq. 



^pptnlraF ia i9oI. i. 
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The following pieces were met with after the press had 
passed the places to which they helonged, and they may be 
read at the pages prefixed to them. 

L At page SI. 

To HIB FATHER. 

Winion, Monday^ October llih^ 1814. 
On Thursday lait I enjoyed one of tha greatest treats 
imaginable ; nxty of us went to the music meeting at the cathe- 
dral and heard The Messiah performed in the most admirable 
style. Madame Catalani answered my highest expectations; 
and as for Braham I verily suppose that no man on the face 
of the earth ever sung "He was despised and rejected of men" 
in such an admirable manner. Lacy did "The trumpet shall 
sound '* very well, and the trumpet at the time was played in the 
moHt captivating style, but was in my opinion losty because instead 
of a grand peal as I expected, the tune was almost ludicrous ; it 
was such as you hear from the violins of an orchestra during a 
pantomime. Mrs. Lacy has a sweet voice. Dr. Chord conducted 
the whole very well. He sung a little and with much taste, but 
bis voice is not sufficiently strong. I wished excessively you had 
been here ; it would have been a great treat to you. Probably it 
would be presumption to say it exceeded Balisbniy upon the 
whole : / rather Mnk the choruses were better. This will swell 
my bill by half-a-guinea ; but I should wish to deserve, as modi 
as you disregard, an occasional expense of this sort. 

II. At p. 34. On some loose scraps occur the following 
memoranda. 

Monday, January 2nd, 1815. Sepultum est hodid quod mortals 
fnit Marin 8eagrim,an: nt: 16! Mors cujus intempestiva sit 
mihi semper ad vitam rectiiis agendam hortamentum. 



452 lAfe of Ardideacon Phelps. 

Belonging to the beginning of the year 1815. 

Deo omnipotenti me, minus ah ! minus merentem, semper 
foventi, qui servum per innumeras fortunae vices et per tot et 
corporis et animae dLscrimina tutum servavit adhuc, gratias ago. 
Oh ! mihi ubique prsveniat Spiritus idem gratiosus ; et in viam 
vene religionis gressus meos inducat; qu6 faciliiis vitam hanc 
divini numinis honori consecram, et post mortem regni ejus 
promissi exoptatissimique bonis felicem Christi sectatorum in 
numerum inscriptus perfruar. Amen. 

in. At p. 61. The actual copy (written ahnost like 
copper-p]at6) of the English Essay mentioned in this letter 
has been shewn to the writer by his friend and neighbour 
the Rev. Edward Pole, Rector of Templeton, in whose 
family it has been preserved till this day. This gentleman 
speaks not only of the composition but of the manual exe- 
cution, which he may well term " wonderful," adding — " for 
the latter he had to thank his (by me and every one who 
knew him) respected father, under whose instruction I 
learnt my first lessons in writing." The essay is signed 
« W. W. P., Oxford, October I7th, 1815, C. C. Coll." As the 
name of Pole occurs more than once in these pages we may 
observe that the Rector of Templeton (who by the by 
became one of Mr. Bedford's pupils at Twyford in Mr. 
Bingham's time, preparing for Winchester) was a son of 
Dr. Edward Pole, Rector of Barford St. Martin's near 
Wilton, and the master Pole mentioned at page 6 was 
another son. The Doctor, who died December 30th, 1837, 
belonged to the ancient Devonshire fiojnily, now baronets, 
De la Pole, from which the old extinct ducal line of Suffolk 
branched off. 

IV. At p. 116. The Archdeacon's copy of his friend's 
Prijze Poem has since been found. It is the Vioe-CSban- 
ceUor's and in Latin, the subject being from the beautiful 
vernal line of Horace — 

** Diffugere nives, redeimt jam gmmina campis." 

As an anticipation of the writer's future labours in the 
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cause of Irish evangelisation, and as shewing how the 
recent visit of the Gbspel light to his own soul was leading 
his thoughts to his benighted fellow-countiymen, these 
verses are exceedingly interesting. Like Sir Walter Scott, 
who gave a patriotic turn, though a desponding one, to a 
similar idea in his introduction to the First Canto of ifor- 
mion, Mr. Pope in still loftier vein predicts that spiritual 
spring for his country which a few years later he himself 
was so intensely engaged in promoting. The lines bearing 
on this are so fine that we are tempted to quote a few : — 

** Majiu opuB, ni fallor, adeet ; moz pectora oolta 
Mitesoee ; tenebras itnininn^ luoe f ngabit 
Sol Evangelii, spiraiia tibi halaama ab alia ; 
iEtheiii dam Verb honoa florebit in arva, 
£t Rosa per valles Saronica f iindet odorem. 
Jamque, per ipsa ton yeteria commercia lingoA, 
Aspirante Deo, Vito Fons ondique rivoa 
Fandit, inezbanato Measiie largoa amore. 
En, verbum quam dulce Suit I Cum oonjuge oonjux, 
Et cam prole parens, pendet Narrantia ab ore. 
At bona qaia triboit, quia tot miracala ? CerU 
Ipee 0eua." 

In printing the poem Mr. Pope prefixed a longer one in 
English metre entitled ''An Address to Ireland on the 
circumstances of the present time," in which occurs an 
eloquent rendering of the above lines. The whole was 
published as a pamphlet by Tivy, Cork, and the pre&ce 
is dated Glanmire, September 27th, 1817. 

V. At p. 267. The following touching passage on a 
loose sheet occurs. 

" The eve of Advent Sunday. Sitting alone in Mr. Cheese's 
room at Balliol between nine and ten at nighty expecting to be sent 
for within an hour to be examined. How shall I acquit myself t 
I pray Thee, O my Refuge and Strength, that I may not greatly 
fidl. If it seems good to Thee that I should shew ignorance and 
be put to shame before my examinetB, Oh grant that I may bear 
it with meekness and patience, and Oh ! may it be sanctified to 
my soul's humility. So will the trial not have been all in vain. 
At all events, and whatever be the result^ O Lord, help me to 
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VL At p. 289. The followiiig lettor describii^ his 
journey to Scotluod possesses the interest of naming some 
of the spotB where the last years of his lift made him at 
home. 

To RIB B0THS8. 

Fenriik, Jume fSih, 1820. 
Oar line of road from Osvestij has been through Den- 
bi|^hire and Flintshiie in Wales; then throng the 1gng>«h 
oounties of Cbeshire^ Lancadiirey and Westraordand. I now 
aasare my dear mother from Cumberland c^ my nnaltered affec- 
tion. The places of note we hare seen since my letter to my 
futher have been Llangollen, Wrexham, Chester, Liverpool, Pres- 
ton, Garstang, Lancaster, Kendal, Bowness, Keswick, Appleby, 
and Penrith from whence I date thisL In onr way we have 
stopped to see the cariosities that presented themselves to us. Of 
these I hope to give joa some acooont another time ; among the 
rest my dear fiither will be pleased tbat I have seen Llangollen in 
North Wslesy Liverpool, Eaton House (a drawing of which is in 
the Gkntleman^s Magazine), and the two finest of the lakes^ 
Windermere and Derwentwater. The exceonve heat of the 
weather has made the travelling mcMre £fttiguing than it ooold 
poariblj have been otherwise in so easy and comfortable a carriage. 
Nevertheleas I continue in excellent health, and hope to be at 
Killermont by Friday night Our journey was to liave compre- 
hended some other places of note, had it not been for a headache 
of which my younger companion complains occasionally. Nothing 
can be more comfortable than our mode of travelling. We are 
called most mornings at six by his Lordship's servant, and 
generally start by seven. We go one stage before breakfast, not 
more than sixteen nor lees than eight miles. Then we proceed till 
dinner time, which £dls out as it may happen between one and 
four o'clock. After dinner we go on till the conclusion of our 
day's journey, which is some time between seven and ten o'clock. 
Then after taking tea and a stroll we retire to our beds. We have 
found excellent accommodation all along. Tell my father that at 
Preston I casually met my pupil King for two minutes. 
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At page 16 add the namea of Chapman, Dunaoombe, Morson. William 
Leeke aubaequently took holy ordera and became Bector of Holbrook near 
Derby. 

At page 27, note. Since thia waa printed thia venerable man haa been 
called to hia reat. He died at hia rectory on September 11th, 1871, after 
an incumbency of forty years. He waa ex o§iao a truatee of St. Croaa 
Hoapital. 

At page 31, aee Appendix Na L 

At page 34, aee Appendix No. IT. 

At page 47, note, for "Harrow" read "Bmton." 

At page 61, laat line, aee Appendix No. III. 

At page 58, add to the Corpua alumni Dr. Thomaa Jackaon the well- 
known Expositor of The Creed. The Rainolda here mentioned waa Dr. 
Jchn Rainolda or Reynolda, afterwarda Preaident Icaak Walt6n calls 
Corpaa Hooker*a *' beloved college, which waa then noted for an eminent 
library, atrict atudenta, and remarkable acholara.*' 

At page 80. The linea quoted here are from *' A Father*a advice to hia 
Son," a poem by G. Cooper, in a amall collection by E. Tomkina, 1814 

At page 113, note. Mr. Biddulph> work waa "Baptiam a Seal of the 
Christian Covenant, in reply to Dr. Mant'a Tracta on Regeneration and 
Conversion." The reader may find some account of thia controversy in the 
ChriHian Observer of 1844, pp. 666 et seq. 

At page 116, aee Appendix IV. 

At page 126, note 2, the date 1866 ahould be 1865. 

At page 129, end of the note, the date December 24th is wrong. Dr. 
Coleridge'a tombstone in Thorverton Churchyard gives St. Stephen'a Day, 
which waa December 26th. 

At page 136 the date of the aecond letter ahould be 1817 not 1819. 

At page 137, bottom. The immoral condition of the County of Hereford 
seemed to be exceptional aa far back aiao as 1779, when the Rev. Thomaa 
Jones (afterwarda of Creaton) speaks of it thus :—** Darkness filled the 
land. The inhabitanta had sunk into a state of ignorance and profligacy 
little abort of heatheniam. They had no idea of rdigion in any form; they 
only retained the name of Chriatiana without any feature of Chriatianity.*' 
Then speaking of Leintwardine, the parish where he was curate, Mr. Jones 
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4fi6 . lAft of Arehdeacon Phdps, 

added : — ^ The Sabbath was nearly lost among them, and the Church was 
deserted. The Bible waa laid aside and morals were banished. There was 
death in the orchard and dmnkenneas in their dwellings. They were, in 
one word, a sordid sottish set, without any ooncem for the world to oome." 
Kington and Leintwardine were both on the north-west border of the 
oounty, and about twenty miles apart. 

At page 154^ note 4. The missionary here spoken of was doubtless the 
Rev. Samuel Nott, one of Judson's companions in founding the mission to 
Burmah in 1811. 

At page 156, note 1. We find that Bir. Phelpc was Mayor also in 1821, 
from the way he writes on Tuesday, October 16th, 1821, that he had been 
to church in civic state on the previous Sunday. 

At page 218» note 1. He is thus mentioned in Harding's History of 
Tiverton : — ** 1820. Jan. 2nd. The Sunday evening lecture commenced ; 
on which occasion a sermon was preached by the ^ev. G. Richards, Curate 
of Prior's Portion and Fellow of King's College." His uncle Dr. William 
P. Richards was at this time head Master of the Tiverton School 

At page 240, note 1. ** Marshall " should be " Matthews." 

At page 267, see Appendix No. V. 

At page 271, end of note, for ** then Rector," read " the then Rector.** 

At page 289, see Appendix No. VI. 

At page 312. For ''Northamptonshire" read '* Buckinghamshire." 

At page 316, note & The date " July ISth," should be '* July 22nd." 

At page 349, note, column 1,^ eighth line from the bottom, dele "ia;" 
and in the fifth line from the bottom read " does " for " is." 

At page 375, note 2. For <*holy orders in," read "something in the 
liturgy of." We are not informed as to the particular point. 

At page 380. The name should be spelt Philipps ; it was the Rev. Jamas 
£vans Philippe, who has since succeeded to the family baronetcy. He 
was curate of Boyton for some years, and a window erected by him in' the 
chancel of the church at the time of its restoration is a memorial of his 
labours there. 

At page 382, note 3. The following copy of the inscription on Mr. Hodg- 
son's tombstone at Hampstead has been met with in Mr. Phelps's hand- 
writing:--'* Sacred to the memory of the Rev. Isaac Hodgson, Rector of 
Berwick and SedghiU in the County of Wilts, who died June 30th, 1822, 
aged 51 years. The righteous hath hope in his dmth, Pnj/9, xh, 32.'* 

Atpage421. For ''Cirown and Bell" read "Bell and Crown." 
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